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In 1853, Gerrit Smith, abolitionist, prohibitionist, 
temperance advocate, and businessman, donated funds 
to establish the Oswego City Library. The stipulation of 
the gift included a site on the east side of the Oswego 
River (where his property was mostly located), his 
insistence that the privileges and benefits of the library 
should be conferred upon all persons without regard to 
race, color, or condition, and that his name not be 
associated with the library. On April 15, 1854, by act of 
the New York State Legislature, the library was 
incorporated. In 1855, the library was constructed. The 
first trustees were all friends of Smith: Alvin Bronson, 
James Platt, George McWhorter, Henry Fitzhugh, Edwin 
W. Clark, John B. Edwards, James Brown, and DeWitt C. 
Littlejohn. Library records indicate freedom seekers were patrons.  
 
$5,000 NTF Grant— 

Oswego, New York: Oswego Public Library Building  
Oswego Early Patron & Meeting Records of the Oswego Library 
Ledgers 

 
• Grant will enable further research, preservation, and conservation of the early patron and 

meeting records of the Oswego Library ledgers.  These leather-bound ledgers contain 
records the most important library artifacts related to the story of freedom seekers in 
Oswego County. 
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