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Zion National Park Fire Management
	Use a “short-hand” version of the site name here (e.g. Palo Alto Battlefield not Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Site).


Cliff Fire Update   

7-31-09      9 A.M.
Kolob Canyons Area of Park Remains Closed


Rain and cooler temperatures yesterday helped firefighters made good progress in their efforts to contain the Cliff Fire, burning in the Kolob Canyons area of Zion National Park and adjoining Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands.  The fire showed little growth and is estimated at 744 acres (350 acres in the park) and 20% contained.  
For the safety of park visitors, the entire Kolob Canyons District of the park remains closed. The closure area includes the five mile Kolob Canyons Scenic Drive (located at Exit 40 on Interstate 15), and all trails leading from it.  These trails include LaVerkin Creek, Middle Fork of Taylor Creek, Timber Creek Overlook and Hop Valley.  The Kolob Canyons Visitor Center remains open as does the Zion Canyon area of the park, near Springdale and the Kolob Terrace Road that leads out of Virgin, Utah, north to Kolob Reservoir.  These closures will remain in effect until it is safe to reopen the road and trails.  
The Cliff Fire was ignited by lightning on Tuesday night, July 28 during a strong thunderstorm that passed through the area. The fire started on Black Ridge (BLM lands), 2 miles east of Interstate 15 and 6 miles south of the Kolob Canyons Visitor Center.  Driven by winds, the fire quickly moved in a northeastern direction across the park’s boundary and into the LaVerkin Creek Drainage.  It is burning in pinyon-juniper vegetation in a very inaccessible and rugged area.  The fire is being managed by a local Type III Interagency Team under the direction of Taiga Rohrer. There are currently 140+ firefighters and five helicopters assisting with suppression efforts.  More resources will be brought in if needed.

For more information on the Cliff Fire call 435-772-7811 or visit www.nps.gov/zion/naturescience/current-fire-information.htm
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