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______________________________________________________________________

Dakota Hill Complex
NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:




Contact number –  (435) 648-3292
Sunday, July 22, 2007, 8:00 a.m.





(435) 648-3293
Acres: approximately 9,560 acres


Start date:  Monday, July 16, 2007
Cause:  Lightning
Location:  12 miles north of Springdale, UT, Zion National Park
Containment: 10 percent
Fuels:  Ponderosa pine, pinyon pine, juniper, sage brush, grass
Terrain:  Steep, rugged canyons
Total personnel: 212


Resources:  4 crews, 4 engines, 3 dozers, 3 water tenders
Available air support:  Three helicopters.
The West Fire, located on Horse Pasture Plateau, showed little growth yesterday. The fire exhibited moderate activity to the north, mainly driven by dense fuels. The south, east and west portions of the fire showed very little activity. The north section has some potential for spread. A Type 1 crew will work in that area today. Given current conditions and the successful efforts of the firefighters, the West Fire should show minimal growth.
The East Fire, located between Orderville Gulch and the North Fork of the Virgin River, continued to grow. Cloud cover on Saturday helped moderate fire activity. A burnout operation on Friday night helped secure a portion of the east flank of the fire at the North Fork road, and suppression efforts are underway in that area to hold the fire there. Crews will continue to secure line on the south and north ends of the fire. Due to the difficult terrain and mixed fuels, this may take several days. There are still many pockets of fuel in the interior of the fire that continue to burn. Smoke may be thick in the canyons below the fire in the mornings. Record high fire indices, thunderstorms and rugged terrain remain concerns. 
The evacuation of properties in proximity to the fire, ordered by the Kane County Sheriff’s Office, remains in effect.  The communities of Springdale, Mt. Carmel Junction, Mt. Carmel, Orderville, Glendale and Duck Creek are open and accessible.  No commercial properties are closed.
For additional information, see http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/.  Link to Central-West Arizona.
# End #
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