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Fifty Acres of Desert to Mountain Transition Habitat Preserved 
 
Los Angeles County, CA (August 27, 2007) - Where the 
San Gabriel Mountains meet the Mojave Desert, two sites 
totaling nearly fifty acres were preserved this summer 
through the efforts of a fledgling non-profit land trust, the 
Transition Habitat Conservancy (THC).  Since 2006, THC's 
mission has been to preserve natural areas and wildlife 
habitat along the Mojave Desert-San Gabriel Mountain 
boundary for future generations to enjoy and experience.   
 
The all-volunteer THC’s first preservation success was 
undertaken through partnership with the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy, a California state agency, which currently owns and manages the land.  The 
9-acre property acquisition, funded by THC, is prime Mojave Desert-San Gabriel Mountain transition 
habitat located near Devil’s Punchbowl Regional Park (shown in photo).  Another 40 acres were 
preserved through a private land donation near the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve Park, part of the 
California State Parks system.   
 
The National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program provided 
organizational development, capacity building, and partnership-building assistance to THC.  For more 
information about the Transition Habitat Conservancy and their recent efforts, please contact Anne 
Dove, Outdoor Recreation Planner, at anne_dove@nps.gov or 323-441-9307. 
  
Surplus Military Land Becomes One of the Largest Protected Areas in Puerto Rico   
 
Ceiba, PR (August 29, 2007) - The National Park Service Federal 
Lands to Parks program is transferring 2,986 acres (valued at 
$14,932,430) of the former Naval Station Roosevelt Roads to the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources (DNER), at no cost, for public park and 
recreation use.  For the past 60 years, the U.S. Navy has protected 
these shoreline, riverine, and estuarine wetland parcels; now, the 
Puerto Rico Conservation Trust will assist the DNER in the 
development and management of this outstanding resource. The 
property will be used for environmental education and nature 
interpretation, hiking, nature, and mountain bicycle trails, wildlife 
observation, snorkeling, and scuba diving.   
 
This property is the fourth largest acreage conveyed to a State, 
Commonwealth or local government nationwide, and the third largest 
conveyance in the Southeast Region since the program’s inception in 
1949. The transfer was negotiated by NPS Federal Lands to Parks staff.  
For more information, please contact Bill Huie, Federal Lands to Parks 
Program Manager, at Bill_Huie@nps.gov or 404-562-3175.  
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