Zion Fire Update

July 19   1100
These fires are now being called the Dakota Hills Complex
A Red Flag Warning has been issued today for gusty winds and low humidities.  Winds are expected to be from the southwest 11-15 mph, with gusts up to 20+ mph.

The following fires were all ignited by the lightning storm that passed over the park Sunday evening, July 15.  They are all located in the northeast area of the park. Access to all the fires is very difficult.  Crews are being flown in by helicopter.   
The fires all showed extreme activity yesterday.  Crews were pulled off the fires when the fire activity threatened their safety.  The Zion 1 Fire has moved out of the park to the east onto BLM and private lands.  Kane County has issued a Mandatory Evacuation Order for the North Fork Road area, east of the park.  For more on evacuation information call 435-644-2667.
The complex is now estimated at approximately 8,000 acres (all fires combined)

Zion 3 Fire – This fire is burning north of Bulloch Gulch, east of the Narrows.  It is burning in Ponderosa pine and mixed brush fuels.  They are working to establish an anchor point from which they can establish containment lines.  The fire has been actively burning to the north and east.    

Zion 1& 2 Fires – These fires have now burned together.  They are located on Horse Pasture Plateau, southeast of Lava Point, near the West Rim Trail.  Crews will attempt to construct containment lines today on the north edge of the fire to slow its growth in that direction.
Aerial resources available today include a Type 3 helicopter, a Type 1 Helitanker (capable of dropping up to 3,000 gallons of water) and several SEATS (single engine air tankers).  A Type 2 helicopter is expected to arrive later today and be assigned to the complex.
A Backcountry Closure is now in effect for all of Zion National Park until further notice.  No permits for canyoneering or backcountry use are being issued 

A local Type 3 Color Country Team is now managing the fire.  A Type 2 Incident Management Team for the southwest will start arriving today and will take over management of the fire sometime tomorrow or Friday.

Smoke will continue to be an issue in the park, especially in the evening and early morning hours as it settles into the canyons.

