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Teeming with Life

From the forest floor to the treetops, this coastal woodland is full of activity.

Beneath the live oaks, magnolias, and saw palmettos, frogs, skinks, snakes, and

salamanders forage for bugs and beetles in the leaf litter and on downed trees. / Lp® Patentleather beetle

Armadillos, skunks, and raccoons shuffle along feeding on ants, worms, spiders, | ,, ” o/ X | A3 EUER ° & Y
and berries. Squirrels dart here and there gathering acorns and nuts to feed their ¥y S | 5 S s
young high up in the oak and hickory trees. Vireos, warblers, and woodpeckers

fill the air with calls and songs.

Nine-banded armadillo

Trace the shapes of a few animals that live in these coastal woodlands.

Coral snake s I i | .;. Patent-leather beetle

Nine-banded armadillo
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A Perfect Heap of Ruins

Standing here on the night of April 18, 1861, you would have seen
billowing smoke as fire raged in the armory workshops. Virginia had just
seceded from the United States. Virginia militiamen were coming toward
Harpers Ferry. Vastly outnumbered and unable to defend government
property, U.S. soldiers “set fire to the Carpenter shop & grinding mill,

Stocking shop, & the 2 arsenals” leaving a “perfect heap of ruins.”

Arriving after the Federals retreated and the fire had consumed most of
the 15,000 rifles stored here, the virginia militia later stripped the armory
of its valuable machinery. An armory worker lamented the destruction.
“Our armory is burnt and we have no money and no nothing else.”

Civil War-era artifacts excavated here

The Harpers Ferry armory made another rifle. like (clockwise above): eagle breast
plate, bullets, uniform insignia, U.S.

buckle, bugle mouth piece.

U. S. soldiers abandon the armory
after setting it on fire.
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Found Undergroun

The ground around you hides the remains of the U.S. Armory

at Harpers Ferry. Beneath the surface archeologists discovered
walls, floors, pipes, and the base of a massive 90-foot chimney.
As the team slowly and painstakingly excavated small pits

throughout the site, they uncovered over 28,000 artifacts—some
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in almost pristine condition—providing a glimpse into the past. / \
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Artifacts found here include (clockwise): a !
bone-handled toothbrush, an apothecary’s /
weight, a carved pipe bowl, a file modified oo
into a wrench, printer type, and a lice comb. ,,
/
/
/
/

National Park Service archeologists began
their excavation in 2005, exposing corners,

You Are H
floors and doorways of the Warehouse and OU Are Here
the Smith and Forging Shop. They later
refilled the pits to preserve the site.
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Rustling Creatures LR A
Slimy salamander AR FESR )
Listen carefully for the rustle of leaf litter on the forest floor. You may hear skinks and | - g ' P T T
salamanders foraging for insects in the leaves beneath saw palmettos, sweet bay, and other
plants. Early in the day or after a rain, listen for box turtles plodding along looking for
earthworms, berries, and mushrooms. Barely audible as they slither their way through the

underbrush, snakes hunt for frogs, lizards, and mice. On spring and summer nights

a chorus of barking tree frogs echoes through the forest.

Eastern box turtle

Six-lined racerunner
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Feel the different shapes of these woodland
reptiles and amphibians.
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First Federal Tree Farm

From small acorns come massive live oak trees— designated the first federal tree farm here in 1828.
and mighty ships. The live oak’s dense, rot-resistant A resident, Henry M. Brackenridge, was hired to
wood and large arching branches were ideal for cultivate the trees. He initiated several experiments,
building ships in the 1700s and 1800s. Over 2,000 but Adams’ successor, Andrew Jackson, closed the
live oaks might be used to build one hull. To provide reservation in a political squabble.

wood for naval ships, President John Quincy Adams

The live oak ... is one of the most magnificent
and delightful shade trees in the world ...

Henry M. Brackenridge
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Crooked live oaks provided knees, futtocks, and other timbers for
building wooden ship hulls.

Side view of a wooden ship frame




