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Mayor James Perkins / Tape CD 10B

Mayor James Perkins: When they're ready the light goes on, the other thing we have to always remember is you're not gonna save everybody, some folk don't wanna get it right.  Some people just don't want to go there, some people really would rather uh… thrive in chaos and confusion and divisiveness uhm… you can't do anything about those folk other than to continue to try and lend a helping hand in spite of how they treat you.  Uh… people say Mayor, people talk about ya, people do all of these things, they say all manor of things, how is it that you can get up everyday and go out and continue to try and help?  Well it's easy because I'm not concerned about that, I'm only trying to do god's will, I'm only trying to keep him first and treat folk right, that's all I try to do.  And I do that whether I'm trying to get a sewage line prepared, repair a pothole, make sure traffic lights repaired, make sure the park lights are working, make sure the safety zone lights are working in our school systems to make sure that our children have good opportunities to learn.  To make sure that the elderly feel safe and comfortable in their homes, it doesn't matter what it is, it all goes back to that fundamental principle.

Q: The title of our movie is Never Lose Sight of Freedom, how do you think youth are doing, are they mindful of the struggle, are they on the sidelines, in the thick of it, how do you see the movement today?

Mayor James Perkins: We haven't told the stories, the children are detached and uhm… we need to- we need to fix that, we're gonna have to start telling our children the stories so that they can understand and appreciate where they are and why the opportunities avail themselves at this present time.  Uh… and- and for the- for the old we're gonna have to just stay on the wall, we're gonna have to continue to stay and continue to work, continue to tell the stories and just know that it- it all works out for the good.

Q: Well I sure sense that, you know what I mean so I think it's taken a lot of courage and a lot of positive attitude to maintain that.  Do you find the next chapter is going to deal with voting or race or economics, what is the next rung on that ladder to freedom?

Mayor James Perkins: Well uh… voting is a part of the democratic process uh… it is essential that individuals vote in order for their voice to be heard in the society we live.  And therefore the vote process is critically important to make sure that we elect people who are sensitive to the needs of others and so I think that is critical.  It is an essential part of government and it- it needs to be, the economic arena is where I have spent the past 3 and a half years, industry recruiting economic development and I've done that because this region has suffered double digit unemployment for the past 30 years.  And we are moving aggressively in the opposite direction uh… you know, I'm told that some 3 million people who were working when I took office in October of 2000 have lost their jobs in this country.  But I'm proud to report that in Selman, Dallas County the unemployment numbers are going done.  We were around 14% when I took office and we're down around 10 and a half per cent now.  We could potentially see single digit unemployment in this uh… in our county for the first time in probably 25 years.  So it's really a- a- a huge undertaking, but the preparation of our people uhm… the decisions that are made in Washington have a direct impact on the ground and Mayor's that frontline defense system if you will or offense system, whichever you choose to make sure that the people are serviced.  And that's where- that's where I am and that's where I'm playing this game and so the economic development piece is really critically important so human resource development uh… we have to develop the people so that they can qualify to work in the positions that we're creating.  We have to create an entrepreneurial spirit in the community that has quite frankly died uh… as a result in many instances of integration in the black community.  Many who were business owners and neighborhood stores, they really have died out and so we need to resurrect and revitalize that.  And then education, critically is a critical piece to this puzzle, we have to make sure that we develop strategies that are seamless uh… that would educate our people without GED's or with PhD's because I've- because I- I've- I have in my life and I haven't lived that long but in my lifetime I've seen some pretty wise folks who didn't have a high school diploma.  And uhm…… there are still some people out there who are very unwise, who carry PhD's in their pockets.

<Crew talk>
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