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Bryce Canyon National Park Fire Management

ignited wildland fires managed to
'esource management objectives in predefmed

Bryce Canyon Manages First Large Wildland Fire Use Fire

Bryce Canyon Nationd Park just successfully completed managing their first mgjor wildland fireusefire
(WFU). Thiscomeson theheelsof their recently completed I nteragency Fire Management Plan, with
the DixieNational Forest, which now alowsnaturally ignited firesto be managed for resource benefits
rather than beingimmediately suppressed asinthe past. Thismanagement option now givesthe park
the opportunity to restorefiretoitsnatura roleinthe ecosystem whenever safely possible.

The Swamp WFU islocated a ong the main park road, near Swamp Canyon Overlook, at an el evation
of 8,200 feet. It wasignited by lightning on June 25 and grew to 165 acresover aperiod of two
weeks. Sometorching of treesand spotting occurred, but most of thefireactivity waslimitedto
burning of ground fuels. Firecrewscompleted containment linesaround the perimeter of thefireto
keepit from expanding

A National Park Service Fire Use Manager was brought in on July 1 to overseethe management of the
fireadongwith acrew of firefightersto assist local park resources. The management of thefirewas
transferred back to Bryce Canyon personnel on July 8.

Oneof theunique aspectsof thisfirewasthefact that throughout therest of the Color Country Fire
Management Areatherewere numerouswildland firesburning during the sametime period that were
being managed under asuppression strategy by Incident Management Teams. Evenwiththehighfire
danger and preparednessievelsinthelower eevationsof Color Country, the Swamp Firewasableto
be successfully managed for resource benefits. Thisisagood example of how firesinthe samegeneral
areacan be managed using different options depending upon each fire'scharacteristics.
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The Swamp WFU hasaccomplished many of the goa sthat Bryce Canyon fireand resource managers
werelooking for, including reducing thefuel loading and thinning out thethick standsof mixed conifersin
thearea, many of whichweredead frombugkill. Thiswill alow for the penetration of more sunlight to
theforest floor and thus createamore diverse plant community. Theareaof theburnisnot solid black,
but apatchwork of varying degreesof fireintensity, with some areasremaining green. Thethinning of
theforestintheburn areawill additionally benefit visitorsby alowing them to have abetter view of the
canyon rim from the park road.

Occasionally, smokefrom thefire crossed the park road, but it never forced itsclosure or that of any of
thetrailsinthearea. Signswere put along theroadway to warn visitorsof thefireand smoke. An
information station was established in aturnout near thefireand staffed by park interpreterstoinform
visitorsof thefire'sstatus. A few of thelocal community leadersweretakento thefireareaby park staff
wherethey could safely learn about Bryce Canyon’snew fire management option. At notimedid the
fireposeany threst to park resources.

Theoptionto allow somenaturally ignited wildland firesto provide resource benefitsinstead of
suppressing themwill give Bryce Canyon fire management personnel another tool to useintheir goal to
restorefiretothepark. 1t will also help perpetuate the valuesfor which the park was established.

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA
The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.



