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Scott B. Smith Jr., Mary J. Gardner / CD 4

<This is Selma to Montgomery Interviews for the National Parks Service, this is Mary J. Gardner, Director D. Lacey, Camera Dick Hale, Audio Jeremy Burns, this is 11/16/03, tape number 4.>

Q: You were beginning to tell me about your perspective on things as a piece of punctuation to this whole expanse.

Mary J. Gardner: Well we as blacks had a chance to integrate our children in the school system, if they wanted to do so.  We had a opportunity to go places that we had seen other people go, were unable to go, restaurants and uh.. different places.  When we go to the uh.. stores they had taken down the sign at the water fountain “Black” and “White,” because that’s-- that's the way it was.  And so now I don’t know they discriminate between the water, but they had a sign, this was for black and this one for white, those things were removed and then you could sit anywhere on the bus, and just a whole lot o’ opportunities that uh.. we enjoy that we had not enjoyed before.

Q: What grades did you teach?

Mary J. Gardner: I taught first graders.

Q: Well they're probably a little young to be told about a lot of this.

Mary J. Gardner: Right.

Q: I know you run across kids of all ages.

Mary J. Gardner: Oh yeah.

Q: When you talk about the way things were they probably are incredulous.

Mary J. Gardner: They be, they be.

Q: What do you say to them when they say to you “Oh Miss Gardner it couldn't have been like that,” what do you say?

Mary J. Gardner: They can't believe it, when we sit down and talk about-- I'll always tell them about education and what-- how important it is, and how we got our education when uh.. we use old books, that were outdated, but we went to college and we finished.  I say “You have all of these opportunities now, you don’t have anything to do but to do your best, that's because we didn't have it, but we took what we had and made the best out of it, and that's all you need to do, you got all the opportunities now to do what you want to do, don’t mess it up.”

Q: And on that note thank you very much.

Mary J. Gardner: You're quite welcome.

<Crew Talk> 

<Selma to Montgomery, Client, National Parks Service, John Huett.>

Q: What was the organization called? 

Q1: Lawrence County Christian Movement for Human Rights. 

Q: Tell me about the Lawrence County Christian Movement for Human Rights.

John Huett: Let me say this, I started that after I went and worked in Birmingham with that movement with Reverend Shelsworth [ph?], when they organized it I was living in Birmingham during that time, and then I came-- when I came back to Lawrence County then I decided to go ahead and organize in Lawrence County, the Lawrence County Christian Movement for Human Rights.

Q: What was its purpose?

John Huett: Well to get-- get peoples ready to vote.  Because we didn't have any black registered voters in the county during that time, uh-huh.

Q: How did you go about it?

John Huett: We just had meetings and we had some of the-- Dr. King came down to Lawrence County and talked with me, but we had peoples who went over to-- to courthouse to get registered, we met and got-- had a date set for some people to go over there with us, when we got over there they wouldn't let us register at the courthouse, they sent us down to the old jail, uh-huh.

Q: You’ve been involved in this business of voter rights for a long time?

John Huett: Yes I have.

Q: When did it really start to change, what was your involvement in any of the Selma Marches, I mean Bloody Sunday, thereafter, were you in any of those marches?

John Huett: No I wasn’t.

Q: Do you remember the march that came through Lawrence County eventually from Selma to Montgomery?

John Huett: Let me say this, I don’t think I was living here during that time, uh-huh, I don’t think I was living in Lawrence County, I was possibly living in Brunswick, Georgia, during that time, that’s when Valaluto [ph?] got killed, uh-huh.

Q: So when did you come back to live in Lawrence County?

John Huett: In ’59, I think it was ’59.

Q: They say you were involved with Stokely Carmichael, and Snick and those people in the formation of the Lawrence County Freedom Party, is that what it was called in the 60s?

John Huett: 60s yeah, uh-huh.

Q: What you can you tell me about that?

John Huett: To be tru-- uh.. serious with you, I can't remember too much about it uh.. now, uh-huh but I remember they came here and o-- one night we had a meeting on County 23 uh.. in Whitehall and we had to decide what-- what one organization we were gonna go with, and-- and uh.. during that night we decided to go with uh.. Stokely Carmichael and them.

Q: Why?

John Huett: Because we-- we afraid that Dr. King was non-- non-violent so bad and that people would not support him, uh-huh.

Q: But you guys had a lot of respect for Dr. King?

John Huett: I had a lot of respect for him, I used to sit down and talk to him quite a bit in Birmingham when he used to come down-- come to Birmingham.  In fact he's the one that gave me a lot o’ encouragement to get up and go do something, uh-huh.

Q: The Snake People tell me that they took their inspiration from people from you, so it was a grass roots effort, is that true?

John Huett: It was a grass roots effort uh-huh.

Q: And they were lead by your example and your direction, so what did you want them to do, how did they help you?

John Huett: Well they-- they helped us by uh.. bringing people together and we would have them in meetings and things, we had mass meeting uh.. every Sunday night we would have a mass meeting somewhere, uh.. and we got people to come from different places in the county to these mass meetings, and we had asked uh.. guards to be on our side to be sure that nobody come in and hurt nobody uh-huh.

Q1: He went from field to field too.

Q: You did?

John Huett: Yeah I went from-- from door to door, I--

<Crew Talk> 

Q: How did you register to vote?

John Huett: We went to the courthouse, a certain date to go the courthouse, and we had a group of folks to meet us over there, and at that time they didn't have the index department to the courthouse.  When we got there they wouldn't let us-- wouldn't-- wouldn't let us register, sent us down to the jailhouse to-- to register, and we went on down there and-- and I got a chance to register the first day.  They asked a lot o’ questions and I can't remember all the questions they asked, but they-- they did ask questions which not were not legal or I don’t think they were, about what hospital the President was in and all that type of stuff, uh-huh.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: How did you get people to register their vote and into the movement?

John Huett: I would get to take off every day and just go out and I'd just quit my job and go up from door to door and-- and meet with people and encourage them to come to get ready to vote, on plantations and thing and-- and we had a problem when we went on certain plantations 'cause white folks didn't want you to come on their place and encourage folks to register to vote.  But we didn't have no major problem doing it.  Uhm.. and school teachers was having a problem because they were not supposed to register to vote <laughs> either, and I think they had a certain day for them to come and get registered because they never showed up the day we was over there.

Q1: And tell how you would go into the fields and help them hoe or pick out whatever.

John Huett: Yeah whatever they were doing I'd go out then and work along with them, and whatever they was doing to-- to encourage them to-- to come on in and get registered to vote, and-- and I didn't have a major problem in doing it, 'cause of the-- it’d be--

Q: So they see you working along side of them?

John Huett: Yeah it was three or four of us would go out every day, uh.. you know, and from door to door and talk to peoples, and they would pay me a salary, $25 a m-- was it a month?  $25 a month <laughs>, $5 a week <laughs>, it's where I made all my money.

Q: What made all this so important to you, why was it so important to you, registering to vote, getting people to register to vote?

John Huett: Because in Lawrence County you had more black people than you had white and I thought it was important that we get-- get people to go out and get ready to vote so things would change, 'cause most people work on plantations and things, uh-huh.

Q: So you are sort of the living personification of this “Black Power” idea huh?

John Huett: I guess so <laughs>.

Q: So tell me about that, did you and Stokely talk about this notion of black power and what did that mean at that time?

John Huett: Well it really didn't mean too much, because Stokely didn't talk too much about that, not to me, but I knew the people over there.  Let me say this, my grandfather owned his own land and he had a Gritchmere [ph?] cotton gin and so that gave me a lot of-- a lot of in-- intention to get up and go do something, because what he owned had helped me to-- to be able to get other folks to do.  And we-- we had to work on plantations, most people worked on plantations with white folks, and I didn't have to do that.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: Tell me about Tent City?

John Huett: We had to get some land from a lady down there, uh.. I can't think of her name who let us have some land, and we put tents on it for people to live in who was evicted off the plantation because they registered to vote, uh-huh.  And we had seven or eight families living down there on that-- on that property.

Q: Why did they have to move to Tent City?

John Huett: Because they was living on plantations and people put ‘em off because they went and registered to vote, uh-huh.  And so we had a place for them to go and that-- that’s why we got Tent City.

Q: Some of these families were in these tents for a long period of time, is that not true?

John Huett: Yes they were, uh-huh, 'cause I-- I remember going to Montgomery to get the material to put the floors in ‘em myself, and done a lot of everything, uh-huh.

<Crew Talk> 

Q1: Tell how you'd go to mass meetings every Sunday all over the county.

John Huett: We used to go to mass meetings and he had a-- a car, Frank Myers did, who was-- who liked a hearse, and I remember one night we went to Folkly Plaza [ph?] and when we got on there the white people was all crowded out, there was a car lot right in front before we get to the town hall, but we had to turn left there and you'd be surprised the folks that was down there at that place, uh-huh.  And we-- we done that so we'd be sure, 'cause we'd line up, we got people we met at St. Avery and got about six or seven cars and lined up together to go down there so people would not do anything to anybody, uh-huh.

Q1: All behind the hearse.

John Huett: Behind what they thought looked like a hearse and uhm.. 

<Crew Talk> 

Q: Tell me about the time you went to Pratt City, the whole story?

John Huett: Let me say this, some had happened on that night, some of them was arrested and I think Stoke-- Stokely Carmichael might’ve been in jail, I'm not sure, but when I got over there that morning I rode over there with Dorothy Henson and John Jackson’s sister, and we-- when we got over there I got out and asked the Chief of Police who it was franked up with a shotgun that night, 'cause he had a couple of spots in his face, he said “Yes you can go in,” I wanted to go down to one of them civil rights workers’ house, that’s kinda down a hill, he said “Go ahead, but don’t stay long,” when I looked back he was pointing at her with a-- with a rifle, Dorothy Henson, in-- in the side of her leg or something.  And then like when I came out and got in the car I was riding in the backside on the right side, he opened the car door and points at me with that rifle, uh.. in-- in the face, uh-huh.  But uh.. he didn't-- he didn't hurt me, 'cause he didn't hit me hard enough, I was uh.. ducked my head out of the way.  And the next time I seen him I was on the elevator in Montgomery, and the same guy, he ran when he seen me <laughs>.  And the second time I seen him I was at the University of Alabama where we took out training when I got to Lancashire he was taking training to be a Ch-- Chief Deputy I believe it was, with the Sheriff ____________ over there.  And uh.. he-- I was down in the-- in the bathroom and when I came out he ran again, he was afraid I think that I was--

Q: After all these years.

John Huett: After all these years, that-- that was many years after then, uhm.. 

Q1: What would happen then when you would take a prisoner’s tour?

John Huett: When I would take prison time to the county line, you know, to meet ‘em over there, he would never get out of his car, he would crack the glass and hand his handcuff out the window, to me, to put on the person.  And see this is unusual, uh.. be able to handcuff their own people most likely which, you know, and I had not seen him anymore since then, I don’t know what happened to him, somebody said he had quit and gone with another company.

Q: Probably was scared.

John Huett: Uhm.. maybe so.

Q: Can you tell me any stories about running for sheriff?

John Huett: When I thought-- talked about running for sheriff uh.. several people told me that h-- how dangerous it was, to be sheriff, but I won anyway, and the first time I ran I won, and I won four different-- I believe it was four different times of-- yeah four different times, uh-huh.

Q: So you were a direct beneficiary of the whole voter movement?

John Huett: The whole-- yes, uh-huh.  And I ran for probate judge and stayed there one term, and once you reach that there's seven uh.. I think it was the-- seven there, you couldn't run again.  So my son who-- he ran and he is probate judge now.  And the sheriff we got now is a black guy, and he was a state trooper, and I got the Governor to appoint him as-- as sheriff, I went to the Governor myself and then uh-huh.

Q: So what did they give you when you retired, how did they honor you when you retired?

John Huett: They gave me a-- a-- a Cadillac, that’s what it was, a-- a-- it wasn’t new but they gave me a car, the night I retired at the school, and I retired to Miss-- Miss Haynes over there and they-- they done it at the school that night, g-- gave me that car, and the next day, uh-huh.

Q: There was a big banquet that day?

John Huett: Yeah they had a banquet uh-huh, and there was just a lot of people were there.

Q: Did they get you to get up and speak?

John Huett: I could have, I-- I don’t remember it being so long, uh-huh.

Q: Sometimes at these banquets when people are talking about you it doesn't even sound like they're talking about you.

John Huett: <Laughs> Well--

Q1: One thing about that banquet that I thought that I thought was touching was that John had been giving speeches in the past about sitting down at the table, brotherhood and everything, but when you looked across that audience there was as many whites as black folks sitting in that audience, and I thought that was a tribute.

John Huett: And after I got in I didn't have no trouble with white people, because most people that I-- I had arrested who done wrong, I don’t care who they were and put ‘em there.  I remember one young white fella and stole a care and I-- I put him in there, uh-huh, I-- I didn't have no trouble out of most of ‘em.

Q: When you were elected sheriff if you’ve not ever done it before do you go through training or something?

John Huett: Yes you had to go to University of Alabama, where-- over in Tuscaloosa where you take the training at, and we had to go through the training over there, uh-huh.

Q: You went to Harvard too?

John Huett: Harvard University, well that wasn’t-- that wasn’t training for that, that was some other training I went to for.

Q1: The University of Wisconsin, was that for sheriff or not?

John Huett: No that wasn’t for sheriff, uh-uh, just the University of Alabama for sheriff.

Q: I haven't gotten at least six different stories about how the image of a black panther became the image for the Lawrence County Freedom Movement.  So how did that symbol come into being, do you remember?

John Huett: No I don’t, I don’t-- I really don’t remember, how they came about the symbol.

Q1: It's said that the black panther does not attack you unless you attack him, drive him into a corner.  And what happened was the symbol for the Republican Party was the elephant and everything, the symbol for the Democratic Party was the rooster and it said “White supremacy for the right” was on the symbol and so then they took the symbol of the black panther to give courage to people who needed courage.

Q: Do you remember that?

John Huett: Yes I-- I do remember that uh-huh.

Q: We wanted to interview you because you're like living history, as I said before I've seen you in a number of films and I definitely wanted you to participate in this one, give me some final thoughts, some thoughts that you have about this rich part of our history for equality and dignity and justice, what's it all meant to you to have been a part of this?

John Huett: Well let me say this, I got started in Birmingham with Reverend Shelsworth and Dr. King who’d come in and you'd sit down and talk with him, and that gave me a really a-- a start what I needed to do.  And after I got back-- and I-- I went over there and got a lot of folks ready to vote in Birmingham, and Pratt City and Ellensborough [ph?] and the other places over there, I-- I've spent a lot of time getting peoples ready to vote.  Then I was working at Birmingham store in range company and yes--

Q1: As you look across Lawrence County and you see all the black people registered to office and you see all the people in the office, how do you feel about that?

John Huett: How do I feel about it?  I don’t think anything wrong with it, I think you’ve got the majority of the folks there are black, and so why-- why not have the majority of them in the office.

Q1: Does it feel worthwhile that you worked hard?

John Huett: Yes it do, uh-huh.

Q1: Tell us how it makes you feel then?

John Huett: It makes me feel good, to-- to be able to walk-- go through the courthouses, see all the people in there, because if I had not worked hard they would-- didn't have a single black person in the courthouse before I went there, when I first went there, not-- not even working in the courthouse, I don’t think there was one even working there, uh-huh.  And the-- and the school system, where-- where most of the black teachers worked at, and-- and when we-- we tried to get children to go to the white school they-- they closed the school down and-- and put a private school in Ellensborough to send their children to, uh-huh.  So it-- it make a difference, uh-huh.

Q: Well you made the difference.

John Huett: Well, the people made a difference <laughs>, it wasn’t me who made the difference, it was the people who made the difference, because they listened to us, and got up and when-- when it's-- made-- it really made a difference, uh-huh.

Q1: The people who they elected are doing good jobs.

John Huett: Uh-huh, and they-- they're trying to do the best job they can do, even right now, the different job for black peoples are located there in the courthouse, uh.. we just don’t have judges in-- in the courthouse, black, the judges are-- are still white.

Q: Well I'm impressed that you say it was the people that made the difference because from having talked to a lot of people who described the kinds of people in Lawrence County they're very special people in Lawrence County, would you agree with that?

John Huett: Yes, they're-- they're special folks there, uh-huh.

<Crew Talk> 

Q: It sounded real good to me too.

John Huett: And the churches helped us too, because when we-- we'd go out to different churches and encourage folks to-- to go get ready to vote they-- the preachers encouraged the folks to go, so that made a big difference too, uh-huh.  I think the Lord was on our side in doing what we done.

<Crew Talk> 

<Selma to Montgomery, Client, National Parks Service, Interviewee, Annie Pearl Avery.> 

<Crew Talk> 

Q: How did you basically get interested in this movement for civil rights and all of that?

Annie Pearl Avery: Well it kinda started with uh.. the Emit Teale [ph?] situation, and went onto uh.. the Max Parker and then George Aaron [ph?] who was uhm.. castrated in Birmingham, Alabama and the Shelsworth uh.. and Reverend Charles Billops [ph?] who was uh.. beat within a inch of their lives to try to get into Phillips-- get their children into Phillips High School.  And when the Freedom Riots came to town that was a blessing for me to get involved, and at that time I met people like uhm.. Nathaniel Lee, uh.. Wilson Brown, uh.. 

<Crew Talk> 

Q: You were telling me earlier that something happened, that sort of sparked and got you involved in this and it was a blessing, tell me what you were talking about.

Annie Pearl Avery: Well, when the Freedom Riots uh.. came to Birmingham it was a blessing and after the-- after that I became involved with the uh.. Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee.  I was uh.. I met some-- some uh.. some decent white people for the first time in my life and I don’t know what it was, I almost became like a Harriet Tutman [ph?], that’s how I felt, like Harriet Tutman, I still do really, because--

<Crew Talk> 

Q: Start again, you were telling me about how something was a blessing because it got you involved in all this movement?

Annie Pearl Avery: Well uhm.. when the uh.. Freedom Riots finally uhm.. uh.. reached Birmingham, Alabama, uh.. it inspired me-- it was just like a blessing, and I guess after that I don’t know what it was but after that I became just like a Harriet Tutman, uhm.. I just felt like I had to do everything possible to free myself and my people uh.. for the future.  And--

Q: What did you do?

Annie Pearl Avery: Well I got involved right away.  I uh.. went to the first the Snicks staff meeting and I met people like Carol uh.. uhm.. Carl uhm.. Braden and Anne Braden uh.. and Dardy Zelner [ph?] who were the first decent white people I had met uh.. in my life, and there were uhm.. uh.. a situation where we started back from the uh.. from the Snick meeting and got ar-- arrested in Marietta, Georgia, and almost got lynched at the bus station <laughs> in Marietta, Georgia.  And we finally made it back to Birmingham, I think uh.. Attorney Howard Moore and some other people in the Justice Department came in and got us outta there.  But after that it was everywhere, I was uhm.. in Albany, Mississippi and Virginia, and I finally got to Selma, Alabama.

Q: What brought you here?

Annie Pearl Avery: What brought me here was the need to get people registered to vote, uh.. we seemed to have had a problem here with uh.. getting the people organized and-- and getting people motivated to-- to march and stuff like this and we uh.. had planned a march from Selma to Montgomery, uh.. the Snicks staff and SCOC staff was working together to uh.. get this uh.. this on the road.  And the night before it happened something uh.. a call came in at a meeting we had uh.. that Dr. King’s life was in danger, and he well he left that night.  And uh.. I think Jose Williams took the-- the lead for SCOC and John Lewis took the lead for Slick, and the next day we started uh.. we-- we had uh.. started across the bridge, started towards the bridge but-- for the uh.. march to Selma to Montgomery.

Q: Before you get to the bridge, it was a highly charged atmosphere wasn’t it?  What was it like?

Annie Pearl Avery: We had uh.. uh.. fears of people getting hurt and like myself and some other people went out to check out-- check out the highway to see where there might be some Klan or somebody hiding or sitting and State Patrol, where they were stationed and all this stuff.  And we came back to report and then after we reported the, you know, the march got started and I was in a-- a van with the medical committee to get to the bridge because I'd gotten left from the back of the march.  And the officers was giving me problems about getting up to the bridge.  By this time people are getting beaten and all I could hear was hollering and I was anxious to get to the-- to the uh.. get up to where was going on.  And the officer grabbed me and went to manhandling me and put me uh.. you know, took me off to jail and I think a brother by the name of Sunshine, who had one leg at the time, I think he got hurt at a poor peoples march, and he was the only one who saw me get arrested.  And they-- I had some uh.. abrasions and stuff later on after, you know, after-- after I got into jail, they had done some things to me on the way up to the cell, and I was in the cell raising hell 'cause they-- they were <laughs>, I could still hear people being abused and beaten and hollering and stuff and it was just-- it was just frightening, you know.  And finally about close to dark I think uhm.. Attorney Peter Hall came and bond me out.  And I don’t-- he must have left or something, and they wanted to turn me loose to go home at night, and I wouldn't go until somebody came to get me, at the same time I think there was a minister or someone got killed that night right, right here, in Selma, who was a part of the march, they killed uh.. one of our-- one of the ministers who participated uhm..  It's kinda hard to remember a lot o’ this stuff because it happened so long ago, but <laughs> I'm getting as close as I can to remembering what-- what I can.  And after we couldn't make the march, after people were beaten and stuff like this and uh.. I was jailed uh.. we decided to have another march which was successful uhm.. we had the National Guard, and one thing happened with that-- that march, that first march was the brother who had the flag, you know, uh.. the news reporters, somebody got a picture of it, and this had an impact on the whole country, when they saw this brother carrying the American flag, running for his life--

Q: From other Americans.

Annie Pearl Avery: From other Americans, just because he wanted to vote, you know, the right to vote.  And I think that’s where uh.. wh-- what uh.. brought on this thing with the Civil Rights Act and the uh.. Voting Rights Bill.  Uh.. of course that was not the end of the uh.. end of the terror, you know, after uh.. we had the National Guard and we had successfully went to Montgomery, myself and a brother of St. Claire Lee-- St. Claire Jedda [ph?], was transporting people back and forth, the same thing that us, Vi-- Sister Viola Loliso [ph?] was doing.  And at the same time we kept going back and forth and we saw the state investigators out and I was talking to St. Claire, I says “Something’s not right brother, 'cause state investigators don’t just come out for an accident,” but we didn't know at the time that this was a murder scene.  Actually when I think about it now it could've been myself and St. Claire, it's just that we were-- she was at the wrong place at the wrong time in terms of, you know, of being uh.. killed like that.

Q: On this march, did you march all the way to Montgomery?

Annie Pearl Avery: I was in uh.. the Security Department, uh.. more or less, that was-- that was what put my duties-- my duties were at the time.  And security meant checking the-- checking everything out, making sure the peop-- you know, there was nothing-- nothing around, there was uh.. hiding in the bushes, anything like that, against the people, you know.  Uh.. we had uh.. a degree of protection, uh.. with us, we were slightly armed.  Myself and St. Claire.

Q: Slightly armed, what does that mean?

Annie Pearl Avery: We were slightly armed, uh.. with knowledge and a little help <laughs>.

Q: That brings me to this point, these folk in this area are pretty special people, what were these people like in this neck of the woods to want to vote, were they so brave, is that what you encountered?

Annie Pearl Avery: Yes the uh.. we, you know, it took a lot o’ courage to do what-- what we did, you know, uh.. of course now I don’t know, I-- I wasn’t sure I was brave or just crazy.  Uh.. when I think about it now I think about some of the things that I did and I think about wow, I really risked my life <laughs>, you know, uh.. 'cause I thought about it just-- just a few years ago about Viola Loliso, I said I was doing the same thing she was doing, it very easily could've been me, but at the time I didn't really, you know, really think about it until here just a few years ago, maybe five or 10 years ago, you know, when my memory’s, you know, and think about how-- how really dangerous it was just to be involved in any civil rights uh.. activist uh.. movement, at that time, especially in the South, uh.. 

Q: When I mention something like that to young people they go “Oh it couldn't have been that bad,” they don’t know do they?

Annie Pearl Avery: Well for one thing uh.. they don’t know because we didn't-- we didn't tell them, you see, the parents didn't really tell them starting after the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act was passed, uhm.. we probably should have began to educate our people about what-- what transpired, and not only that to uhm.. educate our-- especially blacks about our culture, uh.. which was uh.. which is very important uh.. in terms of being able to-- to rise up out of slavery, a slavery type situation.  Uh.. you have to learn about your culture 'cause all of that was stripped away from us.  So how do you re-introduce this to our people?  And one thing for sure uh.. we're gonna have to have younger people carrying this on because one day we're not gonna be here to-- to fight, and then in order for them to fight they have to get involved, we can't-- we-- until we get them involved in the voting voter registration process then they will not understand unless the reason I understand because I was involved, I understand how important it is right today to register to vote, before you can do anything you need to be registered.  So in order for our people to get-- be inspired, our young people especially, they're gonna have to be involved, and they need to be involved by getting people registered, and the more they're involved and the more they're exposed the better they will become, and the stronger they will become, 'cause at-- at this point uh.. we're our-- our effect in terms of all of the things that we did, for getting people registered, have sort of backslid a little bit, it's done that because the people haven't been involved, the college students haven't been involved, the teen-- the-- the high school students haven't been involved, 'cause they can inspire their-- their mothers and their grandmothers to get registered, by getting involved.

Q: Many of these young people think that the struggle is over though.

Annie Pearl Avery: It's not over, because there are less of us voting now and less of us uh.. registering to vote and we've got all kind of excuses why we won't-- don’t want to vote uhm.. uh.. “I just don’t vote uh.. I don’t agree with the system,” well, you know, what are you gonna do about it, are you gonna register, at least register to vote and after you’ve registered then go vote, even if you don’t vote for who we might think is the best person to vote for, you need to exercise your right to vote.  This is a way of putting bad politicians in check, is by knowing that the people are registerin’ and will act, by voting against them or for them.

Q: Why did you stay around this area after those marches and all that, were you involved in Lawrence County at all?

Annie Pearl Avery: Yes, I uhm.. I went uh.. went down in Lawrence County and I worked along with uh.. Scottie B. and-- and the other people, course I was in Green-- I was in Hell County, is where I-- where my project was, was in Hell County, Alabama, but uh.. I coordinated, you know, with uh.. the people in Lawrence County and stuff like that, I think uh.. Cynthia Washington was in uhm.. Green County, but we had a widespread--
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