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Management Plan for National Heritage Area Approved

On May, 8, 2008, Congress designated a

corridor stretching from Niagara Falls to

Youngstown to become the Niagara Falls

National Heritage Area. Four year later,
Congress approved the Management
Plan, which will serve as the structure for
the organization. The 17-member
federal commission worked diligently
with community stakeholders and

The management plan will
bring our region vitality to
interpreting our history.

consultants to develop the plan.

Dr. Thomas Chambers, Chairman of the
Commission stated, “The approval of our
Management Plan marks a significant
milestone for the Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area and the communities
included within its scope. We can now
begin to build the capacity of local
historical societies and civic groups to
help interpret the rich, diverse history of
the Falls to Fort area. Whether in
Niagara Falls, Lewiston, Youngstown, or
thematically related sites in Niagara and
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Erie Counties, citizens and visitors can
expect to see improved heritage tourism
opportunities that will help build our
area’s economy and vitality. This is a
great moment for Western New York,
and | think that the Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area will become the most
vibrant and thriving of the 49 national
heritage areas across the United States.
Thanks to all of the commissioners and
community members who helped to
create this plan, and special thanks to
our consultant team for their hard work.”

The management plan received
widespread support from local, state,
national and tribal nation leaders,
educational institutions, historical and non-
profit organizations. With the approval of
the Management Plan, the National
Heritage Area will receive an increase in
funding of its federal grant.

Implementation of high priority actions will
begin immediately.

Copies of the Management Plan are
available at public libraries and online at
http://www.nps.gov/nifa
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Mission Statement

The work of the Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area is to enhance public
appreciation for the communities, significant
historic and natural resources, and
landscapes of the Niagara region. The
National Heritage Area works through a
network of heritage area partners who seek
to make interpretive, environmental,
economic and social improvements that
benefit residents and visitors alike. Where
initiative is lacking, the National Heritage
Area will fill the gap. In pursuing this
mission, the Niagara Falls National Heritage
Area encourages historic preservation,
recreational access and environmental
recovery. We value authenticity, cultural
diversity, high quality-design, energy
efficiency, regional and cross-border
leadership, open communication, and
transparency.
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Niagara Falls National Heritage Area
stretches from the western boundary of
Wheatfield, New York to the mouth of
the Niagara River on Lake Ontario,
including the communities of Niagara
Falls, Youngstown, and Lewiston. The
region is home to natural wonders, rich
cultural traditions, and nationally
significant historical sites.
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National Park Foundation awards
National Heritage Area with

“America’s Best Idea” Grant

In April, the Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area received word that it was a
recipient of the “America’s Best Idea”
grant awarded by the National Park
Foundation. The grant provided funds
the fourth graders from Niagara Falls City
School District to visit Old Fort Niagara,
in honor of the bicentennial of the War of
1812. Through a partnership with
WNED, the National Heritage Area
provided teachers with previsit materials
including the PBS Documentary, War of
1812, its accompanying educator’s guide
and a full color poster depicting the
Niagara region’s tremendous role in this
conflict that shaped the American nation.
On October 12, 2012, approximately 600
students visited Old Fort Niagara.
Interactive educational stations were set
up on the grounds and in the buildings of
the fort. Students experienced a wide
range of hands-on activities from learning
the trade of a blacksmith to the
operations of the trading post. A late-
season artillery demonstration over Lake
Ontario completed the field trip. Due to

severe budget restrictions, field trips are
almost non-existent for many school
districts. This trip enabled young people
to discover the remarkable history within
their backyard and allowed them access
to high quality, authentic experience at
one of our regions premier historical

Approximately, 600 students
experienced Old Fort Niagara and
learned firsthand our region’s
history.

destination; Old Fort Niagara. An
informal survey indicated that nearly 81%
of the students had not been to Old Fort
Niagara. In addition to providing this
experience, the grant also funded the
development of a digital application for
future use by students and teachers to
discover the significant historic, cultural
and natural resources that make up the
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area.

(Continues on next page)



ABI Grant, cont.

Students attending the field trip

wrote essays and thank you notes
which highlighted the experience.
Many expressed the desire to visit Old
Fort Niagara and learn more about the
region’s history.

In addition to this field trip, the Niagara
Falls National Heritage Area partnered
with the Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor to provide these
same students with the opportunity to
learn more about one of our region’s
greatest accomplishments; the Erie
Canal. Through the National Park
Foundation “Ticket to Ride” grant, the
fourth grade class of Niagara Falls
City School District visited the Erie

Canal Discovery Center in Lockport
this past November. Teachers
received pre-visit educational
materials from the Albany Institute of
History and students were able to
witness, through partnership with the
Canal Corporation, the opening and
closing of the locks.

Both of these opportunities
demonstrated the commitment of the
Niagara Falls National Heritage Area
to providing experiences for youth,
inside and outside of the classroom, to
discover the remarkable natural and
historic resources our region has to
offer. By discovering the history within
their backyard, students can learn how
our history shaped our nation.

Learn more...

To learn more about the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area, you can follow us on
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/discoverniagara or on Twitter at

http://www.twitter.com/niagaraheritage . While the organization’s website is being
developed, please follow the official National Park Service website for the National

Heritage Area at http://www.nps.gov/nifa
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WAR OF 1812 TRADING CARD PROGRAM

In June, 2012, the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area released the first card in a
series to commemorate the region’s contributions to the War of 1812. This is a
coordinated effort between Champlain Valley National Heritage Area and Niagara
Falls National Heritage Area to bring visibility to the untold stories of the War of

1812. The first card in the series commemorates the heroic efforts of Betsy Doyle.

These cards are available at Old Fort Niagara and have been distributed to over
thirty school districts within Western New York. The next card in the series is
expected to be released in late January. This has been an excellent educational
tool to promote the history within the Niagara Falls National Heritage Area.
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