
Leadership 
• Dan Warthin, Regional Wildland Fire 

Management Officer
• Larry Weddle, Western Area Fire 

Management Officer
• James Sullivan, Eastern Area Fire 

Management Officer

Administration
NPS fire professionals keep Alaskans and 
visitors safe and landscapes healthy by 
balancing the risks and benefits of fire 
and committing to safety, science and 
stewardship. Efficient and nimble, AK NPS 
fire management is a leader in the use of 
technology, science, communication and 
collaborating with partners and peers.

NPS in Alaska manages 15 parks, preserves, 
monuments and national historical parks 
and nearly 54 million acres of land. Since 
1950 1,073 fires have burned nearly three 
million acres and 83% of the fires were 
caused by lightning. 

Fire response in Alaska is unlike most units 
elsewhere in the Service. NPS manages 
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large and long duration natural fires and the 
agency does not do it alone. NPS, Bureau 
of Land Managment Alaska Fire Service 
and  State of Alaska Division of Forestry 
respond to fires as an effective team. In 
times of need, NPS resources are shared 
with federal, state, native organizations, 
tribal and non-governmental partners.   

Human Resources
The entire program totals 24 staff (some 
positions are vacant), divided amongst 
the regional office and area programs. 
Positions include leadership, specialists, 
forestry technicians, helicopter managers, 
assistants and support personnel. Western 
Area Fire Management, based in Denali 
National Park and Preserve, oversees fire 
management responsibilities in - 
• Denali National Park and Preserve
• Western Arctic National Parklands
• Lake Clark National Park and Preserve

Eastern Area Fire Management has offices 
in Fairbanks and is responsible for fire 
management activities in -
• Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve

• Gates of the Arctic National Park and     
 Preserve
• Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and   
 Preserve

The regional office based in Anchorage 
oversees fire management in other Alaska 
parks not listed above. Although duties 
are delineated between region and area 
programs, the entire program works as a 
team. Area programs support the region 
and the region supports the area program.

Equipment

The NPS maintains an inventory 
of equipment, strategically located 
throughout Alaska, to assist in fire 
management activities. A centralized 
regional cache is located in Denali National 
Park and Preserve.

Helicopters 2

Engines 1

Boats 1

For More Information
Visit www.nps.gov/akso/nature/fire

As of June 2014
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NPS Wildland Fire Statistics (as of 02/2013)
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PREPAREDNESS FY’11 Completed FY’12 Completed FY’13 Completed

Preparedness Expenditures $1,071,687* $1,228,920* $1,155,009

Wildfire - Unplanned Ignitions 19** 25** 34**

Wildfire - Unplanned Ignitions Acres 7,778** 76,718** 167,780**

*Source: AFS3.  **Source: WFMI. Acres are the sum for which the statistical data owner is NPS.  

FUELS TREATMENT FY’11 Completed FY’12 Completed FY’13 Completed

Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Fuels Treatment

          Mechanical Acres 141* 30* 48*

          Prescribed Fire Acres 37* 32* 34*

          Total  178* 62* 82*

Non-Wildland-Urban Interface (Non-WUI) Fuels Treatment

          Mechanical Acres 0* 2* 4*

          Prescribed Fire Acres 5* 0* 0*

          Total 5* 2* 4*

Fuels Program Total Expenditures $1,425.472** $906,526** $599,439**

*Source: NFPORS.  **Source: AFS3. 
In FY 11 the fuels program capitalized on additional funding from other regions who were  
not able to use their allocated funding.  

OTHER FY’10 Completed FY’11 Completed FY’12 Completed

Aircraft $417,495* $468,426* $167,647**

*Source: AFS3. **Due to changeover to a new financial system, this number is an estimate

DEPARTMENT /  
BUREAU / AGENCY

DOI / Bureau of 
Indian Affairs

DOI / National Park  
Service

DOI / Fish and 
Wildlife Service

USDA / U.S. Forest 
Service

DOI - Bureau of 
Land Management 

(DOI)

Total Managed 
Acres in Alaska 1,210,656** 52,712,027*** 75,757,464* 21,512,305* 70,433,040*

*Source: Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources; Alaska General Land Status (Jan. 2012) **Source:BLM-Alaska Spatial Data Management System ***NPS AKR NPS Land Status (Aug. 
2012) 
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