Patricia Godwin:  I’m sorry.  Uhm.. But this just showed me that how much people loves General Forrest.  And our contributions, our monetary contributions.  One man, and get this, sent to a person whom he has never seen yet, a check for $1,000.  And I looked at it, and I thought, I wonder if it’s good.  And uhm.. and, of course, it was.  But uhm.. and that man had been instrumental in his home town in- in Alabama I- I later found out in uhm.. financing.  Uh.. He owns an engineering company, and uhm.. financing a wonderful uh.. memorial to all wars in his uhm.. in his home town at- at City Hall.  It’s a wonderful monument.  And uh.. anyway, so uh.. from the contributions that came from as far as Miami, uh.. Hollywood, Florida, to New York City, Los Angeles, California, up and down the East Coast, and a number of states in between, you would not believe the- the outpouring love that people expressed in letters, along with their check.  Thank you for, you know, putting this monument up uh.. to General Forrest, because, you know, and- and e- every, virtually every letter said to the greatest military genius that ever lived.  And- and that’s what this monument was about.  His military prowess.  His military genius, and his accomplishments.  All of those battles that are listed on that monument uhm.. that’s what this monument was about.  It was not to offend anyone, because there’s nowhere in our history, no monument, or any symbol, that should be offensive to anyone, because our monuments and our symbols are not representative of an oppressive government, or- or- or slavery, or uh.. any kind of oppression.  The oppression came from Lincoln and his government.  And the tyranny came from Lincoln and his government.  And uh.. but the love that was poured out and mainly through these people’s trust in me.  A person whom they did not know.  And many I have not met yet.  But still correspond by way of email or- or a snail mail letter, or by the phone.  I just had a phone call yesterday, two and a half hours, from a fella in uh.. Co- in Connecticut.  And just a few weeks ago, uh.. uh.. we have a- a mini must that is an exact replica of the life size monument in uh.. the life-size bust in a cemetery.  And Paula Spaulding uh.. designed it. It’s 11-3/4 inches tall, and it’s 10-1/2 inches uh.. across the chest, from shoulder point to shoulder point.  It’s a hand polished uh.. bonded bronze, and it uh.. weights about 16 pounds.  And it’s wonderful.  Uh.. Just about two weeks ago I shipped one of those uh.. little mini busts of General Forrest to a fellow in West Orange, New Jersey.  And he’s a detective in New York City.  And uh.. so, and this was a part of our fund-raising effort to uh.. fund our defense fund, our lawsuit, because then on uhm.. May 17th, our federal lawsuit was filed in Mobile, in Southern District against the City of Selma and the mayor.  Uh.. Judge Brevard Hand was our- our federal judge, and uh.. from that point.  And we announced it on the Federal Court steps on the 18th of May, 2001.  And our attorney was with us.  And uhm.. Charles Yow [ph?], from uh.. his bo- his offices in Boston, uh.. and his home is in Mississippi.  And then our Alabama lawyer is Thomas McCalpine [ph?] in Mobile.  Uh.. We filed the lawsuit, and then in June of uh.. 2001, there was oral argument with both the plaintiff attorneys and the defendant attorneys, which was uh.. Gamble and Chittum, Bill Gamble and- and Valerie Chittum, our local scalawag law firm, of which the City of Selma on num- on numerous occasions already before the Forrest monument situation, the City of Selma employs and pays a salary in excess of $50,000 to Jimmy Nunn, the city attorney.  The full time city attorney, who holds an office at City Hall.  Mayor Snutherland never had a full time attorney on staff with an office there at City Hall.  He retained Henry Pitt, as the- the city attorney, whenever the need be to have an attorney.  $50,000 lawyer that could not even represent the City against the Friends of Forrest.  So the City of Selma hires Gamble, Gamble, Calaine [ph?] and Chittum, as their representatives.  And they have hired them on numerous other occasions to represent the City in other lawsuits.   That has cost the City many thousand dollars already since Mayor Perkins took office.  So obviously Jimmy Nunn is not capable.  He’s inept to uh.. to handle this case.  But Valerie Chittum and Bill Gamble were the representing attorneys for the City.  And we had oral argument on June 25th, 2001.  And just a few days thereafter, after oral argument, Brevard Hand issued the order that we would be allowed into Federal Court.  We would be going to court July the 7th, 2003.  And uh.. uh.. we ha- and by virtue of the 14th Amendment, is that not ironic.  Equal protection of the law.  The 14th Amendment.  Well, so the months then- everybody started preparing their case.  And uh.. and then uh.. you know, we got affidavits from numerous people in town uh.. about- even from the talk show host that, for example, you know, to say that the- that the general population of Selma uh.. you know, was in agreement, you know, with uh.. with our monument, you know.  That they didn’t have a problem with it.  It wasn’t the City of Selma.  The people of Selma did not have a problem with this monument.  It was Rose Sanders demanding that this Mayor move this monument.  She was- wasn’t gonna have it any other way.  And there are so many other details to tell about this.  It’s a very, very long story.  Uhm.. He attempted to move the monument down here to the battlefield site.  Well, it’s on a flood plain down there.  And there’s no lighting.  It’s not developed.  And it rose up in growth uh.. all during the year until time to uh.. to uh.. prepare it for the Battle of Selma re-enactment.  So we met with the City- with- with the- with uh.. Mayor Perkins one night after the City Council meeting, till after midnight, and he said that he was gonna have the- he would have the monument moved down there and develop a park.  And it’s on a flood plain.  And we also discovered through uh.. the City records, that- that the City doesn’t even own all of that property.  They only own just a- just a- and- and we designated- we showed uhm.. what little bit of property that they actually own.  Lay Hogg, with Hogg Engineering, owns the majority of that- of that property down there.  So he didn’t even really have the authority to move the monument down there.  And he will- he wanted to put it on this flood plain with-  The City of Selma has known to go under water, you know, for- we did twice in a decade, in the ‘90s decade, and uh.. had a flood.  But you see, down there the monument would not be protected, and it would be uh.. vulnerable to every sledge hammer that wanted to hit it. And we knew that.  So that was another one of his attempts.  And so he said that he would move in dirt.  You know, he was gonna bring in truck loads of dirt and develop a monument park, a memorial park down there.  And I thought, well, Bill Rambo will just have a fit when he hears about this, because Perkins was saying he wanted to have more monuments raised down there, and- and so I- I sent Bill an email, and I said, well, looks like you’re gonna be tip toeing through the monuments down here during the Battle of Selma.  And he was, you know, he was not happy with this.  And so, but we knew what the motive was.  He wanted to move it down there to a- to an area that would lead it to be destroyed.  And uhm.. uh.. So ultimately, you know, it was moved to the cemetery.  And uh.. but I asked this Mayor that night, I said, “you mean to tell me that you will spend tens of thousands of tax payers dollars developing a park down here.  Moving dirt in, landscaping all of this, and raise monuments.  There are- that’s going to cost an astronomical amount of money.  When the monument is already at its appropriate place.  Its- its appropriate setting and its already developed.  It’s already- it- it was a- it served as a field hospital during the War Between the States.  It’s already developed.  And you’re willing to spend tax dollars developing this?”  And this was his re- this was his reply.  “And he said it twice.  “You bet your sweet bippy I am.”  So I thought that was most indignant.  


Q:  Well, the whole story just reminds me of how intractable so that I don’t see a way out.  Just so that we keep going, I’d love- I wanted to give you a chance to tell the truth about the trail.  Could I shift you over to that story?


Patricia Godwin:  Yeah.


Q:  And how’s everybody doing?  


Patricia Godwin:  Could we- before that, could we end where the lawsuit is.


Q:  Sure.


Patricia Godwin:  The lawsuit has uh.. has- federally has come to an end.  Recently, on March the 30th of this year, uhm.. uh.. brought me back up to- we were supposed to have gone- gone to court July 7th, 2003, but in the meantime, in 2003, in May, we were mandated to come to Mobile for a settlement hearing.  Well, our terms of settlement and the City’s terms of settlement were too far apart, so the judge uh.. the magistrate judge, said we were too far apart.  It’s fruitless to come here.  So we didn’t go.  And in the meantime, though, the uh.. a few- a short time after that, uhm.. there was a rescheduling of our uh.. lawsuit, slated for January, 2004.  But that we would make another attempt towards settlement in November of 2003.  November 12th to be exact.  Well then, uh.. we though, well, we’re just sitting here in limbo, you know, waiting.  And in the meantime, on August the 17th, or 7- or 18th, I got a telephone call at about 8:30 that night, and it was Benny Austin, a fellow member of the Friends of Forrest, said uh.. where’s our lawyers, because uh.. Alan Recountie [ph?] with the Times Journal has just called me and said that the- that the judge has dismissed our case.  And I said, what?  Dismissed our case.  They dismissed the federal county uhm.. our- our discrimination count, complaint uh.. which Judge Hand had initially allowed into court on the 14th Amendment.  And so our question is, why did he let us go all these months, and spend all this money, and all this anguish, uh.. allow us into court based on the 14th Amendment, and then dismiss it uh.. with prejudice.  But then allowed the three state counts to remain, without prejudice, being defamation of character, uh.. breach of contract, and conversion of property.  So those counts remain and can be appealed in state court as we speak.  The statutes have not run yet.  Have not run out.  So, then the- and let me say this.  The hundred- over a hundred and fifty-eight motions have been filed in this lawsuit.  Uh.. The uh.. the- the opposing attorneys have- have bilked the City out of $200,000.  Uh.. And they filed a motion for the Friends of Forrest to pay the attorney cost and fees for the City.  Well, then that was denied.  Then they filed an appeal, and the appeal uh..  They filed a motion for the- for the costs and fees to be filed under seal, because they did not want with an election year coming up this year, they did not want the City of Selma, the people of Selma, to know how much money that- that this Mayor, and this City Council was willing to spend to deny the City of Selma her history and her heritage and her culture.  And Valerie Chittum set out with a vengeance to win this case.  And so she filed a motion for this- for these costs and fees to be under seal.  And that was denied.  Then they filed another motion uh.. and- and the court mandated that they file their cost and fees, and they never did that.  They were- and they had a deadline.  They asked for- for an extension of uh.. and their deadline was November the 10th, uh.. 2003, and they did not meet that deadline.  So they were in contempt of court.  But nothing was every done about it or uhm..  But then, of course, uh.. after that, uh.. we- we made some kind of an attempt towards settlement.  Uhm.. To appeal to uh.. the City through their attorneys and uh.. but they offered a settlement that was totally unacceptable to us.  And uh.. so we would not sign.  And then on March the 30th of this year, the judge ruled that the Friends of Forrest would not have to pay the City’s cost and fees.  And that we pay ours, and the City would pay theirs, which their bill is in the ballpark of more than $200,000.  And so then, he would- he gave them 13 days to file an appeal and which she waited until the 13th day to file her appeal, her motion for uh.. Defendant’s Motion for Reconsideration, asking the judge to reconsider his- his denial.  And they were given that reconsideration on the 13th, but on the 15th of April, denied again.  So he reconsidered it and said, no, I’m not gonna reconsider my own decision.  The decision stands.  You’re denied cost and fees to be paid by the Friends of Forrest.  So we considered that a victory within itself, that this federal judge ruled that the City of Selma would have to pay the cost and fees of their war against Selma’ uh.. history and heri- heritage and culture.  And the Friends of Forrest, we have paid our attorney fees.  And, of course, as I said, and Valerie Chittum said- stated this in the newspaper, that there were still uh.. the opportunity exists for uh.. for an appeal to be filed in state court, and at the same time, she said, but we won.  And I’d like to ask her, what did you win?  You know, you have children, Miss Chittum.  What did you win?  These children were born in Selma.  What did you win?  Did you fight to deny your own children their own southern heritage?  Their own southern history in this southern historic town in which they were born in?  Is that what you won, Miss Chittum?  And that’s what I would like to ask her.  Uh.. And so that’s where we are with our- with our lawsuit.  And the General remains in the cemetery, uh.. inappropriately.  I’ve been over there before.  There was a couple from Great Britain here, and they thought it was his grave.  And uh.. It’s misleading to tourists who come here, who think that he’s buried there.  He’s not buried there.  He’s buried in Memphis, Tennessee in Forrest Park, of which the NAACP is waging war against- against the City of- of Memphis wanting uh.. Forrest Park to be renamed and General Forrest and his wife’s remains, which are under that magnificent equestrian statue, uh.. they want their remains exhumed and moved to another location and the park renamed.  This is a battle Memphis goes through every year virtually with the NAACP.  Uhm.. But- but that’s where we are with our- with our lawsuit.  And- and we’re constantly uhm.. constantly going over to the- to the cemetery, as I was the day I met you uh.. checking on the General, and- and I see so many people from so many cities uh.. in Alabama and from out of state, and then I’ve become an ambassador to the cemetery, and I take them around and show them the other prominent Confederates who are buried there, of which Commander Catesby Jones uh.. is buried there also, and he was the commander of the uh.. of our naval ironworks, uh.. at the time of the war when Wilson came down.  When we talked about that a little while ago, I failed to mention that, uh.. that uh.. uh.. Commander Catesby Jones.  And he was the commander of the uh.. the Battle of the Ironclad’s, after the- the uh.. the commissioned uh.. officer of- of the uh.. Virginia uh.. had been wounded and then, of course, Commander Jones had to take his place in this battle between the Monitor and the Virginia.  Uhm.. And some people say it’s the Merrimack, but it was converted to the Virginia as uh.. the C.S.S. Virginia.  And- and Commander Jones’ family, his direct descendants, still live here in his home.  And uhm.. so uh.. our town is de- very deep in history with- with the direct descendants of those people who- who were here during the Battle of Selma, uhm.. uh..  There are so many stories to tell about- about those families and- and those families who still remain here, those descendants.  And they are wonderful stories, and truthful stories, as they are story of historical fact.  uhm.. of the atrocities that General Wilson committed against the City of Selma by turning his men loose for 24 hours to do whatever they wanted to in this town.  And uhm.. But uh.. I will not give up in trying to uh.. establish the southern people, our uh.. our rights in our place in- in American society.  Because this war happened and it was a pivotal moment in American history.  And probably the most important uhm.. to define us as a southern people and, as I say, and many- many times when I’m asked to uh.. address a group to speak, uhm.. our southern culture is a culture that is envied by the world, and we owe no apology to anyone for anything and we have a lot to live up to.  And we have absolutely nothing to live down.  But- so that’s my- that’s my heartfelt story on our s-


Q:  Well, it’s obviously heartfelt, and I feel so kind of torn myself personally. I kind of see both points of view and I just wonder if you see a day when maybe we can all be celebrating these different heritages.  It sounds like intolerance is a pretty strong factor here in Selma.  


Patricia Godwin:  The only history- the only history now it seems to be uh.. uh.. considered here in Selma, is the civil rights movement.  And there was a time in Selma when the people were willing to tell the truth about what happened here.  But as the years have gone by, 40 years, uh.. have clouded uh.. a lot of peoples’- and I want to say clouded- I say maybe eased their pain of- of what the people of Selma endured here during that time of the demonstrations and uh.. the political struggle and uh.. and the unrest.  And the violence.  Uh.. But what that- what is happening today in memorializing this event, this event took place No. 1, uhm.. because Selma, Alabama, Gate Elice [ph?] wrote this, that- that author.  Martin Luther King had to find a city that gave him- that offered the most resistance.  Birmingham had Bull Connor, and Selma had Jim Clark.  And that was the resistance that he had to have to uh.. make his movement look like the righteous movement.  And so they got the resistance that they were looking for, the provoked resistance.  The first attempt to go across the bridge was without a parade permit.  We had to have a parade permit to have our parade for tolerance.  And that law was in existence in 1965.  And uh.. if you want to get in the streets, out of the- or a major highway, you’d better have a parade permit and an escort.  Uhm.. So that was the first attempt at resistance.  And they got what they were looking for.  They got the media coverage.  And then, of course, they got the attention of uh.. of the Washington politicians.  And uh.. so they took their little children and subjected them to risk, to danger, uh.. and started this trek to Montgomery.  And between here and Montgomery, is what I call the mother of all orgies.  And in picture, and in word, it’s depicted.  This was written in 1965, cost $1.  I bought one just like this at Selma Stationery this summer of ’65.  Uhm.. There’s another publication about Viola Liuzzo’s uhm.. death uh.. that was written in 1965, that’s the truth.  And then also there’s another publication that was written in 1965 by the Selma, Dallas County Chamber of Commerce.  And that was a time when people were willing to tell the truth about this- about this uh.. march that took place between Selma and Montgomery.  And it’s documented in these- in these books and uh.. from what I understand in talking with a man who’s uh.. who’s now just- well, actually two men, uh.. who are deceased now.  One who was a State Trooper here during the time uhm.. that uh.. these people who came from out of town and out of state, they came here.  They were paid to come here.  They were told that they would have all the sex, all the liquor, and all the inter-racial relationships that they could stand.  And uh.. and they came here.  Viola Liuzzo, a mother of five little children, she was 27 or 28 years old.  Left her children in Michigan and came down here.  She had already been kicked off the voting roles in Michigan, because she- she wouldn’t vote, and so she just, you know, never voted in Michigan.  So they, you know, her name was ta- was stricken from the roles.  And then she- she finds it necessary to leave her little children, her five little children, to come to Selma, Alabama, to ensure voters’ rights?  Is that not ironic?  It’s a little bit contradictory, don’t you think?  Uh.. That uh.. somebody would travel that far, you know, and uh.. and even subject herself to a- a dangerous environment, to a volatile environment and because that’s no question.  It was a vola- it was a volatile environment.  And uh.. uh.. so this was nothing but just the mother of all orgies.  And each one of these little points of uh.. stops that they made, they partied.  They partied and they partied and they partied.  And that’s what Viola Liuzzo was doing.  She was transporting people back and forth, back and forth, to tent city there at Lansbaugh [ph?], where there’s going to be a $5.2 million building built there, uh.. informational uh.. exhibit building.  And uh.. and then, of course, her monument uhm..  Course she’s not buried there.  It’s just a monument, you know, in uh.. in her memory.  And I’m not gonna say in honor, because she was not an honorable person, she was- she was just a hard core prostitute.  And uhm.. uh.. that does not validate or justify her murder.  No way, in this conversation, please don’t ever uh.. misconstrue that I would ever condone uh.. an act- a violent act against here, but she was here for the wrong reasons.  And- and she was wrong in being here, because she didn’t even exercise her own voting right in Michigan.  Uhm.. I couldn’t even vote at the time.  I was 16.  So I wasn’t old enough to vote.  Uhm.. But- and that’s what Dr. Lee Warner wants to do, is memorialize this time in history that was- and- and, of course, it has its place in history.  I’m not denying that at all.  It does have its place in history, and- and- and it has a very uh.. profound place in history, especially here in Selma, Alabama.  Little Rock, Arkansas uh.. I keep we- we’ve stolen their thunder.  Uhm.. But Selma and Birmingham were the two focal cities of uh.. of a very volatile situation.  And uhm.. so now, and across this country, as you travel from state to state and city to city, you see street renamed, buildings renamed, schools renamed, all- all varieties of edifices being renamed, named and renamed, for Martin Luther King.  There’s already a- a- a wonderful monument to him over there in Montgomery.  Uhm.. There’s Martin Luther King Expressway in Montgomery.  We have Martin Luther King Street here in Selma.  Uh.. There’s Martin Luther King Street up in little bitty Aliceville, Alabama.  Little bitty town up there in uh.. northwest Alabama, just a little, teeny, tiny little town.  So from the smallest little community, to a larger, metropolis, cities have Martin Luther King street, avenue, boulevard, expressway.  Well, and even uh.. there is, or was, plans to have a monument built on Monument Mall for him in Washington, D.C., between Jefferson- Thomas Jefferson, being a slave holder, and Lincoln, being the uh.. slave emancipator, of which that’s a farce within itself, because uh.. his Emancipation Proclamation was not worth the paper it was written on.  He uh.. freed slaves that were uh.. not even in his jurisdiction, and then he didn’t free the sla- the slaves that were held in the north, he only supposedly freed the slaves in the south.  And he didn’t have jurisdiction in the south.  We were an independent nation.  President Davis was our president, not Lincoln.  So the Emancipation Proclamation is nothing more than just a poem that uh.. he has received such accolades, and it’s helped to uh.. brainwash our children in the government schools uh.. for generations now, for decades.  And uh.. so- but I understand that- and I’ve read this in the newspaper that uh.. the King Foundation, Coretta and her- her- and her son, they are saying now that Martin Luther King’s name is not a part of public domain.  They want to be paid for the use of his name.  So, I think that monument is on hold for awhile, anyway, because he was supposed to have been placed in between Thomas Jefferson and uh.. and Lincoln, and the Lincoln Memorial.  So I don’t know if that’s gonna spin off again and, you know, and get wheels going to get it erected or not.  Uhm.. But I do know that- that the uh.. King family, they’re saying now that they need to be paid for the use of his name.  But now we have Dr. Lee Warner, a carpet bagger, has come to Alabama, as the executive director of the Alabama Historic Commission.  And he said on television that an event has happened in his lifetime that he is going to see uh.. within his power, that it is going to be memorialized a- as much as it possibly can.  And with uh.. federal tax dollars and with state tax dollars.  And so that means this is a national effort.  This means that your tax dollars, those folks up in Michigan, in Montana, and North Dakota, their tax dollars are being used to memorialize the mother of all orgies that was led by a man who was a womanizer.  His own first lieutenant, Dr. Ralph Abernathy, in his book, The Walls Came Tumbling Down, he validates what Martin Luther King was doing in Memphis the night before he was killed.  That he was- he had three confrontations with uh.. three white prostitutes, one of them being a combatant confrontation.  Uhm.. He was a plagiarizer.  That’s a thief.  He plagiarized his doctorial thesis.  And uh.. and the university, the College of which he- he plagiarized said, well- and they even admitted and it’s within our documents uhm.. that they knew that he had plagiarized this doctorial thesis, but there really wasn’t any point in revoking it, in revoking his PhD uh.. because it seemed like the wheels were turning that- that uh.. Martin Luther King was going to be uh.. just short of a God in this country.  And uh.. and then, of course, he was a communist, a professed communist uh.. with pictures of him attending the Highland Folk School, in a little town in Tennessee, of which Rosa Parks also uh.. attended this school.  And uh.. and she, too, is another contention with me.  Uh.. I believe that that was also orchestrated.  Uh.. All of a sudden that white man has just disappeared into obscurity.  We don’t even know who he was, or where he is.  Does he still live?  Was he a Montgomerian?  You know, but I think it was all orchestrated uh.. for her to be sitting there that particular time on the bus, and he demand that she give up her seat.  And, of course, that kicked off the Montgomery City bus boycott.  So these acts of resistance had to happen in order for them to get the national exposure that they needed uhm..  So we have a man here who is revealed as a Christian, but he was a documented, professed communist, a plagiarizer, and a womanizer.  And now, our tax dollars in the millions, millions, and millions and millions of dollars, are going to uh.. to continue to memorialize this time in- in America’s history that is obviously already been memorialized enough.  Uh.. And I say when is enough enough uh.. when it comes to spending tax dollars, especially when our country is at war.  Gas is knock it up- I predict it’ll be $3.00 by July the 4th, a gallon.  Uh.. We’ve- we constantly hear about the deficit, the national debt.  And America needs to know how their tax dollars are being spent, you know, from the sex life of a tsetse fly to this.  Uhm.. It is an era and a time in America’s history that needs to be documented and- and, of course, uh.. it has its memorials.  It has its memorials.  But it has been at the expense of the American tax payer, not by private entities.  Yes, private entities have contributed also to it, uh.. like different corporations and such, and foundations.  Uhm.. No doubt.  But as I said before, our Confederate monuments that have been put across this country, the Confederate monument that is in Arlington Cemetery, the most magnificent monument you could ever see in your life, was designed and sculpted by Moses Ezekiel, a Jew.  Did you know that?  Well, you need to visit it up there in your territory.  Uhm.. But, and there’s a story on that monument.  The entire monument tells the story of the- of the Southern cause for liberty.  And uhm.. it is just a tremendous, magnificent monument, as most of them are across this country.  And they were built- they were- they were funded privately by people who had nothing.  Their husbands, their sons, their nephews, either came back with maybe no- no eyes, or maybe one eye, one arm, no arms, no legs, maybe one leg.  Or didn’t come back at all.  Uhm.. This ultimate sacrifice for liberty.  Uh.. And then through the worst time, called Reconstruction under such oppression of- of Benjamin Butler, in New Orleans, that based Butler, the- the terror that he waged on New Orleans, uhm.. if we could bring- if- if we could bring these men back to- to war trials, the war criminals we would have, Ben Butler, Phil Sheridan, uh.. William Tecumseh Sherman, Lincoln himself, Grant, James Harrison Wilson, who came here to Selma.  Uh.. These men, according to the rules of the Geneva Convention, these men would be war criminals today, if they could be brought back.  But for some reason or another, the politically correct uh.. winds that are blowing through this country, seem to think that it’s time, now, to memorialize these men who waged war on an innocent people, civilians, and right now, look what’s happening in Iraq.  And they don’t think about what kind of horrors were waged against the Southern people, and our civilians.  It’s- it’s- it’s mind boggling.  And 9/11, when I keep hearing people say uhm.. never has there ever been an act of such terrorism on American soil, oh, wrong.  Lincoln was our terrorist.  And did he wage terror on the South.  Lincoln was our mother of all terrorists.  And waged such atrocities.  A war of attrition.  My great, great grandfather ser- served time in Almara [ph?] in New York.  Uhm.. The people who died up there uh.. cause they were cold and hungry, and they had the food up there.  We didn’t have food down here.  They saw to it that they didn’t have food down here.  Uh.. So these are the things that- that- that these ladies, as in Raleigh, North Carolina, uh.. in April of 1867, 1866, under military rule, and the threat of a bayoneted musket, they were told, and the dripping April skies, and mud up to their ankles, that they would not proceed with a processional to the cemeteries with their flowers and their wreaths and their garlands, to lay these wreaths on the graves of the Confederate dead, and these valiant ladies, their courage was undaunted.  They marched anyway.  After forming their processional, in the square of Raleigh, North Carolina, and they went to the cemetery and they laid their wreaths and their garlands and flowers on the graves of their noble- of their noble and honorable Confederate dead.  And do you think there was one shot fired from those Yankee muskets?  Not one shot was fired.  Those men held those ladies up in such high esteem for their courage and their bravery under the threat that they would be fired upon if they marched.  And they marched anyway.  So these monuments were put up with egg money and butter money and any way that they could raise money in an honorable way, to raise the most magnificent monuments across this country.  And now these monuments are being attacked and brought down, and at the same time, our tax dollars mu- have to be used in the millions, the millions of dollars, to memorialize an event that was the most non-Christian event that has really set off this one-world order that we’re looking at today.  Because this politically correct atmosphere, political atmosphere that we’re living in today, uhm.. just like with uh..  Marshall law was declared here in Selma.  We had national guardsmen on every corner.  And one of the men- the man that I spoke with at one of the printing companies about this book, he looked through this book, and he said, there’s my daddy.  I said, wow.  Is that your daddy?  He said, yeah, that’s him.  Uh.. he- uhm.. he was a uh.. National Guardsman in Selma on the day of the march, on the day that they- they actually walked.  And he said, and- and, you know, the funny thing about it is that they didn’t even have loaded guns.  They were not given loaded guns.  Uhm.. So no matter what they do.  No matter what O.J. Simpson did, he’s free as a bird.  Uh.. Rodney King, the thug that he was, he’s free as a bird, because, for one thing, after Watts in 1965, I mean that burned all summer long.  I was in Virginia in the summer of ’65, uh.. uh.. and after June of ’65, and uh.. Watts burned all summer long, and- and I- I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that O.J. was left- wa- was set free simply because of what happened with Rodney King.  They were fearful then that- that all of Los Angeles, or the entire State of California, would be set ablaze.  Uhm.. So you see uhm.. those who preach tolerance the loudest are the least tolerant of us all.  Again, I have to repeat that, because that’s- that’s the case here.  And uh.. uh.. to me murder is a hate- for some, you know, murder is a hate crime.  Murder of anybody.  Murder, period, uh.. premeditated murder, uhm.. is a hate crime.  So why do we have to have hate cri- hate crime legislation that is going to uh.. uh.. be more or less like a speech police, or a thought police, and we’re headed toward that.  It just- it just really seems to be uhm.. a trend now. Uhm.. But I just am very, very resentful that tax dollars are used to build these extravagantly expensive memorials uh.. when, in our case, uh.. to honor and memorialize our Confederate dead, who fought for liberty, and were noble patriots.  Those monuments are being attacked today, and uh.. as I said, they- they monument at the Battery in Charleston, South Carolina, was spray painted with black paint.  Uh.. It says, “Kill Whitey.”  That was just recently during the Hunley uh.. internment.  General Lee’s magnificent monument there on Monument Boulevard, on his birthday this year, his birthday observance in January uh.. an- an obscenity on the- on three sides was- was written on that monument in black paint.  Uh.. In New Orleans, President Davis’ monument has been spray painted, another obscenity.  Uhm.. We’ve had- there was 22 schools renamed in New Orleans uh..  George Washing Middle School being the first one, because he was a slave holder, and he’s been named for a Dr. Drew- a- a modern time black doctor.  And then there are to follow 21 more schools, and one of which they found out that it was named for a free black who owned slaves.  So we are witnessing the renaming of- of- of buildings and schools and whatever streets that- that have already depicted a historical time in this country, so if there is a- uhm.. a street in a town that- that has a generic name, like uh.. uh.. Flower Street, or Tulip Street, or whatever, you know, rename that street for- for your civil rights champion.  Uh.. But don’t- don’t obliterate a historical figure who has already lived and- and made his mark in American history.  Don’t wipe him from the face of the earth just to replace him with another era of our history.  America’s big enough for all of our history to be documented and to be in public domain.  And without the fear of- of- of each era’s monuments and symbols and- and rituals and uhm.. homages to be attacked uhm.. viscously by one who might oppose, you know.  I don’t ask anyone to embrace my Confederate heritage.  Just be tolerant.  If I’m to be tolerant of- of a- of a time in history that my tax dollars are being spent to memorialize an event that uhm.. that, yes, opened doors uh.. and- and productive, positive uh.. doors for people.  Uh.. But at the same time, it’s wrong to memorialize a man who was so evil and there’s noth- there’s no other description of him, but that he was evil.  And- and I believe with uh.. every fiber in my being that he orchestrated his own death, because he had to be a martyr.  He had to die for his cause.  As he said, uh.. and as Andrew Young said in that interview with Modern Maturity Magazine, Martin Luther King said that if you were not willing to die for your cause, you were not fit to live.  So in this movement that began here, there had to be other martyrs.  Viola Liuzzo was a martyr.  Reverend James Reed was a martyr.  He was a Unitarian minister who came down here from Boston.  Uh.. And- and he was killed.  And there is a document, also, Ten Pertinent Questions Surrounding the Death of James Reed, uh.. that are very, very uh.. uh.. profound questions that uh.. were unanswered because this man had to be a martyr.  And there are- there are- they are very serious questions and- and uh.. and- and valid questions to ask.  Uh.. Why he was taken to Birmingham, when we had a very modern time- the most modern hospital here was Good Samaritan Hospital, and he was taken to an old, out-of-date infirmary.  And uh.. by the time he got to Birmingham, and when he was examined at the- at the infirmary, there was no evidence of uh.. of uh.. lacerations or- or a severe head injury.  But by the time he got to Birmingham uh.. being driven up there by the Civil Rights people, he was dead.  And uh.. so these are questions.  There’s ten pertinent questions surrounding the death of James Reed that uh.. uh.. that I think are very valid uh.. hat would lead one to believe that James Reed had to be a mar- had to be a martyr to keep the fires burning.  And that will bring us up to 1990, the 25th anniversary of the Bloody Sunday march.  Uh.. The powers that be here in Selma uh.. in the- in the Civil Rights movement, J. L. Chestnut and Hank- uh.. Rose Sanders, F.D. Race, they all- they didn’t want Ralph Abernathy here, because he had been a traitor to their cause.  He had written that book, The Walls Came Tumbling Down, and- and through that book their God, Martin Luther King, had fallen from grace, because Ralph Abernathy and being Martin Luther King’s right-hand lieutenant, would one question what he saw?  What he wrote in his book that he actually saw?  Uhm.. And so that book validates what I’m saying about Martin Luther King.  And uhm.. so there was just a big strike here, argument, you know, about Ralph Abernathy coming here.  And so uhm..   Then, of course, Joseph Lowry was here, and Coretta was here, and always Jessie Jackson, and uhm.. and so when they got- and I watched this on television, when they got over to- to Montgomery.  And by the way, every year when they have this- this community of marches, it’s- for years it dwindled down to just a handful of people.  There were more policemen here than there were marchers.  And, I mean, helicopters and- and county and city and state police.  And they even went down Highway 80 one year, clearing the- clearing the brush away from both sides of the road, you know, so that, you know, in fearful that somebody would be stupid enough, you know, to be hidden out in the brush, you know, to- to uh.. supposedly shoot someone.  Nobody would do that now.  And anyway uhm.. so when Joseph Lowry was over there at the Capital, and he was giving his speech, he told the  young people, he was speaking directly to the young people, the black young people there.  He said, you have become complacent.  You are complacent with your station in life.  You have taken for granted what your parents and your grandparents have- have gone through to get you where you are today.  To have opened the doors for you, for everything that you have.  All of the amenities that you have uhm.. you have taken that for granted.  And we must keep those controversial fires burning.  We have come a long way, but we have a long way to go yet.  So they had- so every amenity, every door, is open by way of the quota system, affirmative action, and I want- I want to tell you about a- and I wish I could remember his name.  I watched him on television.  He was speaking to the- to the Republican ladies in uh.. uh.. California.  It was either California or Colorado.  Uhm.. Black man.  Very well- very well educated.  Highly educated.  He said, affirmative action tells me I’m inferior.  I am not inferior.  I earned my grades.  I earned my acceptance into college.  I earned my PhD.  I am not inferior.  I did not go to school on affirmative action.  Affirmative action blatantly says one is inferior.  The quota system says that one is inferior.  One is being hired for a job simply for the color of his skin.  And Martin Luther King, himself, said, he had a dream that one day man would be judged by the content of his character, and not by the color of his skin.  So I highly admire that man that was speaking to the Republican ladies, saying that I am not inferior.  I did not go to school on affirmative action.  So you see, the Civil Rights movement has- has established affirmative action, has e- established the quota system in the workforce, and it has caused uh.. in- in many, many cases across this country, our product quality has- has plummeted.  Things just fall apart.  And you can’t fire somebody now because they are- they’re uh.. in- because they’re work is inferior.  Uh.. I’ve- I’ve experienced that in my workplace before.  Uhm..  A particular employee was uh.. uh.. found with drugs, and he was let go.  But he got his job back and uhm.. so these are the things that are wrong, that the Civil Rights movement opened the doors to.  And the s-


Q:  Do you see a day when all that history, you mentioned the four elements.  When each of those histories can be celebrated by all of us?  Or do you think this is going to end up in a kind of continuous clash?


Patricia Godwin:  I think if uh.. are you talking about just in Selma?


Q:  Well, let’s start at Selma.  


Patricia Godwin:  Uh.. If we had city leaders in office, that had the City of Selma, and the people of Selma, at their heart, yes.  But if we elect people who have their own personal, political agenda, for power, and to be oppressive, then, no.  I don’t see that.  Uhm.. And as with the monument, the k- the- now at the Bedford Forest monument, uh.. it was my most fervent prayer that through all of this, through the lawsuit, because to me, our lawsuit was a open and shut case.  I just don’t see how any judge could have seen the things.  And we sent the videos to the courts.  We sent the minutes of the uh.. City Council meeting.  We sent newspaper clippings that- that showed the attacks on these monuments, and Rose Sanders.  And it was evident, clear and evident, that he was the only one in her- just self-generated, concentrated little lunatic friends here, that they were the ones who demanded that this monument move.  Not the people of Selma.  Just- just Rose Sanders.  And uh.. as I said, she’s a terrorist.  And uh.. so when we have a mayor, if we ever have a mayor that’s not beholden to her, who does not have a political debt to pay to her, then- then maybe yes.  And uh.. and I don’t- I don’t see uh.. our history being uhm.. capitalized upon uhm.. to its ultimate degree.  There’s- Selma is a Williamsburg.  Uh.. Selma’s a Charleston.  Selma is a Memphis.  Uh.. Selma is a New Orleans.  It’s a Natchez. We have the most beautiful Azaleas you’ve ever seen in your life here.  I mean, just a stroll through both of our- through the Live Oak and New Live Oak is just- is just paradise.  And uh.. during the Spring to see it- the most beautiful uh.. Azaleas that you could see, except being at Bellingrath Gardens in Mobile.  Uhm.. But uhm.. as I said, we could uh.. we could promote our history and our heritage here, you know, uh.. both our 19th century and our 20th and 21st century history, uh.. at the same time.  Uh.. uh.. Things that I have in my mind uh.. as I said before, a carriage service here that people could take carriage rides uh.. to tour our town uhm.. by way of carriage.  And- and see the beautiful architecture that we have here, I think is uhm..  A riverboat would be wonderful to dock here in Selma, and have uh.. tours that go all the way down to Cahaba, and- and just a tour of Cahaba is a wonderful, wonderful experience.  That being the first capital of Alabama, short of St. Stephens, of course.  But that was when Alabama was a territory. Uhm..  But we have so much to offer here.  And if we had the right political leaders, if we had statesmen within our city, who cared about our city, and- and the portrait that is painted of our town across this country, and they cared about our reputation, and- and I- I told uhm.. Winton Blunt, the Third, when he was running for uh.. for governor, I asked him, what was his position on the Confederate Battle Flag flying on the- on the uh.. Statehouse dome.  And this is at a- an event in Greenville, Alabama that day, when he asked for questions, and of course I popped one up.  And uh.. uh.. the flag was taken down from the Statehouse dome for the wrong reasons.  Uh.. It was for a political agenda, and uh.. by ex-governor, and never-elected governor, Jim Folsom.  And uh.. so I asked Winton Blunt, uh.. the Third, how he felt about the Confederate fal- battle flag being back on the dome.  This is why they won’t let us have a referendum as- as Mississippi had a referendum, because they know, the politicians in this state and the legislature, they know that if the people were given the vote, that flag would fly on the dome tomorrow.  As soon as they could get a flag up there, it would fly.  And uh.. he said, no, he would not support the Confederate flag being back on the dome of the Alabama State Capitol, because it projected the wrong image for Alabama.  And I said, what’s an image?  And he said, well, it- it’s bad for uh.. luring industry into Sel- in- into Alabama.  We can’t- we can’t get industry to come to S- to come to Alabama.  And I said, well, now wait a minute.  I think I recall that the Alabama business cou- the cou- the Business Council of Alabama, putting out a little flyer, has a great big angry crocodile on it, and it says, Alabama is a dangerous place to do business.  And they listed one lawsuit, one frivolous lawsuit right after another of why it’s dangerous for industry to come to Alabama, because of the frivolous, exorbitant lawsuits uh.. uh.. awards that are awarded to people uh.. for total self irresponsibility.  And that’s what Guy Hunt fought for while he was in office as governor, was tort reform.  And Jim Folsom went in there, and stole the governor’s seat from Guy Hunt.  And then, of course, the investigation then began on- on Jim Folsom to find the improprieties that he had committed, uh.. during his 18 months.  He wasn’t patient enough to wait until Guy Hunt had served out his second term.  He was not even gonna be able to run again, but he- his political greed and Jimmy Evans, the attorney general at the time, uh.. they set out to get rid of Guy Hunt, and they did.  And then, of course, Jim Folsom, not a full week, by 7 times 24 hours, the first executive order that he issued as Governor of the State of Alabama, was to not hoist the Confederate battle flag back on the dome with the Alabama and U. S. flags, after its renovation had been completed.  And so he said that it was for the image of Alabama. That we were going forward.  It was time to look forward.  To go forward.  Winton Blunt, he gets sent to the- into the uh.. into the race for governor, the upcoming election.  And he tells me to my face that it’s bad for Alabama’s image.  And do you know what image is?  It’s what I said to uh.. Mr. Blunt.  Image is a façade.  It is what you’re campaign machine has designed.  They design an image in a political campaign figure.  And I am looking for a man of substance.  And you, sir, are not that man of substance.  And that’s what I told Winton Blunt, because the battle flag had no uh.. had no place in uh.. or reason for Alabama industry, I mean for industry not to come to Alabama.  The Mercedes company up in uh.. up near Tuscaloosa, uh.. I have a letter from uh.. uh.. a Linda Polemo [ph?]- I’m pronouncing her name wrong, because uh.. I can’t remember the exact spelling of it.  But she was written a letter by one of our people in South Carolina, and asked if the- in the decision-making to bring Mercedes to the State of Alabama, was the Confederate battle flag a consideration and a factor in coming to uh.. to Alabama.  If you’ll remember uh.. Tennessee and South Carolina were the other two states that were in contention of the Mercedes plant coming.  Well, she wrote back, and I have a copy of that letter.  And she said by no means was the Confederate battle flag ever a factor in uh.. in the decision-making of these high executives in the Mercedes corporation.  Uh.. Maybe you think they would consider.  They’re looking at- at the geography.  They’re looking at- at the- at the job pool.  They’re looking at- at a marketable product in this area.  They’re looking at all kinds of high-tech uh.. technology as to what is going to make their decision in bringing a plant here.  Is it going to be profitable, you know.  Uh.. So, no, she- she validated that in writing.  No, the Confederate battle flag had nothing to do with uh.. with the decision-making.  And so Winton Blunt was wrong in this uh.. in his contention that the battle flag was- was uh.. detrimental to drawing business to uh.. to Alabama.  And so, again, you know, an image is only a façade.  And it’s- it’s- it’s not the real person.  


Q:  Let me thank you for your candor.  Is there anything you’d like to add before we stop here? 


Patricia Godwin:  Uh.. If I may, if I could just list very quickly the- the entities that Dr. Lee Warner has purchased through federal and state dollars uh.. in memorializing this uh.. march from Selma to Montgomery, because the people, the American people need to know.  And this is an on-going thing.  And he’s- he’s planning to uh.. bring the terminus of this march to the steps of the Capitol, because in 1996 the uh.. the Federal Department of Transportation changed their uh.. their guidelines about refurbishing or- or restoring historical sites uh.. with Department of Transportation money.  They ruled thereafter in 1996 that any restorat- any historical restoration uh.. must be directly related to a highway.  So that is the point why the Selma to Montgomery march- why they- why Lee Warner is determined that he cites the steps of the Alabama State Capitol as the terminus of the Selma to Montgomery march, voting rights march, because he says that Martin Luther King and his marchers penetrated the boundaries of the Capitol grounds.  They did not.  We have the May issue of uh.. of 1965, Ebony Magazine, aerial photos and frontal pictures.  Martin Luther King never penetrated the boundaries of the Capitol.  George Wallace had uh.. even uh.. every- every law enforcement officer in the State of Alabama, if it was a game warden, if he was legally uh.. commissioned to carry a gun, uh.. the, you know, the State troopers, they formed a human chain at the boundaries of the Capitol.  Martin Luther King, on a flat- flatbed trailer, was held bay- at bay down the street, down Dexter Avenue uh.. several yards before even reaching Bainbridge Street, which perpindic- which is perpendicular to the- to the Capitol steps.  But this is the point that Lee Warner has to make. That he has to say that the march ended on the Capitol steps, because if he names this- and it’s named the American Highway/Civil Rights Trail, therefore the beginning- this origin from Brown’s Chapel, here in Selma, uh.. to the Capitol grounds, the terminus, then these federal dollars apply to these millions and millions and millions of dollars being spent between here and- and Montgomery, to memorialize this event, which has already been memorialized enough with tax dollars.  And uh.. but that’s his point.  And that picture, those pictures in Ebony Magazine, May, 1965, prove that they did not penetrate the boundaries of the- of the Capitol grounds, therefore the Capitol grounds are not the terminus of the march.  Therefore, the Capitol grounds do not qualify for federal funding to memorialize and turn the- the Capitol grounds into a Civil Rights mall.  Uhm.. $2 million for St. Jude property.  That was the last site of the last orgy before they got up to- to go on to Dexter Avenue the next morning.  That’s overnight acres.  Uh.. I don’t know what the figure is to purchase the Fairview Avenue shopping center uh.. for uh.. the King Memorial for the uh.. voting rights memorial.  And Mr. Calhoun is- was against that.  Well, he expressed himself that he needed- that the economy of it should be considered first.  Uhm.. $5.2 million for a welcoming center at White- at White Hall, Alabama.  That was the site of tent city.  Uhm.. Several more million dollars for two more centers in Selma and Montgomery.  Uh.. $22.5 million for nine miles of new highway construction, which is gonna be a tourist walk.  Uh.. The building at Ross Street and Water Avenue, that’s the old Thompson building, that’s gonna be the welcoming- that’s gonna be an informational center, too.  Uhm.. uh.. Tax payers of Alabama, we’re paying the salary for the federal- federally owned bus station in Montgomery.  The tax payers of Alabama are paying for- are paying $727,000 for the master plan for the refurbishing of the bus station in Montgomery.  Uh.. $289,000 for the Moore Building, for interpretation space for the bus station.  Uh.. In addition, uh.. to all of this, Lee Warner uh.. has spent Alabama tax dollars on- he’s spent $126,000 for non-historic part- apartment building on South Perry Street.  Uh.. $159,000- and that was during the Sigimony [ph?] administration, and we don’t know why he bought that.  Uhm.. And the Historic Commission is commissioned to preserve Alabama’s history, not to go into the real estate business.  Uh.. $159,000 for a new home in Gulf Shores, in a Gulf Shores subdivision, for the site director uh.. there at Fort Morgan.  Uh.. Not even the Lieutenant Governor of Alabama is furnished a home, but the Alabama uh.. Historic Commission has bought a home for the site director at Fort Morgan.  $75,000 for the Nat King Cole project.  $25,000 for Martin Luther King’s home in Montgomery.  Uh.. $60,000 for the depot museum.  And spent several thousands of dollars on the Victor Q. Lange building.  Uh.. And they bought that to give to Alabama State University, which they turned it down.  Uhm.. And then, of course, Lee Warner, at the same time that he’s memorializing uh.. extravagantly with tax dollars, federal and state, he is minimizing and uh.. destroying Alabama’s history in the 19th century.  And uh.. as he gave the final- he gave- he gave the go ahead for Mayor Perkins to move uh.. General Forrest monument to uh.. to Live Oak Cemetery.  Uh.. He’s changing Joe Wither’s plantation in Portland, Alabama.  Uh.. He’s going to sell the John Tyler Morgan home here in Selma.  Uh.. And it- it goes on and one of the things that he is uhm..  He is violating his responsibility and the guidelines of his job as the director of Alabama Historic Commission to preserve and protect Alabama’s history, all of Alabama’s history.  Not become a real estate agent.  


Q:  Thank you very much.


Patricia Godwin:  Thank you.  So it’ll be interesting to see how much of all of this hits your


#### End of Tape A27 ####
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