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 M. Leah Lawson, John Jackson / CD 6

<Crew Talk> 

Q: You had a couple of thoughts go.

M. Leah Lawson: I can't remember, I lost my train of thought.

<Crew Talk> 

M. Leah Lawson: I know you just want me to talk about from Selma to Montgomery, but I participated in everything.  I went to Birmingham, they holds us down, the fireman holds us down with a fire hose, which just are on the street.  You know, I-- I had never been treated like that before, I thought it was bad in Montgomery, but when we went to Selma and Bo Carter [ph?] set those firemen on us.

Q: You mean Birmingham.

M. Leah Lawson: I mean yeah Birmingham, uh.. and Bo Carter set those firemen on us, that’s the worst thing that I had gone through.  Uhm.. but then I remember those poor little girls that died in Birmingham.  That didn't happen to be when you kill children that’s one of the worst things you could do.  Uhm.. and then they tried to get those men out of, you know, two years ago, we was having uh.. Alabama Christian Association in Montgomery and uhm.. the judge made a ruling that, I believe his name was Cherry, he was not competent to stand trial.  We went into recession, we still have not finished that meeting <laughs>, and we all got in our cars and drove to Birmingham, when we got finished the jury sent him to a psychiatrist, then, only then, did he say the man was competent to stand trial, but we had to go there, if they had taken us.  We had said if he came back and said again that this guy was a-- was not competent to stand trial, we was going to Birmingham and-- and uh.. we were gonna protest, we were gonna shut down every store there, just like we did in Montgomery.  You remember Alabama State University on Turkey Day, they uh.. we used to march from Alabama State University uhm.. downtown, they used to buy a lot o’ material from the people downtown, but that year they didn't, and I don't know who was-- I don't know if Riley [ph?], I don’t know Fullner [ph?], I can't remember who was the mayor at that particular time, but anyway they wouldn't let-- let Alabama State have that parade downtown.  We didn't care, because they marched from Alabama State around in the black neighborhood, that was fine, it was fine.  Uhm.. 

Q: So you’ve seen a lot of change?

M. Leah Lawson: A lot, a lot o’ change.

Q: After all the changes you’ve seen what's been the most safisfying?

M. Leah Lawson: Significant?

Q: Yes, significant.

M. Leah Lawson: Well we can eat where we want to now, we can stay in the motel where we want to, uh.. we can go to practically any place we want go, go to all the school, any school we want to go to now, where we couldn’t.  We had uhm.. only three schools here in Alabama-- Alabama, any of ‘em uh.. Tuskegee University, Alabama State University, those are the only three schools that the blacks could attend, I'm talking about post, the black could attend here in Alabama, until all these things took place.  Now our children and grandchildren can uhm.. go to any school they want to go to, all they got to do is have the grade, have the money.  If you got the grade you don’t need the money, because I made the grade, like I-- I had all scholarship, so that’s all a child has to do nowadays, study hard, make good grades and you get a good scholarship and could go to any school you want to.  That was my main reason for having to leave here to complete my education, because I could not go to the University of Alabama, it was not accepted.  So I had to go up north.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: You know what this is for and you know what it celebrates, the whole experience of the Voting Rights effort here in these counties, final words, final thoughts, final impressions?

M. Leah Lawson: It gave my parents a right to vote, even though they was well educated, they-- they couldn't vote, so it gave them a right to vote and a lot o’ black people and you only had a very few black people, even teachers would go down to vote and they wouldn't let them vote or they’d-- what did they tell me, if you could not uhm.. if you could not uh.. what was the Constitution, something they had, I can't remember now that they were pushed before the blacks, and say you gotta-- gotta quote this, if you can't quote it then you can't vote, which was all wrong.  And you had whites that would go there and couldn't read or write that could vote.  So a lot of change, I have seen a lot of change and I hope it continues to change.  And uhm.. you know, all whites are not alike, because had it not been for the whites we wouldn't have been able to get where we are today.  It had-- I know of two whites uhm.. myself there was a lot of whites that gave money under the table, because they didn't want their friends to know they was helping us, because we as blacks didn't have money.  But I know Miss Duro [ph?], and they threatened her so many times, she owned a business, she and her husband, in Montgomery, the two of ‘em, ____________ service uh.. she told them “You can threaten me all you want to, you can kill me, but you will not stop the cause because I have put all my money in the cause, it's gonna go on.”  And also I believe Dr. Tackessly’ [ph?] father and-- and they weren’t-- weren’t the only two, but the others did not want their friends to know that they was helping us, but it had not been for them we wouldn't be where we are today.  And, you know, I must say this, I have a lot o’ white friends, a lot o’ white friends, you know, I'm Lutheran and my bishop would not ever stand for anybody in the Lutheran Church to say anything about blacks.  Uhm.. I remember I used to serve on the city council in Atlanta, was the first black to serve, and I went out all over-- all over the country for the Lutheran Church.  And we was in Atlanta and they took us out to eat, and we had this white minister and I just couldn't believe, I could not believe what I heard.  He was sitting where you are sitting, and I'm sitting here, it was at the Spaghetti House, and he said “You know, we went to this place and all these niggers uh.. all these niggers they are, you know,” and my bishop looked at him, Bishop Scuro [ph?] would say “What did you say?” <laughs>, and this man had a very big job, do you not know they took it away from him.  He was not only just a minister, he would go around to different areas, he was in charge of the money that Lutheran Churches got, but they took that position away from him.  Uh.. Lutheran, they don’t stand for-- they-- they say there's no room for prejudice, every Sunday in church that’s what my pastor preach, there's no room for prejudice, we are a just society.  He said “Look at me, you call me white, I'm not white, I'm color,” but he said he left his parents when he met his friend in college, she was Lutheran, his parents primitive Baptist, I don’t know if you know what that is, they wash their feet.  And his father and grandfather, very prejudiced, and they call him the black sheep of the family because he left their flock and came to Lutheran, they told him he's the black sheep of the family because there he is uhm.. pastoring a integrated church.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: We're hopeful that this museum experience and this film would be really important for kids to see, young men and women, black, white.

M. Leah Lawson: You know, that’s what I was thinking, you know, that’s what I was thinking when I participated in the Civil Rights movement, that I was trying to make it better for everyone.  But I don’t think-- in some ways it has, in some ways it has not, because our young people continue to get into trouble, and uhm.. and I think about is this what I marched for, blister on my feet, holes or water splattering me all over the street <laughs>, me and drew guards on me with this, I don’t think so.  But still I'm glad I was able to participate, I wouldn't have missed it for the world, even if I had lost my life, because a lot of people did, and I feel sorry for those families, I will never forget, I will never forget.  Because, you know, when we marched from here to Montgomery and uh.. St. Jude let us stay on that campus all night, the next day all the white doctors pulled their patients out of St. Jude, and all of those who were able to go home, they sent them home, and all of those who were not able to go home, they sent them to the white hospital, that’s when the black doctors took over and it became Fairview Medical Center.  And I thought doctors can't beat you, no because we take that Hippocratic Oath to serve any and everybody no matter where, no matter who.  But then when they did that I kinda lost faith in what I had been taught, you know, did I go to school for this <sniffs>, and I often wonder what were they taught.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: I think we should begin with your beginning, how did you get into all of this?

John Jackson: Well I was born and raised in Lawrence County, Whitehall, Alabama, and as a little young fellow coming up we knew that the conditions were bad and we had heard of things happening around Selma and the Montgomery march was about to commence, and uhm.. one day I was uh.. 

<Crew Talk> 

Q: Start again.

John Jackson: As a little young man around Lawrence County and-- and we saw things happening around the state and people were talking about the Civil Rights movement, and I think it was one Sunday afternoon, the Civil Right workers had started coming in to Lawrence County, and uh.. Stokely Carmichael and Bob Mance [ph?] and Freddy Rogers and a couple of other people stopped me and they began to talk to us about uh.. getting folks registered to vote and people living in sub-standard housing, just kinda making us aware of the conditions we were in, we didn't realize we were in slavery <laughs>, we didn't realize that we were in a valley of dried bones, and people began to talk and there were about seven men who got together and said “Let's invite the Civil Right workers in and see what they can do to help us.”  So that was about seven men, Cosby, Mr. Cosby, Mr. Jackson and-- and Mr. Harrison and-- and several other men, they met in a little shack out there, and decided they were gonna come to Selma to a meeting and see what was happening and get involved.  And that’s how it really started, those men met and they called a meeting and very few people came out, and they began to talk about getting people registered to vote, getting better houses for our community, better education, 'cause during that time everything was segregated, we had poor schools, we all-- we were going to church schools, there were no high schools, you didn't go to high schools, and they were old wooden church schools that we went to, first and third grade in the same room, uh.. fifth and sixth grade in the same room, so it was no separation there.  So we got involved, we got involved with my father and he at that time was the only black landowner that was not in debt.  And a matter of fact our land has been in the family history for over 200 years.  So he uhm.. invited the Civil Right worker after they were being ran out of Lawrence County, they dared ‘em into Lawrence County and start shooting at ‘em and running them out of the county.  He had an old house, he invited them to come in to stay in, so they wouldn't have to run from ‘em and begin to work with ‘em, and a few people came out and they began to work, and they would begin to get people registered to vote.  Uh.. specifically after the 1965 Voting Rights Act, other than that they played that strategy on us, we had to take a literacy test, you almost had to run a computer to pass to become a registered voter.  So what they did was then after they couldn't stop that and the-- the 1965 Voting Rights Act was passed so everybody began to get registered, 'cause it was nothing just being 21 years of age and go down and get registered to vote.  So they knew what was happening so they started to pressing us economically, they starts all the people who were sharecroppers, they would not fund ‘em, those who were staying on places that went out, they began to evict ‘em, so that would scare people, and that’s when Mr. Jackson and Mr. Cosby and other people came up with uh.. buying some land to begin to help poor people find their own home so they could start making a decision for themselves.  Course if you got ‘em registered to vote and they were still under control they were gonna vote the way the man wanted to vote.  So we looked up that way, any 10 families had been evicted, because they went down to register to vote.  So they bought the land really on Highway 80 to make an economic development, to begin to put businesses in the community.  And since there was so much happening, I don’t know whether it was Stokely or one of the deacons wanted to go ahead and put it on Highway 80, so that the world could see what was happening in Lawrence County.  So they began to-- they got some people that was in Michigan, it was called uh.. Lawrence County Michigan Movement, and they organized those people who had been ran away from the South, a lot of people left because they were afraid, and a lot of people uh.. was intimidated and harassed, but those people began to send tents back, and they said “Well let's put it on Highway 80 so everybody can see what-- what they're doing to people who-- who want to become registered voters, people who want to hold political positions, and people who wanted better housing and better education.”  So about four or five families, we put up the tents, they brought the tents in from-- from Detroit and-- and the Civil Right workers began to stay there with ‘em because they were afraid because people would drive by and shoot over the tents and try to scare them, and the next thing we knew we had almost 30 families who had been evicted.  And they got together and organized what you called the Poor People’s Land Farm, and within about two months we had one house built, and we had gotten land, began to buy land for those people, acre of land, this is your house now, you can do what you want to do, the man can't put you off.  And when people found out that they started coming out.  Then I think it was getting round uh.. August and Miss Liola Luso [ph?] got killed and they said “Oh they're going to be killing white people, we know we gotta do something now.”  So people used the church, the religion, and began to come together and say “Are we gonna be free or are we gonna die of slavery?”  And people began to organize and go down and get registered to vote and we ran our first slate of people for office that-- that year I believe, in 1966.  Well what they did, they played a game with us there, they went up on the fees, they know we didn't have no money to run for office, when it was only $25 to run for any position, so those positions that came up that year they raised it to $150 for the board of education, $500 for shares, and therefore we decided then they didn't want us in the Democratic Party and didn't want us in the Republican Party.  So we always had to be thinking, and of course well Snick helped, they began to come up with ideas, said “Well we'll form our own party, so they got the rooster and the elephant, we need something we can identify with.”  Well black folks cannot read and write, so we said “Well what are we gonna do then?” uh.. I think it was a little child, uh.. Courtland Cox one, who kinda had a lot o’ pretty mustache and he looked like a cat, they said “Well what's wrong with this cat,” said “we'll pick the cat for the emblem, everybody can know the difference between the rooster, cat and the elephant.”  So they picked the Black Panther Party and we organized our own political party and ran people in 1966 for office, they--

<Crew Talk> 

Q: So all this land that was purchased became Tent City, is that right?

John Jackson: That’s right.

Q: It's important to know that this was land that had come about that way, the black land, does that land still belong to us?

John Jackson: Yes.

Q: Good, I'm glad to hear that.

John Jackson: Well it got out our hands but we got it back, yeah.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: So it's at the point now where the Black Panther Party has been found, and the official name of it was the?

John Jackson: Well the official name in the beginning was the Lawrence County Freedom Party for Human Rights, and then when they went into the Independent Party to run for a political position they named it the Lawrence County Freedom Organization, and which had the emblem of the Black Panther Party, and from there we ran people for office.  Uh.. you know, I talked about the strategy uh.. that they used when we organized and put those 30 families out on Highway 80 to try to keep us from registering to vote.  So what happened, Miss Viola Smith sold the land to the Lawrence County Poor People’s Land Fund, 5.7 acres I believe, and we put everybody right on there and then began to find other people who wanted to sell land and began to move those 30 people off, and there were a lot of people evicted, not just those 30 people we're talking about at Tent City, there were people who were ran out of that county who didn't have time to stay there to find a acre o’ land, people went north, people went south, uh.. and people went west, but there were a few people who stood and stayed there, like the Glovers, uh.. Jerry Gov-- Glover, the Scotts, they were brothers, and they stayed there a whole year 'cause it took a lot o’ time to find land, but that land was considered Tent City, 5.84 acres, and it was home for not only people who lived in Tents but the Civil Right workers came and felt free to live and to help protect them 'cause they were threatened.  And people stayed there, and no running water, in tents, for almost a year, as one family would move out other families would move in, 'cause they con-- constantly as one farmer evicts another farmer uh.. one farmer see that uh.. his people were getting ready so he’d evict ‘em, he'd evict ‘em, 'cause he thought that would stop the movement, but it did not stop it, it gave us strength.  They got money in and began to help people, we organized what you call the Self-Help Housing Program, which-- which uh.. everybody would get together and finish this house, this would be Mr. Scott house, and this would've been Mr. Glover’s house, and the next house and the Stricklands and whoever else was next in line, and those people worked together to build those homes and which uhm.. gave ‘em confidence to continue to fight forward, even though some was beaten and run out of town and they began to kill people, but people stuck together.

Q: Backtrack for me just a little bit, paint me a picture of this county, Lawrence County.

John Jackson: Lawrence County is centrally located between Selma and Montgomery, which would be Dallas County and Montgomery County.  It's was all agricultural land, farmland, uh.. rural, no running water, people living on plantations, with cotton farms and corn and cows and hogs, just rural setting.  Whitehall is close to the river, it's on the north of Lawrence, Hayneville is kinda center of Lawrence County, which was the capital-- which was the county courthouse.  And of course there they had colored facilities and white facilities and there were no black people holding p-- positions.  But Lawrence County was totally rural and uh.. farmland, sharecroppers and farmers who-- who had tenants and people uh.. farmed for and lived on that place and worked from sunup to sundown for 57 day, and-- and raised their children and fed their families and couldn't go to school with ‘em, couldn't hold political positions.  So we saw that, and people saw that, and-- and we would like at the white schools were better than our schools, that’s how I got involved as a student.  But Lawrence County was very rural, very poor and uh.. just nothing there.

Q: It's fascinating when you get back up in these areas, what you see, all that development homes, is that true of Lawrence?

John Jackson: Lawrence has some, like Lawrenceburg and Benton and uh.. where most of those houses, where some of them are still existing in Hayneville and those areas was really white communities, Lawrenceburg, Benton, Hayneville, but they had the farms and we lived on ‘em and they worked us because uh.. we were their slaves in other words, and we had to, you know, do what the slave-master said, we worked on the farms, we didn't have anything, we didn't own any land, very few people owned uh.. a spot o’ land, and if they caught you breaking the law they took your land, you could have a speeding ticket on a horse and they would take your land <laughs>.

Q: So this business of buying land, it must’ve sent a shiver through the white folks down there, the idea of you owning something, but there was always land owned by blacks.

John Jackson: There was always a little land owned by a few blacks in that area.  Uh.. there was never for that first 10 or 15 years there were no whites selling any blacks any land, so there were black farmers who had 200 or 300 acres began to do that, across the county, and there was very few, I would estimate it was close to only about 15 farmers who owned-- blacks who owned their own land and had-- was able to begin to share it and sell it to other blacks, no whites sold anybody any land.  And the majority of the land we are talking about was taken from black ancestors.

Q: Is that right?

John Jackson: That's right, they worked on the land and if they died out and uh.. didn't pay their taxes they would go in and pay their taxes because they had a white probate judge, and they would pay it, “This here this is my land,” you know, and run ‘em off if necessary.  But they took a lot o’ land like that.  Uh.. we-- somebody spoke about Black Panther and piss or corn whiskey, if they caught you making that and, you know, that was the only kind of uh.. thing they had to do, they would slip in the woods and make corn whiskey and sell it, that was a good price for that kinda stuff then, but if they caught you with it on your land they would take your land.  If you owned any land they would put a fee where they'd know you couldn't pay then they would seize your property.  And the majority of the land in Lawrence County then were owned by white people, uh.. 80 percent of the land was owned by white people, we were 90-- almost at 90 percent of the population and uh.. that’s just the way it was.  Rural Lawrence County, plantations, nice homes and we had to go to the back door and we lived in shacks, our schools, the only schools we had were church built schools, and, you know, church built schools where they were shacks at our churches, but no public schools for black folk.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: Continue with Lawrence a little bit and then we're going to move on and talk about the march.

John Jackson: Well, you know, the-- the movement gained a little momentum when the Montgomery, Selma to Montgomery march came through, and a lot of people saw the National Guards protecting our folk and they joined the-- the march and walked on into Montgomery from Lawrence County.  So that gave ‘em the momentum they needed to continue to-- to struggle in Lawrence County.  And from that they began to meet and-- and like I said they continued to assist those people in Tent City to-- to get involved and get jobs and that type of thing and encouraged I think some of ‘em ran for political positions that year.  Of course we talked about them organizing the political party, we didn't win anything in 1966 but there were certain things that happened in Lawrence County that made us continue to work hard and struggle to try to achieve equality, such as the Liola Luso was killed right in between Lawrenceburg and Whitehall, Jonathon Daniel was killed that summer in Hayneville, was let out of jail, they were arrested in Fort Deposit [ph?] and uh.. because they were down there getting people registered to vote and they put him in jail and let him out to be killed.  And the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff who was the superintendent’s brother just cold bloodedly killed them, and people then saw that these people were serious about keeping us down, and more people came out and more people said “Well, you know, you're killing white people and I know you're gonna kill us so we're gonna have to fight.”  And people joined the movement and began to struggle and it began to get some roots, and we finally elected a black elected official and they felt good then, and then they began to elect another one and they finally elected a sheriff and they wasn’t afraid then, 'cause they had a black sheriff and a person that was involved with the movement, John Hewlett, was the elected, and he was President at one time of the Christian Movement for Human Rights.  And he made things much better for them because he protected them, he made ‘em, you know, feel like they were human beings again, and-- and so it all just evolved into a-- a-- they gained momentum and began to work for better things for the community, began to integrate the schools, matter of fact my brother was one of the six, seven students who went to Hayneville High when-- they went to Hayneville High that year, and I believe it was 1966 or ’67, uh.. all the whites left the following year, so that means that “No, we don’t even want to go to school with you.”  So the struggle just continued uh.. from better housing at Tent City, better housing to-- to the right to-- to run for a political position, to get registered to vote and to-- to make a better education for the entire county and we were serious, because those people, the whole movement was based on religion, we were not the kind of people who wanted to push white folks out or didn't want ‘em around, we just wanted our fair share, we just wanted a piece of the pie, you know, we just wanted to be treated equally, we paid taxes but there was no representation, you know, we paid taxes but we were not going to public schools, we paid taxes and we looked around, there were better conditions for the other folks than it was for us.  So there was nothing else for us to do but continue to struggle, and each event brought more people, you know, we elected the one person, elected to the sheriff and a lot o’ people come out, then we finally elected the Superintendent of Education, which made the schools better, 'cause they left all the public schools, then we had all the schools then.  But it began to just give us momentum and people began to say “Well, I'm willing to die because my children, it would be better for my children and get better housing and-- and begin to get better housing and people saw the progress that was being made and everybody looked like coming in and joining together in the late uh.. 70s and 80s and-- and began to just take completely the system over.  So right now we only have three positions that we don’t hold, uh.. that’s the judge position, which is circuit judge and the uh.. district judge, and right now we've got a black prosecuting attorney.  So we hold positions all the way up, from the bottom to the top, and we have proven that we could be tax assessor and we could be fair, we could be tax collector and we won't steal, and we could be mayors and I think all of our cities now have black mayors.  I've been mayor of Whitehall for about 24 years and uh.. consecutively and I feel proud of that because we've made some progress and I was involved in the very beginning of the Civil Rights Movement and uh.. it just-- just makes us feel good when we look at some of them old cities like Fort Deposit, which is in uh.. South Lawrence and-- and now has a black mayor and Hayneville has a black mayor and uh.. Moses have a black mayor and it proves that we can hold political positions.  And I think that’s what the whole movement was about, that we wanted to have our fair share of this American dream.

Q: How are the relations between whites and blacks down there now in the county?

John Jackson: Well after we began to get more registered, you know, at that time we had about uh.. 2,000 whites registered to vote, and we soon within three or four years had 7,000 registered voters.  So that means we outnumbered them three to one, so they began to say “Well, you know, we want to work with you, we don’t want to be left out.”  So they are working together, uh.. they have to to win the positions.  So we've got a few people still elected who realize that the only way I can elected now I got to be fair, and I'm gonna get outta here and shake hands and ask black folks for their votes just like I'm gonna ask white people for votes.

Q: I would suspect too that eastern thinking white folks who consider Lawrence County their home want progress just as much as anybody else.

John Jackson: I would say there were uh.. a lot of whites who were interested in seeing a change, but they didn't have the guts to get up and come on out, there were a few who got up and come on at meetings and started working with us, uh.. so just Judge Hammond, but he had owned about 26,000 acres of land he had too.  So he began to give some of that land back to black folks, he-- he began to give some of it back.  So I would-- I would say that uh.. they realized that change had come, and it was time they either would be in the loop or out of the loop.  So some of those who were good thinking got into the movement with us and began to work with us.

Q: I've always been curious of does this real power, voter power, voting power, how does it translate in terms of overall Alabama politics?

John Jackson: It has hit the State and-- and Congressional level heavily, because when we had the two major parties, such as the-- the uh.. Alabama Democratic Conference, the New South Coalition and the Eagle Party, uh.. you know, they-- we dominated the local politics but when we were together and we endorsed a candidate it said who would become governor, we had the-- the power to-- to swing that vote that would elect a Governor and uh.. a Congressman, uh.. our Senator, and when they divided the counties into districts gave us the majority then that’s how we elected some black state representatives in-- in Congress, was and uh.. state Senators, we have about 33 elected at this time.  Uh.. if-- we have had a couple of blacks to win statewide positions, uh.. it's hard but uh.. we keep working on it and-- and things are gonna get better.  But we, with the-- with the block vote of the two parties and the black vote we can determine who become.  Now a lot o’ times we have gotten complacent now because there were some people who slipped into office who have not held on to the plot, who wavered, so that’s caused people not to want to come out, because they had faith in us getting in these political positions to do what's right and to do things, to make things better, and we get there and become like the other folk, and when that happens it cause problems.  But if our people would get up and come out and vote on election day we could determine who becomes not only Governor but who in this United States would become President.  And we proved that with Bill Clinton <laughs>.  

Q: That’s what I was getting at.

John Jackson: Especially his second term, you know, 'cause they definitely didn't want him back.

Q: What more should we talk about, we talked about the net effect of the marches through central Lawrence County on the scene there.

John Jackson: Let's talk about what it wasn’t able to do.

Q: Cool, let's hear that.

John Jackson: I have no regrets on the Civil Rights Movement and what the Civil Right workers have done and how we have moved forward as a people.  The only thing we find that’s really oppressing our people now is economic development, and we must move beyond being able to go in that front door everybody talks about, but to begin to own those cash registers and in the South there's a dying need for us to begin to own our businesses, create businesses, become entrepreneurs so that we can have been better able to serve our community.  The-- the right to vote and the right to be a judge and the right to be a senator don’t mean anything if you don’t have a dollar, and the only way our communities are gonna grow and uh.. begin to grow forward and our schools become better is that we have to elect people to office that’s gonna be responsive to our community and get our people more involved into owning businesses within our community and within the county and in the state so that it can turn them over in the community more than one time.

Q: That would have a trickle down effect or trickle up effect.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: I'm scratching my brain now because I'm listening to everything you say and it's flowing past nicely.

John Jackson: But I don’t think like I used to think when I was 16 years old, I'm 56 <laughs>.

Q: So you were really young with that.

John Jackson: Yeah really young and uh.. but I was actively involved, all the time, and I would go to meetings when other young men was going courting on a Sunday afternoon, I'd go to mass meetings and matter of fact, I became State Director for Snick then in the late uh.. early-- late 60s and early 70s.

#### End of CD 6 ####
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