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______________________________________________________________________

Dakota Hill Complex
NEWS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:




Contact number – (435) 772-7811
Friday, July 20, 2007, 6:00 a.m.





Acres: approximately 8,000 acres
Start date:  Monday, July 16, 2007
Cause:  Lightning
Location:  12 miles north of Springdale, UT, in the northeast side of Zion National Park
Containment:  0 percent
Fuels:  Ponderosa pine, pinyon pine, juniper, sage brush, grass
Terrain:  Steep, rugged canyons
Total personnel:  200
Crews:  4 crews, additional crews ordered
Equipment:  2 engines, 2 dozers, 2 water tender
Available air support:  Three helicopters, two single-engine air tankers
As of six o’clock this morning, the Arizona Central West Zone Incident Management Team assumed management of the Dakota Hill Complex from Zion National Park.  Three fires within the park comprise the Dakota Hill Complex.  Of primary concern is the fire burning at the northeast boundary of the park.  Numerous federal, state and local agencies are working in a cooperative effort to contain the fire and provide for public safety.  Today, the plan is to construct and reinforce fire line to keep the fire south of the north fork of the Virgin River.  Contingency lines will be established along existing roads south of Cogswell point.  Helicopters and single-engine air tankers will be used as needed.  Additional crews and equipment have been ordered and will be moved to the line when they arrive.
As in all wildland fire management, firefighter and public safety is the first priority.  Dense concentrations of fuel and the steep, rugged terrain are causing complications in the safe approach to the fire.  Forecast weather conditions during the afternoon are also a concern.
The evacuation of properties in proximity to the fire, ordered by the Kane County Sheriff’s Office, remains in effect.  The communities of Springdale, Mt. Carmel Junction, Mt. Carmel, Orderville, Glendale and Duck Creek are open and accessible.
A new contact number and website will be made available when they are established at the fire camp.
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