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Legislative Update

Senate passes S.22 (1/15/09)

S.22 (Bingaman, D-NM), a bill to designate certain
land components of the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System, to authorize certain programs and
activities in the Department of the Interior and the
Department of Agriculture, and for other purposes.

This bill includes language designating nine new
National Heritage Areas and authorizing two new
feasibility studies. It also amends language in five

existing National Heritage Area authorizing acts.

Introduced:

S.180 (Salazar, D-CO), A bill to establish the Cache
La Poudre River National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes.

S.185 (Salazar, D-CO), A bill to establish the Sangre
de Cristo National Heritage Area in the State of
Colorado, and for other purposes.

S.186 (Salazar,D-CO), A bill to establish the South
Park National Heritage Area in the State of Colo-
rado, and for other purposes.

S.196 ( Dodd, D-CT), A bill to amend the Quine-
baug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage
Corridor Act of 1994 to increase the authorization

of appropriations and modify the date on which the
authority of the Secretary of the Interior terminates
under the Act.

HR 324 (Grijalva, D-AZ), To establish the Santa
Cruz Valley National Heritage Area, and for other
purposes.

H.R.397 (Courtney, D-CT), To extend the authoriza-
tion of the Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley

National Heritage Corridor Act of 1994, and for other
purposes.

The Flat Rock Archive, located <=
in the Arabia Mountain National
Heritage Area, preserves and
interprets history of the African
American settlement in the
region.
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National Heritage Areas, National
Park Service gather in Atlanta

On December 10-11, 2008, the National Park Service (NPS) coordinated a
meeting with all nine of the Southeast Region’s National Heritage Areas (NHA).
The Monastery of the Holy Spirit, located within the Arabia Mountain National
Heritage Area (AMNHA) near Atlanta, hosted the first-of-its kind event. The
gathering offered NHA staff the opportunity to share the stories of their unique
regions, while also discussing important issues facing the NHA program.

A broad contingent of NPS staff participated in the gathering. These included
David Vela, southeast regional director, Chris Abbett, assistant regional director
of partnerships, Marlene Riley, program assistant from the southeast regional
office and Martha Raymond, national coordinator for heritage areas. The NPS
Southeast Region NHA Support Team and NPS Park Liaisons also participated
in the meeting.

The meeting began with a warm welcome from Regional Director Vela, a
strong supporter of the NHA Program. Each NHA then shared an overview of
its key resources, themes, and partnerships. The NHA National Coordinator,
Martha Raymond, also provided an update on topics such as the budget alloca-
tion process and evaluations. The participatory format of the gathering allowed
attendees to engage in discussions aimed at identifying solutions to existing
challenges and recognizing possibilities for future collaboration.
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ANHA to hold annual meetlng In Washington, DC

For the 11th year in a row, the Al-
liance of National Heritage Areas
(ANHA) will hold its Annual Meeting
in Washington, DC. The gathering
will take place at the Union Station
Business Center on Monday, Febru-
ary 16 and Tuesday, February 17, with &5
time on Wednesday, February 18 and
Thursday, February 19 reserved for
visits to Congressional offices.

The week begins with the ANHA
Board of Directors Business Meeting
on Monday morning, which will fea- .
ture both general sessions and more PPN
specialized meetings geared towards At the annual program roundtable, ANHA members explore a topic of interest to the heri-
the concerns of specific ANHA com- tage development movement. This year’s topic is fundraising through non-federal sources.
mittees. On Tuesday, the meeting will -
feature the ANHA Program Roundtable with a focus on fund- Need more info?
raising for heritage development through non-federal sources.
Presentations will be made by the Executive Directors of four
National Heritage Areas with emphasis on facilitated questions
and comments from those in attendance.

For more information on programming through-
out the week, contact ANHA President Dayton
Sherrouse at sherrouse@augustacanal.com.

ATLANTA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

On the second day of the meeting, participants were
invited to take a tour of the AMNHA. The rich natural,
historical and cultural resources of the region provide
exceptional opportunities for recreation, environmental
education and heritage preservation. The visit included:

a walk through the Monastery and its grounds; a tour of
Georgia’s first LEED certified environmental high school
with the DeKalb County Superintendent of Schools,

Dr. Crawford Lewis; a program at the Flat Rock Ar-
chive House with founder, Johnny Waits; and a look at
the unique geologic structure of Arabia Mountain at the
Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve.

“I was very pleased with the participation and dialogue of
our first ever gathering of National Heritage Area partners
in the Southeast Region,” said Regional Director Vela.
“We eagerly look forward to furthering partnerships and
building capacity in protecting and telling America’s sto-
ries found in these very special places and communities.”
The NPS, along with all meeting participants, would
like to extend special thanks to Kelly Jordan, chair of the
Arabia Mountain National Heritage Area, for his assis-
tance in organizing and covering the costs of the meeting
in conjunction with the Monastery of the Holy Spirit. For
more information about the AMNHA, visit www.arabiaal-
liance.org. For more information about the Monastery of Credit: Robert Porter. Rockdale Citizen
the Holy Spirit, visit www.trappist.net.

Southeast Regional Director David Vela (at right) joins NPS and NHA staff
in a tour of the Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, GA given by Ab-
bot Francis Michael Stiteler (at left).
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NEWS fromthe HERITAGE AREAS

New Web site and calendar showcase
Erie Canalway NHC

nost famons and influential
irs] & 0 [ Tl

A view of the recently launched Erie Canalway NHC Web site

The Erie Canal was the Internet of its day, spreading cargo,
people, and ideas around the world. Now people can use
today’s Internet to explore America’s most famous and influen-
tial man-made waterway at www.eriecanalway.org, a new Web
site unveiled by the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor
Commission. “Our new Web site is a critically important tool
for showcasing what the Erie Canalway has to offer today and
sharing the rich history of the nation’s most significant canal
system,” said Beth Sciumeca, executive director of the Erie
Canalway National Heritage Corridor. In addition, the site
provides valuable resources and information for communities
and organizations looking to foster heritage development and
tourism.

Visitors to the site will find sections including “Explore,”
“Learn,” and “Get Involved,” as well as a “Gallery” of images
that display the Corridor’s beauty and distinctive character.
Regional maps highlight the Erie Canalway’s historic sites, en-
gineering marvels, nature preserves and parks, and recreational
opportunities to help people plan a visit. The site was designed
by Oberlander Group, an Albany based brand communications
firm that specializes in web, print and identity design. Please
feel free to contact Jean Mackay, director of communications
and outreach, at jean_mackay@partner.nps.gov with any ques-
tions or feedback on the new website.

The Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor also recently
distributed 5,000 free calendars to showcase the unique beauty,
history, and recreational appeal of New York’s canals and canal
communities. The calendar features winning images from our
third annual photo contest, which drew a record 433 entries
from 124 photographers from five states (up from 288 photos
in 2007). “The talent and enthusiasm of so many amateur
and professional photographers that participate in the Erie
Canalway photo contest each year is amazing,” said Sciumeca.

“It’s truly an honor to be able to pick the best of the best
of these stunning images that capture life along the Erie
Canalway and then share these photographs through our
website and calendar with the broader community of resi-
dents, visitors, and admirers of the Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor.”

M Cover of the new
B Erie Canalway
NHC 2009
Calendar

2009 Calendar
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Santa Train brings holiday cheer to

Lackawanna Valley

On Saturday, December 6, a special locomotive provided by
Steamtown National Historic Site stopped at train stations in
five communities in the Lackawanna Valley of northeast Penn-
sylvania. At each location, Santa disembarked to greet chil-
dren and their families. A free celebration, including music and
seasonal activities, was also held at every stop along the route.

The Santa Train is sponsored by the Lackawanna Heritage
Valley Authority, local coordinating entity for the Lackawanna
Heritage Valley National Heritage Area, in partnership with
Steamtown National Historic Site, the Delaware and Lack-
awanna Railroad, Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Rail Au-
thority, First Liberty Bank and Trust, Old Forge Bank, and the
Lackawanna Historical Society. This is the 11th year that the
Santa Train has toured the region.

The Santa Train arrives to a packed station.

NEWS, continued on page 4
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NEWS, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area partners to install interpretive signage

Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area and the Soffer Organi-
zation, a Pittsburgh based property management and develop-
ment company, partnered to produce and install interpretive
signage at Soffer’s newest retail and residential development
- the Southside Works. The Southside Works is located on the
site of the former Jones & Laughlin Company (J&L). For
over 140 years, J&L defined Pittsburgh with its huge blast
furnaces and open-hearth facilities that cast a red glow across
the city’s night sky.

Rivers of Steel and Soffer collaborated to ensure the site’s rich |
industrial history would not be lost to future generations and
produced interpretive panels that identify current landmarks
against a historic map of the old mill, describe the steel mak-
ing process, and recount the origins of the Hot Metal Bridge.
Augie Carlino, president and CEO, Rivers of Steel National ' L
Heritage Area, was joined by Pittsburgh’s Mayor Luke Raven- Augie Carlino (at left), president and CEO, Rivers of Steel Nation-
stahl and Angelo Taranto, assistant director of the Economic 2 Heritage Area, was joined by Pittsburgh’s Mayor Luke Raven-

. . stahl (center) and Angelo Taranto, assistant director, Economic
Development, Urban Redevelopment Authority at the ribbon  peyelopment, Urban Redevelopment Authority at the ribbon
cutting for the signage. cutting for the signage.

CONFERENCES, WORKSHOPS AND EVENTS

Basics of Archives online course offered by the American Association for State and
Local History (AASLH); other Web courses also available

The Basics of Archives course is designed to give organiza- Michigan Historical Center, New York State Archives, and the
tions and individuals who are responsible for the care of histori-  Ohio Historical Society. The project was funded with a grant

cal records an introduction to the core aspects of managing and from the Institute of Museum and Library Services.

protecting their collections, using appropriate principles and In addition to the archives course, AASLH is also offering

best practices. The course is web-based and takes 15-20 hours web-based courses in “Going Green,” “Are You Ready for
to complete. There are no required times to be online. You may \Volunteers,” “Seven Steps to a Successful Volunteer Recruitment
finish anytime during the five-week course period. The work- Program” and “Board Development 101.” For information about
shop was developed by a team of archives specialists from the AASLH E-Learning courses, e-mail hawkins@aaslh.org.

Council of State Historical Records Coordinators (COSHRC),

National Heritage Areas

PUBLICATIONS/RESOURCES

New National Heritage Areas Brochure Available

The National Park Service and the Alliance of National Heritage
Avreas recently completed work on an undated brochure for the pro-
gram. Featuring all 40 Congressionally-designated National Heritage
Areas, the guide highlights the how and why behind the heritage area
approach to cooperative conservation and partnership-based sustain-
able economic development. For more information or to request a
copy, contact eleanor_mahoney@contractor.nps.gov. A PDF copy of
the brochure is also available at www.nps.gov/history/heritageareas.
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ASSISTANCE/AWARDS

EPA Grant Programs for Environmental Justice

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is offering various grants to support its work in environmental justice - the fair
treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the
development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. EPA has this goal for all com-
munities and persons across this Nation. The Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving Cooperative Agreement
Program provides financial assistance to eligible organizations working on or planning to work on projects to address local
environmental and/or public health issues in their communities, using EPA’s “Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-
Solving Model.” The Environmental Justice Small Grants Program provides financial assistance to eligible organizations to
build collaborative partnerships, to identify the local environmental and/or public health issues, and to envision solutions and
empower the community through education, training, and outreach. For more information, visit http://www.epa.gov/compliance/
environmentaljustice/grants/index.html

Teaching American History Grants

The U.S. Department of Education recently announced the opening of its fiscal year 2009 Teaching American History (TAH)
grant competition. The program is designed to raise student achievement by improving teachers’ knowledge and understanding
of, and appreciation for, traditional U.S. history. The deadline to apply is March 9, 2009. For more information visit, http://www.
ed.gov/programs/teachinghistory/index.html.

National Endowment for the Humanities Interpreting Historic Places Grants

As part of the NEH’s We the People program, Interpreting America’s Historic Places grants support public humanities projects
that utilize the power of historic places to address themes and issues central to American history and culture. This includes those
projects that advance knowledge of how the founding principles of the United States have shaped and been shaped by Ameri-
can history and culture for more than two hundred years. The deadline is January 29, 2009 for projects beginning in September
2009. For more information on this and future grant cycles, visit http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/IAHP_Implementation.
html.

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture 2009 Urban Forestry Challenge Cost Share Grant Program

The National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council serves to advise the Secretary of Agriculture on the status of
the nation’s urban and community forests. This year the National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council revised
its grant categories and process to the Forest Service’s National Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Cost Share Grant
Program. Priority areas for the grants include: energy conservation, climate change and public health. Applications are due by
February 17, 2009.

For more information, visit http://www.treelink.org/nucfac/index.html.

Alliance of National Heritage Areas/National Park Service National Heritage Areas Program

The Alliance Update is a partnership project of the Alliance of National Heritage Areas and the National Park Service National
Heritage Areas Program.

Send your heritage area events and news to the editor by the 25th of the month for inclusion in the following month’s bulletin.
Please forward this bulletin to others who may be interested, and encourage them to join our e-bulletin address list.

» Reach the editor at Eleanor_Mahoney@contractor.nps.gov
« To subscribe or unsubscribe, send an email to the editor.

Eleanor Mahoney Dayton Sherouse
8 NATIONAL National Park Service Chairman
SERVICE National Heritage Areas Alliance of National Heritage Areas
=L 202.354.2268 202.528.7549
= Eleanor_Mahoney@contractor.nps.gov sherrouse@augustacanal.com
www.nps.gov/history/heritageareas/ www.nationalheritageareas.org
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Northern Rio Grande National Heritage Area

The Northern Rio Grande National Heritage Area in north-
ern New Mexico stretches from Albuguerque to the Colorado
border and includes Santa Fe, Rio Arriba, and Taos counties. Its
roughly 10,000 square miles encompass a mosaic of cultures
and history, including the Jicarilla Apache, eight Pueblo tribes,
and the descendants of Spanish colonists who settled in the area
beginning in 1598. Culture groups include 60% Spanish, 12%
Indian, and 28% Other.

Within the heritage area boundaries are many significant his-
toric sites and a cultural landscape that reflects more than 10,000
years of human activity. Nowhere in the United States has any
community been continually inhabited longer than Taos Pueblo,
recognized as a World Heritage Site. The first Spanish mission
was established at Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo, a generation before
the Mayflower landed in 1620. America’s oldest governmental
building can be found in Santa Fe. Other pre-Columbian and
Colonial Spanish places are designated as National Historic
Landmarks or are listed in the National Register of Historic
Places or the New Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties.
Centrally located in Espafiola, the Northern Rio Grande Nation-
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is the coordinating
organization for
the heritage area
and works through
Northern New
Mexico College as
its fiscal agent.
*2 Designated in

' 2006, NRGNHA
received its first
federal funding in
2008. Early ac-
tion projects and
outreach initiatives
include: creation of an informational brochure, presentations to
various entities in the 3 counties of the Heritage Area, organiza-
tion of formal community planning meetings, and provision of
financial support to community celebrations. In addition, the
NRGNHA also set up an operational headquarters, formed a
board of directors, hired an associate director and office manag-
er, and set up teams to begin work in earnest on the management
planning process.
Key future projects include:
* “High Road to Taos” visitor’s guide (in partnership with
Spanish Colonial churches in the National Heritage Area)
« Signage to guide travelers to the Mision Convento Heritage
Center (in partnership with the City of Espafiola)

View of the Rio Grande River at San lldefonso.
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Taos Pueblo, a World Heritage site in Northern Rio Grande NHA.

Mapping of heritage resources and development of trails at the
National Register-listed Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Site (partner-
ship with Northern New Mexico College and Vecinos del Rio (a
local non-profit)

« Tourist map of the Northern Rio Grande National Heritage
Area (in partnership with the Espafiola Valley Chamber of Com-
merce)

 Development of a Spanish Colonial Interpretive Center in Rio
Arriba County, an Interpretive Center in Taos County and an
Interpretive Center in the Abiquiu area

« Participation in the Quartocentenario Celebration (400th an-
niversary of the founding of the city of Santa Fe)

The land shaped by time and the waters of the Rio Grande has
also shaped the divergent histories, languages, values, and expe-
riences of the Indians and Hispanos of Northern New Mexico.
The stunning landscape and human cultures have interacted over
centuries to create a unique living heritage that together enhance
the multicultural mosaic of America.

For more information about the Northern Rio Grande NHA,
visit www.nps.gov/heritageareas/.

Near
Espanola, NM,
the Iglesia de
la Santa Cruz
de la Canada
has thrived
throughout
more than 300
years of
continuous
use.

6 <»Alliance Update



