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Straight from Tha Underground is a dramatic performance
written by playwright/professor Rickerby Hinds in 1997 as a
community production. Since its inception it has been
performed to over 5,000 people in California, Ohio, and
Tennessee. The performance, designed to teach audiences
about the history of the Underground Railroad, focuses on the
psychology of probable freedom seekers and how they saw
liberty as a value worth risking everything to achieve. It also
tells the story of the heroism of ordinary people who were part
of the Underground Railroad freedom movement. The
performance has grown from an idea to a number of fully
mounted productions that has its own CD soundtrack,
merchandise, and educational resource guide. Straight From
Tha Underground has been produced as a community-based Pin“ﬁiﬁéSCi;gﬁfgnggg&esy of
and student-based production that managers are planning to

develop into a professional production with a regular touring schedule.
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e Grant allowed for research on 10 key figures associated with the Underground
Railroad: Frederick Douglass, John Price, Josiah Henson, Addison White, Anthony
Burns, Harriet Jacobs, Harriet Tubman, Henry Bibb, Henry “Box” Brown, and John
Parker. These individuals were selected based on the compelling nature of the
stories as well as their ability to capture the attention of young people.

e The research will be compiled in a passbook for the play. The passbook is
scheduled for completion by the first performance in April 2007.
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