National Park Service

2006 Network tO Freedom Grant U.S. Department of the Interior

Benton Township
Percival, lowa 51648
5th Congressional District

The site is a cemetery containing the graves of Dr. Ira Blanchard
and his family, as well as the site where Dr. Blanchard formerly
lived. The cemetery is adjacent to the site where Dr. Ira Blanchard
and his family had a homestead. Dr. Ira Blanchard, a missionary
to the Delaware tribe in Kansas, was an abolitionist who moved to
southwestern lowa with friends from Oberlin, Ohio in the 1840’s.
The group attempted to set up a society where all people would be
free to start a new life. Along with being the town physician, Dr.
Blanchard served as a bondsman to allow blacks to set up
residence in the Civil Bend (near present day Percival, lowa)
settlement. According to oral history, and historical documents,
Blanchard’s residence was used as a safehouse and Blanchard
served as a conductor on the Underground Railroad. This historic
place, connected to the anti-slavery story of these years, today
serves as a primary window through which to glimpse the
impending national conflict of the Civil War.
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$5,253 NTF Grant—
Percival, lowa: Blanchard Home Site Cemetery

« Grant provides for archeological research to include remote sensing, laser transit mapping
and other non-invasive research methods to efficiently discover sites, features and burials

o Area trees will be stabilized to enhance the site and signage will be installed explaining the
historical importance of this site.
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