
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cooper Lake Relicensing Project involves the Cooper 
Lake reservoir, Cooper Creek, the Kenai River, and associated 
areas on Alaska’s central Kenai Peninsula.  Relicensing for 
this 20 MW, pre-statehood project began in 2002, using the 
enhanced traditional licensing process. Collaboration between 
the licensee, resource agencies, and other stakeholders resulted 
in a comprehensive settlement agreement which was signed in 
August 2005 for a 50-year license. The National Park Service 
was a signatory to this agreement, along with Chugach Electric 
Association and a diverse group of state and federal agencies, 
tribes, and non-profit organizations. The agreement is currently 
under FERC review. 
 
Flow Restoration and Recreation Enhancements 
The agreement includes provisions to restore flows and 
essential fish habitat in Cooper Creek through construction of a 
water bypass structure in Cooper Lake dam with releases based 
on a seasonal flow regime.  Spawning and rearing habitat for 
several species of salmon and other fish which historically 
used the creek will be available for the first time since Cooper 
Creek was dewatered by the project in the early 1960s. 
 
The agreement also provides for the construction and 
maintenance of a winter access parking area for skiers and 
snowmachiners using project and USFS lands, funding for 
stream temperature and fisheries monitoring, annual 
contributions to the Kenaitze Indian tribe for cultural and 
education programs, and mitigation measures for the visual 
impacts of the powerhouse, transmission line, and intake 
structure.  
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2005 Agreement Provides for Recreation and Fish Habitat Restoration 

National Park Service provides technical assistance on recreation and conservation issues to all participants in Hydropower Licensing Proceedings of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission. NPS makes recommendations on recreation access and facilities, instream flows for recreation, and protection for riparian 
corridors and conservation buffer zones.  More information on Hydropower Assistance at http://www.nps.gov/ncrc/programs/hydro/ 
 
For more information about National Park Service project involvement, contact Cassie Thomas, Cassie_Thomas@nps.gov. 
Further project information and copies of the settlement agreement are available at www.chugachelectric.com/relicensing/index.html. 
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Hydropower Assistance  

 

Through the Federal Power Act, National Park Service recommends provisions to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to mitigate and enhance conservation and recreation resources associated with licensing dams. 
 

National Park Service involvement on this project helped clarify the issues and helped ensure that varied 
interests, including those of the conservation and recreation communities, were included in the settlement 
negotiation process. 
 
Jan Konigsberg, Hydropower Reform Coalition/Alaska Public Waters Coalition 
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