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Paddlers enjoy Cheadle Lake, a former 100-acre log storage pond. Photo:  City of Lebanon

“Voice of the River” Resonates in Baker City
Baker City’s Leo Adler Memorial Parkway is a 2.5-mile riverside 
park and pathway connecting a series of eight public spaces 
along the Powder River, including gardens honoring the early 
Chinese community, mining history, and the Leo Adler Walk of 
Scholars. Interpretive themes and public art projects depicting 
“the voice of the river” were integrated in the concept plan that 
RTCA helped partners craft several years ago. Since then, the 
city has leveraged $1.5 million for trail construction, land ac-
quisitions and easements, river restoration, interpretive displays 
and public art. 

CURRENT PROJECTS
1. Cheadle Lake Recreation Area

City of Lebanon 

2. Columbia River Heritage Trail 
Irrigon Junior-Senior High School

3. Eugene Mountain Bike Park
Lane County Mountain Bike Association 

4. Fossil Heritage Trail
Wheeler County 

5. Post Canyon Trail System
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, USFS 

6. Sandy River Water Trail
American Whitewater 

7. WA-OR Bi-State Regional Trails 
Metro Parks and Greenspaces 

Find out more about each project starting on page 2.

Projects and Partners 2009

“Recreation 
has really in-
creased--you 
should see the 
river--kids 
are loaded in 
there!”  

- Baker City Planner.
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Bas relief murals on the sides of several old 
bridges along the parkway depict “the voice 

of the river” and stories from Baker City’s Rich 
History.  Photo: NPS-RTCA



1. Cheadle Lake Recreation 
Area
Lead Partner:  City of Lebanon

RTCA is partnering with the City of 
Lebanon to develop a master plan 
for a recently abandoned lumber mill 
and its 100-acre log storage pond, the 
largest in the U.S.  RTCA will assist with 
community outreach, development of 
a project timeline and action plan, and 
the creation of a master plan includ-
ing land-based trails, a water trail, 
camping, fishing, boat launches, event 
center and day-use facility.

2. Columbia River Heritage 
Trail
Lead Partner:
Irrigon Junior-Senior High School

Irrigon High School’s 9th/10th grade 
“Science Inquiry” class is using the 
Columbia River Heritage Trail as an 
outdoor classroom, effectively launch-
ing an educational program recom-
mended in their 2000 trail plan. The 
RTCA program was asked to return to 
Morrow County--a decade after assist-
ing regional partners develop the trail 
plan--to mentor classroom efforts to 

monitor trailside ecology, lead a river/
trail cleanup, and increase regional 
awareness and use of the Heritage Trail 
through PowerPoint presentations, an 
interpretive guide, and trail signage.

3. Eugene Mountain Bike 
Park
Lead Partner:  Lane County Mountain 
Bike Association

Lane County Mountain Bike Associa-
tion is working with Oregon Depart-
ment of Transportation and the Cities 
of Eugene and Springfield to create a 
mountain bike skills park in the unused 
area underneath an interstate bridge. 
RTCA is assisting project partners by 
providing guidance, facilitating resolu-
tion of issues and helping to develop a 
conceptual site plan.

4. Fossil Heritage Trail
Lead Partner:  Wheeler County

The John Day Basin in north-central 
Oregon is renowned for spectacular 
geological formations and deposits of 
prehistoric fossils dating back 50 mil-
lion years; the region has been desig-

nated a World Heritage Area. Together, 
Wheeler County, the City of Fossil, and 
the Fossil School District have asked 
RTCA to help them develop a plan 
for a local heritage trail to showcase 
the region’s rich natural and cultural 
history. The partners envision a 2-3 
mile urban trail network in Fossil that 
will connect geological and historical 
sites, paleobotanical collections, public 

Current Projects

Eugene bike advocates are planning a 
mountain bike skills park that uses 

technical design features. 
Photo: Evergreen Mountainbike Aliance

A singletrack rider uses a popular trail in 
the Post Canyon Trails system.

Photo: Hood River County Forestry Dept.

RTCA is helping Oregon State Parks and Recreation, the Bureau of Land Management, and other 
partners develop a river access plan for the Sandy River.  Photo: Matt Mooreland



art and key community destinations. 
The project sponsors anticipate active 
participation of K-12 students.

5. Post Canyon Trails System
Lead Partner: Columbia River Gorge 
Natural Scenic Area, USFS

The Columbia Gorge National Scenic 
Area applied to RTCA for assistance in 
developing a trail plan for the popular 
but unmanaged Post Canyon Trails.  
RTCA is helping to develop an action 
plan for the planning effort, conduct a 
trail inventory, and facilitate decision-
making. Other partners in the project 

include Oregon State Parks and Recre-
ation Department, Hood River County, 
International Mountain Biking Associa-
tion and the Backcountry Horsemen of 
America.  

6. Sandy River Water Trail & 
River Access
Lead Partner: American Whitewater 

The successful outcome of this project 
will be a river access plan for the Sandy 
River. Key partners include Oregon 
State Parks and Recreation, and the 
Bureau of Land Management. RTCA is 

helping to facilitate planning meeings, 
conduct a public parcel inventory, and 
develop a water trail plan. 

7. WA-OR Bi-State Regional 
Trails
Lead Partner: City of Vancouver/Clark 
County Parks & Recreation Deparment/
Portland Metro

RTCA is working with local and region-
al governments and non-profits from 
WA and OR to inventory existing trails 
in the Vancouver/Portland Metro Area 
to prioritize opportunities, identify and 
solve issues, and create a trail plan.

Current Projects (cont.)

A bi-state trails website will soon showcase 
historic and scenic attractions in the Vancouver/

Portland Metro Area. 
Photos: Portland Metro

The Sandy River, with headwaters on magestic Mount Hood, is a 55-mile tributary of the Columbia 
River. Only an hour’s drive from Portland, the Sandy draws lots of whitewater paddlers and rafters, 

and is extremely loved by fishermen.  Photo: Wikipedia 



Exper ience your americ a™

We’re Here For You. 
Could your project benefit  

from RTCA Staff Assistance? 
Contact us to find out. 

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance (RTCA) 
Program is the community 
assistance arm of the National 
Park Service. RTCA staff provide 
technical assistance to community 
groups and local, state, and 
federal government agencies 
working to protect natural 
areas and water resources and 
enhance close-to-home outdoor 
recreation opportunities. We 
help communities plan, organize 
partnerships, and achieve on-the-
ground success on projects they 
initiate. 

Find more information online at 
www.nps.gov/rtca

Michael Linde, Program Manager
206.220.4113
michael_linde@nps.gov

Alex Stone
206.220.4108
alex_stone@nps.gov

Bryan Bowden
360.569.2211 ext 2306
bryan_bowden@nps.gov

Dan Miller
360.816.6232
dan_miller@nps.gov

Sue Abbott
206.220.4116
sue_abbott@nps.gov

Susan Rosebrough
206.220.4121
susan_rosebrough@nps.gov

Jacksonville Woodlands Wins 
State Award
In 2007, the Jacksonville Woodlands 
Association received the Oregon Heri-
tage Excellence Award for protecting the 
natural and cultural heritage of historic 
Jacksonville through establishment of the 
Jacksonville Woodlands and Trail System. 
After RTCA assisted with development 
of a woodlands management plan, the 
Association acquired over 320 acres of 
land, developed 10 miles of trails, installed 
interpretive signs; commissioned public art, and published visitor brochures. Grants of 
$908,500 funded wildfire hazards reduction and restoration of woodlands habitat on 
1,335 acres.

Visitors to the Jacksonville Woodlands try their 
hand at gold panning.  Photo: Larry Smith

“Of the hundreds of towns that we have visited this past 
year, I have not found any town the size of Jacksonville 
with the foresight and citizen support to have success-
fully preserved over 300 acres of natural woodlands 
like we have.”

Larry Smith, Jacksonville Woodlands Association

Water Trail Pairs 
Paddling with 
Ecology
RTCA worked with the 
Lower Columbia River 
Estuary Partnership in 
2004 to create the Lower 
Columbia River Water 
Trail, a 146-mile stretch 
of the Columbia River 
between Bonneville Dam 
and the Pacific Ocean. 

The Estuary Partnership 
recently initiated “On-
River Educational Field 
Trips in Big Canoes,” 
where students, teachers, 
and parents measure water 
quality, observe wildlife, 
and learn about water 
safety. 

For more news, visit www.
columbiawatertrail.org. 

Recent Successes cont.

Two 34-foot canoes serve as floating classrooms on the Lower 
Columbia River Water Trail. 

Photo: Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership


