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Invasive Plant Work Set for 2011 
 
The inventory and removal of exotic plants from national parks in Alaska reached a record level 
in 2010, thanks in large part to increased funding through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. 
 
Crew time on the ground doubled to more than 17,000 hours in 2010 compared to the year 
before, as the National Park Service used youth hires through AmeriCorps and internships to 
accomplish work in several parks.  
 
 In Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, an exotic plant management team was able to inventory 
more than 1,400 acres, checking areas around backcountry cabins, trails and airstrips that had 
never been surveyed. Most areas were still in pristine condition, with the exception of small 
infestations at several airstrips.  
 
The unwanted newcomers often display rapid growth, spread with little or no human assistance, 
and are expensive to remove and difficult to control once established. Invasive plants are a 
concern because they threaten the genetic integrity of native flora through hybridization, can 
out-compete native plant species for limited resources, and can result in loss of habitat and food 
sources for native insects, birds, fish, and other wildlife. 
 
The 2010 season was also the first time an exotic plants team was stationed at Katmai National 
Park, with work focused on the Brooks Camp area. During the season they discovered three 
invasive species that had never been documented in the park: bird vetch, fall dandelion, and 
narrowleaf hawksbeard.  
 
The NPS exotic plants program also focuses on education efforts and encourages park visitors 
and employees to recognize invasive species. At Denali NP, bus drivers found new infestations 
of narrowleaf hawksbeard, and common tansy was found just outside Wrangell-St. Elias. 
 
The 2011 field season will mark the first time herbicides will be used at multiple national parks in 
Alaska. Specific dates of application will be made available through the park when the 
application date is more definite. A description of the work to be accomplished and the 
herbicides to be use is available at http://165.83.62.205/NatRes/EPMT/2011_treatments.html 
 
All proposed applications will be made by State of Alaska certified pesticide applicators using a 
precise, spot application method with calibrated backpack sprayers. Herbicide application is 
dependent on the target plant's growth stage and the weather. Applications will only be made 
when weather conditions are appropriate. -NPS- 


