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 Gwen Patton, Timothy Mays / Tape CD 13

Gwen Patton:
Get it off the boxes.  And I preserved it like.

<crew talk>

Gwen Patton:
Now what question you wanted to ask me?

Q:
Well, I just wanted to know, I mean, you know.

Gwen Patton:
I know I’m boring.

Q:
No, no.  

<crew talk> 

Q:
I mean at a certain point, and I do this for all of these phones that I work on.  You know, let’s try and bring young people into the picture, you know.

Gwen Patton:
O.K.

Q:
Try and put them into the context.  What’s all this- what’s this, you know, what does this mean?

Gwen Patton:
O.K.

Q:
For a young person today.  And I heard some thoughts go by.  I wanna see what you pick up on, you know, from  yourself.  But I would suspect that that’s part of our job and responsibility.  Let em know what it all means.  I mean you’ve been through it.  You carried the flag across the bridge.  

Gwen Patton:
Um hm.  

Q:
You give us all this analysis, you know, and the story.  What am I supposed to take away from this if I’m 16 today, you know.  And 17.  What’s, you know.  And I have something to say.  Go ahead.

Gwen Patton:
What I think that young people should look at today, that in this country a president was assassinated.  Dr. King was assassinated.  And we that lived through those terrible times, that the young people in America should never allow this to happen again.  We should never allow a president to be assassinated and let it be a mystery for over 40 some years.  And they never found out who really committed the assassination.  The same thing applied to the assassination of Malcom X, Dr. King, and any other uh.. leader, or people that in leadership capacity in America, to allow this to happen.  That we use everything possible that we have at our exposure to exonerate those cases, and not let them continue to be a mystery.  And young people that comes along, there’s been a lot a blood, tears, and hard work that was put into the movement to bring us this far.  Cause drinking water at a for white only uh.. fountain was not pleasant in America.  To live in a house where you could look down and see the chickens under the house, and look up and see God San [ph?] Edmond was not a pleasant experience.  But that’s how life we’re in in America.  And to be able to- to deny a person from eating at a restaurant just because of his skin color, uh.. in America, this was in America.  These was people who was born here in America, but they was not citizens.  I hope young people will never let this happen in this country again.  Because too much, and too many people have died for freedom and democracy to exist and they were on- they will have to be the one.  The young people will have to be the one to keep the fiver of America, and keep the basis of America what America stand for together.  And if they don’t do it, and they let other people come and tear down the country and destroy the country, then it’s their fault.  You know, uh.. e uh.. us- a country or community or people are only as strong as the people that’s there.  A community is only as strong as the- the people that lives in the community.  A city is only as strong as the people that lives in the city.  It’s- it’s all about the people, and that’s what it’s about.  And people that work in communities who want to do positive things for their community, you’re not going to be liked.  Don’t ever think that people going to reach out to you if you want to see things done right.  And want to make sure that everybody’s treated right.  Regardless to what they’re status in life, because when everybody come into the world, they’re ecal.  The only thing that changes the unecernous, when it come to man, is they’re talents.  The talents that they have within them and how they develop the talents that the- the all mighty have given them, and use those talents to bring other people up who are short of that- their talents or have not used their talent.  But I don’t need to tell a person who can think for himself on the same level that I think what to do.  He already know.  That’s a waste of time.  But the person who is less fortunate, you will have to reach down and try to bring them up.  And I know that uh.. the biblical saying is saying that you can always had a poor with you.  Well, you have to also have a definition of what is poor.  You know.  And that could be a problem that I uh..

Q:
Sure.

Gwen Patton:
Cause I says, what is poor.  What might be poor over here may be rich over there.  It’s all depending.

Q:
Sure.

Gwen Patton:
Who’s giving the definition.  

Q:
So now, let me look back on something because I know the director of this film will need it.  You gave me a shorthand description of that day on March 7, 1965.  When all this foolishness as Gwen Patton calls it, the mêlée happened at the bottom of that bridge, I mean, and it was surprising to people.  Maybe not surprising to people, but it, you know, what were your thoughts as you were trying to.

Gwen Patton:
That was not uh.. foolishness.  Governor Wallace said that we was not going to march from Selma to Montgomery.  Snick said against the will of all the large organizations in this country at that time, that we was going to march from Selma to Montgomery to- because of what had happened to Jackson.  Snick said that we was going to march from Selma to Montgomery to demonstrate.  And they was talking about taking Jackson body in a castet from here to the capital.  And George Wallace, it was not a melie, we should’ve expected- George Wallace sent the state troopers out there.  And the white people that, oh, they cursed.  They called us niggers, coons.  Go home.  Uh.. They said some a the off- spit on us.  Spit on us.  Go home, niggers.  And we had to take all those insults to get the right to vote.  And it was a high price to pay.  And we knew that George Wallace was not going to give a bit because that was the spirit a the state.  Was the spirit a the people in Alabama.  Alabama was racist then and Alabama is racist now.  It is not- Alabama hasn’t changed.  If people think that the people in Alabama have changed any, I’ll tell you from the day I’s got beat on that bridge there in 1965, almost 39 years ago, I don’t see much changed in Alabama.  What they do.  They pretend.  They got a few of us and put us up and made us store fronts.  They did that.  They said uh.. this person is your spoke person.  He is your leader.  But they never reached and got any a those people who was down there on that bridge, and put em up and say, this is your leader.  Now that’s what I have watched for 39 years.  I have ran for public office, for city council in Montgomery twice.  There are uh.. blacks in the Montgomery community who would not support me.  Nobody said, stay away from him because he used to run when Stokley Carmichael now.  And uh.. he was with that black panther party.  He just too militant.  Why I don’t think I’m militant.  I’m just as America as America path.  I believe in everything that any American believe in.  I believe in the flag.  Cause if I didn’t believe in that flag I wouldn’t a carried it.  My children are in the military.  I never told them didn’t go to the military.  I told I was in the civil rights.  They stay out of it.  They let me held that part.  They go do something else.  Because I was going hell in the civil rights part.  I was gonna make sure that if anything happened to any a my children, that it wouldn’t go down like it did.  My great, great, grandfather when the clan killed him.  When 30 clan meant to kill him.  And my family lost over 1000 acres a land.  And they all ran north like rats.  I would’ve fought back.  Well you probably say why aren’t you fighting back now?  It’s not me.  If they had a gave me the- the deeds on- well, I could a stepped over the other family members what’s to whose their land.  I probably would’ve done something.  Can’t- you don’t- you don’t do that.  You have to respect your elders.  But this happened.  Right there in front a Mt. Gillian Baptist Church.  Right down the road.  It’s a historical site.  That church had the first mass meeting in Lyles [ph?] County.  It’s historical.  Lot of history out of that church.  And I could tell you some stuff about that church you wouldn’t believe.  

Q:
Yeah.  We had some people talk about Mt. Gillian.  That’s good. 

Gwen Patton:
It came out a double church.  That’s were whites and slaves went together.  After the 1901 constitution, they could no longer go to church together.  So in 1901 and one a the white persons build that same church that sit there, and it’s there today.  And when I first joined church, I joined- joined the Mt. Gillian Baptist Church under Reverend Harris.  And I left by the time I was 10.  I was gone.  And I never went back.  Cause before I be a slave I’ll be buried in my grave.  And go home to my lord, and be free.  And that’s had always stuck with me.  One a the things that young people have to understand that when you take a stand, be willing to die for that stand.  Because if you are not willing to die for it there’s no rea- use to taken it.  Because you have to be committed.  And people that join Snick and work for the civil rights movement as racist as a- as a uh.. Alabama were at that time, and still is, she just put a little sugar on it now.  She don’t rope you.  She dope you.  You have to understand that you have to stay away from the dope.  You have to stay away from it because the dope is doing a better job than the rope.  Because in the state of Alabama today, over 28,000 black men are in prison.  And most of em are there for using or having dope.  And what that is, is big business for the state of Alabama.  Because people want these people- that’s a new form of slavery that exist in America.  And if you look across the- the landscape of America today, you will find out that the prison system, along with the medical people, you will find out that they use these people as guinea pigs across America, and nobody who call themselves in the civil right lineage of leadership have look at it for what it really is.  And it’s just nothing but a new form of slavery.  And most of it was to put the dope in the community, catch the blacks and they have a under carriage of slavery that exists in America today through that system by using drugs and to the black community and put em there and have a little black kids using it.  And then they came up with laws to say you can’t do nothing about it.  Now, when I was coming up they didn’t do that.  Children didn’t care children.  And the only reason they do that is because we, as Americans, have allowed this to happen.  And we need to put our communities, black folks need to put their communities back together.  White folks need to put their communities back together.  And the ones that they show the most is the blacks.  Because blacks don’t think things out.  A lot a blacks don’t think things out like they should.  And young children are being used to- to build the whole nation with a new form of slavery and nobody know that America still has salves because they use drug to inflate them.  And they use free labor from them.  And not- and no civil rights person who callin themselves those big spokesmen, the person that they consider the true leadership.  But the true leaders was down there on that bridge that got that uh.. 1965.  The five hundred and twenty-five, or six hundred people that was- that crossed that bridge and tried to- on Bloody Sunday, those was the true leaders in America.  Those the true leaders in America.  Those was the people was the new leadership for America.  But you know what they did.  They said that those people was- had nothing to offer.  But they was wrong.  The- the people did have something to offer.  They just didn’t pay em no attention.  

Q:
Let’s cut.  When Dallas County.  

Timothy Mays:
Well, in 1963.  It was time wherein Dallas County was being a focal point because of an incident that happened here uh.. with uh.. one of the uh.. leaders in Selma.  The Doctor Reverend L. L. Anderson, who had been convicted of uh.. manslaughter in a sense uh.. an accident.  And of course uh.. that brought the community together in mass meetings.  And from that particular incident mass meetings continued and the focus on voter education became apparent.  And so we decided that we would uh.. continue the effort of trying to get people registered to vote.  And during that particular period of time out of some 15,000 eligible black potential voters, there were less than 300 registered.  And so in Dallas County it became a county that uh.. could uh.. really be looked upon as the mecca of a movement that could really focus on uh.. voter registration.  And it was a commitment of mine, uh.. from early on that in my county, my city, which I was born, that now it was an opportunity to get people registered.  And to get the peoples names on the rolls so that they would have an opportunity to participate in the uh.. political affairs of the community and to make a difference.  And so it was that in 1964 we uh.. invited Snick.  The Student Non-violent Coordinated Committee into Selma.  And then Snick was the- the original uh.. the original uh.. organization that really came in.  The Pioneer organization, to uh.. kind a give some leadership in the county area of Dallas to go into the communities and to inform people about uh.. their constitutional right and it was quite uh.. an effort.  Because at that time uh.. it was not a popular position to take.  There were blacks on the plantations.  And of course there was white uh.. plantation owners who were not in accord with blacks becoming registered.  Because the registration of blacks in a county that uh.. had the potential for majority vote, then was not a popular thing even with the- the white uh.. landowners.  And so consequently there was some opposition.  In fact, within the black belt area, you had great opposition in those counties that had a majority potential black uh.. voter population.  And so it was that uh.. we decided that we would uh.. engage in uh.. street demonstrations.  Uh.. We engaged in uhm.. mass meetings in churches.  Uh.. to somewhat drum up the kind of support and the kind of uh.. uh.. courage to go out and face tremendous opposition for the right to vote.  

Q:
Now, I, you know, these were heady times.  Did you ever have a chance to talk to a plantation owner.  I mean, cause I know if I were a kid out there and I’m watching, that some things are, well now, how would these guys express their distaste for this idea that,  you know, black folks are gonna vote now.  I mean, you know.  And yet, cause at the time there had been some changed.  There’d been- Montgomery had happened in the mid-50s.  Some- I mean these guys had to have some sense that the wind of change were blowing. 

Timothy Mays:
Um hm.  Well, they- they might have had that uh.. particular feeling.  But yet, you know, that when you have uh.. been used to a majority rule and that uh.. your particular majority uhm.. of- of complacency that had once ruled the plantation owner was about to now fade, then uh.. you would do all you could do if you were in that uh.. landowner’s position, to make all kind a counter plays to make sure that that didn’t happen.  And so consequently uh.. the uh.. person’s own plantation would not encourage to go and get registered.  In fact, they were told, well, you uh.. work the fields and we’ll go and do the voting.  And so when it was a kind of a- an opposition.  A type of position, when Snick and we went around to the county areas, and we could understand the position of these uh.. landowners, because now we were tampering with the- the brick pillar of their particular political uh.. status.  For getting a majority black population registered.  They would threaten the uh.. white majority, you know, in uh.. in the political arena.  And so consequently we- we had opposition.

Q:
What about the people themselves.  I mean, you know, I’ve had a number of people here over the course of the last couple a days who talked about the kinds of folk you find in Dallas, and Dallas County black folk, who, you know, who.  I mean a lot of people on plantations were obviously not- not afraid and what have you.  But there were a lot a courageous folk out there.  I think somewhere I read that you and other organizers saw this, you knew that this existed, and you knew that ultimately these people would rise up and want to do this, right?

Timothy Mays:
Yes.  Yes.  You know, you had that innate feeling.  That although you were somewhat uh.. en- enslaved on plantations, but you had the inner desire to want to rise up above that condition that you were in.  And to see yourself as uh.. one of the persons in the United States of America who would be free to participate in the political affairs of uh.. your community, of your state, and of your nation.  And it was our overall contention that uh.. the right to vote would be the entrée to actually participating and to uh.. ac- accure the rights that we are talking about.  However, it was my uh.. uhm.. idea before we engaged in this struggle that the- the ultimate goal of the black community would be economic empowerment.  And I could see that the right to vote could be uh.. somewhat of an- an entrance to that particular arena.  The ultimate goal of economic empowerment.  That if the right to vote was secured and we made a maximum use of it, that uh.. people of color who were elected to office, who had a tremendous influence over the community affairs, could then use their influence to help pull other minorities up into positions that would uh.. somewhat spill over into the economic era.  And then cause the black community to be able to stand firm on this economic uh.. level.  Which I thought the ultimate goal.  And the right to vote was only one vehicle to which we- we use in order to gain that particular level of financial support.  

Q:
Now those people at Snick came in.  But ultimately the record reflects, I think, and history reflects, that they were- they did a good job, but they were a little slow.  You wanted something more dramatic.  Didn’t you?

Timothy Mays:
Well, actually uh.. when uh.. Snick came in and uh.. taught uh.. the middle, well in fact in July of 1964, the Circuit Court here issued an injunction against the Dallas County Voter’s League, of which I sat as president, to prohibit uh.. any further mass meetings in churches.  Nor could we congregate on the streets of Selma to discuss the right to vote.  If so, we’ll be arrested.  And so that particular injunction did put a damper on the movement.  It uh.. kind a stalemated the uh.. momentum that had been built up and there was a lull in the movement from July 1964 to December of 1964.  At which time, although during that period of time, we had what we call uh.. 8 people who were dubbed uh.. lately as, known as the courageous 8.  The courageous 8 were those persons who were officers of the Dallas County Voters League, of which I was president.  We would meet although the injunction was enforced, we would meet some time in offices or homes, or churches, to keep the fire burning, so to speak.  And then in December of 1964, we decided we would no longer let that uh.. injunction uh.. keep us from pursuing this right to vote.  And we met in Mrs. Burlington’s house located on Lashley Street here in Selma. And in her living room I signed the official invitation inviting Dr. King and the members of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to come to Selma to further assist us in our quest for the right to vote because Snick had been in her since ’64 and now their resources had dwindled, and there was some philosophical differences at that time.  And consequently in order to revive the kind of momentum that we once had in the movement, then we decided we would then invite the Southern Christian Leadership Conference along with Dr. King.  And so it was December that I signed that invitation.  And we decided that we would meet January the 2nd, 1965, to break that injunction and that we were ready to go to jail again.  And we didn’t meet January the 1st because in Dallas County here, every January the 1st we celebrate the signing of the emancipation proclamation and that- for that program had already been uh.. developed so we decided we would have January the 2nd as a date that we would break that uh.. injunction.  And so we uh.. sent out uh.. notices over the community to all persons who would come to meet at Brown Chapel Church January the 2nd, 3:00 o’clock, with the threat of going to jail, because we were breaking that injunction.  And I remember that day.  The day before it snowed.  And there was some we thought no one would show up on that particular date, but on January the 2nd Brown Chapel Church became filled with those standing on the outside.  Some people were seated in the windows.  And it was a show of great courage, because then they were ready to go to jail if necessary.  And then when the law enforcement agency came around that church that day to observe what was going on because we were breaking that injunction, they saw so many of us.  And I should imagine they surmised that there were too many of us to put in the jail downtown.  Nor could they feed all of us in the jail.  So therefore the injunction became nill and void.  We resumed our mass meetings and then the momentum of the movement uh.. again uh.. took a new turn for uh.. for the better.  And then at that time, I was also president of the Selma City Teacher’s Association.  I was a teacher.  I taught uh.. science and mathematics.  And then president of the Selma City Teacher’s Association it was my privilege to have encouraged teachers who had not been involved in the movement up until that time, to become involved.  And I let them uh.. into the decision uh.. engaging a teachers’ march because teachers at that time represented the largest black professional group in Dallas County.  And they had not been involved in the movement and the Lord had me at the right place, the right time, the right commitment, and so I was able to persuade teachers, the largest black professional group, to engage in what we called the teachers’ march.  January of the 22nd, 1965.  And we left the elementary school from which I attended.  Clark Elementary School.  Came down those steps.  It was next to the project area here.  The George Washington Carver Project area wherein you had many homes in that area.  And then we came down those steps marching double file, there were student who had been arrested because teachers, part of that time, had not been involved.  And they saw for the first time their teacher marching down those steps.  Become involved in that movement.  I saw parents crying.  I saw students who were jumping for joy because now my teacher, who- who teaches me, some teachers who taught me.  In fact, uh.. a teacher that participated in that march was my third grade teacher.

Q:
Is that right?

Timothy Mays:
My second grade teacher.  And although when we met in that building to decide to- to march coming- going to the courthouse.  My second grade teacher came and told me.  She said, come here, boy.  She said, now, I’m not able to walk down to that courthouse, but I’m here to support you.  And said now, and you get through marching you come back here.  That was the greatest inspiration to know that my second grade teacher then was able to give that kind of support.  And so we went down to the county courthouse, marching down to the county courthouse, and when we got to the county courthouse there was the Superintendent of Education, as well as the chairman of the Board of Education, there to persuade me to have the teachers turn and go back to the school.  And I told them that we were there.  We had a right to be there.  We’ve not backened down from the right.  For them to step aside.  And then we went up those steps.  Jim Clark, the vicious sheriff at that time, who had his deputies across the door.  We went up those steps and he indicated that we were making a mockery out of his courthouse.  And therefore we were to uh.. disperse and go back to the school.  And we indicated to him that we were not going back.  We had a right to be in the courthouse.  To see if the Board of Registrars was open.  And it weren’t open because they’re never open on Friday.  But I had sent uh.. a registered letter asking that they be open.  I knew they weren’t gonna be open, but I was trying to get really, for the record, I was trying to get every teacher arrested.  Because I knew if those teachers who had the greatest influence was arrested, then that would give the movement the greater impetence [ph?] it needed at that particular time.  And so we went up those steps the first minute.  He gave us a minute.  And at- at the conclusion of that minute, he jabbed us down the steps and my partner, who was my tenth grade science teacher, came to me and asked me, after being jabbed down those steps, he said, what shall we do?  I said, we are going back.  He said, Hum?  I said, we are going back.  We regrouped and went back up those steps the second time.  And was jabbed down the- the steps after being given one minute.  And he asked me the same question.  I said, we are going back.  Well, he was not used to that kind a thinking, as I was.  But, anyway, we went back up the third time.  And he said, now, if you do not get off a these steps, we will arrest you.  And I said to myself, exactly what I really want you to do.  And so after 45 seconds of that minute had expired, someone came out of the courthouse, inside a the courthouse, out, and got the sheriff.  Took him inside.  And I don’t know what they told him.  But I can imagine they told him, for goodness sake, don’t arrest those teachers.  Because the teachers had the greatest influence in the- in the black community.  And so instead of them coming out and arresting us, as he said he was, he came out and jabbed us down the steps a third time.  And I knew then that we were not going to get arrested that day. So we left the courthouse and went back to Brown Chapel Church, and received a heroes’ welcome from parents and community people, and students.  It was a great day of revival of a great uh.. movement for the right to vote.  And then from that particular day, the movement took, you know, the kind of uh.. upturn and greater participation.  It led then to uh.. the incident in Marion.

Q:
Um hm.  

Timothy Mays:
Wherein Jimmy Lee Jackson was shot in Marion.  And the idea of the outraged uh.. civil rights community the uh.. suggested that we would uh.. Jimmy Lee Jackson body, and put him on the steps of the capital in Montgomery to indicate to the Governor how outraged the community was in uh.. the death of Jimmy Lee Jackson, which represented uh.. the mortal of the voting rights community.  And so therefore the idea of a march from Selma to Montgomery really sprang from that particular incident in Marion, Alabama.  And, of course, it was decided then that since that particular idea was projected, that uh.. it would be taken back to the SCOC Board.  It was adopted, and then Jose William was appointed to uh.. work out the logistics for that march.  And then we decided on- on March the 7th we would then proceed uh.. uh.. from Brown Chapel Church across State Mt. Pellas [ph?] Bridge.  And I remember that day.  As I left the church, it was a- a very momentous day in that uh.. I left uh.. the church that day and uh.. I got to Brown Chapel Church.  And there was this crowd of people around the church.  And uh.. someone suggested.  So now we have uh.. have.  Well at that time was across the bridge, state troopers.  And someone suggested we met in the uh.. pastor’s uh.. parsonage next to Brown Chapel Church, to determine what course we were gonna take.  Somebody suggested well, you might go down Highway 14 to elude uh.. going across that bridge.  But uh.. it was my position and other position that we were not backing down from the right going across that bridge, as we had uh.. indicated.  And so we left Brown Chapel Church double file.  It was my responsibility as president of the uh.. Voters League, knowing of the local ordinance against parading less than 3 feet, I didn’t want ta- didn’t want us to get arrested before we got across the bridge.  And so I made sure that as those marchers left Brown Chapel Church, they were at least three feet apart so that there would not be an excuse to arrest us before we got to the bridge.  And so we went down- at that time, that street was not named, Martin Luther King, Jr. Street, it was named Sylvan Street.  And later on it was named Martin Luther King, Jr. Street.  Down to Alabama Avenue, down to Broad Street, which is the street that leads uh.. straight across the bridge.  And when we got to the bridge, to the apex of that bridge, I looked down on the other side, I saw a sea of blue.  Blue helmets.  Blue state trooper uniform.  Blue state trooper cars.  They were parked parallel on each side of the highway.  I was the state troopers with their billy clubs.  And with their gas masks on.  And that was the leader of the state trooper’s name was uh.. Captain Cloud.  And he gave orders for us to disperse and go back to our homes or the church.  He had orders from the Governor not to allow that march to continue.  And we’d already decided we were not going to turn unless we were turned.  And so, he then gave orders for the state troopers to move in on the marchers with their billy clubs clutched on both ends.  And literally ran down the line of marchers and toppled those uh.. marchers over as if you would- as if you would topple bowling pins in a bowling alley.  They took their billy clubs and then began to beat heads.  And I saw blood flowing.  Pandemonium broke out in the crowd.  And of the state of disbelief that in these United States of America that this was happening.  And then they withdrew and took their gas canisters and lobbed the gas canisters over into the crowd and if you’ve ever been in gas, you have to move out and try to catch some fresh air.  And so then the marchers moved to the east side of that highway.  And there they came back in about 30 minutes back to the highway.  Because they were in the field behind uh.. the mattress company there.  And when they came back from behind that field, to the highway, back to Highway 80, the state troopers had formed their parallel line.  And we had to march back through their parallel line, going back to the highway.  But then, the state troopers did not inflict any additional punishment.  But at the end of the state trooper line, was what we called the sheriff posse.  These were men on horseback who were deputized by the sheriff.  And they had these long billy sticks on horses and they were pursuing us on horseback as if they were going to run over us, still beating heads and shoulders.  And people as we ran back across the bridge, on the way back to Brown Chapel Church.  Oh, yes, I got beaten.  And we got back to Brown Chapel Church, those of us who were able to get back.  There were those who were on the highway still injured.  And they then allowed the ambulance to come in to about 30 minutes later.  But anyway, getting back to Brown Chapel Church.  I uh.. looked into those eyes of the people who- who eyes I’d looked into many days before then, and I saw a question mark.  And that question mark was whether or not we should pursue the non-violent uh.. uh.. course of action from that point forward.  And then while being in that sanctuary, in Brown Chapel sanctuary, I had scripture, I read scripture, had prayer, tried to give whatever comfort I could to those who had gotten back to Brown Chapel.  But then while sitting there the telephone rang in the pastor’s study.  And I answered the phone.  It was Dr. King.  He called me from Atlanta.  And he was being facetious.  He- he was not here but he was in Atlanta and he’d heard about what has happened.  He said, Mr. President, he always called me Mr. President, because he was always amazed at uh.. me being president of the Teachers Association, as well as the Dallas County Voters League, and leading the movement.  He said, Mr. President, I heard that you had a little trouble down in Salem.  I said, Dr. King that’s a understatement you’re making.  I said we’ve had a lot of trouble here.  And uh.. he said, I sent out a call over the nation to invite uh.. ministers and those persons who would, come to Selma to lend their bodies and their assistance to the people of Selma, and while in that sanctuary that night, about 10 o’clock, a group came from New Jersey who had chartered a plane, probably at the time from New Jersey, came to Montgomery, and got a bus from Montgomery and came to Selma, walked in Brown Chapel Church that night.  We were still there.  And said we have seen on the television screen what happened across that bridge today.  We heard the call of Dr. King and we’re here to lend our bodies and our assistance to the people of Selma.  That was one a the most exhilarating and expiring moments of that day.  But then you had the feeling that there were those who were concerned about the struggle that uh.. we were engaged in.  And from that particular time I looked into the same eyes of people who eyes I looked into many days before then, and I saw a renewed feeling of hope in their eyes.  I saw a renewed commitment then to even be ready go out now.  And to face whatever the challenge might be as the kind of encouragement they received from those people who came.  And then Selma became what I call an ecumenical gathering of all races, all nationalities, all religion, came to Selma and then people who were citizens of Selma opened their doors and allowed visitors to sleep in their beds.  They slept on floors.  It was a great feeling of camaraderie.  A feeling that there was yet an opportunity to deal with a thing that had happened in these United States of America that could bring a birth, a new birth, to a race of people who had been denied, particularly of the right to vote.  And so from that day on, then we decided that we would proceed with the march.  And so there was a turn around march.  Dr. King came back the Tuesday following.  There was a turn around march.  A march to the- to this point of confrontation across the bridge.  And there were those who wanted him to proceed on to Montgomery.  But he had uh.. he had noticed that uh.. the federal government, the federal courts, rather, would uh.. want to hold a hearing to determine whether or not we had the right to march down Highway 80 or not.  And so we were under injunction now by the federal courts.  And therefore we had to wait and so he turned that march around, what we call the turn around Tuesday.  And then, waiting for the courts to hold that hearing to determine our uh.. ability to march across 
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