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Potential Yellow Pine Rail Trail route with Spring Mountains in the background. Photo: Liz Smith-Incer.

PROJECTS AND PARTNERS 2009 Recent SU_CCQSSQS
Yellow Pine Rail Trail receives $250,000

RTCA collaboratively led community members of Good-
springs, Nevada, in creating a shared vision and trail design
guidelines for the Yellow Pine Rail Trail. The proposed trail,
mostly located on lands owned by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, would begin at or near the historic Yellow Pine Mine in
Goodsprings, Nevada and terminate in Jean, Nevada. Utilizing
the remaining historic railroad beds, the Yellow Pine Rail Trail
offers a rare opportunity for recreational users to enjoy a 12
mile journey exploring history, the natural landscape and the
bountiful resources of the Mohave Desert. Linking to buildings
and features within Goodsprings related to the mining history
of the town, the trail would provide an opportunity for educa-
tion. Additionally, potential connections to the Old Spanish
Trail and the Spring Mountains Range are envisioned.

Using the Yellow Pine Rail Trail vision and trail design guide-

1. Lake Tahoe Water Trail lines as a foundation, Yellow Pine Rail Trail design is underway

California Tahoe Conservancy . through a grant of $250,000 from the Southern Nevada Public
2. Last Chance Park Lands Management Act (SNPLMA) Special Account. The
Town of Pahrump project will include a feasibility analysis, the development of
3. Rosewood Trail detailed design recommendations for the trail and proposed
City of Reno trailhead(s), the identification of trail connections and a project
4. Spring Valley Trails phasing plan.

Southwest Action Network (SWAN)

5. Valley of Fire State Park Recreation
State of Nevada

6. Southern Nevada Agency Partnership
SNAP Interagency Recreation Team

Find out more about each project starting on page 2. .
continued on page 4
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1. Lake Tahoe Water Trail

Location: Lake Tahoe Basin in the
Sierra Nevada mountains in California
and Nevada

Partner: California Tahoe Conservancy
RTCA Contact: Barbara Rice

Project Goal

Kayaking on Lake Tahoe, jewel of the
Sierra, known for its outstanding natu-
ral and recreational resources, is grow-
ing. Public agencies in the Lake Tahoe
Basin have come together to address
management challenges in support of
sustainable recreation in this fragile
alpine ecosystem.

RTCA Role

RTCA is assisting a collaborative team
of agencies, groups, and community
stakeholders and supporting broader
community engagement to further
shared management, stewardship, and
interpretation.

2. Last Chance Park

Location: Northwest of Pahrump
Partner: Town of Pahrump
RTCA Contact: Deb Reardon

Project Goal

The Town of Pahrump has experienced
significant growth in the last decade.
Residents have identified a need

to protect Last Chance Park, a 1600
property owned by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM), in advance of
future development. The Last Chance
mountain range is a rugged landscape
that provides open space, habitat for
bighorn sheep and other wildlife, and
an area for recreation.

There is a need to create a community-
wide vision, conceptual plan and

implementation strategy for Last
Chance Park. Design ideas for the park
include a network of trails, interpre-
tive signage, supporting facilities and
infrastructure, and opportunities for
wildlife viewing. Involvement by
many community partners, including
the BLM, Pahrump Valley Chamber of
Commerce, and Boys and Girls Club, is
expected.

RTCA Role

With assistance from RTCA, the
community of Pahrump will develop
a conceptual plan for Last Chance
Park through a community-wide,
collaborative design charrette.
Additionally, strategies for long-term

Federal and local agency staff and OHV users explore opportunities at the proposed Last Chance Park
in Pahrump, NV. Photo: Gina B. Good, Pahrump Valley Times

stewardship and an implementation
plan will be developed.

3. Rosewood Trail

Location: In the Rosewood Wash lo-
cated in west Reno at the foot of the
Sierra Nevada range

Partner: Scenic Nevada

RTCA Contact: Deb Reardon

Project Goal

The City of Reno Open Space and
Greenways Plan identified the Rose-
wood Wash and Canyon as a priority
open space corridor. The Rosewood
Wash and Trail has also been recog-
nized by Scenic Nevada’s Last Chance
Scenic Places publication. The wash and
canyon is a large major drainageway
and includes extensive riparian habi-
tat. According to the Open Space and
Greenways Plan, Rosewood provides an
opportunity for multiple uses, including
wildlife viewing and trail development.

The City of Reno is currently develop-
ing a conceptual plan for 2-mile trail
between Belford Road and Cashill




Current Projects

Boulevard, referred to as the Rosewood
Trail. This segment would connect

to the citywide trails and open space
system envisioned in the Open Space
and Greenways Plan. While the project
area is primarily neighborhood based,
it may serve as a demonstration project
for wash protection and trail develop-
ment that may be replicated in other
similar corridors in Reno.

RTCA Role

RTCA will assist the city in developing a
trail plan and implementation strategy
through collaborative community and
partner involvement.

Spring Valley Trails
Location: Located in Clark County, Ne-
vada in the Town of Spring Valley
Partner: Southwest Action Network
RTCA Contact: Deb Reardon

Project Goal

Unlike many master-planned communi-
ties in the Las Vegas Valley, much of
Spring Valley was not planned with
considerations for trails and open
space. The Southwest Action Network
(SWAN), a non-profit that supports
community planning, identified a need
for an open space and trails system in
the Spring Valley area.

The project area includes a 500 acre
neighborhood that contains approxi-
mately 155 acres of County-owned
open land, which may present a poten-
tial opportunity for trail development
and open space protection. In order to
pursue designation of these lands for
trail and/or open space uses, a feasibili-
ty study and conceptual plan is needed.
Project partners will include nearby
schools, Clark County, area residents,
and others.

RTCA Role

RTCA will facilitate a collaborative
planning process to evaluate trail fea-
sibility, identify viable trail alignments
and open space areas, and prepare trail
cross-sections and design standards.

5. Valley of Fire State Park

Recreation

Location: In Overton, Nevada, 50 miles
northeast of Las Vegas

Partner: State of Nevada

RTCA Contact: Deb Reardon

Project Goal

Valley of Fire State Park is Nevada'’s
oldest and largest State Park and
includes red sandstone formations,
historic structures, petroglyphs, endan-
gered species and historic trails. The
size of the Valley of Fire State Park has
been expanded since the 1990 Man-
agement Plan, growing from 35,300
acres to 42,539 acres. Additionally,
trails have been developed in adjacent
communities, such as the Logandale
trails, that were not considered in the
current Plan.

Therefore, a Plan update is needed in
order to identify outdoor recreation
needs, designate and close trails, and
protect sensitive resource areas. Public
involvement will include many com-
munity partners, including Partners

in Conservation, Lake Mead National
Recreation Area, and the nearby com-
munities of Overton, Logandale and
Glendale.

RTCA Role

RTCA will assist with public work-
shops and other strategic engagement
related to the Valley of Fire State Park
Management Plan update. RTCA will
facilitate focused community dialogue
related to recreation and trail plan-
ning.

Additional Community
Support

6. Southern Nevada Agency

Partnership (SNAP)
Location: Southern Nevada region
Partner: SNAP Interagency Recreation
and OHV Team

RTCA staff in Nevada is partially sup-
ported through a partnership with the
Southern Nevada Agency Partnership
(SNAP). As part of this collaboration,
RTCA staff serves as Project Manager
for the Southern Nevada Agency Part-
nership (SNAP) Interagency Recreation
and OHV Team. In this capacity, RTCA
supports completion of the Interagency
Recreation Strategy and Interagency
OHV Strategy projects and facilitates
team development.

Visitors enjoy the White Dome Trail at Valley of Fire State Park in Overton, NV.
Photo: State of Nevada




We’re Here For You.
Could your project benefit
from RTCA Staff Assistance?
Contact us to find out.

Deborah Reardon
(702) 839-5579
deborah_reardon@nps.gov

THE RTCA PROGRAM

The Rivers, Trails, and Conserva-
tion Assistance (RTCA) Program
is the community assistance arm
of the National Park Service.
RTCA staff provides technical
assistance to community groups
and local, state, and federal
government agencies working to
protect natural areas and water
resources and enhance close-to-
home outdoor recreation oppor-
tunities. We help communities
plan, organize partnerships, and
achieve on-the-ground success
on projects they initiate. By in-
vesting in the protection of spe-
cial places, recreation, tourism,
and well planned development,
local leaders can bring long-last-
ing economic and quality of life
benefits to their communities.

For more information about the
RTCA program and how to apply
for assistance, please visit our
web site.

www.nps.gov/rtca
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Design charrette participants explore Carson River Park, part of the Silver Saddle Ranch & Carson
River area in Carson City, NV. Photo: Anne Dove, NPS RTCA.

Over 380 Acres of Open Space Acquired for Silver Saddle
Ranch and Carson River Area

With assistance from RTCA, the Friends of Silver Saddle Ranch conducted a commu-
nity-wide planning and design “charrette” (multi-day workshop) in order to develop a
vision and conceptual plan the Silver Saddle Ranch and Carson River area. The 3800+
acre planning area contains some of the last undeveloped open space in Carson City
and provides access to the Carson River frontage in Eagle Valley. During the plan-
ning process, over 380 acres of priority open space areas were acquired by Carson
City Open Space Division and BLM and integrated into the planning area and char-
rette process. Situated between the Pine Nut Mountains and Prison Hill Recreation
Area, the Ranch is a critical link in Carson City’s Unified Trails Master Plan. The area
includes significant natural, cultural and historic resources, including a working ranch.

Through the 3-day design charrette, a proposed conceptual plan was developed that
includes trails, educational and interpretive areas, preservation areas, and lands for
many passive recreation uses including bird watching, biking, hiking, fishing and rock
climbing. Additionally, strategies for management, marketing and outreach, educa-
tion, and stewardship were developed.




