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Invasive Plant Alert’

Japanese Holly Fern
Cyrtomium falcatum (L. £.) C.
Presl

The Japanese Holly Fern is a
popular garden and container
plant in the South and
Southeastern United States. It is
increasingly found in sensitive
natural areas and is recognized as
invasive through much of its
naturalized range, both within
the US and elsewhere.

c =" - A
Figure 1 japnese Hollr Fern. 2010
Zoya Akulova.

Where to Look

Native to Japan, this fern has
been planted extensively across
the Southern US since the 1800s.
Cyrtomium falcatum can tolerate
arange of light conditions and
prefers moist, well-drained soils.
Records show it naturalizing in
coastal bluffs and riparian areas
as well as mesic woodlands.

This species is introduced in
most states along the Atlantic
coast from CT to FL and along
the Pacific in CA and OR with
additional records in HI. Most of
the US accounts of the plant
acting as a weed are in the
Southeast from SC across to TX
and FL.

Credit Courtesy Missouri Botanical
Garden.

Identifying the Plant

Japanese Holly Fern is an upright
mound-forming fern with glossy
pinnae that resemble holly leaves.
The fern forms mounds that can
be 3 feet in diameter and 2 feet
high. Pinnae are sharply toothed
and leathery on thin, arching
branches. Typically evergreen, the
fern may lose its fronds in cold or
frost-prone areas. Fertile fronds
will support light green collections
of spores (sori) on the underside
of the pinnae that darken as they
mature.

How to get rid of it?

There is not much information
available about controlling
Holly Fern by mechanical or
chemical means. The available
sources suggest that chemical
control will show the most
success. Since this plant often
occurs in wetland areas,
herbicide application can
require special permitting and
consideration for non-target
organisms. There are no
biological control organisms for
this plant.
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Figure 2 Japanese Holly Fern. Spores.
Mr. Subjunctive, Plants are the
Strangest People.

Resources

Account of Cyrtomium falcatum
invading areas of the Azores:
http://mundani-
garden.blogspot.com/2011/04/b
eautiful-pest-that-came-from-
china.html

Texas Invasives:
www.texasinvasives.org/plant_d
atabase/detail.php?symbol=CY
FA2

USDA Plants
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profi
le?symbol=CYFA2

Floridata.com
http://www.floridata.com/ref/c/
cyrt_fal.cfm?menu=0

Flora of North America
http://www.efloras.org/floratax
on.aspx’flora_id=1&taxon_id=2
00004340

This species has been identified as a potential or emerging threat to natural areas in the mid-Atlantic region
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