
Accessible Arts' Eleanor Craig helps students from 
the Kansas School for the Blind teach trails to 4th 
graders at DC's SAIL School. 
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Football, Fish, and Oaks: 20 acres of Watershed Restoration Kicks Off 
Pasadena, CA (January 16, 2008) 
 
Beneath the historic Colorado Street Bridge as 
the Arroyo Seco stream roared by, nearly 75 
officials and community members gathered on 
a crisp winter afternoon to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of the $2.5 million Central 
Arroyo Seco Stream Restoration program.  
Three arroyo chub, a special status fish species 
native to the Arroyo, watched the proceedings 
from a display tank, unaware that the event was 
largely about them.  The program, which is 
being led by the Arroyo Seco Foundation and 
the City of Pasadena, will restore 20 acres of 
riparian and upland habitat, improve trails 
adjacent to the Arroyo Seco, and introduce 
innovative urban storm water management 
features that will capture trash and filter 
pollutants from the developed portions of the 
Central Arroyo, which include the world-famous Rose Bowl Football Stadium.  
 
The National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
provided planning, public engagement, and partnership-building assistance to the Arroyo 
Seco Foundation as part of the Arroyo Seco Watershed Restoration Feasibility effort 
which identified project opportunities in the Central Arroyo.  For more information, please 
contact Anne Dove, Outdoor Recreation Planner, at anne_dove@nps.gov or 323-441-
9307. 
 
Blind Students Teach Trail Skills 
Kansas City, KS (January 28)  

 
Accessible Arts (AA) serves to foster 
arts outreach to the Kansas School for 
the Blind.  Eleanor Craig, AA staff 
member has developed a program 
called Discovery Trails that creates 
opportunities for the students to explore 
America's historic trails through 
experiential encounters like trekking in 
the footsteps of pioneers, pulling loaded 
sledges over Lewis and Clark's 
portages, and learning ancient flute 
tunes from Nez Perce people.  The 
National Park Service trails office in 



Santa Fe has been one of several financial supporters of Accessible Arts.  The 
Discovery Trails program was selected to receive a Coming Up Taller award 
(coordinated by the National Endowments for the Humanities and the Arts) at the White 
House on January 28.  Later that day, AA students shared their trail skills with 4th 
graders at DC's School for Arts In Learning (SAIL) through map models, dancing, songs, 
and crafts.  It was clear to all attendees how the trail experiences have transformed 
these students.  For more information, contact Steve Elkinton, National Trails System 
Office, at steve_elkinton@nps.gov or 202-354-6938. 
 
Paddle with the Tides: 30 miles of the Siuslaw Water Trail Open 
Mapleton to Florence, Central Oregon Coast (January 2008) 
 
This fall the Siuslaw Water Trail was formally 
unveiled to the public.  After more than three years 
of efforts by the Port of Siuslaw, Siuslaw 
Watershed Council, and numerous local volunteers, 
the water trail was opened for business.  Roughly 
30 miles, this paddle trail takes boaters from 
Mapleton (and the upper end of tidal influence) 
down along old-growth forests and lumber mills to 
the Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area and 
eventually the Pacific Ocean.  The Port and 
Watershed Council applied for and received 
assistance from the National Park Service Rivers, 
Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program to 
work with partners such as local paddle shops and 
paddlers, and local and federal land managers to inventory the sites along the proposed 
water trail, develop a trail plan, and create a guide and website for the water trail.  The 
effort received a boost from the Recreation Trails Program in the form of a grant for 
$25,000.  For more information, please contact Dan Miller at dan_miller@nps.gov or 
360-816-6232. Check out an interactive map & guidebook at www.siuslawwatertrail.com 
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