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PRESENT:  Blair Hubbard, Harpers Ferry Center; Blake Lambert, Southeast Regional Office

LOCATION:  106 Prospect Drive, Leesburg, Virginia

[01:01]

Q:  Ms. Boynton, to begin, I think it would be helpful if we could hear a little bit about your background, your family, your education, and when and why you went to Dallas County, Alabama. 

A:  I went to Dallas County because of the fact I was given a position there as a home demonstration agent working for the University of Tuskegee, at that time Tuskegee Institute and later Tuskegee University.  But this was for the United States Department of Agriculture.  

[01:43]  

Giving you a little of my background, I would say that I was born in a family where my family was very interested in seeing people have their rights.  I have known my mother to defy laws.  I didn't know what type of laws or regulations or rules that they were, but I remember very much having known her to go to court to fight for some rights.  And later on, when I was around 10 years old, she would take people from one place all over the county, all over the city in fact, and she would get-- take them to the registration office, and there she would have them registered. 

[02:44]  

I don't remember any time there were demonstrations, but I do remember how she would vow that she would carry people to court when they violated certain rules and regulations that were on the books constitutionally.

[03:03]  

So by that, I think it gave me an insight of how to fight for what is right.  I am the only one who went to Tuskegee University or Tuskegee Institute, as it was at that time.  My family would go to Georgia State Industrial College, which is now Savannah State, and I went there also.  Because the family had made such a wonderful name by my mother being so outgoing and my father being a businessman and my sisters, particularly the one who was ahead of me, having made such a wonderful record on being exceptionally smart, I felt like I could not follow in her footsteps.  Being a different type of person, an outgoing person who liked wide open spaces, tomboys as they used to call them.  I wanted to make my own record.  I didn't want to live on the record of the family.

[04:11]  

So actually, my mother nor my father was interested in my going to Tuskegee, but because I said that if I don't go I won't go anywhere, they decided that they were going to let me go.  And this is when things were-- oh, the beginning of the Depression.  And I went to make a name for myself, to fight, and they couldn’t say, well she's a Platts(?) child, naturally.

When I went to Tuskegee, I found that I could continue to perhaps speak my mind and I was on the debating team, and it gave me the opportunity to realize that I could be outgoing and make a record that nowhere nobody knew the Platts.

[05:14]  

Then when I accepted this position through the state district supervisor-- the state and the district supervisor-- I found that I was working with a man who lived in Georgia also.  He lived in-- he was born and reared in Griffin, Georgia.  And the first years, the first two years that I was there, it was interesting to see how the crops would be larger and how it would yield more, and in the meantime the people became as an implement, that is the sharecroppers.  And we were working with people, mostly with people on plantations, who were sharecroppers.    And not having had any dealings with that type of life, because we lived in Savannah, I was amazed to see that they could not get off of the farm when they got ready, not even if there were funerals.  The family would have to bury the person before dark and maybe say the next month, whenever there was a meeting at their church, they would have what they called the funeral.

[06:41]  

And I began to realize that, oh, is this the type of work that I'm doing?  And my husband had constantly-- at that time he was an agent, I was an agent and we weren't married.  We married later on. 

Q:  Is this Samuel? 

[06:55]  

A:  This is Samuel William Boynton.  And he said, you know, these people need to get off of the farm.  These good farmers-- of course there were some who felt that they couldn't do without staying on the plantation, and there were others who wanted to get off the farm.  

So he began to tell them that you ought buy a piece of place for your own, even if it's nothing but six feet, so you can say that I own some land.  And of course six feet made me think of a grave.  And later on he said the only way you're going to stay on this plantation or this white man's place, as he said, you're going to have to turn to a white-faced cow.  Because eventually cotton is not going to be king any longer.  And this man is going to fence his plantation in and he is going to raise cattle or something else and you will be turned out, and the only way you can stay on this white man's place is to turn into a white-faced cow, because he isn't going to need you anymore, he isn't going to need the labor. 

[08:16]  

And later on, he found a white man who said to him, "If you know any of your people who would like to buy a farm, I will loan them money without any interest for the first year in order that they can either put an option on the place or make the first payment on the loan."  And any number of people did it.  And we asked everybody who possibly could get out and know of anyplace, whether they could buy it or not, if they knew of anybody who had a place that they would sell, let my husband know and we will find the person, and any number of them bought farms.

[09:06]  

Well this of course did not sit very well with the establishment, because people who were working on the farm could not, as I said, could not get off of the farm, and then later on, if they were good farmers, it hurt the establishment.  And the reason why, here's a man, for example, who has ten children, he's been on the farm 15 or 20 years, and some of them have been on the farm all of their lives because their parents and their grandparents lived on the farm.  We've had a number of people whose great grandparents were brought from slavery from Africa and they were on the farm and these people lived in the same house.

[09:58]  

So they were supposed to be good farmers.  Their children, their wives would work in the fields from morning till night, and at the end when they were ready to make what they call a settlement-- and that was in December, they had what was known as settlements-- the plantation owner would call them and say, "It's time for you to get your settlement.  Well John--" this is to the father-- "You have done a good job this year.  Now you made 50 bails of cotton and remember you asked me to let you have some money to buy some clothes for your children?  I let you have that.  And then you borrowed some money last Christmas to get your children some toys, I did that.  And remember, John, we got to split this thing, okay?  Remember out of your money will have to come a payment for the seed, the feed, the fertilizer.  Well, John, you're almost out of debt.  You work a little harder next time.  You owe me $250."  

[11:13]  

Well that ties him for the next year.  And this was-- and then they couldn’t get off of the farm when they got ready.  And these things, of course, made them realize.  We really tried to get them to see the importance of not tying their children's hands behind their backs and making sleeves out of them. 

[11:34]  

There were others who said "No, my great grandparents lived in the same house and Mr. Jones said I can stay here as long as I live and I'm going to stay here."  Many of them came to us and regretted it afterward.

[11:49]  

Well during that time, my husband was a registered voter and I was a registered voter also, so we said that we were going to get people to register.  We would hold meetings or hold voter education conferences with them, we would hold classes, but that would always be night after they got out of the field.  And we would go to the churches quite often, where there were no electric lights, so they had kerosene lamps.  And we would teach them how to fill these applications out.  

That also vexed the city fathers and they had said to him a number of times, "Boynton, why is it that you are trying to teach these people to register and vote?  Haven't we done this for you all the time?  Why do you disturb the people?  You are disturbing.  You are causing our people--"  You see, coming from Georgia, he felt like these were his people but my husband wasn't and neither was I.  "You're causing these people to become upset.  You're not doing anything but upsetting them."  And they had meeting after meeting.  

[13:13]  

Well ten years before he retired-- that was in 1949-- two or three of his white friends said to him, "Boynton, you're going to have to stop."  They said, "I talked--" which one of them did-- "I talked to your wife and I told your wife that you two are getting yourselves in trouble.  So each time-- my husband was the type of man who said very little.  He thought very deeply but spoke very little.  He said to one of them, he said, "Well you know, in extension work, it's more to it than just teaching people how to raise better corn and cotton.  I'm supposed to make my people intelligent."

[14:03]  

So later on we had them to say to him that, "Boynton, you're going to lose your job."  So one of them told him one day, "Boynton, we had a meeting last night and we are writing to Auburn University--" that is the headquarters-- "to fire you."  And at that time, you didn't have to do anything, if the city fathers said we don't want you, you're out.  And my husband said to me, "I don't like the way that I am treated."  And then he told me of some things that were done to him, such as running him off of the road.  And many things he didn't want to tell me about, and the way they had treated him.  

[14:52]  

But as they came closer to firing him, he told me of some of the things they did to him personally.  And I know they did quite a bit.  Some of it I know, for instance, they began to harass us, and when they did, my husband's pressure went up.  They found out for the first time that he had high blood pressure.  Then he had a little stroke when they ran him off of the road, he had a little stroke. 

[15:24]  

And between that time and the time he retired, he had about five strokes.  Each time he would bounce back.  And the night-- the day that the gentlemen said that last night we had a meeting and we are going to fire you, he immediately contacted the office and told him that we-- "I am offering my resignation and I'd like to retire because of my health, having had several strokes."  It really didn't affect him enough for him to stop, but he was just 49 years old.

And when they fired him, I mean when they made an attempt to fire him, he beat them to the draw by having sent this message and this letter and call-in.  And they thought they were glad to get rid of him.  They figured now we are free of agitation.

[16:30]  

But about two months after he retired, if it were that long-- oh by the way, he knew that something was going to happen the very-- when they first started harassing him, so he bought a farm.  And the farm was only bought after he had been instrumental in getting 120 acres of land for the 4H club, as a 4H club center, where they would have recreation.  And of course before then-- there's so much to tell-- before then he was responsible for getting the community center and the community-- and he had gone to New York and to Washington, gone to New York to see some people and had gone to Washington several times.

[17:24]  

In those days, if your face were of our color, they wouldn’t even listen at you.  So they just gave him the runaround.  You go to this office and you go to that office.  And he said one time, "You know, I believe if we send a white man we will get this."  This is during the time WPA and PWA were active.

So he sent the citizens-- that is the rule people and many of the city people, because the city people were afraid.  They were definitely afraid to disturb the system or to rock the boat, so to speak.  And he got this Reverend E.W. Gamble(?) and asked Dr. Gamble would he go to New York, go to Washington first, to plead for the government to let us have money to build the community center.  And he said, "Yes I would, if you raise the money."  And the people in the community, in the county, sold fish and hot dogs and had entertainments and what not, raised enough money to send Dr. Gamble, and Dr. Gamble came back with an approval.  Everything was laid out, the blueprints and everything were made. 

[18:54]  

Now, the city fathers didn't like that, because that's going too far.  And they prohibited us from having registration and voting-- registration, in fact, because the people had to go down to the courthouse where the registration office was open only twice per month, every 2nd and 4th Tuesdays.  And the registrar was there perhaps about four hours.  He wasn't there the whole day.

[19:33]  

Then after he retired we decided that we were going all out for registration and voting.  He also opened an office, a real estate and insurance agency office, and it was the only black real estate and insurance agency.  Then again we went against the system.  We would have people to come into the office and we would hold registration meetings and we would get the people from the rural-- we would often go down and get the people from the rural and bring them, those who could not come.

 [20:12]  

Q:  Say where this office was. 

A:  The office was 21 Franklin Road.  I have a picture that I will show you afterwards.  You can't hardly see the sign but it's there.  

[20:27]  

But we began to make people realize that you have got to register if you're going to be a full-fledged citizen of the United States of America and of the state of Alabama.  And he had two signs in the office.  One of them I found, the other I think he coined it himself.  One was, "If you are not a registered voter--" this is in the office-- "don't talk politics in here."  And the other was, "A voteless people is a hopeless people."  And when people would come in the office and we would have these classes that we had, we would point to these two signs.  "Now, we want you to realize the importance of being a citizen."

And before my husband got out of extension work, he used to tell me that if you are not a voter, you are just like an animal.  You a cattle(?).  And those things were rather abrupt, but it made them realize that they couldn’t be considered an animal, and don't talk politics in here if you're not a registered voter and don't talk about the atrocities, don't talk about the people who have done you wrong and the political figures we had because you didn't help to put them there.  And then another sign he had was, "Bad political figures-- people are bad political figures because you refuse to vote."  These things were very much catching to them.  

[22:31]  

Now, they began to call up.  The phone actually became a nuisance.  They would call three and four o'clock in the morning.  They would call ten o'clock, they would call anytime.  And for about four or five days the ring would ring every few minutes, and nobody would say anything.  And it would start around eight or ten o'clock at night and until about five o'clock or six o'clock the next morning. 

[23:03]  

And you wouldn’t know.  You'd be afraid, because our relatives were away.  And you wouldn’t know whether you should answer the phone or not.  I answered the phone one night and someone said, "Get out of town."  And I went on back to bed and he was asleep, but the phone rang again and he answered it.  And they said-- I said, when he came back to bed, "What was said?  Who was it?"  He said, "Well some crackpot is saying that the house is going to be burned."

[24:00]  

Now these things worried him but he wouldn't-- he didn't even want to tell me.  And then a few other times they called and said that you're going to be kidnapped, you're going to be killed.  When I would say hello they would say the same thing, they would say the same thing to him.  And of all of that, it-- the pressure continued to be a part of his illness.  

And the last thing is that he had a stroke.  And this is before the last stroke.  He was working with a group of people in the county.  We would still go in the county, wherever there was a meeting.  Say for instance if the church had a meeting, we would go to the meeting and we would tell them the importance of registering to vote.  He would go to one church, I would go to another, and every Sunday we were seen in some church.  And they would always give us room to speak.

[25:24]  

Now this is in the rural.  In the city we had a few people who would-- there was one church-- and this is in the '50s now-- there was one church that opened its doors for us to have a meeting, and that was the AME Zion Church on Lawrence Street, and Reverend Hunter was the pastor of that church.  That was the first church and that was in the late '50s.

[25:40]  

We, regardless of the pressure that was put on us, we were more determined than ever to teach people how to register and how to vote.  We tried to tell them now-- when my husband first became president of the Dallas County Voters League, he was not the first president.  The first president, as far as I think, was CJ Adams, a man who had been arrested and had been jailed more than once, and we didn't realize-- my husband and I, but I mean the citizens, did not realize that this man was a target, and he was a target only because he was doing so much to help to bring the African-Americans up and make them feel as though they were citizens.

[26:41]  

When he was jailed, my husband became president. That was back there in the '40s, either the late '30s or the '40s.

Q:  When had the Dallas County Voters League been founded? 

A:  Well this is it.  When I went there, the latter part of 1929, there was a Dallas County Voters League.  And if anybody says anything different, those were people who were asleep until the civil rights began to mushroom.  Those people, so many of them were children.

[27:16]  

Now Mrs. Foster was really the first person who decided that she was going to work with us.  The second person was Mrs. Margaret Moore(?), who was a teacher, and finally decided that she was going to retire because of the pressure that was put on her, and the pressure came from her opening her doors to Reverend LaFayette, who began, he actually began to work with the young people to organize them and order-- he laid the groundwork for the demonstrations.

[27:59]  

But the others, Dr. King and others, found the ground fertile, because lo these many years we were building people up and getting them to go down and register and they would turn them down each time.  At that time, we had only one page of the registration application.  But of course afterward there were, as you have seen or you know, whatever, many pages, around seven and eight pages that we sent down, and they were sent down every Tuesday, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, and they would be changed each time.

[28:45]  

But we had a meeting that night and we had a lot of people who were teaching how to fill the applications out, still this one page.  And the next morning, and this is when my husband had gotten out of extension work and he had the real estate and insurance agency, and in the back we had this whole office that we turned into a meeting room.  

He was coming, he had been to the hospital and got out that weekend, and that Monday morning he went back to the doctor-- that Tuesday he went back to the doctor and the doctor gave him some medicine.  And when he came in, he showed me the medicine that doctor had given him.  And he said, "I've got to take a dose of it now."  He walked to the back to get the medicine and I heard on the front somebody saying, "Where is Boynton's office?"  And there were two back fellows who were what we called whinos(?), and this is something that my husband always said, and that is always treat everybody like they are the best people in the world, because you don't know what time you will have to depend upon them.

[30:06]  

And as he came from the back, this man came from the front, and there is an office between-- or was, because the place has burned down-- that he said-- I was sitting between the front and the back office, and when he came in he had a stick.  And he met my husband, who hadn't even thought anything, and he took the stick and he cursed him out.  I stood up, and then he made an attempt to hit him with a stick.  That's the time I grabbed it.  And he was talking about, "Yes, you're ruining our people.  You're getting to the place that you think that they're going to take over, and they will put us in the background."  It seems as though this was in his mind, that there are more African-Americans than there are whites.  And because of that, that he figured that they would become political offices and take over.  When he raised the stick to hit him, I just jumped up and grabbed the stick and these two whinos came in and said, "Get out of here, Mr. Tate."

[31:18]  

And he was just violent, frothing at the mouth.  He was so violent.  I had never seen a person violent before.  And then they grabbed him.  I grabbed the stick and they grabbed him, they threw him out.  And right after that, it shook my husband up so much, he went to the hospital.  And that was in December 1960, and he died in May the 13th, 1963.

[31:49]  

All of the time that he was in the hospital after he became conscious again, because when they took him out of the house he was unconscious and he stayed unconscious for three months before he regained consciousness.  When he regained his conscious, he said to me, "Amelia, I want you to see that all Negroes are registered voters."  And I said, "Okay."  And he repeated it again.  And everybody who came in the hospital when he was in a wheelchair-- they wouldn’t let him come home, and I could see why.  I didn't know how dangerously ill he was.  But after having come from under the anesthesia, whatever they gave him, his mind became very clear, and every person who walked in that door he would say, "Are you a registered voter?"  And if they said no, which was practically all the time, "We'll I'll tell you, you better be a registered voter because if you don't you're not going to have anything to do with any law order that's passed."

[33:08]  

So he gave them the courage.  Those who weren't under his supervision when we were teaching them how to fill out their applications, he gave them the courage.  And the nights-- now, according to my book they said the night that he died-- it wasn't that night, it was the next night.  One or two little things like the place I was born, his age and the night he died were misquoted.  Not so far, but it was a little difference in that.  

[33:46]  

And the night that he died, the evening he died, Reverend LaFaytette, Bernard LaFayette, called all of these people that he had been training, these young people-- the older people had not gotten into it.  They were just at that time the students, because when he started he started at the public school, and when they ran him off of the campus, he went to the college we have, the Selma University, they ran him off of there. 

[34:19]  

Now, to think that these people were black people training black people, and the social workers, the political science teachers, none of them was registered voters.  So yet they were so fearful that the principal of the school told my husband, and I'm sorry he told him that, because it made him feel very badly, "When I would see you--" and this was Mr. Yelburn(?), he was the principal of the school at that time, he said, "When I'd see you on the street, Mr. Boynton, I would always go on the other side because I was afraid that white people will see me speaking to you and then they would associate me with you."

[35:14]  

That was the attitude.  That was the attitude practically everybody in Selma had, and there were few, as I said, registered voters, had less than 180.  And of course in 1964 I dared to run for United States-- for Congress, in spite of the fact that the people had not come in.  Bernard was in and the kids were working, but Dr. King had not come in and neither had the citizens been aroused that they needed somebody.

[35:50]  

Now I didn't run to win.  I ran against Kenneth Roberts.  But I ran-- I said to win, yes I ran to win, but not for the position.  I ran to arouse people to the fact that they could become political officers.  I ran because I waned to arouse the people, as I had promised my husband, to arouse them to go down and register.

[36:19]  

Now after he passed and Bernard said, "We're going to have a meeting," and Reverend Anderson said, "I'll open my church," he defied practically all of his members, who got angry with him because--

Q:  This is what church? 

A:  This is the Tabernacle Baptist Church, and Reverend L.L. Anderson was the pastor.  And he said, "Well, if I lose this church, if you kick me out, I'm going to have this meeting."  This is a meeting when Bernard called all of the young people and told them to call everybody, to call everybody because Mr. Boynton has passed and we're having this mass meeting.  This is the first mass meeting. 

[37:10]  

And they came.  The adults came.  The children came.  For the first time, the adults became interested in having a mass meeting or going to a mass meeting.  And as they came to the meeting, they came through almost a wall of offices, and they were the sheriffs and the deputize that the sheriff had said "any white man who wants to carry a gun come down here and be sworn as a deputy, " and they came.  They left their turpentine stills, their whiskey stills, their plows, whatever they had, and they came.  So when the people were going to this meeting, they had to come through all of these folk.  And they had the meeting. 

[38:08]  

So the next morning when these people went to work they were told, "You have no job.  You attended that meeting last night."  These people went around, many of them knew the blacks who worked as domestic people or who worked in Craig Field and who worked almost anywhere except their own positions they had.  And when they were told that you don't have any job because you attended that meeting, it made them angry enough to say, "Well, we're going to attend some more.  We've got to get together."

[38:52]  

Marie Foster helped very wonderfully well, because she started working with us before my husband took sick.  And as I said, she was the first person who helped us and who helped to have voter registration meetings in the office, and she played a most important part. Now her brother, who was a dentist, he was not a registered voter.  And they didn't have any lawyers but all of the rest of them who were there were not registered voters.  

[39:40]  

So after this meeting and so many people were out of jobs, Marie Foster, Margaret Moore and several other people got together.  And at that time, I was doing a whole lot of going back and forth, speaking where Dr. King did not have anybody.  

And January the 2nd, 1965, Dr. King came in.  And the first day he came, he said-- he came to the office.  He said, "I would like to visit some of the Negro cafes."  I said, "All right."  And of course they would come to the office because out of that office we had opened it to any political group that we knew of who would like to work with us, and that was before my husband passed.  We had Aubrey Williams-- I don't know whether you knew of him or not, Attorney Durr.  And if you notice the list of people who passed through the house, many of them and more were at the office.

[41:03]  

We decided that we would try to get these people jobs, and because of my going and because-- I'll back back and say when Dr. King came in, then we had a meeting that night.  Dr. King, nobody would bother about Dr. King the first day that he came in, because they were still afraid.  And even I was told, "Don't have anything to do with Dr. King because he'll get you in trouble."

[41:39]  

So I realized now, if this man is so vicious that he would get me in trouble, I'd better find out what it is about him that is so vicious.  And I figured that I'd better work and find out, just like I'm doing with this organization now.  This is Schiller Institute that is founded by Mrs. Lyndon LaRouche, and people have said, "Don't have anything to do with that because LaRouche is in jail."  

Now I want to find out why.  Then it's up to me to find out whether he is anti-American or whether he is teaching people wrong, and I found out that the man is carrying on the same things that Dr. King carried on.  He has picked up the broken pieces of how to-- in fact, everything is on loving.  You love your neighbor, you love people, you work for people, you sacrifice, because you cannot rise any higher than the people who are below you, and these are some of the things that my mother told me.  So I had to come into it to find out whether it's anti-American.

[43:01]  

The thing that really caused me to come in to find out what it was about was because I found out they were fighting drugs, and I know drugs are detrimental.  And I found out that this is one of the things that they have against him, is that he exposed laundering of money in the United States, the cartels, the people who are in the higher echelon who have been permitting drugs to come in.  And all of those things made him an enemy to the corrupt system. 

[43:41]  

And the same way that I did with Dr. King and found out.  But he was fighting the thing that kept a people down.  And because of that, I decided that I'd better get in and find out what it is corrupt about it, then I know how to get out.  And I found that Dr. King's method was the same thing that I was brought up with, how you work for people because you are no better than the people who you are working for unless you help to lift them up.

So I-- though they did not want to have anything to do with me, the first mass meeting we had quite a few people. Then after that we had just any number of people, just every mass meeting we had, whether Dr. King was there or not, the people at that time were seeking knowledge.  They wanted to know how they could register, how they could vote.  

[44:45]  

And of course I was jailed because I tried to give the people-- the first thing was because I was vouching for them.  I was jailed two, three times.  And they tried their best to discredit me, because they wanted the people to-- just like they wanted-- because they wanted them to look at Dr. King when he first started:  "This man will get you in trouble."

[45:17]  

So they felt that way about me, and they decided-- Jim Clark decided that he would arrest me.  He arrested me twice.  The third time they came to the house because they--

END OF #524

BEGINNING OF #525

[00:07]  

Q:  Ms. Boynton, if you could tell us something about the fact how black people in the South were treated with disrespect and you had a particular way of getting around that.  Could you tell us a little bit about that? 

A:  Yes.  It was sad. And later on I found that it was true, that black people were never considered adults.  They were treated as children, just like I spoke of how they would call the plantation-- the farmer up and say, "You're almost out of debt," and he couldn’t keep records or anything.  That meant that they treated him as a chid.

[01:02]  

They never felt that black people were adults, so they called them Mary, Joanne, Henry, George, whatever, to make them feel that these are people who are below you, these are children.  

And when I went to-- in fact, it came about, I think, because when I was a kid, my mother went to the store and I went with her to buy a gas stove, perhaps the first gas stove that we had.  And when she gave the man-- the man in those days in Savannah, Georgia, they would call you "customer" and "madam".  Black women were called "customers" and "madam".  This man called her "customer" and showing her around, and this is the Haverty (?) Furniture Store.

[02:00]  

Finally momma said-- I said to her, "Let's get that stove."  She said okay.  And she said, "I'll give you a check."  And when she wrote the check, she wrote A.E. Platts, and he looked at the check and he said, "Well Anna, I'll send that stove out very soon."  And she looked at him and said, "Let me see that check."  She took the check, tore it up, threw it in his face and said, "I never allow anybody to call me by my first name.  First thing, that's not my first name." He called her Annie and her name was Anna.  

[02:45]  

And somehow it impressed me that this man called my mother, an adult, by her first name, and how she reacted.  And it made me realize as I was going-- of course, I was still a late teenager when I started working.  But I realized that I was taking the place of an adult.  And I decided that I would not have these people call me by my first name.

And I found out also that my husband would not use his first name.  His name was Samuel William, and they called him Boynton until he died.  And nobody, unless they looked at the records, knew that his name was Samuel.  And I said, "Well why did you do it?"  And he said, "Because I didn't want anybody calling me Sam."  And when I got there, I only registered as Amelia, when I made the application out to accept the job.  And going down there, I thought about my mother, and finding out my husband was using his initials, I used my initial because I expected them to respect me.

[03:59]  

And I had one incident that I had to set the record straight.  And that was after having been married for a number of years, the stove, something happened to the stove.  We went down to the-- in fact, my husband went first-- to the gas company.  And he called me back and said, "They've got a nice stove down here and maybe you would like to see it. I'll take you down and show it to you."

[04:27]  

Well it was several days and something happened to their refrigerator.  So he said, "Well, we'll see about both of them."  We went on to the Alabama Gas Company and looked at the refrigerator that we wanted, the stove that we wanted, and I thought it was great.  At that time it was around $1800 dollars for the two of them.  

So we decided that we would buy it, and of course that's on credit at the gas station-- I mean, the gas company.  So I said, "Okay, we'll take it."

[05:02]  

Now, between the time we went down there to buy it and when my husband first saw it, the telephone rang, and someone said, "Amelia?  Your husband came down here and he looked at the stove and said that you needed a stove."  And I just listened.  Finally I said, "Who is speaking?"  "This is Mr. Chestnut.  Amelia, you would like this stove."  So when he got through, I said, "You know, I thought you were my brother or one of my good friends.  I didn't know who you were because people don't call me by my first name."  "Oh, I'm sorry."  And he called again and it was "Mrs. Boynton."  

[05:52]  

Then I said to myself, well this man is so used to disrespecting black people, I'll forgive him.  I figured I set the record straight.  Then when we went down there he said-- he called me Mrs. Boynton.  And then he said to my husband when we got ready to sign the contract, he said, "S.W., sign here."  And my husband signed.  He said, "Now Amelia, you sign here."  And I picked up the pen-- somehow I was very calm without, but not within, and I said-- made an attempt, or made him think that I was going to sign.  I said, "I'll tell you what."  Gave him the pen back.  "My husband will go out and talk about it and if we decide to get it we'll come back.  You don't have to contact us."  

[06:48]  

And I figured then that he knew he was going to wait for us to come back.  I went on downtown, didn't bother about going back to my office.  My office at that time was different from where my husband's office was.  Then when I got upstairs to my office, one of the next-- the other insurance companies-- agencies said to me, "Boynton, there was somebody here looking for you, and he's been up these steps two or three times."  I said, "Yes, well I guess he'll find me."

[07:23]  

And finally here comes the same man.  "I just wanted to tell you that the stove-- the oven fries, bakes, stews--" and he went on, trying to tell me what the oven did.  So I said, "Won't you have a seat?"  He sat down.  And he said, "Now, people who get this stove--"  I said, "Listen, Mr. Chestnut, do you remember the conversation we had over the telephone?  Do you remember I said nobody calls me by my first name but my very close friends and my family?"  He jumped up and said, "If you refer that I call you Mrs., I'll never do it."  

And then that was my time.  I said, "Listen, I didn't ask you to call me Mrs. because you have never been taught to respect people, but I demand that you respect every dollar that I put down.  I demand that from anybody.  And I do not want your stove nor your refrigerator."  "Well I'll tell you, I respect--"  I said, "No, you don't respect me and you will not spend my money or my husband's money."  

[08:39]  

And oh, he kept on saying, "Well it isn't that, it isn't that.  Other people--"  I said, "I'm not other people."  So I said-- he kept on talking and I opened the door.  I said, "Goodbye, Mr. Chestnut."  I didn't know what he was going to do, but I got behind the chair so if he did anything I was going to pick the chair up and defend myself.  But when I opened the door and said that, he really got angry but he couldn’t do anything about it, and I just closed the door.

[09:09]  

So this is the time that I demanded I live in such a way that they cannot say that you are Joanne or you are Amelia or you are whatnot.  I demand that respect, and I got it.  I was-- I got it as an adult, as a mother, as a registered voter.  

Now, it happened that while my husband and I both were struggling to get people registered, we had been registered.  He was registered when I went to Selma, in the year of '29, in December '29.  But I registered in 1932 when nobody-- it was all right.  He took me down to register, and I filled out that little blank they had, had no trouble whatsoever, was sworn in immediately and registered.  

[10:09]  

And when we were teaching other people to register, we thought that it would be the same way.  But we found out only a few of them got by.  And my husband was a voucher, he had to be a voucher, and he was a voucher.  And they said to him one time, "Why do you keep on bringing these people up here?  Haven't we been registering and voting for them all the time?  Why do you want to disturb them?  Why is it that you bring them up here to be registered voters when we've gotten along all right?"  So he said, "Well I just want them to be citizens.  They're not citizens until they become registered voters."  So they took him off of the voucher list because they didn't want him bringing people down. 

[11:01]  

Q:  You've talked about you and your husband's encouraging some black people in Dallas County to buy property, and you've talked about encouraging black people in Dallas County to register to vote.  Could you say something about how the two relate, how only property related to becoming a registered voter? 

A:  Well, first, I can think of what the African-Americans did accomplish after slavery, between 1865 and 1910.  African-Americans owned 15 million acres of land.  After emancipation, people were congressmen, senators, holding political offices.  They even had a mayor pro tem, I think that's what they called them at that time, and a lieutenant governor and almost every position.  Black people became political.

[12:28]  

We realized that having bought and paid for so many million acres of land, they had to be politically inclined to want to have these things.  So we figured if a person owned property, he would realize that as a citizen he should become a registered voter, or if he were a registered voter, he should be a property owner, because I think somewhere back there, I'm not sure, but I think after they could not-- they began to clamp down on African-Americans for registering.  I think they had to be a registered voter to own land, or they had to own land if they were a registered voter.  

[13:19]  

So the two really were in accord with each other.  And that's why these two things were so important to us to get the people to do.  And of course I feel like I left nothing unturned when we worked so hard to get people to have both.  And after my husband became sick, I spent more time in getting them to register and become voters than getting land, because it was a little too hard to do both of them.  I was an insurance agent at that time, too.  

[13:53]  

But I think we used our influence to the best of our ability, to get our people to be full-fledged first-class citizens.  And I am so proud of what my husband did.  And when he said, "I want you to see that every Negro is a registered voter," it motivated me even more so than I was.  It made me realize that I could not leave a stone unturned trying to get them to become registered.  And going to jail, the first time I went to jail I felt very badly, because with the exception of the children, I think I was the first adult to go to jail.  

[14:40]  

But after that, I would tell other adults that that's a badge of honor when you go to jail for something.  And just like I felt about death.  I'll never forget, we were going to march one night over to the courthouse and we were in the church.  At this town we were in Brown Chapel AME Church.  And the kids came to me.  At that time, my office, as I had given over from the beginning half of the office for SCLC and my house, was turned over to SCLC and the staff.  And I went down to the church. These kids came to me and said, "Are you going to march tonight?"  I said to myself, "I don't know.  I can't afford to march."  This is what I'm saying to myself now, because I told them to come back and get the answer.  "I can't afford to march because I've got that house, I've got this office, I've got my two nieces."  I started making excuses to myself. 

[15:59]  

And that time, Mr. Baker, who was the-- I forgot what position he held.

Q:  Public Safety Director. 

A:  Public Safety Director.  He was telling Hosea Williams, "Don't you go."  Hosea Williams was saying, "We are going, and we are going to march down to the courthouse."  And all of these things came to me.  And finally something said, "It's no more for you to die than it is for Jesse Lee Jackson [sic] and others to die."  When the kids came back I said, "Yes, we're going to march.  Sure.  Come on." 

[16:37]  

And then I felt after that that if somebody has to die to free people from the mental slavery that they're in, then I'm not any better than anybody else.  But I think God saved me for a purpose. 

So that night, it happened that we started out, and Baker begged Hosea not to march and he said, "I will."  Then he grabbed him and put him in the car and told him he was going to put him in jail.  Well, that was our leader.  And when they took the leader, we decided we just wouldn't march without him.

[17:23]  

But I was ready.  I was ready to die.  And looking back, freedom is never free.  Somebody has to make a sacrifice for freedom for others.  

Q:  You've talked about Reverend Bernard LaFayette coming to Selma.  Was he invited to Selma or did he come to Selma unannounced?  I believe it was somewhere around 1962, is that correct? 

[17:59]  

A:  Yes, '62, '63, yes.  In December-- in November.  He came in '62 and stayed until November, Thanksgiving.  He went back and then he came the next year, '63.

I didn't-- I really didn't know just how far I had really gone in getting this movement started, but what happened, after my-- while my husband was in the hospital, and he went in '61, while he was in the hospital, this is the last time, while he was in the hospital and I was trying to carry on the registration and voting and his office too, I went to several meetings.  

[18:58]  

Now, I had a sister-in-law in Montgomery, and this sister-in-law was a member of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church for many, many years.  Revered King was then the new pastor.  He hadn't been in Selma-- in Montgomery so long before she said to me, "I want you to meet our new pastor and his family."  So that's when I became acquainted with them, when they first got to Montgomery.  But later on, after Rosa Parks was arrested, it was then that I realized that there may be some hopes for us.  

[19:49]  

I talked with him a couple of times about what my husband had done in Selma, not thinking that it would take root or that he would think anything of it.  And when Taylor Branch came to the house not too long ago, he showed me a copy of the letter that I had written to Dr. King asking him to come into Selma.  I don't even remember.  I had done so much to try to get people to be registered, because we were working on registration at that time more so than anything else.  But he showed me this letter that I had written before Dr. King came in, but I didn't know that he sent two or several people, like James Forman.

Now, but before James Forman, the very first person who came in was Bernard LaFayette.  And he came to the house and he said that he wanted to work with me in voter registration.  I was so--

[21:01]  

Q:  That was a surprise? 

A:  I was glad.  I was glad.  No, it wasn't a surprise because after having written a letter and after having attended some meetings, the last meeting I attended was at the-- before Bernard came in-- was at the YMCA in Montgomery.  And it was then that one of the attorneys said to me that we are going to send somebody to help you.  Then Bernard came in.

[21:38]  

And when Bernard came in, he stayed with me just, I believe, overnight.  I don't think he stayed any longer that, if he stayed overnight.  And we talked about what was going on and I told him the background of what we had done.  And then I sent him to Margaret Moore, and Margaret Moore put him up for that night and for several nights until later on.

Her people, her friends and her-- and the teachers, I think they put a lot of pressure on her.  However, she did not stop.  She had a house, an apartment building, and she let Bernard have the apartment.  And there he could have the students come over and teach them how to sing the songs, the songs that he taught them, and what the registration was about.  And when he got a lot of them together, then others came in.  They used the young people, the students, and going from house to house, finding out who was a registered voter in those houses.  If you were not a registered voter, then let's fill out this application, and the application was your name, your age, whether you are a registered voter and whatnot. 

[23:12]  

And by having this-- they took this list from the entire city and the black community, because it wasn't hard then to find blacks as they were separated from the whites.  And after this campaign was over, then they had something to work with.  But it was very rewarding.  Very rewarding.  And folk may wonder why is it I look as young as I am, or I do, and I am.  It's because it was the association of people doing things, people who were making some inroad in life and in the political field and teaching and helping people, helping them to become-- and even in this organization.  We are getting ready now to have an all-out registration drive, all over the country.  Because in this organization, we have perhaps more than 2000 people.  It's an international organization. But registration and voting will be one of our main objectives in the very near future. And these things keep me alive, because it keeps me doing something.  

[24:34]  

Q:  So Reverend LaFayette came to Selma and he began helping you with your activities and organizing meetings and canvassing door to door.  What happened that gave you the idea or to invite the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Dr. King to come to Selma?  Was the work that SNCC was helping you to do, had that begun to fail?  Or was the momentum sort of slowing down?  What was the motivation? 

A:  Well I never thought that SCLC was so different from SNCC, Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.  I figured that they were working together for the same thing, which they were working for the same thing. 

[25:34]  

And I would be attending meetings of SCLC.  In fact, before it was SCLC I was attending meetings in Montgomery right after with my husband at that time, because he was living and he was able to get about.  And we were going to Montgomery, to Birmingham, wherever they had meetings and we could go, we would attend the meetings.  

And he also was interested in having something done in Selma to arouse the people, much more than we had aroused them.  So I felt like these two-- that one was an arm of the other, that SNCC was an arm of SCLC.  That is the way that I had in my mind that was from the beginning.  

[26:26]  

Q:  So you thought that they really complemented each other.  You didn't see that it was a problem to invite one when you already had the other. 

A:  No, no, I certainly didn't.  Knowing, too, that there was a little difference in them.  But I didn't think that it would keep them from working together. 

[26:44]  

Q:  What do you mean by difference? 

A:  I mean that the younger ones, they were able to go forward a little more than SCLC.  SCLC was of the older ones.  And this is why I figured that it was necessary to have soldiers, foot soldiers, and I think whatever-- I don't think there was so much difference as there was, perhaps, when we were-- after Bloody 

Sunday.  I think that's where the difference came in, because there were people coming into Selma and they wanted to march.  They wanted to go to Montgomery.  They wanted to go before Wallace and let him know just how he was impeding progress by keeping people from becoming citizens.  

[27:47]  

When we were beaten, then I felt that we should make some difference.  Now, the others said we'll go on regardless the very next day.  And this is the younger group.  Not being able to sit and think what is the best thing, what type of strategy we'll use.  Well this is youth.  And this is where I think the difference came in.  Now, a lot of people-- though we marched, I think we started what, on the 22nd?  I think it was the 22nd when we started the completed march.

Q:  21st.

[28:27]  

A:  21st.  When we marched, as we went through Lowndes County, some of the youth decided that we are going to organize Black Panthers.  Now, a lot of people figured the Black Panthers organization started in New York or in Washington or I think someone said in California.  But that was the beginning.  And I can't remember the guy's name now.  You might have it, who started it. 

Q:  Stokley Carmichael. 

A:  So that was maybe a little different from what the body organization wanted.

[29:16]  

Q:  I understand that many of the white people in Selma during 1965 said that they weren't so much against African-Americans having voting rights as they were against all these outsiders coming into the community.  How do you respond to that? 

A:  Well that was true.  That was true.  And it had been true all the time.  That is why Selma-- I thought I read where it was once the third largest city in the state of Alabama.  But I was told by an attorney that it was once the second largest city, because as you know, the first capitol was in Dallas County, in Cahaba.  

[30:06]  

And it was true because the people felt that they didn't want any industries, they didn't want the boat rocked, they didn't want any disturbance at all, they wanted to always stay as they were, status quo, with no interruption whatsoever, and they did not want industries to come in.  Consequently, we are about the 27th in size, if we are the 27th.  All because of the fact that they didn't want industries to come in because it would disturb the way of life of the Selma whites.  And that's the reason that the whites said what they did.  Outsiders.  They figured if industries were to come in, it was going to bring outsiders in, and the outsiders would disturb their people.  

[31:00]  

Now that happened when we had Craig Airforce Base.  Unfortunately I can't remember the names as I once did, but anyway, this guy went out there.  See, Selma and Dallas County gave that property to the federal government for one dollar so they could control it.  And as they had African-Americans out there doing domestic work, this guy Frazen(?)-- that was his name.  Frazen went out there, had a meeting and told them not to give black people any more than $2 dollars a day because they were not worth anymore.  And of course they wanted to control the outsiders, and that is why they gave Craig Field.

[31:53]  

And many times I understand they would go out there and say what was to be done and what not to do.  For example, we had big bands like Father Hines and Duke Ellington coming to Craig Field, and of course that was by the government.  Now, the government is responsible for a whole lot, because they permitted these black bands to come to Craig Field, to play until around twelve o'clock.  Then they would come to Selma and play for the black servicemen at the community center.  All because they used the band.  But this is the way Selma wanted it, not because, well the government I don't think would have bothered if Selma did not interfere and didn’t want any integration of any kind, not even on the battlefield.

[33:02]  

So I am sure-- in fact, I remember marching and a woman said to me-- white lady, we had to pass by her house, and this white woman said, "You folk out there look like a gang of buzzards.  I don't want you to pass this house again."  But on the last march, that same woman looked out of the door and said, "Go on children, go on, hope you'll be all right."  So it changed.  

[33:28]  

And when you think of the number of people who were not registered voters-- black, white, red, brown, yellow-- it did more for-- it did as much for one nation, one group of people as it did for the others, even if they didn't have as many people who were unregistered.  It awakened and made them know that they should have been registered voters, and they did.  

And I had one white lady to tell me that they would call them together and she registered in the vault in the county courthouse, to keep blacks from knowing that they were being registered.  And she registered in the vault.  So this is what-- it helped a whole lot of people.  It helped white, it helped blacks.  Just like the civil rights movement, the right to vote is one phase of it, but the civil rights movement helped a whole lot of people.  

[34:34]  

And I always give an example of it of when the Civil Rights Bill was passed, before it was passed, you had in the South white ladies.  They were on a pedestal.  And their husbands who worked for them, they didn't have to work.  They had servants.  And the husband would come in and say, "Well, I'm going to bring my staff in and I'd like for them to have dinner."  Okay.  The wife would say to the maid, "I want you to get things ready."  And to the cook, "My husband is going to have company."  And that was what she did.  She moved according to the whims of her husband.

[35:21]  

But when the Civil Rights Bill was passed, that pedestal fell.  And when it fell, the white ladies became women.  And they went into every segment of work there was.  And she told some of the white men, move over, I'm taking your place.  And they've done a good job.  They've done a good job.  So the Civil Rights Bill has done more for them.  And then too the African-Americans did have their little greasy spoons for where you had to go out of the way to eat, and little motels or hotels that you were never satisfied in being in.  And the money now, those people who can afford it or who travel, they can spend $50, $75 a night and go to the hotels and they can eat in the best restaurants.

[36:21]  

What disturbs me is these people who have fought so hard to get the civil rights to become a reality can hardly get bread to eat, and yet those people who stood in the background, and these are professionals, who stood in the background while the poor and the under-privileged were fighting, struggling, being beaten and dying for the rights to be passed, are the ones who get the benefit. 

[36:57]  

So really, it has meant so much.  And why the president has vetoed the bill, and he doesn't realize that the blacks have gotten some privileges but the whites have been able to profit much more by the Civil Rights Bill.  I don't think he realizes that.  And I hope you folk are not going to vote for him again. [laughs]  Neither have I.  

Q:  I'd like to mention several names to you of people in Selma during that time and sort of have you give your memories of those people.  The first one is Judge James Hare, who was the circuit court judge of Selma. 

[37:54]  

A:  That's a typical racist, as far as I know.  Now, I did not deal with James Hare in any way except when I was a registered voter and he had to sign then.  And a few times, I think when I had to ask for a supplement in extension work in order that I could keep my car, get gas for my car, to go into the county.  He broke the tie and saw that I had to supplement.  Other than that, I don't know very much about him, other to say that he's a racist.

[38:47]  

Well there were lots of people who were not-- in their hearts they knew things were wrong but just like this play I wrote, they felt as though they had to go along with the group because if not they would be ostracized.  

Q:  The next one is Sheriff Jim Clark.

A:  He was a racist.  I'll tell you, he was quite a racist.  He, of course he was the one who was sheriff for quite a number of years.  But in talking with prisoners, I understand that he is the one man who had no preference whatsoever when it came down to African-Americans.  He hated all of them.  Now that was told to me by a fellow who was in jail.

[39:47]  

I also understand that he was a man who had African-Americans out there making whiskey in the stills for him.  And my personal dealings with him was when he pushed me and with his nightstick in my back, he carted me off to jail because I was vouching for some people.  And he had no reason whatsoever to put me in jail.  I was just walking down the street.  So from what others said and that little dealings that I had with him, he was a typical example of a racist.

Q:  Next is Wilson Baker.

[40:43]  

A:  Wilson Baker was a man with a heart.  He-- I talked with him personally and I found that he was an understanding guy, he was a man who believed-- and he told me that he did not like the idea of African-Americans not being registered voters.  He said he thought everyone should be given a chance to become registered voters.  He said he spoke against it in some of the meetings that they had had, and he didn't get any decent reception at all.  So he just decided I guess, I'll have to go along with you, I can't go against you.

Q:  What can you tell us about Art and Muriel Lewis? 

[41:45]  

A:  I don't know very much about him.  He was the one who had the Buick business.  I don't know anything about them.  Not at all. 

Q:  Did you ever meet the Reverend Ralph Smeltzer? 

A:  Oh yes, definitely.  Definitely.  

[42:07]  

Well, he was a good Samaritan.  Reverend Smeltzer, I think he was the first one of the organization, and I've got it in my book but I can't remember the name of the organization that he was in. 

Q:  I think he was with the Church of the Brethren.

A:  The Church of the Brethren, that's right.  And he came to work with us, that was long before my husband was sick.  And though him we were able to have several of-- a number of them to come down and meet with us, and this was in the '50s.  To meet with us, and we were able to exchange ideas.  And it was about civil rights, human rights and the right to vote.  But he was quite dear to my husband and me, because there were few people, whites, who would dare to defy the system and meet with us.  He's one.  Aubrey Williams is another one.  And Aubrey Williams was from Montgomery.  Head of the paper, newspaper, I don't remember.

[43:33]  

I'm hoping you will get a chance to talk with Mrs. Virginia Durr.  And her husband was the one that they ostracized because he worked with blacks.  They live in Montgomery.

Q:  How do you spell her last name? 

A:  D-u-r-r.  And she's living now and he has passed. 

[44:04]  

Q:  And what was the name of the man in Montgomery, the white man? 

BLAIR HUBBARD:  Aubrey Williams. 

A:  Oh, Aubrey Williams, yes.  

Q:  Can you tell us a bit about them? 

[44:26]  

A:  Aubrey Williams would come to the office when we were in extension work and he would talk with us, knowing that I-- it seems as though there was no one else in Selma that they could come down and talk to.  And my husband would tell them about the plans that we were carrying out and registering the people and training the people in the rural district and them bringing them to the registration board. 

[44:59]  

And he was very encouraging.  He had a paper.  I think it was a weekly or a monthly periodical that he had.  And he would bring some of them there for us to give to the people.  And there was no way that a white person could come in and touch the black community except through us, and there wasn't too much we could do with the people in the city.  But working in the county with people, we would be able to get to them because we were well-acquainted with the people at the churches and we had monthly meetings every day, practically every day, we would have a meeting somewhere doing extension work.  So we were always able to get to them.  That's why we did so much registration work in the county, because we had them already organized. 

Q:  What about Ms. Durr? 

[46:12]  

A:  Ms. Durr is a very outstanding, very lovely person, and both of them worked together.  I don't think I-- I don't remember her being in Selma, but her husband was.  And this is the earlier days of course.  

Q:  And she gave you moral support? 

A:  Oh yes, yes.  Very much.  And she would work quite a bit with the people in Montgomery, Mrs. Durr did.  I saw her on TV not too long ago.

END OF #525

BEGINNING OF #526

[00:07]  

Q:  Let's come back to what we were just talking about.  But first, tell me how did the people in Selma react to the shooting of Jimmie Lee Jackson in Marion? 

A:  I might say that there had been so many shootings, so many deaths, by police, by any white citizen, that the African-Americans did not become too disturbed by any black American being killed, except perhaps those who were fighting to register and vote.  

[01:00]  

There were a few of them, like Marie Foster, Margaret Moore, Gloria Maddox, and a few of them of the people who lived in Selma.  Most of those people who lived in Selma, the masses of them, were people who were born and raised either in the country and migrated to Selma, or who lived in sections where they figured there was nothing we can do about people being killed, that's just another one.  And that was the end of it. 

[01:41]  

But the people in Marion were all very much upset about it, because this happened after they came from a mass meeting in Marion.  And of course naturally a few people, as I said, like Marie Foster and I and a few others became very upset about it.  But it wasn't amazing to me.  I'd expected it, because I expected to be killed myself.  So it wasn't as-- naturally it wasn't as upsetting as it was in knowing so many people who were killed who were either my husband-- most of them were men and boys-- who were my husband's 4H club boys or maybe the extension, working with them in the extension department.  

[02:48]  

But it was no more, frankly, than I had expected, especially in Mississippi what they did with so many people who were struggling to help people to register and vote.  I went there, of course it was raining, and we marched-- Dr. King preached a funeral and we marched from the church to the rural where he was buried, but as I said, I expected it.  And being as brutal as the officers have been, you expect anything.  As I said, I was expecting a lot of it to be done in Dallas County with the brutal man we had for sheriff, Sheriff Clark.

[03:51]  

But I really think that Wilson Baker kind of kept him down from doing some of the things that he would have done.  

Q:  Could you describe again, as we were speaking about the events of Bloody Sunday, and sort of tell us about that day, sort of your perspective of what you did that day and how the day progressed. 

A:  Well we had planned to march to Montgomery, and these plans were made the week before.  Many people would gather, in fact the officials would gather at the office or at the house, and there the plans were made, so long before Bloody Sunday, which is March the 7th, 1965, the plans were made, so I was looking forward to it.  

[05:03]  

That morning I got up and I had two nieces that I was rearing.  However, I had them in boarding school at that time.  And I said to myself, now, I don't have to look out for them because they are under the supervision of the school, and I knew that I would not be able to march all the way, due to the fact that when Dr. King says they asked me to send somebody and I'm asking you to go to Chicago or New York or Washington or Virginia or whatnot, I would always be prepared to go.

[05:53]  

But I knew also that the next day I was to go to Dothan, Alabama.  So that Sunday morning I went immediately to the church.  We were to march immediately after the meeting, after the eleven o'clock service. 

Q:  Which church? 

A:  This is Brown's Chapel AME Church.  And I was there, prepared to march and settle at the place where we were going to stop for the night.  I had on high-heel shoes, because at that time I didn't wear low-heel shoes.  I don't wear them too low now.  And I had my bag, it was slightly rainy.  Margaret Moore said to me, "Where is your cap, your hat?"  I said, "I don't have a hat."  She had one of these plastic caps.  She took the cap, put it on my head and said, "You need something on your heard."  One of these plastic caps that tie under your neck.  I said okay.  And I had a small bag because I wasn't going any farther the next morning. 

[07:19]  

I started out with the rest.  Hosea Williams, John Lewis were in the front.  There was another couple, another two fellows, two young fellows in front of us.  Marie Foster and I were behind the men.  So we were in the front.  

Before this, many times we marched before.  Jim Clark said you must be march in twos and there must be so many feet behind each other.  But this particular time he seemed to have-- in fact the order was just march.  And we did not feel(?) that distance as we had been when we were marching to the courthouse.  And this is the time, the same woman who said that we looked like buzzards, looked out and said, "Go on, children.  Go on.  I wish you good luck."  I don't know whether she knew what was going to happen or not.  But we did not know.  We did not know the state troopers were coming in.  We did not know that Sheriff Clark was going to have maybe 100 or 150 posses there.  We did not know that there would be sheriff's deputies from all different parts of the-- different counties coming in.  

[08:57]  

But we did notice that there were so many of them with guns that were on the side of us as we marched toward the bridge.  And as we got on the other side of the bridge at the beginning, I saw these men as close as tin soldiers, and I said to Marie, "Gee whiz, these men look like tin soldiers," and they were standing as though they were standing at attention.

And just before we got to the light across the bridge, we saw that the road was blocked.  We were on one side and of course the traffic was coming back and forth on the other side.  We saw this sound(?) truck and saw Cloud-- I think that was his name-- on the truck.  And we saw on both sides with these people looking like tin soldiers dressed in uniform.  And when I said to Marie that they looked like tin soldiers she said, "They certainly do."

[10:07]  

I didn't think anything was going to happen, but as we approached this sound truck, through the bullhorn it was announced, "Don't go any farther."  And when Hosea Williams said, "May I say something?"  Clark said, "No, you may not say anything.  Charge on them, men!"  And just like the brigade, they came from the right, they came from the left, they came from in front of us.  And being near the front, I think we got the worst of it.  

[10:41]  

And they started beating us.  They had horses.  I haven't seen those pictures since I was called in to the FBI office when they had just a number of them.  There were several pictures I have seen, and I have copies of them.  And they said when they said "Charge on them, men" it looked like they just delighted in frailing people.  And I saw the first-- saw them when they were beating people down, and I just stood.  

[11:16]  

Then one guy hit me with the nightstick, I think it was a nightstick.  He hit me with the nightstick just back of the head and down toward the shoulder.  And I still stood up there.  Then the second lick was at the base of the neck.  And I fell.  I saw the gas.  But the interesting thing about it is I understand from one of the pictures when I fell I became unconscious.  The pictures I saw, one fellow was standing over me with a stick.  

One of the other pictures was how they were pumping gas on me, knowing that I was-- that my house and my office were being used, they figured that if they got me, I guess, that it would end or will dampen the demonstrations.  And I understand that somebody told Jim Clark when everybody had gone and I was lying in the road that somebody told him to send an ambulance, somebody was dead over there.  And he said, "No, say nothing, let the buzzards eat him."  They didn't know who it was, they just knew somebody, and maybe others were lying around too.

[12:48]  

And from the picture, and I think one is in the book, when one of the officers, it might have been Cloud or somebody, said "Get up," and someone else said, "She's dead," and then somebody said, "Drag her off.  Drag her out of the road."  And two boys, one picture has it that there were two boys that drug me off of the highway and put me on the side.  

[13:22]  

Well, whoever was talking to Jim Clark said, "If you don't send an ambulance over there, you're going to have chaos on your hands and these people are going to tear this city up."  And he allowed the ambulance.  And I think that was the ambulance that came from Anderson Funeral Home that time.  You had-- the funeral homes had the ambulances.  And they came over and they got me.  I don't remember.  I understand that they took me to the church and tried to revive me but could not revive me.

[14:03]  

So they took me from there to the Good Samaritan Hospital.  And when I was revived, I really didn't know where I was, but I was there several hours before I really came to.  Now that part I don't know, but I've heard from so many people how it happened, so it might not be exactly like you have heard it.

But when I realized what had happened, I wasn't sad, I wasn't afraid, but I was more determined than ever that the journey needed to be completed. And it was.

[14:55]  

Then Dr. King came in and they had a meeting at my house and he said, "I have notified the people all over the country to come and help us because we need help."  And some of the folks have-- well, President Johnson said, "Don't march."  And he told us, said "President Johnson said don't march, because he could not control the state troopers."  He said these were the state troopers who were on the side.  "I cannot control them.  You wait until I federalize the state troopers and then you can march."  

But Dr. King had already called out for people from all over the country to come and help us.  And he said, "I don't know what I'm going to do.  I have gotten these people--" and I was in a meeting when he said this.  "I have called, I have contacted the folk and told them to come."

[16:03]  

So at the end they decided after saying that, which was against what President Johnson said, don't march, and these people who were even in the meeting said, "You've got to march.  All these people have come in.  You've got to march."  So we decided that we would march as far as where we were beaten and we would kneel and pray, and we did.  People came by the hundreds, from everywhere.  

[16:34]  

And when Cloud said, "Don't march, stop where you are," Dr. King leading the march, stopped, and we prayed, sang, turned around and went back to Brown Chapel and the church.  It was quite an ordeal for so many people because it was then that so many people had broken arms, broken legs.  One fellow was almost drowned because he ran down where the river was.  I think somebody helped him to-- was stable enough to pull him out.  It was really something.  And that was Bloody Sunday, that road was filled with-- not filled with blood, but blood was all over the street, the road in fact, this is a highway.  Because many people, as I said, had broken limbs, were bruised and battered, whatnot.

[17:46]  

And the interesting thing is that cap that Margaret Moore gave me, as these people were pumping gas around me, this cap saved me because of an act of God, that cap fell over my face.  And in spite of that, I have a scarred esophagus now from the gas that was pumped.  And I don't know why they thought they could kill me.  I was just an individual doing what most of them would have done if they had been free, as I was.  

Q:  What can you tell us about the two weeks after Turnaround Tuesday, as it was called, and then when the final-- the successful march to Montgomery began on the 21st?  What can you tell us about that almost two-week spread of time? 

[18:52]  

A:  Between then, we had demonstrations, we continued to go to the courthouse, and I'm just wondering whether-- I can't remember now whether it was after that that I was arrested.  I don't think it was a second time, third time.  One was after everything was over.  No, it wasn't.  

We were still having demonstrations, people were still coming in.  The beautiful thing about it is we had so many people coming in from all walks of life.  A fellow called me at the house and said, "I want to talk to you."  And from his voice, having heard so many of them saying, "Get out of town" or whatnot, immediately I began to think that he was somebody who wanted to curse me out.  So I said, "If you want to talk to me, I will listen, provided you will listen when you get through talking and I can have the chance to talk."  I didn't know what he was going to say.

[20:07]  

He said, "I want to know why is it y'all are bringing all of these long stringy-haired white folk in here.  I wonder why in the world if you're going to bring some, why don't you bring some dignified people?"  He went on talking about these white young people he was really targeting.

[20:33]  

So when he got through raving and talking, I said, "Are you through?"  He said, "Yes."  I said, "Well, who in the name of God would leave their ivory towers, their beautiful homes, their universities, their schools, the places where they're satisfied to come to help a god-forsaken people but people with hearts of gold.  I don't care how they look on the outside, they've got hearts of gold."  Bam, put the telephone down.

Experiences like that.  We've had people to see us on the street.  I have had some of them to say to me, "When are y'all going to stop messing up our city?"  And these things were between the time that we were beaten on the bridge and before the last march.

[21:25]  

I got a man to come in and do some plumbing work for me.  He was a man who-- he was a black man, and I had never had him to do any work before.  When he finished the work-- and this is between the time that we were marching-- when he finished the work, I paid him.  He charged quite a bit of money.  I paid him all but a small amount that I was holding back until the plumbing had been inspected. 

[22:10]  

So he said, "I want my money."  I said, "Well as soon as the city inspects it you can get your last check."  So he went down to have me arrested.  Three officers came out to arrest me.  So they said-- I told them I wasn't going anywhere.  I said, "You can bring all of the officers; I'm not going anywhere until I find out that I have violated anything and that work is inspected."  So he said, "Well we'll have to put a levee on something you've got."  So I said, "Well take the car."  The car wasn't worth it.  He said, "The car isn't worth it."  I said, "Well, you can take the furniture.  If you start dragging this furniture out here I'll take a picture of it and I'll declare under you that you'll see it again."  I said, "Well why don't you put a sign up on the house that this house is levied?  Then I'll take a picture of it and put it in every paper."  "Well we don't want to do that."  And he went off.  He didn't take.

[23:25]  

So that was between the time, the first march.  Again, I was put in jail because what happened, I had two accounts.  We had an account in the name of A.I. Platts. That was my name before I married.  And the other account was in the name of Boynton.  One account had in it the real estate, everything that came from the real estate.  The other account was the account of these people where we were sending them to New York, the agency there would send the money back.

[24:04]  

And I don't remember now whom I wrote the check to, but I would sign checks and leave them in the office for the secretary.  The secretary put the money in the wrong account, and when I made the check, when she took the check, made the check out to one account, the money was in the other.   And when I knew anything, they came across there and put me in jail.  Put me in jail because of the bouncing of the check.

And I stayed in there, and finally I started to call somebody.  I said, no, I'm not going to call anybody.  I'm going to stay right here.  Because I knew it was because of my affiliation with the movement.  I really don't know who got me out because I refused to get an attorney to get me out.  And that was the end of it.  I stayed in there maybe about eight hours, that was the end of that. 

[25:17]  

And of course the first time was when I was walking down the street, and that night the-- I was told that when I was let out of jail and had to go to the courthouse I was told that I was arrested for criminal provocation, because I told the sheriff that I was going to my office and he said, "Get in this line."  I said, "I'm going to my office."  I said, "I'm going to my office."  "You get in this line."  That's the time he grabbed me.

[25:58]  

But these 60 people who were standing up said, "Go on, Mrs. Boynton.  Go on.  You won't be there by yourself.  We'll be there with you."  And they came.  And that's the time they sang so at the top, like it was being raised from the top of the house.  In the meantime, they took all of those people back downstairs and brought them up on the elevator.  And they stayed there.

Now they were-- they stayed in maybe about three hours, two or three hours, and they released them and charged them with improper assemble.  In the meantime, my walking down the street, I was arrested for criminal provocation.  I stayed there until about twelve o'clock that night. 

[27:02]  

Q:  During that time period, Ms. Robinson, did you testify before Judge Johnson at his hearing that he had to allow the march? 

A:  Yes. 

[27:16]  

Q:  Could you tell us about that hearing? 

A:  The only thing I remembered was that Pitt(?)-- I think Pitt was the attorney for the city or county.  I think he was.  And all I remembered, he asked me where was I going. I told him I was going to Montgomery.  He said, "Did you intend marching all the way?"  I said, "Yes.  I was going to march as far as I could.  Because as I said, I knew I would have to make breaks."  He said, "You mean to tell me you were going to mach with high-heeled shoes on?"  I said, "Yes."  I looked at the judge, and I said, "Judge, I wear high-heeled shoes all of the time."

So after he asked, that was about all the questions he asked.  

[28:21]  

Q:  After the court ruled that the march could progress, that you could have the march to Montgomery, could you describe the feeling in Selma and the plans that were being made for the march? 

A:  Well, the foundation had been laid when we marched the first time.  More people came in.  We had a-- we still had Hosea Williams and other people who were with us before, like I called(?)the names of those folk and others who came in to help to make plans, how we were going to do it.  

[29:14]  

And one time after the other, before we started out, I received any number of citations from the courthouse.  I think that's what you call them, citations, where they-- court cases.

Q:  Summons? 

A:  Summons.  Is that it? 

Q:  Where they call you in to testify? 

[29:41]  

A:  No, no.  This is forbidding us to do certain things. 

Q:  Injunction. 

A:  Several injunctions.  The last one was received just before we marched Saturday, before we marched that Sunday, forbidding us to use the property that we had planned, where we had planned to stop.  And this property was property that was rented from Mentor(?), Jim Mentor.  There was a place that is known as Tyler, Alabama.  Tyler, in fact, about six miles if it's that far.  And he had rented some property to blacks and they had permitted us-- said that we could stop there for the night and pitch the tent, but they couldn’t.

[30:43]  

Now after Sunday I didn't stay because I was to speak late that evening, that night in fact, and I left after the march started, after we got across the bridge, then I went back, got my car, had somebody take me back, and then I drove on to Troy where I was to speak.  Because Dr. King and his staff had already made arrangements where I was supposed to go that entire week, in fact two weeks.  But I went that far. 

[31:25]  

I came back late that night.  On Tuesday, we had meetings, strategy meetings.  On Wednesday, I joined them and I walked about eight, about nine miles.  And I spent the night in the camp, and that was in Lowndes County.  And then I didn't spend another night until I walked when we got in Montgomery County to Saint Jude, and I was there that night.

So I really didn't-- I don't know anybody-- well, there were two people in Selma, two women, that I can think of who went all the way.  Marie Foster was one and I can't remember the other young lady's name.  She can give it to you.

[32:20]  

Q:  Yes, I think she did.  She told us what the other one's name was when we spoke to her.  So then you made the march the next day from Saint Jude to the capitol? 

A:  Yes.  No.  It is quite interesting.  Did I have the children?  I don't remember now whether I had them or not.  But I had-- I went into Montgomery, I left Saint Jude and went into the city of Montgomery and I had some contacts there with insurance.  My office was in Montgomery, it was a state office.

[33:09]  

Then about-- they had gotten to-- let me see how far they had gotten.  They had gotten about a mile I guess from Saint Jude.  Then I stood on the outside, on the side, and I said to myself, "I'm going to get on this march somewhere."  And Dr. King happened to see me.  And he said, "Come on in, Mrs. Boynton."  Well I had the chance to get on the front line but the line was so long, so wide, and when I got-- not until I almost got there, when Andy Young came up and said, "We'd like for you to read the grievance."  And of course when we got on the platform, when the program began, at that time I had had a chance to read it over.  I read the grievance to the governor, who wasn't even to be seen.

[34:06]  

After everything was over, we formed a committee to take the grievance to the governor.  The first time we couldn't even get up the steps.  The second time they allowed us to get into the rotunda.  They said-- we wanted to see the governor, they said, "You can't see him."  Each time we would go back and regroup, go back to the church and regroup, and of course you'll see the short distance it is from the city, from the state capitol.  And so we decided we would read it to somebody, and we read it to-- we gave it to Jackson, I think that was his name, his press secretary.

[35:06]  

Q:  When did you first hear about Viola Liuzzo being killed? 

A:  We were coming back from the march, Marie Foster and I, and I hope she told you about this.  And we-- I saw an officer.  I wasn't going too fast, so I decided I'd stop.  I was driving.  I decided I'd stop and find out what happened.  And we stopped and I asked the officer what had happened, and he said a woman was killed.  And immediately after driving off I turned the radio on and they told us who was in the car.  And it had-- they had not left the scene, so it couldn’t have happened too long before we got there.  And I haven't heard anybody say that they came up on just as it happened.  Maybe somebody-- I'm sure somebody must have.  Have you found anybody who came up on it? 

[36:11]  

Q:  No.  The accounts that I have read all say that Mr. Moton, the ...(inaudible) which was in the car with her, got out of the car and then flagged someone down who then took him into Selma or somewhere so he could make a-- so they could call the police. 

A:  Oh, is that so? 

[36:32]  

Q:  That's what I've read.  No one has told me that. 

A:  Maybe so.  And this happened in Lowndes County.

Q:  I forgot to ask you about when did you hear about Reverend James Reeb being killed, or being beaten? 

[36:52]  

A:  I guess it must have been minutes.  He had been into the office, he left the office, and came to the next street, just a block-- that must have been two blocks, one block west and another block south-- to Walker's Café.  And I was at home when he left the office.  I was there while they were at the office.  And I left their office and went home and not long after that-- see, they had gone in and they were served.  And as soon as-- right after he was-- long enough to call and let me know what had happened, they made an attempt to take him back.  I think they took him back to the office.  Does it say that he got back to the office? 

Q:  I haven't heard anything.

[37:52]  

A:  I think, if I'm not mistaken, they took him back to the office and there was a funeral home right on the corner.  And they carried him to the Burrows(?) Hospital.  They carried him to the Burrows Hospital and Dr. Maddox found that he had had a brain concussion.  And the Anderson Funeral Home took him, started with him to Birmingham, and that was where it was said that the person who was carrying him, Anderson and the others, must have killed him.  That's what some of them said. 

[38:50]  

Just all kinds of things.  But the man-- what happened, from what I can understand, he left there, and of course right across the street from there was the-- what was it?  The teapot, some type of café, which café. 

Q:  Silver Moon.

A:  Silver Moon was one. 

Q:  That's what I heard. 

[39:12]  

A:  Silver Moon was on one corner, but opposite that there was another.  I was of the impression that it was the one that was just opposite.  Some kind of teapot.  And they came across the street, that's all they had to do was just walk across the street, and started beating him.  And there were three of them together: Reverend Reeb and two other men.  And Reverend Reeb happened to be the one who got the worst.  

So they, when they took him, it seems as though there was a flat, they had a flat on, and finally they got that straight and took him on the hospital in Birmingham.  And he lived, what was it, a day, a day and a half, two days, something like that. 

[40:11]  

Q:  Had you met Reverend Reeb or Ms. Liuzzo prior to that? 

A:  I understand-- yes, I met both of them.  Reverend Reeb had been to the house, Ms. Liuzzo had been to the office.  And I met her.  I remember her because I thought that she was a very attractive lady.  Reverend Reeb, of course, was just like one of the others.  He was very friendly, very outgoing.  You know, I never had any fear of people coming in and out of my house when I wasn't there.  I had no fear whatsoever that anybody would be there for anything but the good that they could do. 

[40:58]  

Q:  What would you say is the legacy of the Selma movement and the march from Selma to Montgomery? 

A:  Thinking about the people of all races who never knew the importance of registering and voting, who never knew that they could be first-class citizens, who never knew that they were just like puppets as far as the politics were concerned.  That this episode is something that should go down in history,  because it actually helped to loosen the chains, mental chains, of people who were ignorant to the fact and enslaved to the extent that they didn't-- many of them did not know that as Americans, being born in America or becoming a citizen, that they were as much of an intricate part of the system as anybody else.

[42:25]  

And it's something that should always be-- should be in the minds of people.  It's something that ought be-- should be something outstanding.  Now for instance, when you see Dr. King's bust or his statue, you think of the struggle that he has had.  To see something that will let people know about Bloody Sunday, the struggles, the way the people had given themselves, people who felt that voting was not for them suddenly awoke and said, "That's my right.  I should get into this because that is mine.  I'm supposed to have a part to be played in bringing human dignity and becoming a full-fledged citizen, taking a part."

[43:53]  

It gives them the right to know that in fact they are somebody.  And if they have a monument of some description or something that will let them know the struggle, let them know that the right to vote has not been given to them on a silver tray, that is something that people have fought for, they have been beaten for, they have bled and they have died for.  And personally, I think something should be as a reminder of the freedom that people were given to vote was not free.  That's the opinion I have. 

[44:42]  

Q:  Keeping in mind that the National Park Service and the process they work on is site-oriented-- buildings and places-- what are the important sites in Selma and along the march route that are important to the story of the voting rights movement in Selma and Dallas County? 

A:  You mean the places? 

[45:07]  

Q:  The places.  And if you could just name some of them and maybe say a little bit about them.  You were beginning to talk about First Baptist Church on what's now Martin Luther King Street, was Sylvan Street.

I think some of the places that should be historical marks, historic places, should be First Baptist Church, because First Baptist Church was open first to LaFayette and the young group.  That was before Dr. King came in.  So it is really a site that should be marked.  

[45:56]  

Brown Chapel AME Church, because the adults began to hold mass meetings, which finally came together.  And their doors were open and people-- it's a great historic site.  

Edmund Pettus Bridge.  And between Edmund Pettus Bridge, between the river and the light where blood was spilled from where the light-- just a little beyond the light, to the Edmund Pettus Bridge, and all along where the route was.  But that particular place I know.  

[46:51]  

Where Mrs. Liuzzo was killed.  Where-- now, there's a possibility of the places where we stopped, where the steel property-- 

A:  Rosa(?) Steel? 

Q:  Yes.  They owned that place just-- where was it above?  I know where it is.  I think it's on the other side of Lowndesboro.  The folk would know where the steel property is. 

[47:35]  

Saint Jude Church.  And of course I think they call it now the Martin Luther King Church, the Dexter Avenue Church.  Those are the places that I can think of now that would be great markers.  Our office is now torn down.

END OF #526

BEGINNING OF #527

Q:  Ms. Boynton, I was going to ask, you were mentioning the location of your office, 21 Franklin Street.  And I was going to ask you, that was also the location where the base of operations for SNCC and SCLC while they were in Selma, is that correct? 

[00:26]  

A:  SNCC came in at the beginning but as it grew they moved on the corner upstairs, on the second floor.

Q:  The corner of Franklin and Alabama? 

A:  The corner of Franklin and Alabama Avenue.  SCLC continued to have its office there until everything was over.

[00:49]  

Q:  Its office at the corner? 

A:  No, at my office.  The back part of my office.  It was very long.  It went from Franklin Street to half of the block.  And it's pretty long. And the office had-- we actually had three offices in one.  We had the front of the office where the secretary, one of the secretaries was, and a place for people to sit.  And then we had a smaller portion cut off for the secretary who was going to finish off the insurance or whatever is supposed to be done.  Then the back of it, we only had our files back there and had it fixed so that we could have meetings, and that's the part that we gave to SCLC.

[01:55]   

I keep on saying we because it was first my husband's office and mine was upstairs. But he had passed during this time. 

Q:  I understand that-- well, what I have read, has said there was something called a Freedom House where a lot of the people would stay.  And I've been told that that was the apartment building that Mrs. Moore owned.  Did a lot of people stay there? 

[02:23]  

A:  Yes, the students did.  The young people.  That was, if I'm not mistaken, I think that was on Union Street where Bernard LaFayette stayed.  And when Mrs. Moore gave the apartment, there were enough rooms in there for him to stay, and the front of it was used for those who came in.  Because more than just LaFayette came. A number of them came from different places, including Lewis and, oh, several other people whose names I don't remember. 

[03:10]  

Q:  Were there other people's homes or places where people stayed that you can think of?  And just maybe some-- like where did Dr. King stay when he was visiting Selma? 

A:  Well at first-- Dr. King did not stay very many times in Selma.  Very few times.  At the beginning, he spent the night at my house.  And after that, the house was always surrounded.  We didn't know whether they were friends or foe.

Q:  This is your home on Lapsley(?)?

[03:38]  

A:  On Lapsley.  On the corner of Lapsley and Small.  There were cars there from morning until night.  It began after dark.  And we didn't know whether they were FBI, people who were Justice Department or what.  And then he moved-- then he would stay right across the street.  What was it?  It must have been 14-- about 1408 or 10 were the Jacksons.  

But I doubt seriously whether he spent four nights in Selma, but he would come in and we'd have the meetings, because he was more based in Montgomery.  Montgomery is just 50 miles away.  So most of the time, even after he would speak, he would go on back.  But if there were meetings that they were going to have that they did not do in the early part of the day, these are the two houses where he spent the night.

[04:40]  

However, there were hundreds of people who stayed and almost all over the place.  I can't remember any specific place except the Wests, Alice Lee West.  She lived in the apartment.  And she had 12, 10 or 12 children.  But I understand many of them would stay there with her.

[05:19]  

And then in the project, and that is just around Brown Chapel Church--

Q:  Barbara Holmes(?).

A:  And the George Washington Carver home. They had many people who stayed.  Perhaps all of the homes had somebody sometime that was staying there.  In the meantime, the churches, First Baptist Church had people, Tabernacle Baptist Church opened its doors, downstairs in the basement we had people who were just everywhere, they had sleeping bags, and also in Brown's Chapel, people there.  So we were able to house all of them one place or the other. 

[06:07]  

Q:  We were talking previously, I was asking you to describe some people that I was naming. I didn't ask you to say anything about Mayor Joseph Smitherman.  What are your memories of Mayor Smitherman during that period? 

A:  Well, Mayor Smitherman was quite a young guy when we started.  He was a fellow who lived-- what they call-- I think they called it New Town(?).  His father was-- and this is what I heard.  His father was-- they were making barrels.  What do you call, the barrel splitter?  What did you get the parts-- what is it?   Or is that what you call it? 

[07:13]  

And he came from a very poor family, because I think he told it himself until he got to be sophisticated.  Most of his meals were from the homes of the black people in the community.  He said that he was very poor.  However, he was elected-- and this time you had no black people who could vote worth anything, I mean not enough to swing the votes-- he was elected because the former mayor, Hines, Chris Hines, I think he was the mayor, knew that he would not be reelected.  But the attorney for the city, who was Pitts, for the city and county, figured that this is a young man that we can really use.  So they were able to put him in as mayor. 

[08:14]  

Mayor Smitherman was-- he was just what you would call a green guy.  I'll never forget when Dr. King came when he was in jail, 15 congressmen and their secretaries came to Selma, and when I went to the airport to meet them-- and of course all of these things are worked out by Dr. King's staff, who would meet him, who would bring him in, who would get him out and whatnot.

[08:52]  

Dr. King was in jail and these congressmen came in and I was leading them.  I went to the front door and it was locked.  I went to the side door, it was locked.  That's the one on the street, on Franklin Street.  Then I knew some way they had to get in there. I said, "Well we'll go around to the back where the prisoners come in."  And when we got around to the back, the door was closed but I could open it.  And when I opened the door, Mr. Smitherman-- well, he was the mayor then, and that must have been in April-- no, it must have been in February, because Dr. King came in in January.  And this must have been February.  And Dr. King was in jail.  And he was standing behind the door and he started saying that, "I am the mayor of the city of Selma and we need no outside interruptions" and blah blah.

[10:03]  

I said, "Mayor, they can't hear you.  They're all out there."  I guess there must have been 100, about 125 or 130 people out there, because we had around 70 people of the news media.  And other people would come in.  I said, "They can't hear you."  He said, "Well--" still standing behind the door.  He was really afraid.  He said, "Well just let them come in."  I said, "Let them come inside."  "Okay, let them come in."

[10:37]  

So while he was talking, saying the same thing repetitious, "I am the mayor of the city of Selma, we don't need you people from outside to come and disturb us," and they began to shoot questions at him.  "Why did you have Dr. King arrested?"  "What did Dr. King do?"  "Where is Dr. King?"  "We want Dr. King out."  And he couldn’t answer them because he didn't no.  See, he was just a puppet.  

So finally while he was trying to answer some of the questions, Attorney Pitts, who was the city council-- the city attorney and the county attorney too, he said, "You don't have to talk to them.  You don't have to say anything to them.  Let them go."  And he moved on off. 

[11:39]  

And Smitherman was still trying to answer the questions, because before he could finish with one, since it was so long, they would ask him another.  And finally Pitts came back and just took him by the arm and said, "You don't have to answer those questions.  You come on out here."  And drug him away.  And it was embarrassing to me, because he was a man.  But I understand that he has a very sharp mind, and when he decided that he was really the mayor, that he decided he was going to do as he wanted to do and not be dictated to.

[12:22]  

I don't know how well he's doing now, because I've been out of Selma since 1976.  Of course I go back there every two or three weeks, but I don't live in Selma.  And there is much-- if you could see-- you have seen Marie Foster.  

I'd like to set the record straight here about Reverend Reese.  Reverend Reese came in two days, three days after I was arrested.  I was arrested and my attorney said, "I want you to go to Birmingham so we can swear out a warrant against Jim Clark."  I told him that the teachers told me that they were going to march, and he said, "Well the teachers are not going to march.  They've never done anything.  They've never stuck together."  Well they didn’t have over two teachers who were registered voters, and they were elderly people.

[13:28]  

So I finally told him that Friday, I must go.  And we came back and the teachers were marching to the capitol. That picture you have seen.  Well, the teachers, who came, who were members of an organization that I was a member of, came to the house that night around 12:30 after I was released.  And they said, in this club, that everybody in the club is a teacher.  Everybody, except me. 

Q:  What was the name of the club? 

[14:05]  

A:  Entrenue(?).  This is the Entrenue club.  But they were having meeting right across the street at Dr. Jackson's house.  And they came in and said, "We are going to march Friday, and we have told Reverend Reese, who is the President of the Teachers Association, if he doesn't lead us we're not going to have him as our president any longer of the Teachers Association."

Before then, he did not have a chance to join in because of the fact that he was President of the Teachers Association and had his church and he was principal or teacher at that time.  So he promised them if they would vote for him he would go on and become-- join the group, and he did.  And of course you can see the picture, if you have seen it, on TV of Mrs. Moore, Margaret Moore, and Reverend Reese.  Margaret Moore was the who opened her doors and took in Reverend LaFayette and gave her building, in fact the apartment.  And she told him, she said that they would not vote for him.  So he did, he led. 

[15:36]  

And he was not the first president of the Dallas County Voters League.  After my husband passed, J.L. Lawson was the president after him.  And then Blackwell(?), I think, and-- what's this other guy's name?  There's another name, and I imagine Marie called his name.  Then Reverend Reese became the president.  And when this happened, he was not the president of Dallas County Voters League.

[16:19]  

Q:  So the presidents of the league were CJ Adams, then Samuel Boynton, Mr. Lawson--

A:  J.L. Lawson.  J.C. Lawson I think.  J.C.  Blackwell.  

Q:  Blackwell or Lackwell? 

A:  Blackwell.  And Gildasleeve(?).  Lawson, Gildasleeve, and Blackwell.

[16:56]  

Q:  Blackwell and then Reese? 

A:  Yes.  That was the order in which they were-- well, I don't know whether Blackwell was before Gildasleeve.  I think Gildasleeve was the last one before Reverend Reese.

And that organization is old.  It died down one time.  But my husband picked it up.  But it's an old, old organization. 

[17:25]  

Q:  So C.J. Adams, then, is the first president since it was--

A:  As far as we know.  No, no.  When I went to Selma, he was the president.  But after he was arrested it died down.  And then my husband, well he was a member before that.  He revived it, because he was still a member, and there were still a few people living who were registered voters.  The name is the same, Dallas County Voters League.  And I don't know how long before I went into Selma before it was an organization. But I imagine many years.  And if anybody has the right to say their name, it would be C.J. Adams.

[18:19]  

Q:  Does his family still live in Selma? 

A:  No.  They came from Uniontown.  He had no children.  And he had a niece and she passed.  She lived in Selma.  She passed.  I don't believe anybody is there who would know.  Did anybody give you his name? 

Q:  No.  I thought that Mr. Boynton was the first president.

[18:49]  

A:  No, C.J. Adams was.  And C.J. Adams and Ed Nixon(?), both of them worked for the railroad, and both of them were very outstanding in their communities politically.  Both of them are old registered voters.  And I guess you have had some information about Ed Nixon.

Q:  No, I've never heard his name.

A:  Is that so?  Well, he was the one who Mrs. Rosa Parks called to get her out of jail.  And he was the one who got her out of jail, called a group of ministers together, said we've got to organize, because this lady is without spot or blemish who has been arrested.  And--

[19:46]  

Q:  So he was from Montgomery. 

A:  Yes, this was in Montgomery.

Q:  Okay. 

[19:53]  

A:  And when they called the meeting together and somebody nominated Ed Nixon because he had been fighting so long, and he said that he was tired. When nobody else would fight for civil rights, he did it.  He thought somebody else would take it, and he said, "I decline in favor of a young man who is here, and that is Reverend Martin Luther King."  Now he told me this himself.

Q:  I heard.  That name for some reason just didn’t click in my head. ...(inaudible)

A:  That's who it is. 

[20:33]  

Q:  Blair, do you have any? 

BLAIR HUBBARD:  I don't think so. 

A:  Because I think it's very necessary for people to know the importance of registering and voting.  It would do more than be a memorial, it will be something that will remind people that they have a duty, and that duty is to become a citizen, to register, cast their votes for or against when they wish.  

[21:01]  

Q:  Well thank you very much for taking your time today and speaking with us.  We're very grateful and we think this will be very helpful for us. 

A:  Well I'm hoping that I gave some light on something. 

Q:  You did.  You were very helpful.

A:  I’m very proud of the fact that-- and hopefully this will be done, because I think it's quite necessary that we bear in mind that we need people to be real citizens and not be, as they say, behind, so far behind, that nobody knows that they're there.  To be a part of this government.  

[21:44]  

Q:  Thank you. 

END OF INTERVIEW

