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Director Maindlla Attends Zion NP Morning Fire Briefing
During aJune 30, 2005 visit to Zion National Park, National Park Service Director Fran Mainellatook
time out from her schedul e to attend the morning fire management briefing. Shewasbriefed about
current and forecasted fire weather conditions, the national firesituation, resourceavailability inthearea
and daily assignmentsfor thecrews. The crewsthen conducted the daily Sx Minutesfor Safety
sessioninwhich Director Mainellaparticipated. She stressed that safety wasthe most important aspect
of their jobs and something that sheispersonally concerned about. She also addressed thefire staff

regarding the appreciation shehasfor al thehard, and at timesdangerous, work that they do helpingto
protect our public and privatelandsfrom unwanted wildlandfires.

One of thethings shewasimpressed with wastheinteragency cooperation that occurs between
governmental agenciesin regardsto firemanagement and wason display hereinZion. Duetothevery
high firedanger in the park and the surrounding Color Country Fire Management Area, a14-person
interagency fire crew from Grand Teton National Park and the Bridger-Teton National Forest wasona
severity assgnment tothe park for initia attack dutiesand ,when available, to assist with park fuel
reduction projects. Director Mainellamadethe point that fire doesnot recognizejurisdictional
boundaries and that thistype of interagency cooperation iscrucial tofire management nationwide.

After thebriefing, Director Mainellawasgiven aquick overview of Zion'sFire Management program
and some of theissueswe arefacing such asthe abundance of exotic vegetation (mainly cheat grass)
that isnow causing major fire concernsthroughout thearea. Her morning with thefire staff concluded
with her recelvinga'hard to comeby’ Zion Firecrew shirt and posing for numerous photoswith
firefighters. The Fire Management Staff at Zion appreciatesthetimethat Director Mainellatook to
learn more about our program and therolethat wildland fire playsin our national parks.
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