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______________________________________________________________________

Dakota Hill Complex
NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:




Contact number –  (435) 648-3292
Monday, July 23, 2007, 8:00 a.m.





(435) 648-3293
Acres: approximately 8,942 acres


Start date:  Monday, July 16, 2007
Cause:  Lightning
Location:  12 miles north of Springdale, UT, Zion National Park
Containment: 40 percent
Fuels:  Ponderosa pine, pinyon pine, juniper, sage brush, grass
Terrain:  Steep, rugged canyons
Total personnel: 370


Resources:  7 crews, 15 engines, 3 dozers, 10 water tenders
Available air support:  3 helicopters.
Lingering cloud cover and higher humidity yesterday allowed firefighters to initiate direct attack on the East Fire, located between Orderville Gulch and the North Fork of the Virgin River.  Additional resources were also on hand to strengthen control lines on the flanks of the fire and address hot spots.

In the afternoon, dense clouds produced some moisture, but also generated wind and lightning which forced firefighters to pull off of the line.  Hotshot crews disengaged from the north flank of the West Fire where they were constructing line in preparation for the burnout of fuels ahead of the fire near Horse Pasture Plateau.  With the subdued fire behavior on that fire, they will monitor it today. 

Both fires showed minimal growth as a result of the cooler weather and addition of resources.  Extremely dry conditions have spawned numerous fires across the West, taxing firefighting resources nationwide.  Firefighters from West Virginia, Illinois, Missouri, Pennsylvania, Michigan, New Mexico and Arizona arrived this week to assist with the Dakota Hill Fire Complex.  

Today, crews hope to finish line preparation and continue direct attack and mop-up as needed.
The evacuation of properties in proximity to the fire, ordered by the Kane County Sheriff’s Office, remains in effect.  The communities of Springdale, Mt. Carmel Junction, Mt. Carmel, Orderville, Glendale and Duck Creek are open and accessible.  No commercial properties are closed.
For additional information, see http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/.  Link to Central-West Arizona.
# End #
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