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Smith-Incer helps build trails

Thursday, October 15, 2009
By HARLAN KIRGAN

Liz Smith-Incer's said her job with the National Park Service is to help communities build trails.

The Florida native who works at the Gulf Islands National Seashore park in Ocean Springs
recently helped launch the Old Fort Bayou Blueway, a water trail from Gulf Hills Hotel and
Conference Center to The Shed in Ocean Springs.

Smith-Incer assisted the Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain in developing the trail in her
job as director of the Mississippi field office for the Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance
program.

The program provides technical assistance to community groups interested in creating land and
water trails, she said. The resources can include information on grants and land available for
conversion into parks.

A current project is to develop a recreation corridor on the Pascagoula River with the
Pasacagoula River Basin Alliance. Land Trust, the Pascagoula Audubon and Gulf Coast
Heritage Trails Partnership, she said.

Smith-Incer said she arrived here from Nevada in 2007 as the National Park Service responded
to Hurricane Katrina. She had spent three years in the Peace Corps working in Nicaragua and
then started working with the park service in 2001 as a student worker and in the same year,
landed a job in Tucson to open a trails field office, she said.

Smith-Incer said she loves her job because of the "inspiration | get from working with
communities that want to accomplish conservation-related goals.”

A couple of current trail ideas are to extend a coastal paddling trail that exists in Florida west to
Mississippi and a beach-level walking trail to link the U.S. 90 bridges at Pascagoula and Bay St.
Louis.

Smith-Incer said one of her interests is getting children reconnected to nature as "sort of a
rejuvenation tool for us in our very busy lives and as the world is changing as fast as it | think we
have a treasure in our Mississippi Gulf Coast. I'm hoping through my work with the National Park
Service and just in my personal life, | might motivate folks to see their natural environment as
more of a treasured landscape."...
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