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ALSO PRESENT:  Blair Hubbard, Harpers Ferry Center; Blake Lambert, Atlanta Regional Office

LOCATION:  Home of Marie Foster

[01:13]

Q:  Ms. Foster, would you give us a brief background on yourself: where you-- are you a native of Dallas County, where you went to school and what you did in the years before these momentous events engulfed you.

[01:30]
A:  Well, I feel like saying that I am a native of Dallas County because I was born in Wilcox County, but my mother brought me here, leaving my father in Wilcox County because she wanted us educated in the city.  When I say us, it was four of us that she picked up and brought to Dallas County, to Selma, hoping my father would later follow.  He was a cattle raiser.  Later momma thought that he cared more for the cattle than he did for us, because he never did come up to make a permanent home.  But she still struggled with us.  He would come up occasionally to see us.

[02:25]
And my mother was a very, very strong woman.  You know she was to pick up and steal away with four children, not knowing just what would be the outcome.  And she was a deeply religious woman, a disciplinarian.  And not having my father in the house I guess, I dropped out of school and married very young, because in those days your parents would tell you-- I know my parents did-- what not to do, and they would really challenge you not to do these things but they didn't tell you why you shouldn’t do them.  So for that reason I thought that was a way to get from under that strict discipline.

[03:38]
But what I ran into, my husband died at an early age.  He died maybe just in his middle 20s with a heart condition and left me with three children.  And I have so many of my mother's qualities or values, characteristics, whatever you would call it, or ways, that I'm a great believer in education.  So I never married anymore because I wanted to maintain control over myself, what I thought, my beliefs, and I was afraid maybe the stepfather would tell me not to educate my children.  And I did educate two of them.  The third one, he just did not like school, he just didn't care to think about school.  It seemed like he turned out to be my most successful one anyway.

[04:48]
But I went back to school myself and I was in and out of school, going to school at night, working in the day.  And if you know anything about the South, and especially the Deep South, salaries, wages are very, very low for blacks.  Industries, we need industries now, just like we need food to eat, we need them so badly.  But you might have heard that they accused us of the industries not coming in because of the image that Selma portrays to the people in the industrial field.  But that's not true, because Selma decided to stand up and fight.  A very small, poor town in the black belt, decided to stand up and fight for what we thought was right,  some of the things we knew was right.  We've been accused of that. 

[06:15]
So I went to Selma University-- let me see can I cut it short-- and I finished my high school units when I was fixing to send my daughter to college.  No, no, no, the year my daughter finished high school, that's the way that was.  But when I finished junior college, my grandchildren came to my graduation.  And this Senator Heflin, Howell Heflin, that's in the United States Congress now, he gave our baccalaureate  sermon.  

[07:06]
And of course my life has been quite an experience. I could have had any kind of degree that I wanted after I finished junior college but I just could not stop working with civil rights. 

Q:  When you were raising your children and going to school, what were you doing to put bread on the table? 

A:  I was working at a hospital, the very first job I had.  I never had worked before.  And I worked at the Baptist hospital.  And it seems like my family is rather medical-minded because my brother is a doctor, he's a dentist, and one of my sisters is a nurse, and I have a niece that she worked at Maharie(?) as a technician. 

[08:05]
And so I became a certified dental hygienist and I just didn't stop at that.  I went to New York and studied prosthetic dentistry.  That's making dentures.  And then I would use my vacation time to go just there to Birmingham and study-- I was trained under a white technician.  And by the way, that's why my colleagues have been able to get me to say, that's one of the reasons, that all white people are alike, because he was about one of the finest, one of the finest persons I have ever known.  I actually cried when I couldn’t attend his funeral.  He died of a heart attack.  And I was supposed to testify for the state.  That was following the crisis of Selma's movement.  And of course they said they just had to-- they couldn't do without me and I couldn't go do this funeral.  

[09:39]
But backing up-- I have a way of drifting-- but backing up, I took this training of repairing dentures.  He trained me in his laboratory, and he was in Birmingham, I was still living here.  But I had some people living in Ensley.  And you know about Ensley?  Ensley is a little-- it's one of the branches of Birmingham.  It's a 15, a 20-minute drive.  And I never thought that Birmingham would have a black mayor, because I don't remember a day that a white person-- they were young white people that'd meld(?) me when I would be traveling back and forth from this laboratory to Ensley.  They would make racial slurs, they'd roll the windows down, and I'd just, oh my god, I thought we had mean white people in Selma but where did these folks come from?  What are they melding(?) me for?  I would be driving along--

[10:50]
Q:  Discrimination was more pervasive and insults and such to blacks in Birmingham than it was in Selma. 

[10:59]
A:  Well evidently.  I'm telling you my experience.  I really had that experience. And later in recent years, as you know, they elected a black mayor and he's still there, and of course he's having-- they try to put pressure on him, though, to get him out for this election.  

Q:  When did you first begin to get involved in civil rights here, the struggle for civil rights in Selma and the Voters League? 

A:  Well when I really began to put it in direct action, I guess I'd say it like that, was 1962 and '3.  But years before that, and when I was very young, when I found out that there was the -- discrimination and segregation exists between the races, I didn't like it.  I didn't like it when the white boys and girls would call us Negroes and call us racial slurs.  And I didn't like it because black men had families and they couldn't-- I mean, the wages was something like 10 and 12, 15 dollars a week to take care of a family.  

[12:45]
And I didn't like it, my mother went to talk to some whites about some property that her son-in-law owned here.  He lived in Philadelphia.  My mother was married twice, by the way.  I didn't say that when I was talking about-- her first husband died.  She married again a second husband.  I was a child from the second husband.  So she had children much older than I.  And one of them lived in Philadelphia.  

[13:21]
And my sister's husband owned this property in Selma.  And so this white man cursed my mother and I don't know whether he called, but there was one time when a white did say, though, call a black SOB Mister to me, but he did.  He used profanity to my mother and tell her she addressed my sister's husband as Mister when she addressed him.  

And all those things just stuck with me.  And the stores that I had accounts, I mean, I would get my mail and it would always be, "Marie Foster," and then for the whites it would be "Mrs." whatever it is.  My sister and I, we would talk about that.  Insurance agents would come and they would press right on through the front door, but when you go to their homes you had to go round to the back door. 

[14:36]
And I remember that I went to deliver some dentures to one of our patients and this patient worked for one of our leading stores, Rothschild's, and they were Jews.  And I really wasn't thinking, because I wasn't going to the back door to-- it's just, you know, you ask people why they do things and sometimes you really can't answer that question, because my environment, I'm just surrounded by all this segregation, discrimination and Jim Crow.  But just like I said, if I had been thinking I still would have gone to the front door.

[15:33]
So I went to the front door and I rang the bell, and these people, their name was Ball, Steven Ball, Mr. and Mrs. Ball.  Mrs. Ball worked there too, at the store, this leading, exclusive store on Broad Street in Selma.  Well they bought all their clothes from New York.  They really had fine clothes.  When they would have a sale, that's what I would wait for.  You could really get some good buys.  And I had an account there.  And I went to the door, rang the bell, she came to the door.  And she said, "Oh."  

[16:13]
And white people-- my name-- you know, if a white person is named Marie, they call that white person Marie.  Now I don't know how this would sound, maybe say petty, but it's true and I feel like it's the little things that count.  Black women named Marie, they call them "Mary".  So she said, "Oh Mary, that's you."  And closed the door in my face and said-- wait, wait.  She said, "Oh Mary, that's you.  Go around to the back."  And she attempted to close the door.  And I put my hand and pushed it open.  I said, "Mrs. Ball, this repair work is for your maid.  Will you give it to her?"  And I handed it to her and walked off the porch, got in my car and left.  

[17:08]
So it's just things like that that made me really get started.  And it was '63, I was a member of the Dallas County Voters League--

Q:  Had you voted at that point? 

[17:20]
A:  Oh yes, after 8 and 10-- it was between 8 and 10 years, though, before they registered me.  I tried that long before I got registered.  I tried way back.  It was in the '50s.

Q:  Can you give a brief summary of your attempts to register and then your entrance-- and then your journey in the courts(?). 

A:  All right, we can try to register.  We would go to the courthouse, and they had this big table in the center of the floor, and they would seat all of us round the table.  That's one time maybe a white would sit beside you, because they put the chairs round the table.  It was whites there.  

[18:01]
"All right," they'd say, "No talking.  If you see anything you don't know, don't ask anybody.  Just put on there what you think."  You know, really talking to black folks, you know.  And I know the whites, other whites understood it, because we'd sit there, we'd fill out the application.  I knew I knew it.  I was just looking around reading expressions, and I could tell when somebody was stumped with it.  

And then some of the whites would just right out, "What is this question 16?  What is it?"  And when somebody would say that, boy, I would raise up.  I was just waiting for them to answer, because they had said if you don't know the question don't ask anybody and don't ask them, they said.  But they'd want to answer so badly but they wouldn't.  They went, "Oh no, you can't be talking out."  Okay, that was all right. 

[19:08]
Then they would-- they began to ask me, you know, to remain after the other people had gone.  And so the questions, "Are you a teacher?"  I said, "No, I'm not.  I'm not in the school system."  "What do you do?"  I'd say, "I'm a certified dental hygienist."  "Oh.  Well, you seem to know the questions."  I'd say, "Yes, I do know them."  I said, "But I don't get any-- all my mail and my reply from you people is that I missed one or more pertinent questions.  Please try again.  And I'm wondering, what is that pertinent question?"  "Oh."  They'd just look silly to me and laugh because they didn't know-- because then this person pretend like they didn't have nothing to do with that part of it, you know.  

[20:21]
And so they stopped me like that, oh, two or three times.  Because I know I remember one time I said, "Well, for the--" I don't know what I just said, well the fifth or sixth time I would say, "No, I am not a teacher," because that's the way they all would approach me with that.  "And I'm a certified dental hygienist.  I know what you're going to ask me."  You know, it's like that, they would try to snickle (?) it all.  

[20:48]
Okay, one of the days I was kind of sticking around and I saw them giving the whites the certificate that day.  I kind of thought it was going on, that's what was going on.  Now, they would occasionally register two or three blacks, and they were doing that so if we were to enter a suit they would have grounds to say, well, we have registered somebody.  But doctors, that went for my brother, he was a dentist, the physicians, Dr. Maddox, they didn't register him.  They didn't register the teachers.  

[21:42]
When I started working with it in '63, Mr. Boynton was President of the Dallas County Voters League.  I was a member.  His wife, Amelia Boynton, if I can find a letter that I wrote for them, they celebrated her birthday in Germany and they wanted me to-- that's the group.  She's with the LaRouche(?) Group.  They wanted me to write something, a letter or something.  They were having a surprise party for her.  And they wanted me to write this letter about our relationship and everything.  They asked me that at the time.  But not only I had your appointment on the list, I turned a lot of them down.  I got some more people now supposed to cal me later this month.  These are young people.  They writing some books or thesis or something, I don't know.

[22:42]
But anyway, I was talking about the-- oh, you asked me about how we was treated when we were getting-- when we were trying to register.  I was telling you about the few people-- Mr. Boynton.  He kept this honor roll-- that's what I was fixing to say.  He called it the honor roll.  It was something like a scroll of the people that they would pass, as we would call it, when they get registered.  Come by and put your name on it.  

[23:15]
And during the time when I started, I called his wife.  I picked up the telephone and called her one weekend.  I have been dating everything in my book and some of the dates I have just in my mind because I started the class on the 29th day of January, 1963.  We had this meeting the 23rd of January, and I called her, I believe it was the 21st or 22nd, suggesting to her that we contact a few people in the community, if it's not but a few, contact somebody that we think would be interested in we just getting together and conversing about what we can do to start people going back to the courthouse trying to get registered.  

[24:06]
They had developed hopelessness and had stopped going.  And nobody was trying to go, because when they'd see you and you'd ask them, "Well did you ever get registered?"  "No."  "Did you ever get registered, Ms. Foster?"  I said, "Well yes, I finally did.  They finally registered me."  Say, "Well I stopped going.  My time was too important."  Some of them would use a little profanity, damn this, damn the other.  And I would say, "Well, that's what they want you to say."  I said, "I felt like saying it and one time I did."  I said, "And then I had to pinch myself and say well-- now I would be telling somebody else if they tell me that how dare you say that going back, and so I did.  I kept going until they registered me."  And she agreed.  

[24:51]
Her husband was sick, Mr. Boynton was down sick, and Mr. Boynton had been sick for quite a while.  And I said just to myself and to my sister, I said, "Mr. Boynton is not getting any better.  Mr. Boynton is getting weaker."  But I still didn't tell her what I had on my mind, as much as we would get together and discuss segregation and discrimination.  But when I really decided that I was going to approach Boynton with it and we called this group together and just talk about what we can do, I had my names written down of the people that I was going to ask, people that I know couldn't say no to me.  I had my sister's name at the head of the list and a few more of my very close friends that they know I would do anything for and they couldn't tell me no.

[25:43]
And then I called Amelia Boynton and expressed to her, told her just what I told you, that we need somebody, we just need to gather and talk about it.  But I kind of had in mind of recommending this citizenship class, and so that's what I did when we met.  And we met the 23rd day of January, 1963.  It was extremely cold.  And it was on Wednesday because I do have Wednesday afternoons off.  And when I called her she said, "Oh, thank god, somebody is interested in doing something to help."  I shall never forget that. I had all that on that letter, what I wrote, you know, on behalf of her for her birthday.  That was a birthday party they was giving for her.  

[26:37]
And so she said, "Ooh, when shall we meet and where shall we meet?"  I said, "That's what I want to know from you."  I said, "But it would have to be on Wednesday because I'm only off on Wednesday."  And I said, "I was hoping we could meet at your office."  She said, "Well you can."  She was carrying her husband's business along then, and she was in insurance business.  See, you know, she was hired as an agent. 

[27:05]
We met and we talked and then I-- see, I had in mind getting started right then.  They really just didn't know what was back of my mind, the others there.  I got the names in this book.  And the book, I keep records of what I do.  I have that book.  And we decided that was on a Wednesday, now I'll just let you judge just about how fast we were working, how fast we moved.  I said, "Well how about this, let's start a-- how about a class?  And maybe we'd give it a name, maybe we'd call it a citizenship class." I  said, "And we publish it, we advertise through the churches and by telephone and just personal contact, and just beg people to please come to the class, that we're going to make sure that they'll be able to fill out the applications correctly."  

[28:16]
We know that they have, most of them have been filling it out correctly enough to pass, because you're supposed to get the information what you want to know from the-- I'm on the Board of Registrars now, I am a member of the board, and the Registrar Board is supposed to help you, they're supposed to assist you.  But we're going to-- and you will have the applications that they'll put before you around there, those applications we will use to assist you.

[28:56]
You know how we got those applications?  That was Wednesday.  We started that class that Tuesday night.  We called Mr. Patton.  Mr. Patton is still living in Birmingham.  Mr. Patton is-- he was president of the State Registration and Voting.  You bowing like you know him. 

Q:  We've heard his name mentioned. 

A:  Yeah.  And Mr. Patton put those application blanks on the bus so we would get them, to have them.

[29:35]

And guess where we opened the class?  In the insurance office where Amelia Boynton was working.  They didn't even know we were going in there.  They didn't know we were in there.  We using the people electric lights.  And do you know I really-- it just really didn't register on me just-- register with me, rather, just how much nerve that was and just the people really could have felt like that we were taking advantage.  We were doing something we weren't permitted to do.  I was so imbued in what we were attempting to do.  

[30:20]
And we went around, I said, now what we do?  I told them, I said, "When we deliver these to the churches--"  We fixed the letters that day.  We dictated and we-- the letters that day.  And we gave each one, each person, make each person on the committee, I believe it was eight of us, and each person would be responsible for getting your letters out to the churches.  But go to the home of the pastor of their church and talk with him.  If you don't know him, introduce yourself, and tell him what this mission is about, and tell him when the announcement is read for him to follow it up, you know, with some pep talks, encouraging people to go back, start going back to the courthouse to try to get registered, because we're going to do something about it this time if they turn the people down and not register anybody. 

[31:34]
All right.  We did all that advertising, all that talking and the publication through the churches.  Nobody has never been able to name the number of people that came that very first night.  I have it in this little five and ten-cent composition book that came when the class, as I call it, was over. 

Q:  Your first class ...(inaudible).

A:  The first class.  That book has been all the way to Washington, John Doar, the Assistant Attorney General of the United States.  I wouldn't want to know a finer person.  He came here and he worked with us.  And he asked me one day-- I wasn't living in this house because I had this house built, but I was living in another house, much smaller, that I rented.  And he was sitting on my sofa talking with me.  He said, "Ms. Foster, will you let me--"  He's looking in the book.  "--take this book back to Washington?"  

[32:43]
I said, "Take it to Washington?  Mr. Doar, what you want to take my book to Washington for?"  He said, "Because I want them to see for themselves that there are some people in Dallas County that are really serious and sincere about getting registered."  So that made me know that it was some talk going on and people, they were wondering and guessing as to whether Selma, Dallas County was really serious about black people, really serious about really wanting to become first-class citizens and get registered to vote.

[33:32]
So I gave it-- I told him okay, and after then, with all what happened, and a movement was born in Selma, I really forgot-- I didn't think about my book, I forgot it until it came to me when Nixon was running for president.  I said, oh my god, and I thought Nixon would be elected.  I said, "I can just see my book being put in the garbage can when them Republicans get in there." 

[34:07]
I don't know whether all you all might be Republicans but I'll just tell you what I said and what I meant.  And I didn't know where to write Mr. Doar, but I said, I know what I'll do.  Because he was in New York then.  I wrote this letter-- I have a copy of that letter somewhere, asking him, because my book-- I can get my hands on the book and show it to you after-- I-- let me see.  I lost my thought. 

Q:  You were talking about that you had put out the message to the churches and--

[34:52]
A:  Oh, yes, about Mr. Doar.  I addressed it "John Doar, Former Assistant Attorney General of the United States, New York, New York."  I didn't know his address.  But he got the letter.  He got the letter.  And eventually-- and then he answered my letter.  It was pretty good of a while but he answered it, telling me that it would take some time but he would certainly go to Washington and get my book.  He was in New York.  And he did, and he mailed the book and he told me about the book, he would have to mail it to Mobile first and the district judge there would have to check the book out and he would-- then he would mail the book to me.  I have it in there to show.

[35:46]
But I have in there the number of people that came to the very first class.  You want to take a quick-- yes? 

Q:  As soon as we get through we'll want to look at it. 

A:  Well anyway, one person came with all that publication.  I said that to make a point.  And that says something, that if I had not been real interested, you know, that would have been very discouraging, and maybe to the extent that I just would have thrown my hat in, just would have given up.  But I didn't. 

[36:28]

And of course the class was held two nights a week, Tuesday and Thursday nights.  That Thursday night, the same person came back and brought a relative, and that was two people, and then so on, and pretty soon Bernard LaFayette, what I was talking about on there, he came in from SNCC from Atlanta--

Q:  He's the first SNCC person to show up? 

[36:54]
A:  That's right.  And I understand he had been here a few weeks before then to explore the territory right here and check out, check the people out, what they were doing, and kind of check their feelings.  He talked about it not so long ago when I was with him.  And he said it was like the Rock of Gibraltar.  And he went on back to Atlanta, but Amelia Boynton called him, telling him that we had something going now and he could come back, and he did, he came back.  All of that is recorded in the book, that he came back.  And I was very successful with that citizenship class.  And--

Q:  Trying to get increasing numbers.

[37:40]
A:  One of the nights we were in Boynton's office down there and she showed him this scroll that her husband kept of the people, you know, that we had registered.  And that was the city and county.  And he said, "Oh my god, you mean we don't have 130 registered voters?  Y'all don't have 130 registered voters in the county and city combined?"  She said, "Well that's right."  Because I'm thinking just abut everybody do come and sign that register, that scroll, when they get registered.  And I'm so sorry that it's misplaced, because that's one thing that I don't have for a record.  

[38:22]
But just think, that was 1963 and now we have 20,000 black registered voters.  I've been working with it from then and this is '91.  And when I started with it it only had-- we didn't have 130 registered voters.  And we through '64, we had-- we had increased the number to around 300.  It was 300.  And we threw them, all these 300 votes, behind this very mayor, Joe T. Smitherman.  

He won the election by 300 votes.  We thought he was going in on a landslide.  But his opponent was a wealthy white man with a lot of prestige, so he didn’t go in on a slide.  We thought he would go in on a landslide because so many of the white women was disgusted with the bad streets.  When they take their cooks home and they said they were tearing up the cars and this, and all that dust and everything, and the damn mayor up there, his name was Hines(?), he didn't do nothing.  And we just thought the white people was going to vote Smitherman in.  You know, we just thought he was going in a landslide.  But we will make sure that our 300 votes would count.  So I told my people, I said, "Vote for Smitherman.  Vote for Smitherman."  Now we got him in there, we can't get him out.  

[40:03]
Q:  Been in ever since. 

A:  [laughs]  He's been in there ever since.  So he was in there during the movement.  One thing about him, I'll have to say, he's honest with how he thinks and how he feels.  He lets you know how he thinks and how he feels, so you do know how to work with him and deal with him and you know what he's thinking, because he'll let you know what he's thinking. 

[40:46]
Q:  Then you said when Mr. LaFayette came in, that was confusion(?) from SNCC coming in.  Did you stay in close contact with SNCC from then on?

[41:00] 

A:  Oh yes, yes.  You take, for instance, John Lewis, who is in the Congress and who presented this bill for this national historic trail for us.

Q:  That's when you first met John? 

A:  Uh-huh.  He was with SNCC and he was very loyal to Dallas County and any other place where he could help.

Q:  How about ...(inaudible) and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference? 

[41:38]
A:  Oh yes, oh definitely. 

Q:  Can you discuss your ...(inaudible)

A:  With them, that's how the movement was born.  We-- oh, after the citizenship class, we started having mass meetings, and we had these mass meetings when we started.  Our very first mass meeting, it was May 13th, I think, May 13th, 1963.  Mr. Boynton died on that day of our first mass meeting.  

[42:25]
And later-- it was a lapse of time, but we started to having weekly mass meetings, but we just have one, just had one once a week, every Monday night.  And in those mass meetings we were able to get the message, and very important messages, over to the people, because you take for instance black people.  The deprivation that was dealt them for training and education, you know, it really took its toll.  I mean, it's a sad story, but so many of us are just so far behind, and that's the way we would educate them in this mass meeting.  

[43:20]
And I was asked to bring them about 15 minutes, talk to them, rather, about 15 minutes, educating them on black history.  And boy, that research worked for me.  It was sometimes like I'd be up three and four o'clock in the morning.  Really, well, it really took some time, some very hard study.  But I did it, and it was very rewarding, though, because just to see the look in the people's eyes, and just like you on the edge of your seat now, you know, very interested in what I'm saying.  It seems as if all of you are, rather.  That's just the way they would look at me, stare at me.  And you know, that made me feel good and made me feel like I was doing something and I had done something and that sacrifice I was making, losing all of that sleep putting that time in it, I was well rewarded for it, and it didn't make no difference. 

[44:37]
So in this mass meeting, Jim Clark had his possemen in there, the policemen was in there.  They in the church.  All our mass meetings held at the church.  With their guns, their billy clubs on, and--

Q:  To intimidate.

A:  That's right.  That's why they were there, for intimidation.  But I don't know where I got it from, I've never been this bully kind, I've never been the kind that like to fight, but I would talk that much more and that much louder.  

[45:19]
And they were there every Monday night, and I would tell them that-- I'd say, "We are tired of being disrespected married women," I'd say, "and I don't care what you buy, I don't care how much you pay for it, they still won't put a title to your name."  I said, "And your husband paid the same thing for his license that the white man paid for his license."  I said, "Now you can go right just 50 miles to Montgomery and you can get that respect."  I said, "So buy less as possible."  I said, "I've cut out on buying from the stores," and messages like that.  

[46:05]
And then they would tell us in the mass meetings, these black men that would operate these stores, and they were so mad about the mass meeting until they would boycott them.  "I'm not selling you any milk today.  I'm not selling you Coca-Colas today."  They'd come to the mass meeting, tell us.  The mass meeting had grown to, you know, as such a-- I can't find the word I want to use now.  But anyway, it had grown very big. I mean, it was-- it would be full.  People would be in there standing around the wall.  And we would tell them, we'd say, "They have stopped selling such and such a store, Coca-Cola.  Don't drink anymore Coca-Cola."  Then they would respond.  "No, amen, I don't drink any more milk, such and such milk."

[47:14]
Q:  ...(inaudible)

A:  Yeah, whatever.  "That's right."  In a few days they'd come back, "Oh, they started bringing my milk back, bringing my Coca-Colas back."  You know, that's what they would tell us.  So we would get help like that.  

[47:32]

And one night we came out of First Baptist and it was troopers parked in cars with something pointed, like galleon(?) guns, they call them, pointed out at the women, to intimidate the people and frighten the people from coming to the mass meeting. 

END OF #512

BEGINNING OF #513

[00:05]  

Q:  You were telling us about the troopers.  

A:  Yes.  The troopers.  We came out of the church.  I noticed the people, you know, kind of stopping and I didn't know what was happening.  Usually the leaders would be at the front, you know, but sometimes you get delayed, you know.  And so I walked around them and some more of us did and we got to the front there and saw those cars parked.  

And First Baptist is on-- it's Martin Luther King now.  Back then it was Sylvan Street.  It's on the corner of Jeff Davis and Martin Luther King.  And right down the street is this historical church, Brown's Chapel.

[01:00]  

But now, let me back up and say this.  Brown's Chapel became the historical point there at that church and the history of Brown's Chapel, I mean, it is true, it's a prominent-- the prominence is right.  

But we, that very first mass meeting was held at Tabernacle Baptist Church.  All the other churches wouldn't touch it.  And even the ones, some of the ones that had to decide to open Tabernacle doors for the mass meeting, you know, they was reluctant to do it.  You know, they voted against it.  Because they was thinking maybe our church would get bombed.  They was really thinking more in that way.

[02:03]  

And so my pastor-- and by the way, that's my church that I was baptized in that church.

Q:  Tabernacle? 

A:  Tabernacle.  So you know I've been there, and I was baptized there.  But my pastor then, Reverend L.L. Anderson, he still stood his ground and he said, "I want the mass meeting here.  I want it here.  I want us to open our doors for that mass meeting to be held here."  Well, when he saw that maybe he was losing and he told them that, well if we don't vote then to let him have it here, we'll have the mass meeting, because he was working with us.  And he said, "We're going to have the mass meeting but we'll have it on the outside and then we'll tell the people why we're out there."  Because we couldn't have it on the inside of the church.

[03:04]  

So then, you know, they thought the second time and we had the mass meeting at Tabernacle. 

Q:  Why did you--

[03:17]  

A:  Oh, oh, let me say now, very quickly, I left out something very important, to answer your question.  Now, when the troopers had the galleon guns pointed, and that didn't stop us, it seems like that increased the crowd.  Everything Jim Clark would do, we'd have a bigger crowd the next time.  So then he said, well nothing you need to do but enjoin them from having mass meetings, and he placed us under this injunction.  This injunction was delivered to us and Reverend Reese, Amelia Boynton, myself and all the--

[04:10]  

Q:  Was it delivered to the Dallas Voters League, the injunction? 

A:  No.  They pick-- it was delivered to all the pastors of the churches that had opened our doors to us for the mass meeting.  See, all the churches-- we could have mass meetings at all the churches.  But the one had opened the doors--

Q:  Got the--

[04:33]  

A:  They got the injunction.  And then personally, the Reverend Reese, Amelia Boynton, Marie Foster, if he found, he said, as many as three of us together, and I reckon he was talking about Reverend Reese, Boynton and me, we would be put in jail and it would be-- the charges would be we were having a meeting. 

Now, you know nobody shouldn't have that much authority.  And we could have bucked it and challenged it, you know. 

Q:  What did you do then?  

[05:10]  

A:  I'll tell you what we did: start having secret meetings with the steering committee of the Dallas County Voters League.  Reverend Reese was the president and I was secondary of the steering committee.  And we didn't even tell Reverend Anderson-- you see, Reverend Anderson, and today after the-- well, people have asked about it more in recent years, why Reverend Anderson wasn't considered as the Courageous Eight, that thing was given.  They named us the Courageous Eight because it was eight of us that held-- I mean, that met secretly.  I named it the CCC, thinking about the KKK, because they used to follow me home, shine lights in my car, and they used to call me up, oh my god, and call me some of the worst names.  And I--

[06:13]  

Q:  Who were the secret eight? 

A:  The CCC, the Clandestine Community Committee.  That's what the CCC stood for.  The Clandestine--

Q:  Community Committee. 

[06:38]  

A:  Community Committee, because we met secretly.  And I remember once I was at a meeting with Smitherman here.  Oh, it's been some years back.  He said, "Ms. Foster, I never did know that was the name-- I never did know about that secret committee, and I sure did learn something today."  Anyway, you know, that wasn't important, but maybe to say, but I was just saying it because.

[07:10]  

We didn't have a certain time to meet, we didn't have no certain dates, but you know, but when we would get together, we'd just say we'd call one another, you know, call around.  We'd decide, trying to decide what to do to break this injunction.  That's what this meeting was about.  And we decided we were going to call Dr. King in. 

Q:  This is the first time Dr. King is called? 

A:  That's right.  We were going to call him in to have this mass meeting to break this injunction.  And we knew-- we thought deep down in our hearts, rather, we just about knew-- that once Dr. King and his followers and workers would come here to Selma that was all we needed, and it worked out just like we thought.  You could not get not one block to that church to park.  It was so many people, people all up in trees.

[08:23]  

And Jim Clark could not put all of those people in jail.  All they could do was try to direct traffic for the people that was there.  And from there the movement was born, because we had mass meetings day and night, daily.  Dr. King couldn’t stay with us every day but he would leave somebody here.  I mean, he would send someone in, have somebody like Andy Young, Hosea Williams.  You know of those people.  And people like that.  And then when they weren't in, SNCC would be in.  But most-- but every day it would be somebody from SCLC.  Shuttleworth or somebody would be with us, so we'd have these mass meetings.  

[09:19]  

And we decided, we asked then Reverend Lewis, because Reverend Lewis, he was the pastor of Brown's Chapel, to let us have this meeting.  You know when we called Dr. King in?  They let us have it at Brown's Chapel.  And so he permitted us to have it.  He said, okay, we could have it there.  So we did and he started working with us.  

[09:51]  

And as I said, the movement was born, we had the meeting when Dr. King came there, and then we had meetings daily and we would march-- see, that church, it was nearer to the courthouse and nearer to town and much more convenient than Tabernacle, so that's how we got it. 

Q:  That's how ...(inaudible)

A:  Moved to Brown's Chapel, that's right.  And you know of the movement.  I mean, it was really a movement.  We people, they would register.  I remember Dr. King asked that we recruit and mobilize for one of-- ...(inaudible) one of the greatest marches that we had ever had and ever would have, to the courthouse.

[11:00]  

Hosea Williams and I did that, and that was the time when I really gained respect for Hosea.  I said when anybody can out-word me and anybody can be without food, because people used to say, Ms. Foster, you don't eat, aren't we going to stop to eat?  I said, I met my match.

Q:  Hosea? 

[11:30]  

A:  That's right.  And yes, the line extended from the courthouse-- have any of y'all been to the courthouse?  Back to Jeff Davis.  I didn't believe it when they came and told me.  I said, "I can't believe that."  They said, "Well get in your car and drive then to see for yourself."  I said, "Because Hosea was so worried," I said, "But I wasn't worried."  I said, "But I didn't have any idea that we would get that many."  But we would go to people's houses and sit and talk.  It was really-- it was a lot of work.  We talked to them.  We didn't just pass them up, just maybe use circles to send out, like we usually do.  We did that, but we would also go and talk to them, and we built it up just like that. 

[12:40]  

But I got in my car, a smoking lady got in there.  I was so nervous and jittery, and you know, over what I had heard, and I'm so anxious to get right there, I really didn't pay any attention.  You know, but I know the people, they loaded my car up.  And if I'm not mistaken, seemed like I carried Hosea.  But anyway, it's been so long.  

But when we got round there and that's what we saw, that was really a thrill and I was happy over it.  But this lady that was smoking, messing around, putting her cigarette in the-- and you'll say, you'll understand just why I'm telling this part of the story.  My car caught on fire.  And see, my car was on fire.  I smelled it, I kept saying, "I smell smoke.  I smell smoke."  But when I got out, you know, to check, I said, "Oh my god."  Looked like the smoke just-- it's just strange how fire, just how fire can, you know, just bulge out and just blaze up so quickly, but that's what it did.

[13:59]  

Here I am, I said, "Oh my god, what I'm gonna do?"  Only kind of relationship with the fire department-- you see, where we used to hold meetings, it was right across the street from the fire department.  And the fire department, those people over there, the firemens, they used to tell the policemens about all our meetings, what time we'd meet.  So we were angry with them.  [laughs]  I said, "Oh my god," I needed to find a fireman.    And I said, I'm so mad with them, but shoot, I can't let my car burn up, so I call them and they came.  

[14:41]  

You never met anybody any more polite.  Well I guess because they knew they were doing us wrong.  It wasn't nothing we were doing to them.  But the relationship, so bad, you know.  I mean, so far as I thought.  But honey, they would tattle on us and keep the law posted, and the law would follow us around.  And the Klansmen, maybe they was telling the Klansmen too, because they would follow me home, and then after Mr. ...(inaudible) find out though, you know, we told the men, they would go with us, some of them would go with us, trail us, I mean.  They would trail us.  

[15:26]  

But anyway, I wanted to get that in, that part in.  So everybody from everywhere came to Selma during the movement.  And we-- then, people began to register and, you know, we just had a movement and they decided that-- it was decided that we would-- oh, Jimmie Lee Jackson was shot.  Jimmie Lee Jackson.  I wrote a poem about that. 

[16:07]  

Q:  Could you discuss your recollections of Jimmie Lee Jackson and the shooting ...(inaudible)? 

A:  Well, Marion.  Albert Turner, I met Albert Turner, really I mean met him to make friends with him.  We invited him to come and speak at one of our mass meetings, and so he was at the head of what Marion was doing, and they had begun to move and work toward civil rights and improving the community and getting their people registered, and we all were doing the same thing. 

[17:03]  

So, oh, they were having mass meetings also.  And this was at a mass meeting or following a mass meeting that Jimmie Lee Jackson was shot.  It was during the time that the troopers-- and you see, they were very close with Wallace, and they were working together.  And so those troopers, they were real mean, and they shot him because--

Q:  Were the troopers meaner than the city police here, than Sheriff Clark's deputies?  Or were they all the same? 

[17:54]  

A:  Well, we didn't have direct involvement with the troopers, but I tell you what, you know, I was on the bridge that Bloody Sunday, right up front, so--

Q:  We'll move into that later, after Jimmie Lee Jackson. 

A:  So the troopers, you know, they beat us down.  But the troopers, one of them shot, they shot Jimmie Lee Jackson.  And I heard later, of course, that's neither here nor there.  I mean, if he did, if-- see, it seemed like a trooper hit his-- if a trooper didn't, a policeman did hit his grandfather, slapped his grandfather, whatever.  And then I think he attempted to-- they said-- and some people said he did not strike the policeman.  Some say he did not.  So I don't know how, but whatever happened, it wasn't enough for them to shoot him unarmed, and he died of this wound.

[19:06]  

And that-- it was a trying time for us at that time, because I never shall forget, it was just so much happening, because the troopers, they would come and maybe they would come, they would be in Dallas County, they would come unexpectedly and just be on the highway.  Seems like just, you know, to watch and observe the highway from Marion to Selma, because one of the times they ran John Lewis down and beat him and they were after C.T. Vivian-- you know C.T. Vivian? 

[19:56]  

Q:  We're going to see him tomorrow. 

A:  Really?  He's a great man. 

Q:  We're going to interview him tomorrow. 

[20:02]  

A:  Fine person.  My very close friend.  C.T. Vivian and my brother-- my brother Dr. Jackson, and they helped to hide C.T. out, you know, because they followed him home here to Selma too.  C.T. will tell you all about that.

But anyway, it was just at that period, you know, all of this was happening.  So then, right after then, they said Bevel was the first to say let's walk to Montgomery to see the governor and tell him we want the right to vote.  And then James Orange, a very, very close friend of mine and a very, very close friend to people, said that a lady named-- he said Ms. Foster mentioned.  I said, now, I know he didn't.  And he said named Mary Foster.  I said, this was a lady that I didn't know.  I think she lived in Marion.  She also mentioned something about a walk.

[21:20]  

So, whatever.  I doesn't matter who said it first, but we did attempt the walk and we--

Q:  Recall that day for us.  Recall Bloody Sunday for us. 

A:  Bloody Sunday?  Yes.  We were orientated by-- oh, his name is on my jacket.  But anyway, he's-- we were orientated as to what is liable to happen.  Boldin(?), I think his last name is, Boldin, from Georgia.  And he said to us, "We understand that they have tear gas, and if they throw that tear gas on you, if you see it coming, close your eyes just as tight as you can, and if you can-- any way you can avoid it."  Said, "Do it but don't open your eyes.  If you have-- which all of us had-- packs and things, put that up on your face plus your eyes being closed. Don't try to say nothing or don't try to fuss.  Just don't say nothing, just try to protect yourself.  We don't know whether it's true or not, but that's what we hear.  We also hear that they have horses they going to ride."  

[23:02]  

And of course all of that was true, because all I could hear, you see, when they--

Q:  Where were you walking in the column?  Where were you in the column when you marched across the bridge? 

[23:17]  

A:  I call it right up front, because Boynton and I-- I have a picture here somewhere.  We were between the-- we were the-- between the fifth and the seventh.  We were walking in two's.  Up front, we were right up front.  Because when they said, see, we were about, as I say, fifth or sixth or seventh in line from the front.  John Lewis and Hosea were leading the line.  Albert Turner and somebody else was walking with Albert Turner.

[23:51]  

Oh, Boynton and I really had-- we were third and Boldin moved us back.  I shall never forget that.  He came up and he-- Ms. Foster, Ms. Boynton, just a little bit further back, just about two or three people.  

Q:  Ms. Boynton was your partner? 

A:  Yes, she was my partner.  She was my partner.   And, but when they ordered us to disperse, gave us so many minutes-- John Lewis knows those minutes, because whenever he talked about it, he said just every word that he knows the what-you-call-it of the troopers-- was he the captain of it?  

[24:29]  

Q:  Major Cloud.

A:  Lieutenant.  Major?  Oh. 

Q:  Major Cloud.

[24:33]  

A:  Yeah, yeah, that's right. And he gave us so many minutes, and of course we stood there, and boy, they came at us and you know, that wasn't a pretty sight, to see them coming in to us.  Beating and knocking.  And so where they knocked me down, that's where I stayed.  My picture, I have Ebony there, that's my picture there, you see in the highway.  I had on a dark coat.  Amelia Boynton had on a light coat.  And of course they kept saying, "Get those two nigger women up.  I said, get those two nigger women up."  

[25:25]  

And he finally started saying, "Did you hear me say get those two damn nigger women up?"  He said, "Well I been talking to--"  and he certainly had, whoever it was, "Get up!  Get up!  You better get up.  If you don't get up, we're going to throw tear gas down!"  I wouldn’t move, I wouldn’t move.  Because I didn't know whether he was kick me if I moved or not.  I just wouldn’t move.  And he, "Don't you hear me talking to you?  Get up!"  And so when he said-- and every time they would prop-- you know, you could hear the hooves of the horses, he'd come right on up on the horse, say, "Get those two nigger women up."  And he was talking about Boynton and me.

[26:17]  

So he said, "I done told her.  I done begged her.  I done begged her.  She won't get up."  And so sure enough, they came with the tear gas and popped the cans, you could hear the popping of the cans and smelling it.  And I did what what-you-call-em told me to do, Bolin told me to do, and I never felt any of it in my eye.  But there was one time I turned over-- I didn't get up, I turned over, kept my eyes closed.

[26:53]  

Then they would not let-- there were people from everywhere.  We had a doctor.  I was looking at his card here of two months ago.  He was a Jew from New York.  He drove his van down.  And he was trying to get across after they saw, you know, our friends backed down, you know, wasn't on the bridge, because there were so many hundreds of people that hadn't even gotten to the bridge.  You know, the line was so long.  

But there were people just like-- oh, I almost called his name-- that had this van, and others that had cars.  They were down at the foot of the bridge, jut parked, you know.  So after they saw what happened and then they tried to get over, you know, to see how we were doing and pick us up and see what they could do to help us, and they wouldn't let them in the beginning. 

[27:58]  

And it just so happened that Dr. Davers (?), I think, he got to me and he said, oh, he said, Ms. Foster, boy, and he was cursing.  He called them damn-- I don't know what he didn't call.  "You know they wouldn’t let us after they done beat the hell out of y'all over here, did you like that and wouldn't let us come through?"  And he's telling me what he told them.  He said, and he wasn't the only one.  There were some more of them that got rough, used profanity with them.  But they did finally stand back and let them come over, and they did come over to rescue us. 

[28:44]  

So they put Amelia and she wanted to go to the hospital.  I didn't want to go.  I told them, take me to the church.  But when I got to the church, it was there for a while, I started shivering and something happened to me.  They saw, you know, that I needed to go to the hospital, so they did take me to the hospital later. 

But at the church, what really upset me so, you know, I could hear them out there, and they were saying, "Oh, oh my goodness, look"-- Say, "They beating those poor people, they beating those old people on the porches.  They breaking the lights."  And said Jim Clark's possemen.  And it was.  And say, "Oh look, I believe Jim Clark and Mr. Baker gonna fight.

[29:32]  

Mr. Baker was the Safety Commissioner, and he didn't think-- he had a different personality from Jim Clark.  And they didn't get along at all. 

Q:  So they were about ready to have a fight? 

A:  Yeah.  And they said, "Look, I believe they're going to fight."  And they said, "Look, those men--" talking about the black men, said, "They gonna get their guns."  And of course if it hadn't had been Andrew Young and some more other-- Hosea.  

[30:03]  

You know, you can push anybody in the corner too far, and that's what the black men, when they start slapping and beating those old people and running them in the house too, and shooting the light bulbs out and breaking the light bulb, just any mean thing that they could do to them.  And you know, it would have been a riot.  And that was what Dr. King did not want, that's what Dr. King made an appeal and begged us, you know, to abide by the nonviolent philosophy, follow that philosophy, and I obeyed him.  Because temperament runs in my family.  Nevertheless, I've always been able to control my temper.  But I've always been very tenacious about my beliefs.  If I believe I'm right about a thing, I would fight about it, you know?  But I really didn't, you know, have that urge, and I really didn't do it. I didn't do it. 

[31:18]  

Anyway, so the riot would have given them such an advantage over us because they would have-- first thing, they would have gone for-- it would have been the leaders.  And that's what they wanted to do, start shooting and killing.  Because they, I'm sure they had said, we kill out one or two of that, we'll scare the rest of them, and that would turn them back.  See, they would turn back.  But we didn't give them that chance, and I never saw it coming so close to giving them that chance no more than-- 

And one day, we were at the courthouse, and thank God Dr. King was with us that day.  I believe it was on a Monday.   And I was standing about as close to the line as my blinds there, I guess, and that was that long line, and I'm just standing there and some more people that was standing there, you know, was already registered.  But these people in line, they were in line to get registered.  [laughs]  That little chuckle, I couldn't help it, I'm just thinking before I speak.

[32:44]  

This lady, her name was Ms. Annie Cooper, and I don't know if anybody told you about Ms. Cooper, but Ms. Annie Cooper, she was-- Ms. Annie Cooper was one of the persons that walked off of this nursing home.  This nursing home, oh, they were just treating their employees like they treat people in slavery.

Q:  A nursing home is still there. 

A:  Yes. Don's (?) Rest Home.  And they did-- if they didn't strike Ms. Cooper, they struck Ms. Cooper's very close friend.  I can't remember right now which one it was, but they walked off the job and 20 women came with them, walked off.  All right, this very Ms. Cooper, ain't nobody in here got any hands as large as that lady.  I didn't really realize how large her hands was until after this happened.  And she got thick hands.  

[33:55]  

Jim Clark, he walking up and down the line.  In other words, it's just like he telling us how they treat us sitting round this table to get registered to vote.  Ms. Cooper and them, you know, they just in a friendly conversation.  Because I'm looking, I just happen to be looking right in that direction.  He walks behind her and-- see, I can't get up on account of my ...(inaudible).  But he grabbed her back of her neck like that, and Ms. Cooper had full eyes, and Ms. Cooper just start turning just like this, with her eyes just like she was speaking with him, and I know what Ms. Cooper was saying.  Like she said, "Who in the hell is this got the nerve to hit me?"  

[34:51]  

And when she turned round and looked in Jim Clark's face, oh boy, she took-- she just backed like this, and just from one hand to the other, and she was just beating him terribly.  He really couldn’t have even stood up-- that Jim Clark was a tall, stout man, too-- under those blows Ms. Cooper was giving him.  But his possemen rushed up there to his aid, oh I guess five or six of them.  And it took that many to get Ms. Cooper off him, and they could not put the handcuffs on that lady-- she was so strong-- without throwing her to the ground.  

[35:41]  

But when they threw her to the ground, wrestling with her to put the handcuffs on her, that's when the black men, you know, some of them started walking up, some of them looked like they started walking away, some of them started putting their hands in their pockets, some of them walking away looking like to go get something.  Now you see, that would have been a terrible ride that day when Dr. King was there.  It almost-- something almost went through me then but I, like I said, just like when Jesus was on the ship and when everybody was asleep, you know, and they-- Jesus was awakened by his disciples, told them, "Oh yee of little faith," you know, and he just spoke and the sea was calm?  That’s just the way that scene was with Dr. King.

[36:31]  

He walked out, he rushed out, and he saw these men rising up and walking toward the policemens and he walked, you know, and he told them, "Please don't, please don't.  I'm just as upset and angry as you are.  We all feel the same.  But that's what they want you to do.  That's what they've been wanting.  That's what they've been waiting for and that's what they want, so they can start shooting and killing all of us."  

[37:05]  

They obeyed him.  They obeyed Dr. King.  But they was just as hurt as I was, because I just couldn’t continue to look at it, you know, them doing it.  But they finally got her, they got her in the car.  And we got--

Q:  Ms. Cooper still alive? 

[37:22]  

A:  Oh yes, Ms. Cooper is still alive.  Ms. Cooper lives in East Selma and she has a very bad case of arthritis.  But the other day Ms. Cooper was at the store-- I haven't had a chance to call her and tell her this.  And so I didn't recognize her because she didn't have her cane, and I just wasn't thinking.  I'm always running, running in such a hurry anyway, I don't pay people too much attention.  But whenever I'm out, somebody always, "Hey, Ms. Foster," "Ms. Foster, hey," you know, because so many people know me because I've worked with the people and I've taken up time with them and listened to their stories and did what I could to help them.  And so I just-- they walk up and, "Ms. Foster, I know you don't remember me," I said, "But darling, yes I do, your face but not your name."  You know, and it's true, I do remember their faces.

[38:20]  

But Ms. Cooper is still alive and she was out of jail that night we got her out, and she-- I mean, she stood it.  It wasn't-- I don't know nothing about them beating Ms. Cooper.  Ms. Cooper came to the mass meeting that night.  But since then it seems like-- 

[38:45]  

But I don't care, you going to hear many stories about the Selma movement, but I have always-- you know, not that I've never told a lie, I don't say I'm like George Washington, never told a lie.  But I believe I'd rather tell the truth anytime.  So what I have said is the truth, so far as I know.  I don't exaggerate to, you know, to build up nothing.  

Q:  You said you went to Good Samaritan.

[39:22]  

A:  Oh yes, they carried me to Good Samaritan.  And I think they gave me a shot, they did.  And I stayed there for a while.  Because I told the doctors, soon as he think that I could leave, because they mentioned-- I said, "Well how long am I going to be here?"  So they said, "Ms. Foster, we really had to bring you here.  You just-- you shaking, so you need to come.  You need to come."  I said, "Well, okay."  "They really should have brought you over here in the beginning."  I told them, I said, "Well, they would have but I told them not to, to take me to the church.  They did what I asked them to do."  And I said, "Well as soon as I can, I would like to go home."  They said, "Well okay."  I think my brother came and got me, carried me home.   

[40:12]  

And the next-- wait a minute, the next day was Monday.  Well, Boynton was able-- she came to the house, asking me to come go with her to shop in Montgomery.  I said, "Baby, I'm too sore, uh-huh, I can hardly get out this bed."  I said, "But I'm going to get up, I'm going to get out," I said, "But I'm terribly sore, swollen too."  I said, "I'm swollen."  I said, "You not swollen?"  She said no.  I said, "Well I'm just swollen all, both of my knees, swollen badly." 

[40:40]  

So I heard that Monday that Dr. King was coming that Tuesday to lead us back across the bridge.  So whenever you hear that your mind plays a part in your sickness in you getting well or how you feel, you can better believe that, because just when they told me Dr. King was coming to lead us back across the bridge, I said, "Uh-huh, I got to go back.  I got to go back."  Boynton didn't march back, but I--

So one of our lawyers, Peter Hall (?), and he was a friend of ours too, and he was in Birmingham but he was in Selma.  That's where he lived, Birmingham, but he was here very often, sometimes every day.  And my brother asked him to talk with me.  My sister cried.  She said, "Marie, please don't, please don't go back.  You're not able.  How you going to walk anywhere with your knees swollen like that?"  I said, "Oh, I'll get along."

[41:56]  

And I had an old fur stole that has just about worn out.  I cut it up and made pads for my knee.  And by the way, I have the holes-- I still have the holes.  Somebody came here from California, they made this appointment with me, but it was over a year old.  And I was on television.  I wasn't in all the states; he told me what states I would be in.  But I had-- you know, I had the shoes that I wore out walking the 50 miles and with the mud on them and everything, a dress that I wore, because five days, you know, in the tents sleeping, and of course I told them I didn't even-- they said, "Well, how did you bath?"  I said, "I didn't need a bath."  And they said, "Well, Marie, I don't believe you."  I said, "Well it's the honest god truth.  I don't know what happened but I didn’t have an odor."  Maybe I was so used to it I didn't realize it. 

[42:59]  

Q:  ...(inaudible)

[43:01]  

A:  But anyway, I made up these pads for my knees and I certainly did walk back that Tuesday with Dr. King, and they had the press conference at my brother's home on Laftner Street (?), and I didn't know until later that ...(inaudible) Washington was at that press conference, the President had sent him, making an appeal begging Dr. King not to take us back across that bridge.  But he told them he was sorry, you know, but he had to do it, he was going to do it.

[43:44]  

Then at the last minute they enjoined him, federally, and he still didn't obey.  He walked back across that bridge, he and Abernathy, leading us, and I'm hobbling along three with them, and he carried us beyond where we were beaten.  And he said, "We will kneel and pray, and everybody that can, get on their knees."  I was even able to get on my knees with my knees padded with this fur.  My people cried that time, and oh, Peter Hall went back and told them.  "I couldn’t do nothing with your sister, your sister ain't got good sense."  Peter Hall is passed on now.  He was a great lawyer, a great man.  He was from Birmingham.

So that was on Tuesday.  By the way, can you imagine a person who was able to mobilize or recruit, whichever is correct to say, the people that Dr. King did?  We were beaten that Sunday and he got on his phone-- SCLC called him to let him know what happened.  He got on his phone and we had people in race, I believe, we were equally divided.  It was many whites that came to his aid as blacks.  

[45:34]  

Ministers-- that's when they beat Reverend John Reeb, the Klansmen, because they ate in a black café.  And the others ran and could get away.  He tried to get away from them but he couldn't.  And they beat him and he died of that beating, beat him unconscious.  He never regained consciousness.  He had a family, he was from Boston.

[46:12]  

So white and black suffered, sacrificed and died.  And you know Mrs. Viola Liuzzo.  You know what she was doing.  That was after I had made the walk.  It rained on us about every day. 

Q:  Would you describe the walk?  You were one of the two ladies that made the whole walk. 

A:  Made the whole walk. 

END OF #513

BEGINNING OF #514

[00:06]  

Q:  Now you're going to relive this day, these five days that you walked.

A:  Five days that we walked.  It rained on us just about every day but Dr. King had people hired.  This money came to Dr. King, he used it and it really, it was very, very expensive.  That walk was very expensive, because our tents would be taken up and moved to our next stopping place so when we get there, our tents would be there.  And it was muddy, by being rainy.  I don't think it missed a day raining.  If it did, it wasn't but one.  And even if the sun would come out in the afternoon, it would rain in the morning.  And if it wouldn’t rain in the morning, then it would rain in the afternoon.  So I think the Lord was really trying our souls.

[01:05]
But we would-- we had these sleeping bags and of course you could feel the dampness, but we were protected.  Now I tell you, I would rub alcohol.  That's when I found out alcohol was such a good rubbing medicine or whatever-- it's not medicine but I mean, it's good to rub with.  I would pray just about all night, I would rub with that alcohol and pray, asking God to give me the strength to be ready to go the next morning.  And every morning I was ready to go.  

[01:50]
All right.  One day-- but when I would get to the tent, the men would be there and they would pick me up and take me in the tent.  One day I was picked up and my shoes dropped off, the mud was so deep.  At least when I picked up, it pulled my feet out of the shoes.  And oh, the photographers came from everywhere.  But nobody has ever sent me that picture.  I have never seen it anywhere but I sure would like to see it.  

[02:33]  

And John Doar-- different people, would join us, you know, at different points.  And John Doar, he walked with us just about most every day.  Rockefeller sent a delegation and Raglan(?) was in congress now, he was one Rockefeller's delegates.  And Rockefeller's first cousin, his named slipped me, but he wrote a brochure, a letter-- began with A.  Aldrich.  Aldrich.  They were first cousins on the mother's side.  And he was a member of that delegation.  

And of course when they left, they had to see, you know, they were traveling by plane.  They had to leave before we could really gather at the capitol on that last day.  See, we were entertained that night by Hollywood and then the next morning we were supposed to walk, you know, from Saint Jude School, that's where we were, to the capitol.  And the plane was leaving at a certain time and they had to leave us, and they came to some of the leaders-- I was one-- and kissed us, you know, goodbye.  And you should have seen the expression reaction of some of the faces of some of the whites that was standing by, as surprise.  But they had to go.

[04:47]
And of course George Wallace was not there to meet us, no, but Dr. King, he gave his speech on the steps.  And of course we sang songs-- oh, by the way, it was a white woman, her son and daughter.  I don't think her daughter walked all the way.  Now, I believe she would have been one that would have walked all the way without a rest ride, but that lady was in her early 70s then and I don't understand, she is still living-- see, she'd be way up in her 90s-- in Georgia.  She was from Georgia.  Her son was totally blind.  I don't know whether her son is still living, but when I walked behind Dr. King's procession, he's deaf, and he heard my voice--

[05:56]  

Q:  His son did. 

A:  His son did, and you know this was in Atlanta because ...(inaudible) he said-- he's a blind fellow.  And they said, "You know who that is?"  He said, "Yes I know, and I don't want anybody to tell me. Just give me a little chance.  Just give me a little chance.  Because I know this voice.  I know this voice.  Just wait, just wait." 

[06:18]  

So after a while he came out with it.  He said, "That's Ms. Foster from Selma."  And I just hugged him and we walked-- oh, and they got our picture because it was on television when I got back here.  They said, "We saw you walking and it looked like this fellow was blind that you was with."  I said, "He was, he was, but that was Dr. King's procession."

[06:42]  

But he walked, and his mother, that's what, his mother, she collapsed one of the days, and they had to pick her up, and that's what I meant by I believe if it hadn't been for that episode, that mishap, she would have walked all the way without a rest ride, like Ciola and myself.  

Of course, now there was some other, there was some men that walked all the way, but I said female from Dallas County.  And it was some young men, they were oh, some like 16 and 17 boys, you know?  I don't know where they are today. I wish I did.  I know where one is here, he's a judge, and that's Judge Nathaniel Walker.  He's a judge.  He was a Selmian.  He walked all the way.  

[07:40]  

But this lady, do you know she was ready to walk that next morning? 

Q:  The 70-year-old lady? 

[07:50]
A:  Uh-huh.  I think she was 72 or 73.  One day I was very, very tired that day and Andrew Young, he could tell it.  So he came to me, he scared me when he walked up and put his arm around me suddenly and said, "Ms. Foster, you see that car right there?"  I said, "Yes, I see it."  "I'm going to take you and put you in that car."  I said, "No you're not, and take your hand off me," shook just like that.  "Let me alone."  I said, "The only way-- now I'm not saying don't put me in a car, but the only way you put me in there if the same thing happened--" oh Lord, I can't think of her name, but I knew her name then, whatever it was-- "yesterday.  If that happens to me, then you can put me in the car.  Other than that, just leave me alone." And he walked away and shook his head like that. 

So I made it, I made it.  

[08:53]  

Q:  I believe you said you still have the clothes and whatever you carried with you.

A:  Oh, yes I do. 

Q:  Can you describe it to us? 

A:  It would be a little better if I'd show them to you, I reckon, but no, I can't get up. They were-- oh, they muddy.  You know, they muddy.  The mud is still on them.  And that coat that I had that I carried that coat with me, but the coat that I was wearing when they beat us down, Bloody Sunday, I had that coat with me.  Because you know, we had cars was carrying our luggage.

[09:35]  

And by the way, let me say this.  When we were going into Saint Jude that last day, you would have thought the clouds-- it was raining so hard-- had burst with water, and that rain was just coming down, I could just see Dr. King, because they were still signing.  And at times, I just had to stop singing and make motion with my mouth.  I was so tired.  Montgomery is hilly.  See, it's a hilly place.  See, when you had to climb those hills, it really took your strength. And that's when we were going in to Saint Jude, when it was raining like that.  

[10:25]  

It was raining so hard, people that even had umbrellas, they closed them.  My clothes were soaking to my back. And when I began to check for my pack, the vehicle that was carrying my pack had broken down, and my clothes dried on my body.  So you know it would have to be a god.  God just took care of me.  I think I have some arthritis now.  You know that's in the rheumatic family and they say cold will give it to you.

Anyway, I thought I would share that experience with you. 

[11:06]  

Q:  You said they took-- constructed tents every day and you arrived in the evening, the tents were pitched.  How about your eating on the route?  How did they feed you? 

A:  Oh, they fed us.  That's another thing.  And you'd be surprised at the food that-- now the food that was furnished by SCLC, you know, sandwiches, drinks, but Kentucky Fried Chicken and churches, sometimes when we would stop to eat, we would have hot chicken from places like that.

[11:50]  

Q:  Did they serve you cafeteria style when you stopped to eat ...(inaudible)? 

A:  Oh, sometimes it would be cafeteria.  Sometimes it would be in boxes.  I mean, it was sometimes like that simultaneously, at the same time.  Maybe a person would pick up the box and then there would be some people over there at a table or somewhere, you could come by more like cafeteria style, as you would say, and get what you wanted, or what you thought you could eat.

[12:24]  

Q:  When the march was over, Dr. King spoke and the tragedy took place with Ms. Luizzo, how did you get back?  ...(inaudible)

A:  This friend, Amelia Boynton-- have you talked with her? 

Q:  We're going to talk to her next week.

[12:43]  

A:  Oh.  She didn't take the walk.  She came to the tent, to the tents one of the nights, and somebody told me that she was out there.  No, they just said I had a caller.  I didn't know who it was.  And the men had been coming, the doctors had been coming around rubbing us.  And I was really-- I really thought that's who it was, because so many of the doctors, medical doctors that you know, when you in medical school, if you're studying dentistry, for two years you have-- you study the medicine and the dentists, they studied together, see.  So those medical men that knew my brother, some of them told us that Dr. Jackson's sister is with them.  And so they would come in asking, "Where is Dr. Jackson's sister?"  

[13:36]  

So when I came back to Selma I told some of my friends, I said, oh that was one time I was proud of my brother.  You know, I used to work for him and it ain't so good working for your people sometimes, they take so much for granted.  Oh, this is... [laughs]  But anyway, you know, we love each over very, very much.  But you know, I said, "That's one time I felt proud of my brother."  I said, "Because his colleagues sure did take care of rubbing me and helping me."  

So Amelia, oh she came that night and she stayed with me until-- you know, she stayed the rest of the night.  And boy, she said, "How in the world do y'all stand this?  I'm cold, I'm cold."  She just kept complaining.  I said, "Well--" I was rubbing so much alcohol.  I said, "Well, honey rub like I do and then you won't keep cold."  Anyway, she walked with us until about noon the next day and she told me she had to go to a meeting.  

[14:48]  

But this-- now, we were at Saint Jude and Amelia had a sister-in-law that lived in Montgomery, and we used to stop at this sister-in-law's home and eat when we would go to these state meetings, and I knew her well, the sister-in-law.  And Amelia came to us, you know, we was at Saint Jude's then, in the tent, and she said, "I want you to go take a good bath and go to Annie's, she's going to fix dinner for you," and so and so and so.  I won't go through all that.  I thought, I said, "Amelia, I know I'm here, this dress done just about dried on me and I could eat some good food, her good food, anybody's good food."  I said, "But I've come this far with my people and I just can't leave them."  So I didn't go.  

[15:51]  

But that next-- she waited.  She stayed over in Montgomery.  I know why I thought to tell you about that.  So then she was going to bring me back, you know, from the walk.  As I tell people, you know, we walk there but you know, we weren't going to walk back.  And we got with Dick Gregory, because Dick Gregory and his wife, they stayed at Amelia's house at one time.  Dick Gregory was a great supporter of the Selma movement.  He is still a great civil rights activist and supporter of whatever, of SCLC and any other organization.

[16:40]  

And so we went to some cafes, and I was about the color of I don't know what, because it rained every day.  I was about the color of this thing here almost.  Some of my close friends didn't even know me when I was out standing around for the being entertained by the Hollywood crowd.  But anyway, we came back because I was saying, "I'm going out, people don't even know," but they'd say, "All right, be proud, though, be proud."  I said, "I look so bad, my hair all rumpled and everything."  

[17:19]  

When we were coming on back and we got to this area there, it was still policemens there where she had been murdered.  We didn't even know it.  See, we didn't even know it.  We said, "What is all this?  I wonder what happened here."  Said, "We don't know."  We didn't have the radio on or nothing.  And we had a white person in the car with us too.  I can't even remember who it was.  But so when we got there-- and so Boynton started slowing down.  And so somebody said, "Don't slow down 'cuz you know some of them so mean and we got this white person in here."  And this white person said, "Well I don't want to get y'all in any trouble," you know, like that.  But they stopped, they kind of just stopped us anyway when we got there and said, just tell us to move on, because it seemed like they saw, you know, we would go try to park or stop or something, to move on.  So we moved on.  

[18:21]  

And as we got on down the road, the highway, we thought about turning the radio on in the car.  And later on, you know, it was announced on the radio.  Boy that was really heart-sickening.  We were really hurt and grieved that she had been murdered.  They shot her, thought they had killed Morton, Leroy Morton, because he fell to the floor.  But he said he stayed there, he didn't move, kind of like I was when I was beaten down.  And when he did, when things felt quiet, he peeped up and they were gone.  That's when he checked and Ms. What-ya-call-em was dead and he thought she was.  But he got out the car.  

[19:22]  

And people, you know, coming along, and this very Ciola Miller(?) that walked with me and we stayed together, walked all the way with our ride.  When they flagged down a truck, she was on this truck with some people, to tell them what had happened.  And then they got the news out and the policemens and blah, blah.  But it was very sad, sad.  That lady, I think she had five children.

[19:57]  

Q:  Had you met her? 

A:  Yes.  I had met her.  But I wasn't working as closely with her.  By my account of being in that leadership capacity, we had to be moving round, moving round.  But Ciola had really just been thrown with her quite a bit.  Ciola Miller, the lady that--

Q:  You walked with? 

[20:21]  

A:  Yes. 

Q:  Now, ...(inaudible) a long time here.  We have some specifics.  Would you give your own assessment of how everybody-- we want it in your words-- everybody knows what a great change the movement and the Selma march and resultant Voting Rights Act had for America and black people, for all of America.  Can you just give us your assessment in your words of the importance of the movement, the registration act and the Selma march, in your words? 

[21:01]  

A:  Well, in my words-- just let me back up and say this very quickly, something I left out that I think is important.  The lady from London, white, that slept with us, slept with us at Saint Judge that last night, at Saint Jude, and she had her face cream, she had her negligee, and just things that she would use just like in her bedroom to go to bed.  But she got out on, what-you-call-em, just like-- what you call the things that we sleep on?  I mean, the--

[21:55]  

Q:  Cot? 

A:  No, it wasn't a cot.  The folding, the sleeping-- bags.  Sleeping bag, sleeping bag, you know, just like we did.  But, oh, I just had to put that little-- that input was just to let you know people around the world was interested and they showed it.  It just wasn't rhetoric, it was an action.

Now what I-- the Civil Rights Act, the Voting Rights Act, it has meant a lot, it has meant a lot to the people that were deprived of voting.  The Civil Rights Act, whether you realize it or not, there were white people that, you know, that suffered and that wasn't comfortable with how black people had to live and how they were treated, because it made an impact on them, it affected their way of life.  They couldn't come out and truthfully be themselves, because I found it was so many that felt they would be ostracized, and so they really didn't have the moral courage to stand up and be counted.  But after the Civil Rights Bill was passed, it seemed more of them felt like they had the freedom to come forth and be themselves.  

[23:49]  

And it seems like that it did make the federal government, it brought the federal government to the-- brought their attention to what was really happening in some parts of the world with human beings. Even if we were in a black race, we were of a black race, we were human beings, and we were due the same respect, and the government should be as responsible for us as the government would be for any other human being.  And that helped in a way, such as the affirmative action and law, a program, or whatever.  

[24:54]  

And we have had many benefits.  We have had many people that were deprived of having the right to vote, to get registered and vote, but it's still so much still need to be done.  And I would say in this way, there are still so many people that maybe they changed on the outside but they didn't change from within. And it seems as if it's those people that's really trying to turn the clock back now, take us back.  I guess that sounds incredible, but it's true.  It is just so many instances that I could talk about but we don't have the time, that would really make you know why I feel this way.  

[26:27]  

Take, for instance, this registration and voting, what I just devoted my life to in a way.  I've just been dedicated and committed. I've dedicated myself and committed myself to it.  Now, and I have experienced it all along, that they want you to vote, they say they want you to vote, but in reality if it's any time that they can use a barrier or a hurdle, hurdle or obstacles to keep you from it, they'll do it, under the cover.  

[27:20]  

I'm on the Board of Registrars and I have a problem, I'm having a problem with-- it's three members on the board of Registrars in all the counties, and for so long there were not a black on any board in any county.  And the problem that I had here very recently, having right now, two of the members-- well, there's three of us.  I wasn't even considered a board member in this way.  The decisions and the policies supposed to be made by all three of us.  The chairman wasn't supposed to have any more authority or power than the other two members.  But they would vote my ideas or any of my suggestions that they thought it shouldn't be, seemed like if it would accommodate blacks too much, they would vote against it. 

[28:43]  

Q:  It would be two to one. 

A:  That's right. And then the chairman really, she had the nerve to even say one day, well, because-- and that went on, then she would just come and announce-- you know, I know she would have already talked it over with the other member.  Her name is Marie too.  She's a Marie Major and I'm a Marie Foster.  And she would already know about it, but when she announced it to me I'm sure Major already knew about it.  

[29:15]  

And so if-- so she had the nerve to tell me one day.  So it was something that I wanted them to vote for and they voted against it, and it was something concerning a black person. And so I said to them, I said, well you know, in a way, I said, "I'm not included at times and I'm not considered a board member seemingly, the way I'm treated at times, I said, but give me that privilege, you know, for you to vote no."

[30:00]    

So then one day she got mad with me by some, I don't know, but she said that, "Well it won't make no difference because you know, it's going to be voted down."  I said, "Oh yes, I know, but you don't need to brag about it."   But anyway, we were supposed-- they're Republicans, both of them are Republicans.  

We-- oh, we were asked to purge the voters list, and of course of the deceased and the people who had moved away, and that was a county program.  I think it was all over, I don't know, but I know it was for all the South, Deep South.  And the chairman, her name is Debbie Barnes, her plan-- all of us, we came up with our plan, and her plan, I didn't vote, I didn't agree.  Marie Major did.  I said, "Well I wouldn’t mind using the plan if we would  have a different strategy to, procedure or whatever, or system, to do it, to implement the plan."  I said, "Should be done in sequence, just use some alphabets of some of the people's names."  

[31:47]  

In other words, she wanted the people to come and fill out this update form, but she wanted-- and we had around 40,000 people on the books as being registered.  I said, "Now, what we gonna do with all these people coming at the same time?  We can't handle it.  We don't have the resources."  And I says, "I'm afraid, I mean, it just ain't going to work."  And of course I wrote Mr. John Tanner(?) to explain, and I told him why I drew my-- I signed this, but-- I signed for it but I drew my name through it and I wrote to explain why.

[32:39]  

But you take, for instance, I think-- now, if we hadn't had a president-- and it all-- it's coming from the White House.  The cutbacks, this high job unemployment, and it's three or four times higher with blacks than it is whites.  Mr. Reagan really set us back those eight years that he was in there, that he was in office.  We will feel that for a long, long time.

Q:  It boils down to lots of progress but then it's kind of come to a halt. 

[33:30]  

A:  That's right. 

Q:  Now we're working on the historic trail-- and then I've got a couple of specifics after that.  Working on the historic trail to commemorate this great event.  Now, if you were laying out the picking sites-- Now remember the Park Service and the trail are site-specific.  Now would you give us your evaluation of what you consider are the most important sites associated with the movement in Selma, Dallas County and the march to Montgomery.  If you can go through those, give us what you think are the most important sites associated with the movement in Dallas and Selma and the march, and identify them for us and why you think they are.

[34:24]  

A:  Well, essentially the churches really-- they have been a rock.  I don't know what we would have done had not it been for the church, that we have just had to depend on the church for our meetings, we had to depend on the church to get our messages to one another, and this communication is very, very important.  

Q:  Could you evaluate the churches in their importance vis-à-vis Brown, Tabernacle?  And would you list them in their relative importance, most important, the next, and the next. 

[35:06]  

A:  Well I'll have to, well, say the church where the very first mass meeting was held, Tabernacle Baptist Church.

Q:  That's what we want you to say that about each of the churches, why they were important. 

[35:19]  

A:  And the next, I would say Brown's Chapel.  And First Baptist.  Brown's Chapel Church and First Baptist Church.  And I tell you, the Catholics, it was a man by the name of Mr.-- my goodness, I was looking at it the other day.  I should never--

Q:  ...(inaudible)

A:  Isn't that awful?  I hope I don't forget my name one day.  But Father Willette(?), Father Willette, Father Willette.  You know, I don't-- that's not my faith and I don't know how to describe it, but the one that's over, just like the Bishop for the Methodist, so I don't know what you would call the one in authority for the Catholic--

[36:27]  

Q:  Archbishop.  Cardinal, Archbishop. 

A:  Well do you know he had to leave Selma?  As liberal as the Catholics are, he had to leave Selma on account of the stand that he took with us.  Jim Clark, he put this challenge out at us that we-- at one mass meeting we had, if we had another one, we were going to jail, because we were in the church dancing.  Father Willette was with us, and that's what upset Jim Clark.  Father Willette was the only white that just came out in the open and stood with us as a support for our movement. And of course we had-- it wasn't a movement then but it did develop into a movement.

[37:33]  

And we met to make a decision as to what we were going to do about that, you know, this threat that he would put us in jail.  Well, if he would lock us up and lock the leaders up, you're just wondering, you know, that wouldn’t be good.  We met, we decided we will continue the mass meetings and let Father Willette continue to come because we communicated with the people and asked them, when he come to take us to jail, would they all consent to go to jail, and they said they would.  

[38:21]  

So I don't know, the message must have got back to Jim Clark that we decided that, unless he was bluffing, but either way it was one or the other.  Father Willette came right on back, we had the mass meeting and we didn't go to jail.  So I didn't want to leave that out. 

Q:  We've got the churches.  What other sites? 

[38:52]  

A:  The other sites.  Well you know what?  The site where we had so many problems and the courthouse, whether it would-- you would classify it as negative or positive. 

Q:  We're not going to make it positive.  We're going on how important they are. 

A:  I think that's an important site, because one day our children slipped off, because we warned them to never go to that courthouse without an adult chaperone, and they slipped away from us.  And Jim Clark took them on a forced march, used cattle prods, what he used in my back when I went to jail, when he pushed me off the steps.  Second day of February, 1965, that happened that day, date, for me.

[40:11]  

But he, his possemens drilled those children, compelled them to go across the river, and he carried them-- I don't know how far he didn't take them.  And when they would holler, say they were tired, yes, no, they said he would say, "You've got to march.  You've been wanting to march, now march."  And so when the young girls started just falling down so tired and said they would stick their-- you know, singe their hair with the cow prods. And they had some boys along there, I think around 14 or 15, 16, not many of them, but just a few of them, but they just got tired and just stood up and acted like little men, said they wasn't going any further.  

[41:00]  

Well you see, I know Jim Clark's posseman, you know, he had told them, you know, nevertheless, they didn't have any training.  They were just roughnecks that he just went out in the country somewhere and got just anybody who said that they would beat black folks.  And he would-- and then he'd swear them in.  

[41:26]  

So after these little boys said they wasn't going any further, and then they turned them around and brought them back.  See, we didn't know anything about it until they got back to town.  And I declare, I couldn’t fight the tears back that day.  That was sad, because those little kids, oh, they looked terrible.  You know, they went against our rule, but still, you know, just how bad we felt. 

Q:  Now we got churches and the courthouse. 

A:  The courthouse, all right.  And oh boy, these streets that we walked, there where Reverend Reeb was beaten in that ally, I just wish I could put a monument there or something, could one day-- beg your pardon? 

[42:23]  

Q:  Jimmy's Café?  Where he was beaten in Jimmy's Café? 

A:  No, not Jimmy's.  That was a black café.  That's why they were beaten, because they ate in this black café.  I don't reckon I finished.  Eddie Ferguson (?).  And that was near the ally.  That was on Washington Street, that ally between-- it was between Alabama and Selma on Washington.  That's a historical site, very important site.  

And do you have in mind any buildings or anything that you--

[43:14]  

Q:  Buildings, well of course, the courthouse is a building ...(inaudible).  Yes.  Just whatever stands out in your mind. 

A:  Well you see, I really haven't had time to think about that question, because I'm sure after you gone I'll be thinking about maybe someplace.

__:  We can leave you our address and then if you think of some things you can write them down and send them to us. 

[43:40]  

Q:  Okay, as you think of other sites, send them to ...(inaudible).

A:  Oh, oh.  Good Samaritan Hospital.  Good Samaritan Hospital, where I went. And had not it been for that hospital, many, many poor people would have suffered not just that day or at that time but at all times.  They bent over backward to, you know, help the poor.

Q:  And of course you have the bridge and the site of the--

[44:28]  

A:  Yeah, oh the bridge, oh yes.  That's understood, I think, the bridge.  Yes, the bridge.  And that route that we used from Brown's Chapel.  I named Brown's Chapel to you, didn't I?  First Baptist.  Claren(?) Church on Green Street, because  we could have mass meeting there.  We were having mass meeting there before we had it-- because when we asked for Brown's Chapel, we were turned away.  But Mr. Moss(?) and some more of the members, they went to the minister and they got together there, and of course they changed, they said we could come.

[45:31]  

Q:  Then you said-- where was Amelia's insurance, where you had the first meeting ?

A:  Oh, that place where we had--

Q:  Had the CCC meeting. 

A:  --the citizenship class that I conducted on Franklin Street, upstairs.  Oh my god, how could I forget?  

[45:55]  

Q:  Is that the building that burned? 

A:  No, the building that burned was the building that I worked in and I was working there when that building burned out.  Sure was.  My brother, I was working for my brother. 

Q:  Whereabouts on Franklin Street? 

A:  It's right in that block, right in that block.

[46:16]  

Q:  It still stands? 

A:  The building was burned to the ground. 

Q:  The one where you would have the citizens-- where you had your first--

[46:23]  

A:  No, where I had the citizenship class, those steps, they still there, up there.  That's where this WTQX.

Q:  Is located there? 

A:  Yes.  That's where we had the citizenship class.  But now, you take for instance the building that was burned to the ground.  We were upstairs, our office, that's where we worked.  That was our office.  The ground floor, Mr. Boynton, that's where we had this meeting.  We had this meeting on the ground floor there on the 23rd day of January, 1963 when we made this decision to have the, you know, the citizenship class, when I called and asked Boynton to--

[47:25]  

Q:  The decision was made and then the class was held in the insurance? 

A:  Yeah.  That's right, that's where the classes was held.  You know, up in the next steps where this insurance office, Boynton worked for these people.  She worked for this insurance.  That was to protect it (?).

Q:  Can you identify the original eight members of the CCC?

A:  Yeah.

END OF #514

BEGINNING OF #515

[00:10]  

Q:  The book prepared by Senator and Mrs. Sanders, the 25th anniversary?

A:  Yes, yes, that--

Q:  We have a copy of that book. 

[00:19]  

A:  You have a copy of that book? 

Q:  Yes, ma'am.  Not here, but in our office in Atlanta. 

A:  There are some things I wrote that I didn't put my name by it, but my name is by one, one article in there, about-- yes.  And his picture.  Oh, you want the names? 

Q:  We have a list of those at our office in Atlanta. 

[00:43]  

A:  Oh you do? 

Q:  Yes ma'am. 

A:  Okay, okay. 

Q:  Another specific question. Were you at the protest by the Reverend Elwinger and the Concerned White Citizens of Alabama? 

[00:57]  

__:  He was the Lutheran minister--

A:  Oh, Reverend Elwinger.  I have been in many meetings with him.  He used to meet with us.  But now this particular meeting you're talking about I don't know.  You know, that's been a pretty good while and I've been in so many meetings.  But was this a special meeting? 

Q:  It was the one that was at the courthouse where they read the petition.

[01:37]  

A:  What was pertaining to this petition?  

Q:  Well it was something to do with the fact that White Citizens of Alabama support the cause of blacks getting registered to vote.  And they were jeered by the whites in the crowd and they began signing "Dixie" and--

A:  I never would have thought of that if you hadn't mentioned it.  And people from different places came, really did.  And most of them were white.  They were white.  See, they were friends and acquaintances of Mr. Elwinger, and he brought them here, you know, so the whites around here just could kind of come to themselves and just feel like-- really just stop and think of just what they were doing isolating themselves or discriminating themselves against us and how there were other whites, you know, there were other whites that didn’t feel that way.  And that was the reason he-- that program-- he worked up that program.  Reverend Elwinger.  I think he's passed on.

[03:18]  

Q:  I don't know. 

A:  Oh, I didn't know whether you had heard it. 

Q:  Were there many other whites like Reverend Elwinger? 

[03:26]  

A:  I'm glad you reminded me, because you know I said Father Willette.  But now, I mean, you know, just to get out there, you know, and demonstrate with us, you know, and come to the mass meetings and sing with us, "We Shall Overcome."  I'm trying to think, did we know Reverend Elwinger?  Because during those days when we was having those mass meetings, I just can't remember him being in any of the mass meetings.  But you know, we were out there struggling and working and fighting before we started the mass meetings, you know.  And that was before movement.  See, that--

[04:18]  

Q:  Were there any white members of the Voters League? 

A:  No.  And by the way, have you heard about the White Citizens' Council? 

Q:  Yes. 

[04:33]  

A:  They organized.  That organization was organized, you know, to kind of match or counteract what we were doing, and to show us you know, I reckon that they were going to stick together and fight what we were fighting for.  So it's a lot of them joined the White Citizens' Council.  It's a lot of them joined the White Citizens' Council that we were surprised, you know, just a little surprised, kind of disappointed.  You know, that didn't help things.  That didn’t help the relationship.  

And it's just like now, the mayor is always hollering about the relationship and the image, but we are not causing that as much as the mayor is causing it.  Because the mayor deep down in his heart, I do believe it's deep down in his heart, and then sometimes I wonder how could he think that the Sanders are so much anti of black people progressing.  It just sound like a crazy person talking, really.  You know?  Person has got to be really weak.  I mean, if they really believe that.  I wonder is it that deep-- you know, that he really believe as much as those people have sacrificed and struggled. And see, that's a younger generation, you know, from the generation that was fighting back there in the '60s.  

[06:37]  

And the mayor, you know, to act sane ...(inaudible) you would expect-- you don't expect younger people to react like, you know, older people.  I mean, the Bible tells you that, you know, they'll get weaker and wiser.  The young people will be weaker but they'll be wiser.   They'll be wiser and they'll be weaker.  But he-- and they are my very close friends.  They are my friends because I was so glad they came along, because you know, people seem like they have-- they were tired, and well sure, we were tired, but you just can't give up the fight because you're tired, if you're out there fighting for something. 

[07:47]  

And they came along and just picked up things and tried to get the place moving again, and they have done a great job with the younger people.  And you can see, and I saw it, I had a premonition, of these gangs and guns and drugs that's so rampant now.  That didn’t just start yesterday, last week or last month or last year.  See, that's been building up in these young people.  Oh, it's wrong.  Very, very much wrong, because that's not the answer.  That's not the answer to nothing but destruction.  But that's the way they feel.  And people are going to retaliate.  I don't care who they are.  They're going to retaliate.  You know that yourself.  Things go wrong and you don't forget it. Try to get back.

[09:00]  

Q:  Well we've taken up about three hours of your time and you've been very, very kind to us, sharing your recollections.  And I guess would like to get a picture of you in your vest that you wore that day, which is really significant, both because you're one of the two ladies that marched the whole way in Dallas County and has collected all the signatures, and I think something that people interested in Selma to Montgomery march would--

[09:37]  

A:  You know, I was appointed Deputy Registrar.  They fired all the Deputy Registrars, focusing on getting rid of me.  And they did. 

Q:  All of them got fired to try to get to you? 

[09:56]  

A:  They did, all of us was fired.  And about the next two weeks, they were all reinstated but me.  And well Perry, Perry Varner, but they did that for a point.  So you know, you know what that was for.  Perry is an attorney.  You heard of Perry, I know.  He's a commissioner.

END OF INTERVIEW

