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 Gwen Patton / Tape CD 12

 Q:  Kinda final words.  A lot of folks are gonna come to this site, this installation, as—

Gwen Patton:  There’s one other thing too.  Uh.. I don’t know how you can fit it in.  Uh.. As to why we did not have a lotta white people in Alabama as we had in Mississippi and uh.. again goin’ back earlier because we thought the character of Alabama was different uh.. and number two when some white people did come to survey, SNCC people or SNCC light people, to survey Alabama they always came to Tuskegee ‘cause Tuskegee was like the R&R.  We had just commanded that.  That was the- the--what do you call--a command post and- uh.. and I had the- the responsibility to bring them up to Lawrence County and as we passed through Montgomery County in- into Lawrence County—I mean it had to be around August or September ‘cause the cotton was high, very high and then-, you know, and- and the b- bolls had pop-, you know, had opened—and they were oohin’ and aahin’ and aahin’ and oohin’ about how beautiful this- this just acres and acres and miles and miles of this cotton and they were commenting on the whiteness and the purity and- and so it looked like clouds and, you know, and- and about to go into what I consider one of those romantic poet uh.. uh.. to a water fowl.  You know, Longfellow wrote that.  You know, uh.. whatever and so I didn’t say anything and we came on to Dallas and then we went back and when the SNCC people asked me I said no and you can’t bring them here and they said why and I said no, Lord.  I said these folks have no depth and no perspective about what it means to be black in the South and when I look at cotton all I could see are the kids out of school in August ‘cause they gotta pluck it and all of September.  You know, they- uh.. they- they are out of school in March ‘cause they gotta plant it.  You know, they’re out of school in- in – in between in April and May because they got to hoe and chop weeds and they’re comin’ down here with this little romantic nonsense, you know, and all of that.  We went and I- no, they cannot come here and I said and not only can white folks not come here, we’re not gonna have any black folks comin’ up in here tellin’ folks what to do.  You know, we’re not gonna have it.  We know how to run a mimeograph machine.  We got a mimeograph machine at Tuskegee Institute.  We can produce what we need and if we can’t it will not be done.  We’re not gonna have anybody controllin’ any- and I think I might have used the word technology ‘cause there was a big thing around the mimeograph machine, you know, you know, ‘cause we would do our little handmade leaflets and the next thing we know somebody would run someplace and had rewritten it, re- restructured it and everything and mimeographed it.  Well, we had all of that at Tuskegee.  We had liberated Tuskegee as the command post and we were in control of that and Tuskegee also might have had a lot to do with the- the race consciousness uh.. of the students.

Q:  The theme that goes through our talk today from you has been this notion about what it means to be black in this environment and this culture, from a historical perspective the folk were courageous.  A lot of people coming to this are gonna be young folk and there need to be, there should be, there could be takeaways from this film and from these exhibits for these kids ‘cause all of these things are opportunities for us to determine who we are. 

<crew talk>

Q:  Talk to me a little bit about this history, this experience.  You were a young person durin’ the course of all of this and what about our kids today.  I try and make these museum things, these things I do, inspirational for our kids.  You see what I’m saying?  What have you got to say for me about that?

Gwen Patton:  Uhm.. A couple of things.  This is not original from me but I heard it from a young woman uh.. named Abel Mabel (ph?) Thomas who was a young college student and ran in ’84 for the state legislature and she says you are the leaders you’ve been waiting for.  Well, that was a reality for us in the ‘60s.  We as young people, as young as high-school age, junior high--we had junior high school—somehow we were imbued with the notion that we were the leaders we have been waiting for and we grabbed that tiger by the tail and said we’re gonna move and fight, you know, for our- for our--  It wasn’t--  See, another thing happened too in our brain uh.. or in our consciousness uh.. that took us away from paternalism that it was in our self-interests for our people to have the right to vote and young people and that led and even after some discussion, you know, why are we fighting for other folks to have the right to vote when we at 18 can’t even vote yet they can draft us.  So it was in- in our self-interest that we become a part of this movement and not from some paternalistic do-gooder kind of thing.  Also it was close.  It was our mamas and our daddies and our grandparents and our aunts and our uncles, you know, uh.. uh.. as well as us and see, we suffered the indignities too.  You know, we couldn’t try on shoes, we couldn’t put on a hat and all that foolishness uh.. ‘cause, you know, racism is an illness.  You know, it’s a real serious mental problem and uh.. has to be struggled with and so I think that’s what it was.  We saw our own selves as our own leaders workin’ in concert with other people in like minds and willing to listen to the elders ‘cause as we said listen to the people, never underestimate, and also we were not fighting to refute anything.  It w--  Our struggle was not about refutation as I find today and what they’re tryin’ to call movement.  It’s a refutation of what has gone by.  Uh.. Our movement was an affirmation and I think if the young people can get into this affirmation I am somebody, you know, uh.. I think the- the culture will change, the music will change and the attitude.  I had the privilege uh.. this past Monday to speak at Medgar Evers College and- uh.. and eh.. students and high school and college kids and I was very impressed because I think something is happening.  I didn’t get questions like why would you all do this, why did you all.  That used to be, you know--  These questions on Monday and I’ve s- written a short piece where how do I continue this, how do I work in my community uh.. against the dope and the doo doo.  It was the how, not the why, so that said to me that these- these young people today are uh.. movin’ to another level so but again you are the leaders you have been waiting for.

<crew talk>

Q:  Selma to Montgomery interviewee Timothy Mays, tape 12.  

<crew talk>

Q:  There were a lot of young people involved in the movement activities here.  How old were you when you got hooked up with SNCC or any of those characters?

Timothy Mays:  Uh.. I got hooked up at SNCC when I was uh.. 19 years old and what happened I had watched the civil-rights movement uh.. every since uh.. and a 2-year-old had been killed in Mississippi and I watched how his mother, Mamie, through JET magazine, had handled that situation and it did something to me and I was in high school and I always watched uh.. what happened to Miss Rosa Parks and others in this civil-rights movement and when Dr. King house was b- bombed in Montgomery I realized that I was just not goin’ to sit back and become a part of the do-nothin’ committee, that I would join some organization and make a difference in America.

Q:  Look back for me just a second.  

<crew talk>

Q:  I remember the Emmitt Till murder myself and I remember exactly what you remember ‘cause we got JET and Ebony in our household and I remember how strong his mother was and how pointed she was in her criticism of who murdered her child.

Timothy Mays:  Right, and she want to show the world what the uh.. Klan persons had done to that and when I saw the deteriorated body it stuck with me of a 14-year-old boy who whistled at a white woman and they did him and mutilated his body like that and it just stuck in my head and I didn’t talk about it but I carried it with me and then when I was in high school periodically I would go to Montgomery and I would slip away from home and participate in some of the civil-rights activities but I couldn’t discuss it with nobody at home because I didn’t want my mother and father to know that I was gettin’ involved but I was just that involved.  What was odd about it and when I graduated from high school I went to Mississippi and worked in the Mississippi projects and there n- near Meridian and Mr. Young where the freedom house were we was waiting on the three civil-rights workers who was coming there which was Michael Cheney, James Cheney, and Bobby Goodson who was uh.. workers that I knew with SNCC.  I had joined up and we was waiting on them June 21 and the first thing that we thought of uh.. in office is that the Klan had got ‘em and they was killed and we would never see ‘em no more.  Well, we never thought that the sheriff there would be the person to get ‘em and deliver ‘em to the Klan and kill them.  Well, it didn’t scare me.  It bothered me more and that night, uh.. June 21, when it happened I don’t think I slept not a wink and I could just see their faces, white- one white boy, one Jewish boy and one black boy.  That’s the way I was lookin’ at it and I was sayin’ to myself that there is something in there, one for the Father, one for the Son and one for the Holy Ghost.  This is gonna bring a change in America and I said it’s bad that they would have to lose their lives and I was laying down in my sleepin’ bag.  Then when I got up the next day I told the SNCC workers that I was workin’ with I says, you know, I need to go home and see my parents because I’m not sure that I will be living I said because I might get in one of these white cars and we go out to ________ the people and I might not come back and I just want to say in a quiet way __________.  Well, I worked in the project all that summer.  Then that fall I started to college at Alabama State University.  Well, I knew that I shouldn’t a have done that because in Montgomery SNCC opened up an office up there on the corner of High and Jackson and there was Larry Fox, Fred Meley, (ph?) Willie Ricks, m- a white girl by the name of Melissal--I forgot her uh.. l- last name,-- Doris Smith, myself, Dorothy Frazier.  We was workin’ in--  Uh.. We- We started workin’ at our office from Alabama State school and I started organizin’ students on the camp- on the campus for SNCC along with Willie Ricks.  It was- It was funny.  So by spring we were still coming down to Selma here dealin’ with the voter registration project and the Selma uh.. people here in the community, uh.. Miss Brown and- uh.. and Reverend uh.. Reese and them that- uh.. that eh.. improvement association.  Being that I- I was young I didn’t do too much talkin’ to older folks.  I would come into the uh.. house which was up on the corner of- of--  Uh.. There was a drugstore there across the corner from the- from the freedom house and I used to walk over there and they would just sit down and discuss things that we were doin’ and then we would go backwards and then forward and then uh.. Willie Ricks had a car, one of the SNCC’s cars, and he would take me back to the campus and I was living on the campus at Alabama State at that time.  What was- What was funny about it is that we wanted to do something that would change America and SNCC people that was workin’ here along with the uh.. Stokeley Carmichael and the rest of ‘em and Stokeley had moved here d- uh.. down in this area from Greenwood, Mississippi, from the Mississippi projects.  Well, Stokeley and I became very good friends.  I invited him to come out to Lawrence County.  I says well, you know, that there weren’t but one person voting in Lawrence County and he died in 1948.  He says uh.. who was that.  I says my grandfather, Ed Mays.  I said everything is Ed Mays.  I says you go over to the Hanover (ph?) courthouse Ed Mays is still voting and he had been dead ever since 1948.  I born in 1944.  I says do that make sense.  Stokeley laughed.  He says are you serious.  I says I’m serious.  I said I’ll tell you what.  Come out to Lawrence County.  I says we could get a movement started I said ‘cause those people down there is ready for something and we marched across that bridge.  That’s the reason today when people say let’s bow our head and pray I would not bow and I would not close my eyes because when we was there there was about 525 to 600 of us that Sunday which was March 7, 1965, after we had marched across that bridge Willie Ricks had gave me an American flag and told me I would carry that flag.  Well, I thought he was there.  He was not there.  He pushed me off into the movement, brought me down here that Saturday night, left me in the freedom house, told me what I was gonna do and then when I looked for him and I was wonderin’ how am I gonna get back on Alabama State campus.  Well, Ricks came after we done got our head cracked, picked me up, took me back on the campus.  I had to tell the students on the campus what had happened.  It was a- a funny escapade that took place down there on- on- on the foot of that bridge.  When John Lewis and Bob Manns (ph?) and the rest of ‘em was all up front and Jose William, (ph?) they was up front and most of the cameras was eh.. basically on them folks who was up front.  We lined up two by two.  There was a lotta people across this country said that they was there on March 7.  I know they weren’t.  So many people who have lived and died and who have been political hustlers with the movement and have gotten- built careers and said that they was down here in Selma on March 7, 1965, I know they was not in _________ ‘cause you know what.  We lined ‘em up and just about at two by two you can look in everybody’s face and I know who face was there and my face happened to have been there but the cameras was basically interested in who was up front.  So the little people that was way back in the back really didn’t count but it took every one of them to make up the numbers that was tryin’ to march from Selma to Montgomery when you- the governor of the state said it would never happen said that if it happened it would be over his dead body.  Well, we wanted to make sure that his body was dead ‘cause we was determined to do just what he said wasn’t gonna be done.  So they beat us, they gassed us, they ran us back.  I went back on the campus, organized the campus, told the students about it, closed uh.. Alabama State down.  Dorothy Frazier, Timothy Mays, Darrell McKent, (ph?) Willie Ricks, Larry, George Mealey, (ph?) uh.. Jose William.(ph?)  These are the people that came to Alabama State campus to help Dr. King in the Montgomery.  Eh.. If it hadn’t a been for the students at Alabama State they probably wouldn’t a never completed the march because in Montgomery the students closed Alabama State down and got in the streets and they went with Dr. King and Jose and them on March 17 to get the injunction from uh.. Jerry Johnson to complete the march and some of us got beat up on the corner of Brenich.  (ph?)  Seventeen students got hurt in Montgomery on the corner of Brenich (ph?) and Adams.  I was one of those same students who had also got hit down here but I wasn’t hurt that bad.  I was just knocked down and I held onto the- that American flag and I carried the American flag with me so when I was in Montgomery marching eh.. I still had that flag because that flag--  I knew that I was not a citizen of these United States and if we became citizens of these United States that the American flag would symbolize citizenship and I knew that in my immediate family members of my family, uh.. Mrs. Viola Smith, who was a second cousin where Tent City- the land where Tent City is today was part of her land which was a part of the Mays family members, the Robertsons and the Mays and all of us was tied together and all of us worked together and she was a Moll (ph?) before she was a Smith so uh.. the family were tied together.  My mother was a- a Moll (ph?) from her maiden name and the Mays and the Molls (ph?) was large planters and I kinda understood the whole context of that.  My father, Mr. Frank Mays, who was uh.. related to old man Billy Lee Mays from __________ College.  Uh.. I knew that if we got into anything that we would get out because there’s one thing that Dr. Mays always could do is put the money on the table and I didn’t care who- where he got it he got it and we used it and when everybody got in jail I always got out.  I was the first person to hit the ground because I knew that they was gonna put up that money to get me.  I knew that so it didn’t bother me.  Uh.. One of the things that happened in the t- with the Tent City thing when the planters there put the people off their plantation at Tent City Mrs. Viola Smith and my mother and my dad and eh.. them was all t- grandfather was all tied together.  They talked her into lettin’ the people have that land where Tent City were and Stokeley and the rest of ‘em had gone to New York to do fund raises and along with the NAACP and the SCOC and them they bought the tents and on Christmas Eve we were settin’ up the tents on New Year’s Eve to be exact for these people to move in which was about 20 families that the white people put off their plantations simply because they wanted to register to vote.  That was a problem.  It- It was a problem but it was a good problem ‘cause we eh.. even saw that as a way to move America forward.  SNCC down on Mr. Jackson plantation, Mr. Matthew Jackson, had the freedom house and I could remember having meetings there with different folks who would come out of Atlanta.  One of the first persons to come into Lawrence County to do voter registration was Scott Lee Smith, Stokeley Carmichael, Judy Richardson, and Bob Manns.  (ph?)  Bob would be more out than in but he was there.  I have to give Bob what’s due ‘cause Bob did that and then there was the locals.  I w- I was- uh.. I was a part of SNCC and I kinda knew my way around.  Uh.. Mr. William Cosby, Mr. Frank Harrison Jr.  S-- Mr. Frank Harrison had the first meeting at his place.  It was called Bud Harrison place which is right down from where my mother live on Lawrence County 23 uh.. they had the first meeting there w- with Mr. Mallo, (ph?) uh.. Mr. Cosby, Mr. Matthew Jackson, Mr. ________ McGear, (ph?) Mr. W. C. Harrison, Mr. Pitney, (ph?) Mr. uh.. Johnson.  They all was the power s- struggle, uh.. the power base in the community, in the Whitehall (ph?) community.  So they came and they had this first meeting and they decided that we would put together a civil rights movement <clears throat> there in the county.  Scott Lee and Stokeley and then oh, I left out Will- Will Rogers.  Will Rogers and Jimmy and Ruby Sears, they came, and then we had something goin’.  We had people goin’ out and registering people to vote, talkin’ ‘em in to really get out to register to vote and it had created a problem.  It created a problem for white folks because in Lawrence County i- it was known for Ku Klux Klan.  Miss Viola Liuzzo had gotten killed the previous year.  We knew that we had to do something after the march from Selma to Montgomery.  The Mr. Hammer, (ph?) who was the probate judge, Mr. Hewlett, (ph?) became the first president of the Lawrence County Human Rights Organization and Mr. Hewlett (ph?) did fine.  Uh.. He became the chairman for uh.. the Lawrence County Freedom Organization and the reason we did that because we decided that we would run candidates for every office in the county.

Q:  That’s what Gwen Patton was saying that the thing in Lawrence County became not that, you know, obviously it was important that if we’re gonna register to vote we need to vote but then the question got to be who are we gonna vote for.

Timothy Mays:  The point is we c- the- the Democratic party in Alabama would not allow blacks to qualify.  When blacks decided that they wanted to become a part of the political process in Lawrence County they upped the fees in Lawrence County.  Then Stokeley Carmichael, because of what had happened down in Mississippi with the Mississippi d- uh.. Freedom Party, decided that we would establish our own party and then he convinced Mr. Hewlett and all of the people in the Lawrence County Christian movement that we needed to have our own party and have our own candidates.  I thought that was the best thing that ever happened since they had gave Jesus to us where I was concerned because in the background of my mind as a little child I always couldn’t understand that the majority of the people in Lawrence County was black and why the white folks didn’t even allow the black folks to vote and then- and the ones that went there and tried to register to vote--  How many bubbles in a bar of soap, how many watermelon- how many seeds in a watermelon, and if you told ‘em there was 300 w- uh.. watermelon seeds he- uh.. the white man would say 301 and your answer would be wrong.  They did that in that county.  Uh.. You had that kind of problem.  How many bubbles in a bar of soap.  I tell ya I was asked that same question when I registered in Lawrence County.  The answer to the clerk were if you bo the- blow the bubbles and I sit and count ‘em I could tell you but if you d- don’t know uh.. I don’t know.  Get a bar of soap and you blow the bubbles and I count ‘em.  That’s what I told the clerk and she says you’re a smart nigger, aren’t you.  I says well, I went to school, I supposed to be, I supposed to be a smart nigger, you know.  That’s what my p – people are sendin’ me to school to be a smart nigger and they continued to do that.  So we- we- we- we put the party together.  I can remember uh.. Mr. Matthew Jackson, Mr. _________ McGear (ph?), Mr. Hewlett, William McGear (ph), William McGear (ph?), Gardenia White, Gardenia White.  Who is Gardenia White?  Have you ever heard of her?  Gardenia White is the person that sued after- after they would not pick a jury uh.. that reflected the county after they uh.. let the Ku Klux Klan free after killin’ Miss Viola Liuzzo ‘cause they didn’t allow blacks to sit on the jury.  So Gardenia sued the- the state and the county to make sure that blacks could get on the jury and that was Mrs. Rosa Steele.  Mrs. Rosa Steele, the place- the second night after the march from Selma to Montgomery, they stayed at Mrs. Rosa Steele’s place.  That was her granddaughter that sued the state to do that.  Now you’re still talkin’ about family.  I mean I’m not gonna tell you how.  Eh.. One of the- One- One of the things that if it hadn’t a been for the strong black men and black women in Lawrence County that this nation wouldn’t have never changed.  It was from Lawrence County where Willie Ricks would run around in the community and holler ___________, black power.  Then he went on the Meredith march and he did ___________, black power, and the media picked it up and Stokeley started hollerin’ _____________, black power, and the media picked it up and it scared America to death.  Uhm.. The foundation of America got scared because durin’ that time in this country do you know that there was very few blacks holding public office in this country f- as far as representation?  We had one senator.  We have nine today so have we progressed or have we digressed?  So you can look at that.  You had Senator Brooks.  Adam Clayton Powell was very outspoken.  Adam Clayton Powell was very outspoken.  Adam Clayton Powell was unique, was my hero when it came down to somebody in politics.  Adam Clayton Powell was my hero.  I watched every move he made and when the news came on- a news r- uh.. clipping came I kept it, I read it, ‘cause I understood the concept of where we needed to be and where we were at that time.  Stokeley Carmichael--  We put together a think tank down on Mr. Jackson plantation as to how we was goin’ to change America.  We did.  We established here the Lawrence County Freedom Organization, the only organization in America, and used the symbol of the black panther.  Did you know what the black panther symbolized, why the black panther roar in Lawrence County?  For too long we was out there in the forest and nobody come to feed us, to see about us, to even know that we was there and we was a full-grown cat and we decided that we would get up and roar and when we roared the whole nation heard us.  In fact, the foundation of America shook because they didn’t understand the concept of black power but we wanted to share in the political process in this country which we was locked out of and I’m not talkin’ about just the few people that lived in Lawrence County.  I’m talkin’ about the people that lived in this nation was locked out and the people with SNCC understood that and that’s the reason we got the kind of changes that we got in America and that’s the reason we got the mayors.  How many people have been elected governors?  Black people, you know, they get all kinds of degrees, they go to all kinds of universities and how many h- get degrees in areas and can do these things of expertise and can’t use it simply because of their skin color.  We knew about that.  We knew that a degree didn’t make you no better off than a person that didn’t have one.  We still know that.  That w- That’s- That- That was a problem.  It is a problem in this country today as I sit here today and say that.  That’s still a problem in this country.  It don’t make no difference uh.. about that.  The skin color still hold you back.  It has nothin’ to do with what’s in your head.  It has somethin’ to do with just color.  If you removed this color and became pale, you could be anything you wanted to in America today but it doesn’t happen that way.  It- It wasn’t happenin’ 38 years ago, 37 years ago, and it hasn’t happened too much in America.  We allowed a few blacks to get in control and run things.  Look at the- the mayor in Washington, Mayor Berry.  Look what happened to him.  They put a mold in the system after getting him elected as the mayor and look how much money was in control in the uh.. D.C. area.  You think about that.  Well, we already knew that.  Marion Berry was one of the SNCC’ers.  Keep that in mind.  So we already knew about Marion.  We knew how Marion thought, we knew how Stokeley Carmichael thought, we knew how Rapp Brown thought, we knew how Cortland Co- Cox thought, we knew how uh.. uh.. Jennifer Lautison (ph?) thought because she did a book for us for on the Black Panther party.  We understood that.  We was there.  We were sitting in the same room.  We know the power thirst that was in that room.  Then the movement, then the people came and there was a change in America.  The change came.  It became individualized.  Me, me, me, me, me, me, me, me, I, I, I, I, I, I.  Divide and conquer.  Once we had a problem with the rope.  Then came after the movement- after the movement ended August 6, 1965, that phase of the movement really ended.  Then we started dealin’ with the economic part.  We started talkin’ about brick houses in Lawrence County, co-ops, and buildin’ business- b- businesses and participating in politics.  Then uh.. uh.. wh- white America stopped and looked and said look, these blacks are not just talkin’ about registerin’ and vote- and votin’ for white folks, they are talkin’ about voting and buildin’ a power base in their community.  What we got to do, we got to play ‘em against each other.  They did that.  They told people what you don’t do you don’t listen to what Stokeley Carmichael say no mo, you don’t listen to what John Lewis say no mo, he’s a liberal, he’s conservative.  So what they did they took words and they separated us and they put us into fighting at each other and left the economic- left us out of the economic part of it ‘cause what we forgot that when we identified black power we forgot that power was an economic thing rather than a mine and an individual thing.  We forgot that.  Then all of us split up and we went different ways.  Then what happened to the movement?  What happened to the Lawrence County Freedom Organization?  I was the last person in Lawrence County to run under the Lawrence County Freedom Organization.  I ran for superintendent of schools there.  Mr. Hewlett along with John Kennedy’s group wanted to do away with the Lawrence County Freedom Organization because it was something that black folks had done on their own.  So they came in and they got Mr. Hewlett to do away with something that h- he had built that could a gave him an economic base and gave the black people in that community a economic base and he told ‘em they needed to come over to the Democratic party.  So they created a national Democratic party under Dr. John Cash.(ph?)  Dr. John Cash (ph?) uhm.. came in and the first candidates that was elec- elected in Lawrence County, Mr. Hewlett was one of ‘em, under the National Democratic Party of Alabama which was put together by the Kennedys to decipher (ph?) and do away and destroy what the black people had built because they had wanted to lead in with no image of themselves.  So what they did they did away with the Lawrence County Freedom Organization, an organization that was built by black people and the very people that built it turned around and was scared of what they had built.  I’m talkin’ about Mr. Hewlett.  I was the last person to run under that party and I never seen people fight me so in my life.  They says he believes in that party, we need to get rid of it.  Why?  Why do you need to get rid of something you built?  Why what you built is no longer good enough for you?  It was gonna serve the same purpose.  The only difference your emblem was a black panther.  Are you scared of a black panther?  So what you do you go and you get eagle and you couldn’t- eh.. and you can’t even see it.  A eagle can see.  A eagle can see a long ways.  A eagle can see farther than any other animal.  I understand that no animal have the sight of an eagle.  Well, it was very short and the first tax collector, Alma Miller, was elected in Lawrence County and Mr. Hewlett, a few people on the board of education and if you turn around and you look at Lawrence County today is Lawrence County any better off today than any other place in America?  Could have been but what they did they sold out and I will say that the Kennedy family helped Mr. Hewlett to do it.  They gave him free land, free houses.  That’s what I was told and we killed off the togetherness we had.  Down here in Selma we had uh.. a farm organization that worked in the whole black-belt area growin’ cucumbers and stuff and it was called SWA ___, Southwest Alabama Co-Op.  It was put together by the Kennedys and all the people here.  They did it for a while and then they did away with it.  Under this organization it was supposed to build an economic base.  They started with corn.  The ethyl uh.. gas that we use today started on the SWA___ whereby they took corn to make gasoline.  They did it right here in the black belt.  They was gonna build a economic base but they realized that there was potential for growth here in the- here in the- in this area.  So what’d they do?  They pretend that they wanted to help the masses of the poor people in the black belt but they didn’t because what they did they came and used the Democratic party and took the minds of the people and destroyed it here in the black belt which uh.. I feel caused a real problem.

Q:  I’m listening carefully and you gave me a chronicle that might say impact upon a young person today who would come to this museum and ______________ this as being kind of bleak.

Timothy Mays:  True, but, you know, w- one of the things that I’m going to say--  Come Saturday it will be 40 years since President Kennedy was assassinated and I can remember that day.  Coming from school on the bus I had one of these little transistor radios and I was listenin’ so I stood up on the bus and I told everybody I said oh, uh.. President Kennedy been shot and then a little while later they said he was dead and then I said to myself well, if they did that to President Kennedy they’ll do it to anybody and then they started sayin’ why do you say that and I said ‘cause they will.  I said if they kill the President and he’s supposed to have all the security in the world around him because we knew that what would- had happened—I did—with the- the standoff with Cuba and Castro and like Kennedy uh.. t- uh.. John Kennedy was an- eh.. an image _________.  When I looked at him I didn’t see a white man or a black man, I saw a President who touched the inner fiber in me as a young person that was givin’ me hope.  Like it was- uh.. it was- it was like you moved from Eisenhower--
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