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______________________________________________________________________

Dakota Hill Complex
NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release:






       
Tuesday, July 24, 2007, 8:00 a.m.




      
Acres: approximately 9,156 acres


Start date:  Monday, July 16, 2007

Cause:  Lightning

Location:  12 miles north of Springdale, UT, Zion National Park

Containment: 81 percent

Fuels:  Ponderosa pine, pinyon pine, juniper, sage brush, grass

Terrain:  Steep, rugged canyons

Total personnel: 333


Resources:  5 crews, 19 engines, 3 dozers, 8 water tenders

Available air support:  3 helicopters.

Approaching full containment, firefighters concentrated on patrol, mop-up, and removal of unneeded equipment today. Crews and engines are in the demobilization stage, but sufficient personnel and equipment will remain in place to manage the fire until transition to a Type 3 Incident Management Team on Wednesday evening.  

Evacuation orders related to the Dakota Hill Complex were lifted at 8:00 this morning.  All communities north of Hay Canyon are open for the return of residents and property owners.  However, State Route 14 is the only approved access to the area for returning evacuees.  The section of North Fork Road between the end of the pavement north of Zion Ponderosa Ranch and Hay Canyon, including Cougar Canyon, remain closed to the general public.  Residences accessible from that section of North Fork Road also remain under the evacuation order.  Other portions of the North Fork Road are accessible.

Zion National Park has re-opened many of their back country trails.  For more information on trail status in the park call 435-772-3256 or visit www.nps.gov/zion. Trail closures in Dixie National Forest have also been lifted.  
This is the final news release from the Arizona Central West Zone Incident Management Team for this fire.  Effective 8:00 a.m. Thursday July 26, 2007, fire information may be obtained from Zion National Park at (435) 772-7811.
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