United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

FEB 12 2016

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski

Chairman, Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources

United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Murkowski:

[ am pleased to transmit to Congress the Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study and
Environmental Assessment and the accompanying Finding of No Significant Impact. The
Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-229, May 2008) directed the National Park
Service (NPS) to evaluate the suitability and feasibility of designating all or a portion of the area
known as the Rim of the Valley Corridor as a unit of Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation
Area (Santa Monica Mountains NRA) and to consider the methods and means for the protection and
interpretation of the corridor by the NPS, other federal, state, or local government entities, or private
or non-governmental organizations.

The study area covers approximately 650,000 acres in the Los Angeles region of southern California.
It includes the mountains encircling the San Fernando, La Crescenta, Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo
valleys; the area within the existing boundary of Santa Monica Mountains NRA; and lands in the San
Gabriel Mountains managed by the U.S. Forest Service as part of the Angeles National Forest and
the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument.

The NPS evaluated the eligibility criteria for boundary adjustments, found in NPS Management
Policies 2006 (Section 3.5), and determined that certain lands in the Rim of the Valley Corridor met
the criteria. Expanding the boundary of Santa Monica Mountains NRA to include these eligible
lands would protect significant resources and values and enhance opportunities for public enjoyment
related to park purposes. Within an expanded management area, the park would be better able to
maintain its habitat values and high biodiversity through connecting wildlife corridors and protecting
broader ecosystem resources. There would be potential opportunities for the NPS to reach out to
neighborhoods in the City of Los Angeles and other nearby communities, which contain some of the
most ethnically diverse and densely populated areas in the United States. A boundary adjustment
would be feasible for the park to administer, based on the continuation of the existing collaborative
partnership-based management model.

The NPS analyzed four management options or alternatives to determine the adequacy of protection
measures in the study area. In addition to Santa Monica Mountains NRA, other land management
agencies and organizations are engaged in conservation, open space, and/or recreational efforts
within this area. However, the park has limited authority for involvement in collaborative activities
beyond the established park boundary. The NPS found that the most effective and efficient option
would be a boundary adjustment to Santa Monica Mountains NRA that would add approximately
170,000 acres to the park’s existing 153,000 acres. This would provide the NPS with the fullest
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range of conservation tools and authorities to protect significant resources and provide visitor
enjoyment opportunities. The boundary adjustment area does not include any areas of the Angeles
National Forest or San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. This alternative is the Department of
the Interior’s preferred management option.

The selected alternative, which is described in detail in the Findings of No Significant Impact, would
continue the park’s collaborative management framework, which recognizes a complex mix of
existing land use, ownership, and regulatory authorities. It includes authority for the NPS to provide
technical assistance to surrounding local communities, agencies, and private landowners to maintain
habitat connectivity, protect significant resources, and plan for new parks and trails. Approximately
42 percent of the boundary adjustment area is currently protected by other land management agencies
and organizations for conservation, open space, and/or recreational purposes, and the NPS would
serve as a catalyst in furthering these efforts. The selected alternative offers the potential for
increasing the availability of recreational opportunities for a broad range of urban audiences,
including many who are underrepresented in national parks and underserved by state and local parks.

The NPS conducted a significant public involvement process with local governments, private and
public property owners, organizations, and community members. It found strong local support for a
boundary addition to Santa Monica Mountains NRA. Comments received during public review of
the study report indicate support for future partnerships within the potential expansion area.

In addition to completing the special resource study report, the study legislation required the
Secretary of the Interior to document the process used to develop the Santa Monica Mountains NRA
Fire Management Plan and all activity conducted pursuant to the plan designed to protect lives and
property from wildfire. The documentation can be found in Appendix G of the study report.

An identical letter is being sent to the Honorable Maria Cantwell, Ranking Member, Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, United States Senate; the Honorable Rob Bishop, Chairman,
Committee on Natural Resources, House of Representatives; and the Honorable Rail M. Grijalva,
Ranking Member, Committee on Natural Resources, House of Representatives. The affected
California delegation members and members representing other congressional districts in the region
will also receive a copy of this letter, the study report, and the other enclosures.

Sincerely,
/7%;,«4 f e
Michael Bean

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks

Enclosures



