Q:  Let’s begin by if you’d just introduce yourself to us and tell us a little about yourself.


John Jackson:  I’m John Jackson, Mayor of White Hall, Alabama.  I was born in Lowndes County and raised in Lowndes County and been there all my life, practically all my life.  I left and went to school for a few years, during the early ’60’s, and returned back to Lowndes County and continued to work in the Civil Rights Movement and now I’m the Mayor of White Hall, Alabama.


<CREW talk>


Q:  You’re 57-years-old.  You’re what we call a pioneer.  Take us back to the ‘60’s and the atmosphere in Lowndes County.


John Jackson:  Back in 1964, and ’65, uhm.. I was a senior in high school and we began to uh.. hear talk of the movement in other areas such as Selma and Montgomery and of course the uh.. bombing of the children in Birmingham.  And the enthusiastim all around the State was getting people registered to vote.  Of course there was two major organizations- SCLC, which was the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and the SNCC which was the Student Non-violent Coordinating Committee- decided to come in some of the areas that were majority black, like Lowndes County, the 10 black belt counties- Marion and Perry County, Greene County and all those counties.  So.. St- Stokley Carmichael, Bob Mantz and those people came in to start talking to people about getting the right to vote.  And some people got involved and there were some people who were afraid to get involved.  So there were several people who got involved- Matthew Jackson, Elzie McGill, William Cosby, W.C. Harrison.  And- and 4 or 5 men met.  John Hewlett came on board a little later.  And those men met in a little store there in White Hall, about 7 of ‘em, and decided to see if they could find a church to meet to begin to talk about voter’s education, people running for political position.  And finally they got the Mount Gillett Church where they met and organized themselves as the Lowndes County Christian Movement for Human Rights.   And Mr. Elzie McGill was president at that time, Gardenia White was secretary, and Charles Smith was vice-president.  So they began to meet and organize to get people registered to vote, which was a real problem because there was a lot of uhm.. discontent for that in their county.  There were a lot of people living on white people places and they were sharecroppers and- and tenants.  And they began to go down and register to vote and they had whatcha called a literacy test, which means you- which meant that you almost had to say the Constitution in order to get registered.  So poor people there could not read and write.  So they couldn’t recite the Constitution.  Then came down the 1965 Voting Rights Acts which give every man the right to vote by just going down and identifying himself.  So when we got that, we began to register people and began to run people for political positions.  


<CREW talk>


Q:  What inspired you?  What attracted you?  Many kids interested probably in girls and football and lots of other things.  What got you in line with…?


John Jackson:  There- there were quite a few of us students in school, and the school that I went to was a one-room shack where the 1st through the 6th grade was in the same room.  So when we went to high school, there was no library, there were cold buses.  We just did not have the same kind of thing that other people had in the county, other schools had.  And the students were concerned and they began to motivate the parents and the parents were concerned.  Uh.. and because of the uh.. violence that went on across this country and this state, parents got involved.  And of course a lot of people in Lowndes County has that Christian faith.  And some of ‘em- some of ‘em were motivated to die for what they believed in.  So that brought people together, under that banner, and that’s why we used the Lowndes County Christian Movement for Human Rights, to let them know that we were Christians, trying to just get the basic right- taxation without representation.  We were being taxed but we didn’t have the right to do anything.  There was no political positions held in Lowndes County in 1965 by anybody.  So we- those people began to work together and they committed themselves in a Christian movement, to get registered to vote so they could have taxation with representation and to uh.. run people for political positions, because we had to go through the back door in the courthouse.  We had to go to the colored areas.  We could not go in the same door that whites went into.  And then there were a lot of violence across the county.  And I believe it was Jonathan Daniels who was shot in the back in Hayneville, uh.. after a protest had gone on with uh.. Stokley Carmichael and Bob Mantz and some people were arrested, and he was let out of jail to be killed.  And, of course, the- it was a uh.. auxiliary deputy who shot him in the back because he was down there participating and trying to get us registered to vote and motivated to run for political position.  Miss Viola Liuzzo was killed on Highway 80, right after the march from Selma to Montgomery.  And she was beauti- buto- brutally shot and killed.  And people began to see white people dying, black people dying, for the right to train.  So they began to come out and they started pouring out.  Of course we ran people in 1966, under an Independent party.  We organized the Lowndes County Freedom Organization which took in candidates, because the Republican party had the elephant.  And they rejected us out rightly.  The Democratic party raised the fees.  I think it was $25.00 to run for sheriff.  And when we got more people registered to vote than the others had, they raised the fees to $600.00.  So that’s all a sharecropper had to farm with- $600.00 a year.  So people did not have the money.  So uh.. SNCC came up with the idea, along with some local people, to organize your own party and find an emblem- because there was a lotta illiteracy in Lowndes County.  People could not read and write. So they couldn’t go in the voting machines and vote because if they saw the names, they couldn’t know how to read ‘em.  So the 1965 Voting Rights Act helped us uh- uh.. get a lot of people registered to vote and organized the Independent party, which meant that all we had to do was have a mass meeting, and nominate our candidates from the floor.  And that’s what we did.  And we got on the ballot in 19- in 1965, ’66, in the November election and of course we lost- because there were dead folks voting.  Uh.. they even let people come outta the graves that voted.  Absentee ballots.  The same problems we’re having now uh.. was going on then.  But we did not win.  But we didn’t stop there, in ’66, ’67.  ’68 we ran again and they finally let us into the Democratic party.  And we ran under the rooster, and we were able to get one person elected that year and that was Charles Smith was the first black elected county official in Lowndes County.


Q:  When you look back at the ‘60’s, did you experience some direct personal discrimination that you could share with us- your family?


John Jackson:  Well Matthew Jackson was a strong man.  He was a Master mason and he was a Christian fellow.  And he allowed SNCC to use one of the old family houses there, one of the old shacks.  My brother had went to California and he had a house vacant.  Because they were shooting at the Civil Right workers everyday, running them out of the county, trying to make them afraid to come in and do what they wanted to do.   So he gave up his house, one of the houses, for them to stay in.  And of course they began to try to harass him to make him leave but he wouldn’t do it.  And well he- he- of course he led the movement, he worked in the movement and kept going to meetings.  And we only had one church at that time we could meet in and that was the Mount Gillett Baptist Church.  It was on Highway 80.  And the next year they opened up some more church doors.  But uh.. we continued to work with the movement because we saw the need, he saw the need.  And I joined SNCC at 15 and began to work in the county as a student.  And uh.., of course, they- during that time they would burn crosses in your yard, they would try to run you away.  And they came by and shot in my father’s house.  And nobody got hurt.  Uhm.. the car I was driving was shot- about 19 bullets went into it.  Uh.. because I was trying to chase them to get the tag number.  And, you know, you talk about energy, I had energy.  Somebody come along and shoot at your house and you jump in a car to go try to get the tag number.  But the Lord blessed me that I was not hurt.  And we were constantly harassed.  We used to call Lowndes County, bloody Lowndes, because they would not only kill you, they would run you outta this county, they would shoot on you.  They would not only evict you off their place but it was really-- uh.. they had people really terrified.  People were afraid.  That’s why it took us so long to continue to struggle and- and finally get some people elected.  And in 1971, when we elected John Hewlett, sheriff, I think it was like a burden off their shoulders.  They said, “Well we got ‘em out and now we can be protected.  We know what the law means for protect and serve.”  And when he became sheriff, uh.. people just looked like they got a double momentum then.  They began to meet and began to run for political positions. 


Q:  It obviously took a lot of courage on your part and others.  Where did you find the courage?


John Jackson:  I think it was the inner training and the seeing other people being shot and killed to help us.  So we said to them, you know, we need to do something.  People are coming from all over, being arrested.  These students are risking their lives with SNCC to come in.  Then we have to get up and do something for ourselves.  And I just felt that, you know, if we couldn’t have any freedom, I might as well be dead.  So we stepped out on faith and we saw things being accomplished and it gave us strength and courage and we kept fighting, we kept fighting.  And we finally began to elect- elect people in other positions, such as the Board of Education, uh.. County Commission, tax assessor, tax collector.  And- and around ’79, ’80, we had almost 80% of people in that county were black elected officials.  And so that just gave us momentum and we just kept fighting.  But they still kept pulling little games, economic games.  Like they wouldn’t make loans for people for housing, they wouldn’t uh.. extend credit to you for cars and that type of thing.  And uhm.. the Federal government of course had the Anti-Poverty Program and we began to get grants in that kinda area to begin to help ‘em economically.  Uh.. health programs that deal with the health situation in our county.  The educational system changed.  We integrated the schools and, of course, all of ‘em left but we got those good students.  That was the point.  So there were a lot of good things that happened.  And uhm..- and of course a lot of sad things that happened.  But it took that.  And I don’t regret one minute of that struggle.  


Q:  Your struggle was- going by others, I know some said they were outsiders.  Did that bother you?


John Jackson:  No, it never bothered me.  I always wanted help, ‘cuz I knew what we were up against.  My father knew what we were up against.  Uh.. people had tried to register to vote right after Rosa Park, in ’54.  And people were ran out of that county.  So we knew what we were up against.  And- and when people made the commitment, all those people who they go to church every Sunday and they just felt God was gonna deliver ‘em.  And he did, and he did.


Q:  I know there were a lot of reprisals.  Maybe we could talk about some of the reprisals.  If you could describe the plantation system to us and how those reprisals occurred.


John Jackson:  Well during that time, in 1965, we had large landowners, a lot of large landowners that owned over a thousand acres of land.  And the ironic thing about that land is that it really belonged to black people.  They had took it just from our property and not paying taxes.  But there were people living in shacks.  You were on the plantation.  You worked on the farm.  You planted cotton, corn and stuff like that and you worked on the farm.  You lived free and you ate off the farm.  But you were their slave.  You had to work for them.  There was some students who were born on plantations who left and went to the Army.  That was the exit.  That was the only exit, or you stayed there and worked on the farm.  You didn’t go any further than the 4th, 5th, or 8th grade, during that time.  And people lived there and worked and believed that the landowner was gonna take care of ‘em.  But they would take care of ‘em to a point.  But when it came to going on to a 12th grade education, they didn’t wanna see you do that.  Goin’ to some of these <clears throat> good universities such as the University of Alabama and Auburn University, they didn’t want you to- they wouldn’t accept us.  Uh.. and those people lived in bad conditions, uh.. no running water, no inside bathroom- uh.. just deplorable conditions.  And one thing that really bothered me, I couldn’t understand.  We could stay on the plantation, separate from them.  We could take care of their children and we could cook for them, but they didn’t wanna live and eat with us.  So the ladies took care of their children.  The men worked on the farms.  The children worked on the farm.  And if you rebelled in any way, they ran you outta this county.  So those were a deplorable position.  I happened to live on a place where J.B. Jackson, uh.. my grandfather had began to purchase it from Robert Beers who was one of the large landowners.  So during ’65, uh.. we only owed just a little bit on the property.  So my father paid it out and- because they put pressure on him and they would not give him, extend him sharecropper money for the next year.  But those were deplorable positions.  And that’s how Tent City came about, ‘cuz those people who went down, when they came back home, they told ‘em, “Get off my place.  You got to move.”  And when they moved, they moved over there in uh.. Tent City where Viola Smith gave five acres of land to actually- for economic development, to- to build a business.  And- and the SNCC workers- my father had offered a place where they could put their tents.  So SNCC said, “No we don’t wanna put ‘em back off the highway.  We wanna put ‘em on 80 Highway where the world can see what’s going on.”  So there were 34 families lived in tents for more than a year.  And there were more than 150 people evicted that year- some moved with brothers and sisters and uncles and aunts.  But they just began to just rapidly put ‘em off their place- people that had been there 34 years, people that had been there 20-something years, but just living there free and working, and thought they could just live there forever.  But when they wanted the right to vote and we wanted the- the- the real American dream, they said, “No.  Get off.”  Some people had 5, 6, 7 children- didn’t have anywhere to go.  But Miss Viola Smith stepped up to the plate and said that you can use that land and- and put it that where everybody can see it.  And- and, of course, Miss Rosy Steel had a store down the street and we used to feed ‘em from the store and that’s where Martin Luther King camped on the march from Selma to Montgomery.  And immediately after they began to harassed her.  Her store burned, mysteriously.  And just anything they thought they could do to stop the process.  But people had faith and people were committed.    


Q:  These reprisals.  Was there no recourse?  They couldn’t call the police.  Describe the frustrations that those families experienced.


John Jackson:  They were afraid, uh.. of their life.  Some of ‘em moved out and went on to Montgomery to work, but they still lived in t- tents.  But what the government did was when we pulled together what you called the Poor People Land Farm is that people began to- to- to send in money to help.  And everybody got together and they built one house at a time.  And then that brought about the Anti-Poverty Program and began to open up doors to help get money for a self-help housing program.  Uh.. those repri- reprisals really made some of ‘em strong.  And especially when they saw progress being made.  And I think after a couple of years when those people, when the news people came by and st- start- and went in _____ and went on national TV, they really came back and tried to get the folks back.  But folks said, “No, we will not go back.”  And I think we had built 5 or 6 homes by that time- 24 people living in tents.  And what they agreed to do, uh.. I think never in history would happen again. They got together and when they finished one house, they would start on the other one.  They were getting material, they were- people were sending in money to help the Poor People Land Farm.  And now each one of those folks, uh.. most of ‘em are deceased, now own their own homes.  And 85% of the people in Lowndes County now, if it’s not but one acre, they own their own home.  The most important thing about living in Tent City, it made ‘em self-efficient, and everybody now wants to own their own home so I can decide what I do- nobody else can dictate to me what to do.  So the reprisals were great and- but uh.. it didn’t linken the- weaken their faith.


Q:  How about your family?  How did they endure?


John Jackson:  It was difficult.  A family of 10 and my father trying to send us to college and couldn’t get any loans.  Poor conditions- no running water, no inside bathrooms.  10 children- uh.. 2 or 3 was in college.  And as a matter of fact I recall one of the commissioners said to my father, “Why don’t you let them boys come and work for us?  You don’t need to send ‘em to college.”  He said, “But where are your boys?  They’re in college aren’t they?  Mines can’t go to the University of Alabama but we’re gonna send ‘em somewhere.”  So he sent all of us to school.  It was difficult.  And along- around ’66, ’67, I had a couple of sisters to graduate from Alabama State University.  They couldn’t get hired in Lowndes County.  They had to go out, 50 miles into Wilcox County and get a job.  And they were bluntly told, “If your daddy wasn’t in that mess, we would hire you.”  So, you know, the Lord fixed it where one of my sisters who was working at the time the Movement started, she was fired.  She wasn’t called back that year, once they found out we were participating.  And that’s what brought about the Teacher’s Tenure Law in the state.  She along with uh.. Mrs. Logan, Sara Lou Logan who was a teacher at that time, uh.. filed a lawsuit in Federal Court and Judge Frank M. Johnston ruled that uh- uh.. once a teacher has worked a period of three years, you cannot release ‘em without due process.  And so they had to hire her back.  But she didn’t accept a job.  She came into Selma to work.  But there was a long time before any of us could get any kind of position, in Lowndes County.  


Q:  It sounds like though that there was good resilience and maybe that melded people together, having kind of a common enemy.


John Jackson:  Well, like I said, they all was Christians.  You know?  They believed in God, you know, and they was waiting for God to come and do it.  But through seeing some of the pro- progress, they realized that God wanted us to get up and make those steps, and that he would stick by us and deliver us.  And every little.. step, they gained more strength, ‘pecificly as like the 1965 Voting Rights Act was passed, uh.. the Federal troops coming in to protect ‘em on the march from Selma to Montgomery.  And a lotta people came out ‘cuz they knew they were gonna be protected.  Uh.. the- the- the Teachers’ Tenure Law.  You know?  When they found out, “Well I can go out.”  Because teachers were not participating.  And she got stuck- she didn’t come either, she was afraid.  But she got stuck because my father was in the Movement and they pointblank told her, “You will not be called back.”  And the other thing that- that- that Tent City did for us, that people came in to see Tent City but they also found the schools that we were going to- deplorable schools.  So they started closing all those one-room shacks.  They were actually church schools.  We didn’t have public schools.  The churches had gotten together and built little schools for their kids to go, ‘cuz we could not go to the good public schools in 1965.  There was one or two major high schools, that was deplorable and sub-standard.  The school I went to didn’t even have a library.  The school I went to didn’t even have hot lunches.  You know, you went half a year.  You know, I only got in school in November.  We had to finish farmin’.  You got in school in November, December, then you had to scuffle to make a grade.  So the things was just deplorable.  But uhm.. every step we made gave them faith, strength and courage, to keep moving, to fight each battle.  


Q:  At that time then you would have heard about the Teachers’ Strike in Selma.  Did people come from Lowndes County to Dallas County to support that whole effort- the Bloody Sunday March, the Teachers’ March?


John Jackson:  Yes because uh.. either you were a member of SCLC or you were a member of SNCC.  And of course they all worked together on giant projects.  And, of course, there were some men who had courage to come into Selma to meet.  I remember when Farrakhan came to Selma, people came over to hear him.  Uh.. and they would work together on projects and- and especially the- the Teachers’ Strike.  There were people in Lowndes County who came over to help.  


Q:  You mentioned that the two organizations had some conflict.  How did they work that out?


John Jackson:  Well I guess SCLC was a- based on Dr. King- was a non-violent organization.  And SCLC were students who were young folk 17, 18-years-old like Bob Mantz and Stokley Carmichael, H. Rap Brown and other people.  And they just didn’t believe that violen- non-violence was gonna get us anywhere.  So after the march, they all met and they had boards of directors of course- SCLC had a Board of Directors and at that time I believe uh.. John Lewis was president of SNCC and Dr. King was the president of SCLC.  And they met.  And because of the clashes from some of the folks from Harvard like Stokley Carmichael and other folks who were saying, “Martin, this is not gonna get us nowhere.  It’s gonna get us killed.”  They said, “Well let us have the black belt counties where there are 70%, 80% blacks and we will organize independent parties and get these people to run for positions.”  And, “Let’s see how that works and we’ll let you have the major cities like Birmingham and Mobile and Montgomery and those areas- Huntsville and- and we will take the black belt counties where we outnumber and that- you know, that will give us an opportunity to show that we can get people elected.”  And they clashed off and on because SNCC was not a non-violent organization.  They were student and non-violent.  That was the name.  But they believed in- and they started advocating right after that that we’re gonna protect ourselves, and if necessary, we’ll take arms to protect ourselves.  And of course, during that time, around 1968, the riots broke out and over 110 cities caught on fire.  So there were a lot of people who were kinda pleased at that, saying that, “Look, these folks have gone crazy.  They are really ready to fight for freedom.”  And the riots broke out and then of course that gave people courage.  And uh.. SNCC went into those black belt counties and Martin agreed to stay out of some of ‘em.  But of course there were people in there who loved Martin Luther King and of course, finally, sooner or later, there were organizations set up- and especially after Dr. King died, the SCLC went into these counties to assist SNCC.  And- and a matter of fact, if you- if you kinda remember Martin’s last speech, he said, “If the suit of non-violence don’t fit me, I’m gonna pull it off.”  That’s what he meant. But uh.. SNCC realized that if you act like you gonna raise up an army to fight these folk, we probably could get more.  They wasn’t really interested in doin’ a revolution.  They wanted to use that to- as a offensive tool.  And it worked, because in 1971, white people started coming to us for support for a political position.  And they began to try to say, “Well look, we don’t have to do this.  We don’t need riots.  We can work together.”  But SNCC just overtly starts saying that right after The Black Panther Party was created in California, uh.. we’re gonna bring them in.  We’re gonna- you know, we’re gonna protect our people because too many of our people are being killed and too many of our people being ran out of this state.  And so it was that uh.. thing from uh.. John Lewis back to Dr. King.  And uh.. finally, I think, in 19- I believe that was ’68 when Stokley became Chairman of SNCC, he declared that we were gonna take up arms.  But a lot of things started changing after that, uh.. because people didn’t really wanna do that.   A lotta people didn’t wanna do that ‘cuz we- they realized we did not have the revolutionary material or army to fight this system, because it was gonna fight us unfairly.  We were already being terrorized and- and crosses being burned and people being killed.  But I think it was a tool that SNCC used to say, “Well we’re gonna pick up guns and we’re gonna run all the white folks out.  We don’t want the white folks to do nothing.”  You know?  And- and it kinda worked, uh.. especially in Lowndes County because we was catchin’ so much devil uh.. from ’64 or ’65 up until ’71.  Then they started coming in.  The Probate Judge came and said, “I want ya all support.  I’m runnin’ for Probate Judge and I know we done mistreated you all.”  And a lot of ‘em came in and- and they began to kinda work together.  And now we elect people on the base of who they are, not color.  You know, we supported white people in that county and we support black people in that county.  So everybody kinda jelled together, from that effort to- to try to work together and put people in office that- that’s gonna represent us.  ‘Cuz that’s the basic of the movement, in the very beginning.  It was not just to put black people in office, but to put people in office who would serve the interest of the total county.  


Q:  And as you look back on it, you must be rather proud of the progress that has been made. 


John Jackson:  In Lowndes County, we’re certainly proud that more than 80%- and our mayor of White Hall, for the last 24 years.  And- and it has made me feel proud, not only of the efforts but that we proved that we could be county commissioners, we could be superintendents of educations, we could be county uh.. board members, we could be even mayors of that county.  And- and- and we’ve got people working with us, both colors, black and white.  Resources is just the problem now, economic resources.  But we are working together and- and that- and don’t- don’t get me wrong now.  We’ve come a long ways.  We’ve made a lot of progress in the area of voter’s education, voter’s registration, putting people in positions, but we still have a long ways to go.


Q:  What is the next issue that you’re hoping to get young people interested in?


John Jackson:  We got a lot of problems, kinda different problems from what we faced in 1965.  In my city, as small as it is with 2000 people, we face the problem with drugs.  And we as a whole and- and public officials across the county has teamed with the ministers to deal with the drug problem that we face.  Education is very important.  It’s- you must have a good education, you must have good- good computer techniques, in order to face this job market.  We’re talking about jobs.  We gotta be trained still.  Because a lot of things have changed to high tech.  So we’re concerned about education.  We’re concerned about housing, in our community.  And- and not only that, but getting good people in these positions.  We face an economic drop-back.  Uh.. there’s not enough black businesses and not enough businesses in our community.  In most of our counties, the businesses are located across the railroad track.  We do not own businesses and it’s because we do not have the wherewithal, nor the kind of uh.. access to- to go into business.  Now what we’re doin’ in Lowndes County, we’re trying to create a- a shopping center, a hotel and that type of thing to bring in jobs, to keep the money in the community and we don’t care who bring those jobs in.  Uh.. all we want is- is better jobs for our children so they can get a good education, can go to the college of their choice, come back out and get a job based on them being qualified, not based on the fact uh.. “Well you came from a minority com- that, and I want you to.”  ‘Cuz our children now are in all the colleges that you can name.  My son just graduated from the University of Alabama, in Computer Science, and did not have to look for a job.  Because of the co-op program, he went straight to Engels Air Force Base in computer science.  Uh.. that’s the kinda thing we wanna do- we wanna.  And I think where we really missed the boat is not grabbing our children, not waiting for Head Start to do it, but start beginning our children with daycare at 1-year-old, begin to teach our children and learn our- because from 1 to 7 is the most critical years.  And if we could capture those children now and get a good education and to build a strong economic base within our community, then we will not return to what we had, in 1965.


Q:  What about youth today?  Do they have the same conviction and courage that you obviously had at 15?  Do you see that out there now, with this current generation?


John Jackson:  I’m sorry to say, no.  Because so many things have been handed to ‘em on a silver platter, they don’t realize.  But we’re trying to educate them to realize what people went through to get them the right to be in a decent school with air conditioning, a decent school with hot lunches, and to pull those things out of their ears and pull their pants up, because we’re going somewhere.  They are- uh.. I think-- I fault the media really.  Uh.. they’re watching televisions and they wanna become- who is it?  I can’t even announce their names.  Tushac Procur, and- and all those fellows and- and Michael Jackson and all those fellows.  Uh.. but it’s not gonna be like that.  They’re gonna have to work the works.  They’re gonna have to get a good education.  And- and I just don’t see the enthusiasm that we had as students.  Because I remember when I was in high school, we turned the school out.  You know, we turned it out and said, “Hey, we want better conditions.”  We made the superintendent come over and sit down and meet with us.  And- and- and we began to work on it.  And she said-- and- and- you know, that’s the way they get out of it.  She said to me, she said, “You know what?  Nobody’s ever asked for good buses.  Nobody ever asked for hot lunches.”  She say, “Well we’re proud to see you all wanna get up and get somethin’ done.”  So, you know, that’s the kind of thing they gotta do.  And we- we encourage students.  We have after-school programs.  We got a summer feeding program that we have- we have every year where we feed kids.  And, of course, during the Black History Month, which I think is- black history is every year- we try to educate these kids to see what we went through, what happened in the 60’s.  And as soon as you turn 18, register to vote.  Begin to think of some career you wanna enter in.  Everybody can’t be school teachers.  Everybody can’t be bus drivers.  Everybody can’t be janitors.  But there’s a wide open range of- of- of- of careers.  But prepare yourself toward that career and- and work on it as hard in every city and every nation, because you’re gonna have those who- who let the peer pressure send ‘em out on drugs and alcohol, pants hangin’ down, listening to those records and go to class and don’t hear nothin’.  But we’re so proud of those who-- I have seen uh.. within the last few years who’ve come out of the University of Alabama.  You know, ____________________, the whole works.  So we got a lot of students that are- that are moving up and looking forward.  But you got so many just walkin’ around with this- what you call it?- rap music going, and don’t know where in the world they are going.  But we’re gonna work on ‘em, with these after-school programs and programs during the summer.  Matter of fact, we are planning this summer to try to do- dramatize what happened in the ‘60’s, so that when the museum is built on Highway 80, that- that we will have kids there who can- who can dramatize what happened- the kinds of things we’re talking about here and how the black sheriff act when he first got elected- he didn’t know what to do.  You know?  So.  But he learned, and he did a good job.  He stayed in there for 20 years.  


Q:  I understand that you led a protest in high school that got results.  Is that going on today?


John Jackson:  It’s more on a parent and student level now.  We have whatcha call a PTA.  And what they do is work together on issues.  But- but what we find in most of these black belt counties is that resources, money is the problem.  The state has a problem with money.  But students and parents now work together when there is an issue and we bring it before- of course you bring it before somebody black now.  You know, there used to be a time we would take it before uh- uh.. a white person but now your superintendent is black, uh.. your sheriff is black, your mayors are black.  I think uh.. we just elected- the- the last city in this state with a black mayor which is Fort Deposit.  And Fort Deposit was a brutal city.  And it used to be iron held by an iron fist.  But we finally elected Fletcher Fountain as mayor of Fort Deposit and uh.. they’re doing real good down there.


Q:  You mentioned the problems with drugs.  How about economic development?  How are we doing in Lowndes County with economic development?


John Jackson:  We are moving forward this year but it had been on a decline.  Of course, we brought GE in, uh.. and GE- General Electric was there 40 years tax free.  They have done some things to help bring up the educational standards.  And I remember back here 10 or 15 years when we started talking about computers.  Our schools wasn’t even wired for ‘em.  So we had to back up and retrack and start again, to begin to do our schools for computers.  But we’re now focusing on economic development, because that makes you self-sufficient.  You don’t have to depend on the Federal government to do everything for you.  Uh.. General Electric uh.. is the largest financial cooperation in the world.  I think it’s apparent only by NBC. But they put millions of dollars into the school system to help bring the school systems up so we could be on- on uh.. Internet and- and computer classes even from the University of Alabama.  And- and we’ve got to focus on economic development ‘cuz that’s gonna generate tax dollars for our community.  And as I said, this is the only county uh.. does not have a hotel, does not have a shopping center.  And there are other counties who’ve got ‘em but the shopping centers are out on the edge and we still across the railroad tracks don’t have proper jobs.  But we must focus on economic development to create jobs.  And as a matter of fact, uh.. this whole trail is- is built around tourism.  And that’s one of the largest industries in the State of Alabama is tourism- not General Electric, not Hyundai, not uh- uh.. Mercedes Benz and- and none of the other.  It’s tourism, folks who come in and spend dollars and go back.  If you bring in a plant, like we just did, a _________ or a Hyundai, with a hundred jobs, if you bring in one person, uh.. that’s one job.  But tourism is considered two jobs because when the people come, they’re gonna spend money and leave it.  And those are tax dollars that each county so badly need.  And we’re focusing on economic development.  And, of course, White Hall has been planning for economic development even before they thought of making this a historical trail.  So this just gave us the boost that we need, pacifically if ALDOT moves and put the 8 million dollar museum.  We already have 350,000 people coming already into Lowndes County.  And- and- and with the Holy Ground, which is a historical Indian path, uh.. and the museum and some of the types of things.  We’ve got over 7 his- 17 historical sites in Lowndes County.  We did a monument in Hayneville for Jonathan Daniels.  Jonathan Daniels was shot in the back and an all-white jury released him- the- the- the accused killer.  So then we brought about Gardenia White who filed a- a suit against the Circuit Clerk, and Frank M. Johnston, the Federal Judge, ruled that you must place blacks on jury.  You cannot have a- an all-white jury or an all-black jury.  So that particular ruling came out of uh.. Lowndes County.  Miss Gardenia White filed that lawsuit, along with others from Lowndes County to get black jurors.  And I think I mentioned the Teachers’ Tenure Law.  Dorothy Henson and Mrs. Logan brought about the Teachers’ Tenure Law.  But there’s 17 other historical sites that we need to fix and get people to comin’ in and to stay and to see what happened in Lowndes County.  


Q:  So as you know we’re working on the movie that’s going to play in that museum.  What would you like to see in that movie?  What would you like to present to the outside world that’s coming in to find out what went on?


John Jackson:  The kind of danger that people faced and the kind of courage that the people had in Lowndes County to stand up and to use the Christian faith and their belief to make a change.  Not- not all the violence, but- but the kind of danger that they were in and how those people could have been killed and how people were killed all over this country.  And a few people that were killed in Lowndes County.  And to show how, if people came together and worked together- very few people, because a lot of people were afraid.  A lot of people didn’t come out until we got a black sheriff elected because they were afraid of the system.  And to show how they had the courage to run.  And the reason they ran was to make the American dream be real, so that every person would have the right to train or the right to run for political position.  I’d like to see that.. definitely showed.  


Q:  What do you say today to 15-year-olds?  What is your advice to them?


John Jackson:  Stay away from drugs and alcohol.  That’s the first thing.  Get a good education and you can get a job anywhere you want to.  But you got to study hard.  It’s not gonna be given to you and you just don’t need to define yourself to the- to the uh.. traditional black colleges.  Go to a good university.  If you got a good average, you can get in.  Go to school, get a good education, come back to your community and run for political position or work in whatever field that you have expertise in.


Q:  What about politics?  You’re a wonderful example.  You’re a mayor.  Do you encourage them to get in politics?  How do you engage young people in politics?


John Jackson:  Well the first thing they wanna know is what kind of salary you make.  But the point is uh.. I think they should.  If they’ve got an idea or if they got a dream, they should pursue it.  And most of the time I have them to understand you do not have to have a- a high school education to be governor.  But you need it.  And if you’re gonna run for these positions, you need to be prepared.  And I encourage them to run.  Because we’ve already paved the way.  We’ve proven with 435 mayors across this nation that we can run- run large towns, small towns.  We could run boards of educations and board commissions without money.  So with uhm.. the wisdom and a dream, go for it.  The fields are wide open and I say, “Run”.  But I say also to them, I say the people will determine in four years whether you’ve done a good job or not.  And I let them know that I-- five of my four terms- five of my seven terms uh- uh.. was unopposed.  So it tells me that uh.. you gotta put the people first, work hard, run for the position, but be fair to all the people and do a good job.  And they’ll re-elect you every time.


Q:  Well, congratulations to you.  You’ve been mayor how long?


John Jackson:  24 years.


Q:  24 years.  Something’s going….


John Jackson:  Enjoy every minute of it.


Q:  That’s wonderful.


John Jackson:  Enjoy every minute of it.


Q:  I’ve done all of the asking here.  Are there some things you’d like to say so that they might be included in this film?  It’s going to play right there in your backyard.  Anything you’d like to add?


John Jackson:  Anyway I can be of any help, I’ll be glad to do so. But uh.. let’s make sure that the history is told.  Uh.. this was a tough struggle and we don’t need to repeat it.  We need to work together, both black and white, and let’s make this real dream, an American dream, be a reality.  There is a <clears throat> movement I think to turn back the hands of time.  And I want to say to those folks who want to do that, “No way.”  No way we are going back that way.  Let’s work together.  Let’s love one another, and make this the real American dream that everybody talks about.  And I’d like to see that done in that county.  It’s coming there.  I can see it.  There is some people uh.. who used to- wouldn’t talk to me about certain things but now they’re saying, “You are right.”  Let’s work together.  We need to work together.  Uh.. the power company, uh.. the school system.  They whole works.  We have to work together to make this county a better place to live.  But for those few out there who think that they’re gonna turn back the tides, this Civil Rights Trail is gonna make sure of that because we’re gonna put the stuff there, the movies there, and all those kinds of things to make sure that our kids understand history, so we won’t repeat it.  And thank you all for having me.


Q:  Well thank you.


Carl Morgan: My name is Carl Morgan, Carl Morgan Jr.  I was born and raised in uh.. a little town, Uniontown, Alabama which is 30 miles west of Selma on US80.  Uh.. it was a uh.. small farming community.  Had one industry in there but uh.. just about uh.. everybody in the area had some connection with farming.  I went to Albon University I graduated uh.. when I was 19 years old.  My mother was a school teacher after she had been uh.. in the post office and she pushed me along because of the fact that I had a brother just a year and a half younger than I was and times were tough, it was the depression.  And they wanted us to go to college and they didn't-- they could see where it would be difficult with both of us in school at the same time.  So when I went to Albon I finished when I was 19 and so consequently even though I'd taken ROTC I couldn't get a commission, all I could get was a certificate.  You have to be 21 years old in order to uh.. in order to get a commission. So as a result I stayed on at Albon for two years waiting to get to be 21 because uh.. wall clouds were hanging all over Europe and this country at that time.  I knew I would have to go in sooner or later, most of my classmates were already in because of the fact they had commissions having been in the ROTC program the same way I was.  So I worked on my master’s degree and I got a masters degree in agricultural engineering.  I had always been fascinated with farm equipment and so after I served four and a half years in the army I got out and uh.. I had an opportunity to remain in the service as a major uh.. I had a pretty good record and uh.. but I had that nagging thing in the back of my mind I wanted to be connected to farming and I wanted to be in the machinery business.  So I finally got a franchise with one of the big companies and I opened a dealership here in 1946.  I got involved in the community uh.. in a lot of areas.  Uh.. I had been a leader at Albon when I was there and I was just use to being not in the forefront but I mean at least involved in what’s going on.  So I ran for city council after a few years and uh.. was not elected.  I ran again and was not elected.  The first time I ran I was disqualified because I had voted for Eisenhower for president.  You had everything here was democratic at the time and you had to take the oath that you had supported the democratic party.  And so as a result I was disqualified and the next time that I ran they had done away with that qualification but I wasn’t elected.  So the next time I decided I would run for president of the council.  And I was elected president of the council.  That was in 1964, uh.. in the meantime we had formed a junior chamber of commerce because we felt like that the City of Selma was just kind of stagnate it wasn’t doing anything.  Uh.. this is not necessarily appropriate at this time but years- years ago Selma was the seventh or eighth largest city in the state and there was a big sign placed out on US80 that uh.. 17,000, 30,000 in the next five years.  Well eventually the sign blew down and uh.. was never replaced.  Uh.. meantime in 19-- when the war time came along 1940, they- they built a uh.. at Craig Field a flying field here that trained uh.. Single engine pilots and  so as a result the airfield became a major contributor to the economy of this country of this area.  Uh.. I would say maybe $40 maybe $50 million a year, you had some 1700, 1800 uh.. army personnel, air force personnel and probably 2,000 uh.. civilians that worked out there.  So it was a real tragedy when this particular area was closed.  Uhm.. I went to Washington many times with the group when we were trying to save Craig but uh.. it just wasn’t in the  cards and so when they finally decided to close two fields, Big Springs, Texas and Craig Air Force Base was closed.  Anyway we uh.. as a junior chamber of commerce we did a lot toward trying to bring industry in and as one of the results that we were able to accomplish was to bring in International Paper Company with there uh.. with there mill here and of course it has been a major source of income for the people in this area.  They pay excellent wages uh.. there’s no minimum wage type situation out there.  And then of course we have some other industry here Bushog and some of the other lumber industries uh.. make that uh.. influence on the community as far as the community development is concerned.  As far as taxes and so forth and so really in a sense it’s a pretty well balanced thing.  We’ve seen agriculture however fade out of the picture uh.. the government programs have influenced it greatly by the very fact that they have uh.. put in all these programs where they paid farmers not to plant and when they went into the subsidy of planting pine trees uh.. in a sense that took a lot of the good, fresh- fresh grass, grade A  land out and they put it in pine trees.  I have a friend that flies quite often now, it use to be uh.. uh.. airport, air force pilot and he said Carl when I get up now, 400 or 500 feet and I look out, he said instead of seeing beautiful cultivated fields that we use to see all I see is pine trees and catfish ponds.  So the catfish business has come along a great deal.  Now to get back to uh.. politics shortly after we were- shortly after we were installed and when I say we, the new mayor <inaudible> was elected at the same time as mayor as I was elected as president of the council.  We took office in October of 1964.  There had been uh.. a lot of problems with the black constituency trying to get registered to vote.  This is not something that just came up all of a sudden, it had been a lingering problem with them and of course there were many tests that were given and many questions asked.  It was impossible for them to know the answers to and so forth.  So we had uh.. some unrest generally in the area when these people would go down, when the voter registration would open they would go down and try to get registered and they were denied.  So Mr. Reeves uh.. was one of the leaders in the black community.  Uh.. Mr. Reeves invited Dr. King to come to Selma, at that time uh.. Dr. King had uh.. made some influence around the whole southern area as far as the programs that he indorsed and of course primarily was voter registration and doing away with this black, white culture that we’d had.  So many of the downtown restaurants would not serve black people, and of course you’d go to the doctor’s office and they had a black waiting room and a white waiting room.  Uh.. they weren’t allowed to use many of the restrooms and so forth, but the biggest problem was the fact that they could not vote.  So when Dr. King accepted it he came in here in January, December and January of uh.. 1965.  And of course they had mass rallies and uh.. there was a lot of effort tried to make to- to get them registered to vote.  So finally uh.. not much being accomplished they were having a big rally at the- at one of the churches, black churches on a Sunday morning.  And whoever one of the speakers was uh.. referring to one of the text in the Bible said well let’s to go the king see to refer it going to George Wallace of course at that time was the governor of the state.  So they just took up and uh.. without any plans whatsoever, no logistics no anything.  They had uh.. they had their good Sunday go to meeting clothes on, the women had on high heels and so forth.  They just took off and started across the bridge eventually getting to the bridge from uh.. the church and of course, this unrest had brought the uh.. the focus in that uh.. they- they might make some type of effort to go so as a result you had a group of state troopers and you had a local sheriff, Sheriff Claw (ph?) who had a posse, a mounted posse and of course uh.. these people were all on the other side of the bridge.  And so when they came across it was bedlam as you can imagine.  Uh.. tear gas and uh.. and people were clubbed and so forth and so on.  And I'm sure that most everybody has seen repeats of that on the- on the television.  So the- the march was not a success, if they had not- if they had not accosted them, if they had not stopped them, they couldn't have gotten five miles up the road because they had no way of- of any support and- and they just didn't-- it was not any planned type situation with any uh.. future to it as far as any support was going on.  So the march was turned back, so they then came back and got down with the help of a lot of other people from outside this area.  They started planning a march which of course the logistics was- was actually uh.. uh.. accomplished by some lady from California came in here and she was a smart lady if there ever was.  Uh.. as far as making arrangements for the food and water and uh.. tents for uh.. to set up evening meal and this type situation.  And of course going out and finding a- an area that they could go in uh.. and set up the evening-- it took four days of planning four nights on the road and so they actually had these areas pre-selected as to where the tents would be set up and where the food would be prepared for the marchers. And they would actually spend the night there in the these uh.. in these areas.  So we uh.. Mr. Baker and I met several times, I was- I was as I told you earlier, I was in the national guard I had a unit out here and eventually when Mr. Johnson federalized the guard uh.. my unit was given the job of <inaudible> conveying or at least ensuring the fact that these people would be able to get from here to Montgomery without any- without any problem.  Of course in addition to the unit that we had here there was some other national guard units that were put on ready alert.  And we also had some troops from Fort Benning and some from the air borne up in Tennessee who came down and we had uh.. we had uh.. some officers out of Washington who came.  The Inspector General of the United States Army was present, they set up their headquarters at <inaudible> Field in Montgomery.  General Graham was <inaudible> a general and was a major general in the national guard and the night that uh.. we were federalized that Mr. Johnson made-- I got a call from- from General Graham and he’s saying, I know that you all have been on alert, but he said you actually are federalized now and so he said, I want you to alert, get everybody out at the armory and so forth and so on and I’ll be over there and we’ll give them instructions and so forth.  You know, one of the funny things was that uh.. we were issued some 50,000 rounds of ammunition that uh.. we put in our supply room.  We had our side arms for the officers and uh.. <inaudible> for the men and yet, when we were actually dis-- dispelled out to go on the march itself, we were not allowed to have any ammunition.  The ammunition the 50,000 rounds stayed locked up in the- in the armory the whole period of time that we were- we were in action.  However the regular troops who were there and you did have small contingencies of them who were put at various places like bridges and so forth that they felt might be detonated or some areas that might uh.. people might try to ambush and so forth.  But we got them there without any problem at all, we had one little thing and I won't go into any great detail, but uh.. they were-- the water that they had was- was not palatable, and so uh.. several of them got sick and as a result they sent uh.. uh.. some medics over from Fort Benning to check the source of the water and they found that they-- it was not fit to drink, so the general told me, called me up and he said, Uh.. colonel I want you to get 250 gallon water tank and hook it to one of our deuce and a halves and take it out there and have it ready to go when they march tomorrow.”.  I said, “Well general you know we were not suppose to be involved in the logistics at all.”.  He said, “Did you understand what I said?”, I said, “I certainly did sir.”.  So anyway from then on we didn't have any problem at all, they had blisters and some of them fell out and that kind of thing but I mean normally speaking they went without any trouble at all.  It was after they- they were in St. Jude and actually had gotten to Montgomery that Mrs. Leutso (ph?) was killed by some Klansman on the way back from Montgomery.  She was involved in ferrying some people to and from Selma to Montgomery and uh.. they ambushed her and of course she was killed but uh.. other than that that was the only incident that we had.  I think that uh.. the City of Selma was unjustly crucified because of what happened.  Uh.. my- my wife was from New Jersey and she had two sisters who lived in Philadelphia and of course they would call every day after they got through watching the television news and want to know were we safe and were uh.. the children in any danger of being harmed and so forth.  We didn't have a single window broken in- in the City of Selma we did have one incident where a- a man was uh.. mugged and hit in the head and eventually died from it.  One of the out- out of town people who came, but we had a tremendous number of- of catholic uh.. uhm.. ministers and priests and- and uh.. ladies who came down here supporting the march and of course I mean there were other people too, but I mean that particular group was- was very active and very visible.  And of course the-- a lot of the people here in town resented very much the outside influence.  However, let me back up one minute and tell you this, we had uh.. knowing that this was going to become a- an increasing problem.  We had a group of very well known, outstanding white leaders who would meet on occasion and try to come to some resolution to this problem.  We realized it was going to be a problem.  And uh.. these-- I met with them uh.. probably the only person from uh.. from the city government that met with them.  But we- we would- we had some black ministers that were present uh.. and uh.. that took part in the discussions and everything and we tried to come to some logical conclusion as to how this might-- this is well before uh.. even the first march.  But it was just one of those things that uh.. it would just-- as a lot of people said just bound to happen.  And uh.. unfortunately uh.. the majority of the people in Selma uh.. felt that injustice had been done in the past and they were willing to- to agree to some type of uh.. of resolution to the problem.  But we had some fire brands and we had some people who uh.. were just diehard segregationists, they weren’t going to give up for anything and of course our sheriff was that way and he had this posse that was that way.  And we had uh.. some of our elected uh.. officials, county wide and some of the judges and so forth who actually uh.. formed this white citizen’s council.  And that council of course was diametrically opposed to any type of integration.  Uh.. I had a- I had a partner who was a member of the- of the white citizens council, I never was a member and of course I- I didn't- I didn't believe in the principles that they had but it caused us some heart- heartache and heartburn because of the fact that many of my customers boycotted the business itself simply because of the active part that I had taken.  And of course uh.. he resented it very much and eventually that was one of the things to our dissolution of the partnership.  Well that’s pretty well kind of sums up in a nutshell what happened at that particular time, however let me just say that after the- after all of this transpired and so forth uh.. we didn't uh.. we didn't give up as far as trying to go ahead and extend the various rights that they were entitled to.  Uh.. we integrated the council, we uh.. we changed the ward lines, we changed the way that people were elected, instead of being elected at large, uh.. you had to live in your ward, uh.. and as a result we ended up with a- with a council that was five black and five white.  I was president of the council at the time and of course I contacted the Attorney General’s Office in Montgomery to make sure that I was allowed to vote on every issue rather than just on a tie issue.  Which some people had said the only way you could vote is if there is a tie.  Well uh.. anyway we got that cleared up.  And of course I was criticized tremendously because I voted to name the street after Martin Luther King uh.. which was an old Selma street, not named after any person but just it was- it was a street.  And of course that meant that people had to change their addresses and so forth.  And of course I also voted to- to integrate the swimming pool, which of course uh.. had been closed and uh.. we opened the swimming pool and integrated.  But I think people in general recognized the fact that the whole tenor of the thing had been wrong.  And that they were willing to go ahead and make the necessary changes.  And of course it’s taken along time, but I think today Selma has changed tremendously and I think that very fact we have a black mayor, we have a black, uh.. head of the city schools, we have a black that is the postmaster.  We have uh.. a black chief of police, uh.. black fire chief, it just shows that- that even though you put people that you at one time were taught were not qualified if you give them the opportunity they can get the job done.


Q: Let me ask you Mr. Morgan why do you think Selma became the kind of voting rights test?


Carl Morgan: Well I think, you know, in- in Birmingham you had- you had unrest and of course you had Bull Conner (ph?) of course who was uh.. the- the chief of police up there at the time and then in Montgomery of course you had the bus boycott and you had things like that.  But Selma was- was just-- it was- it was just the right size community.  Montgomery and Birmingham were big cities and you had had problems in big cities uh.. all over the country for many years.  But this town right here was fairly equally divided in black and white as far as population was concerned.  And of course the point is we had a- a very active group of black citizens who were pushing this thing and the voter integration was-- the voter registration was the big thing that- that was there uhm.. there quest.  And of course the very fact that we had these people who-- in leadership roles among the black community and they-- the fact that Martin Luther King was in Montgomery and uh.. that was where his church was and so that it was- it was pretty easy to get him to see that this would be a ideal place to go ahead and start uh.. the movement or continue the movement that he had started.


Q: Was there overt racism?  Was there-- or was it more indirect and--


Carl Morgan: I don't, you know, uh.. it’s difficult for me to say that there weren’t a lot of people who resented uh.. this whole thing.  But you know, most people are reasonable and as a  result they-- when they were confronted with the fact that these people had been denied the right to- to-- which everybody in this country is suppose to have uh.. I think you know that- that racism per say still exists in a lot of areas and there’s probably some of it that still exists here.  But it’s nothing like what it was and- and I think that Selma is come a tremendously long way to overcome any of the prejudices that were- that were uh.. evident at that time.  I know uh.. that there’s been white flight out of the- out of the school-- public school system.  But and- and of course we have some private schools here and it’s difficult for me to see how so many of the people support the private school simply because it’s so expensive and they're having to pay taxes to keep the regular public schools open and then they're having to turn around and pay a tremendous amount of- of money to keep their children in- in uh.. in private school.  But we had one of the best school systems in the State of Alabama, in Alabama in Selma, Alabama and unfortunately we had some incidents that took place that actually tore up the school system per say.  We had some black leaders who were not satisfied to let things transpire and let things work themselves out but they picketed the schools, we had to call the national guard back out again uh.. to get the- to get them off the street and so forth and it- it really uh.. in a sense of the word it- it shouldn't have happened and it’s a shame that it did happen.  Because we had one of the-- as I said one of the best school systems and I don't mean to say that all public school systems today are no good, because they are good and you're gradually seeing a few more of the whites go back into the school but in-- unfortunately we still have to a large extent uh.. segregated schools and that’s just-- it’s a shame.  But now one of the private schools has opened it’s doors to blacks and of course you know, blacks are good athletes and as a result uh.. the basketball and the football teams have done a lot in some of those areas to bring black students into the schools.


Q: The national guard and the troopers that were there that day of the bridge crossing.  What was going through their minds?  Were they there reluctantly?  Did they feel put upon to play that role?


Carl Morgan: You know most of the people in the national guard particularly in- in the units that it had association with, we realized that- that when- when we were called to duty that that-- you had to put everything else aside, you had to put-- if you had any prejudices you just laid them aside and so forth. And when the general spoke to us that night uh.. that morning and he told us he said, “We have a mission and I expect us to carry it out without any problem whatsoever.”.  In other words he challenged or at least he directed the- the troops and- and as a result we were determined that nothing was going to happen that would besmirch us or the- the national guard or the area itself.  And so consequently we were determined that we were going to make sure that what- what the job that we were given was carried out without any problem whatsoever.


Q: What was the response of blacks and whites to the news coverage?  It was covered in a major, major way for the first time. How did people respond to that here in Selma?


Carl Morgan: Well you know at that time the Abbott Hotel was still here uh.. it’s sense been tore down and it was one of the old hotels in this area and the group of people that owned that hotel opened up a hospitality room every day for all the news people that were here and we had people here from New York, we had people here from California, we had people-- well from all over the whole country were here and as far as the- as getting along with these people we were happy to see them.  And we thought that possibly by being open with them and by being friendly to them and accepting them rather than just trying to put the cold shoulder to them that they in turn would be able to give us the type of coverage which would indicate that- that even though this was kind of a black eye to the area, that it really was not the average person that felt that way.  And uh.. we- we had a lot of people who had been brought up from- from the time they were toddlers that uh.. that the two races ought to be separate.  And uh.. you know, it’s very hard to just go ahead and- and change somebody over night and- and of course another thing is that some of them just felt like it uh.. that we were being put upon.  But the point is that it- it, you know it-- you just can’t turn over night, you just can’t change everything uh.. at the drop of a hat.  It’s- it’s taken some time and today uh.. I- I would say this that among some of our black elected officials they have had white support as far as when they went to the polls and so forth.  That’s- that’s why some of them are in the office today.  Uh.. I- I don't think there’s any question but we’ve still got a long way to go, from the- to dispel this- this feeling but uh.. but it’s so much better that I had ever anticipated it would be in my lifetime.  And- and I've got some of the best friends I have are black and- and I just don't think of them as being black, I mean other words they're good customers of mine, uh.. the area that I live in in Selma when I bought my house in 1960 was the finest area of the-- in Selma without any question, we were very fortunate to be able to buy this nice house.  And this was well before the suburbs had developed per say and you had these very expensive housing developments that have come around.  But today my area is- is fairly integrated, I would say maybe uh.. 60% of the property is owned by- by black uh.. owners and uh.. my neighbors keep their yard up as well as I keep mine up and uh.. they keep their property up and so forth.  I'm not going to tell you that there aren’t some who uh.. who are rental properties that show that they are rental properties and that they show that the owners don't really care what happens to them.  But the point is I can take you into white areas that’s the same way, I mean in other words when people don't own property they don't take care of it the way that they uh.. they should or they would if they did own it.


Q: So you still see some signs of inequality and economic conditions?


Carl Morgan: I do, but uh.. I also see quite a number of entrepreneurs uh.. black entrepreneurs who have come in and who have made a success uh.. we’ve had a--


#### End of Tape A23 ####
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