In 2011, the Beringia Days Conference was a result of collaborative effort
between the National Park Service Shared Beringian Heritage Program and the
Institute of the North.

The Institute of the North’s mission is to understand the reality, the richness
and the responsibility of the North. The institute is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization specializing in how to utilize and care for the resource rich commons
for the benefit of those living in and on the commons. Areas of special study
include Alaska, the many regions of the Arctic and other areas of the world that
are wealthy in both human cultures and natural resources. The institute has
gained a wide reputation as a center for the study of commonly owned lands,
seas and resources using Alaska as a model. The institute’s mission is vital to
Alaska’s role as a key stakeholder in policy affecting the Arctic. The institute
stands at a pivotal place where ideas and connections matter — across the state
and on a global scale. In the Arctic, the institute is both an advocate and a
convener. For more information about the Institute of the North, visit http://
www.institutenorth.org .

The Shared Beringian Heritage Program recognizes and celebrates the natural
resources and cultural heritage shared by Russia and the United States on

both sides of the Bering Strait. The program seeks local resident, national and
international participation in the preservation and understanding of natural
resources and protected lands, as well as working to sustain the cultural vitality
of Native peoples of the Beringia region. For more information about the Shared
Beringian Heritage Program, visit http://www.nps.gov/akso/beringia .
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