Vegetation

Zion National Park is home to over 1000 known species of plants, the highest species richness of any NPS

unit in Utah’s Colorado Plateau region. Much of this biodiversity can be attributed to the park’s location

at the confluence of three major floristic regions: the Colorado Plateau, Great Basin, and Mojave Desert.

Plants of Zion National Park (1937)

The first major effort to document the flora of Zion National Park occurred in the late 1920s and 30s.

Angus Woodbury, the park’s first ranger

naturalist, studied vegetation and
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collected more than 500 specimens for
the park herbarium. The observations of
Woodbury and others during this period
contributed to the publication of Plants of
Zion National Park in 1937. This booklet

included hand-drawn illustrations and
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black and white photographs, along with
brief descriptions of hundreds of species

and plant families.

ZION-BRYCE MUSEUM BULLETIN NO.|

28 29

MOCK ORANGE is a small shrub, 3 to 4 feet high, with slender
branches, small oval leaves,

and small white flowers;
almost any of the cenyons,

found in
but not
common. The two kinds are difficult
to distinguish; the leaves= of Phila-
delphus microphyllus are usually
smooth on the upper surfaces; those
of P, occidentalis are slightly hairy
on both sides.

WAX FLOWER or CLIFFBUSH, Edwinia
americana, grows in rock crevices,
beautifying them with its clusters
of white waxy flowers during June and
early July. The toothed leaves are
gray-green beneath,

4 GOOSEBERRY FAMILY (GROSSULARIACEAE)

This well = kmown family is here

——==\ represented only by the GOOSEBERRY
he—= -7 CURRANT, Ribes montigenum, one of
= — the few currants having spines, It
in the park, im the
eoolest parts of Horse Pasture Pla-
teau. The berries are red, with
small bristles,

is rather rare

ROSE FAMILY (ROSACEAE)
This large end diverse family is represented in Zion chiefly
by shrubs and small trees; most of them bear little resemblence to
the cultivated rose, but some can be recognized by their small,
rose-like flowers,

ROCK ROSE, Petrophytum caespitosum. A compact, mat-like,
gray - green perennial that is common on rodks and cliffs that often
appear too dry to support life. Most easily seen on the Great Arch
Trail, orat the reconstructed Pueblo food cache opposite the Great
Organ.

OCEAN SPRAY or ROCK SPIREA, Sericotheca dumosa, The common
name of this shrub refers to the foamy, creeamy-white clusters of
tiny flowers which are very conspicuous in June and July. The
leaves are small and wedge-shaped, toothed on the broad outer end.
It is common

above 4000 feet wherever there is moderate moisture.

CINQUEFOIL, Drymocallis fissa., This perennial herb has been Mountain  Mahogan ervi
aptly described as ™a yellow strawberry blossom, on a very tall (JSC. S uhc‘li:,} VICL Bﬁr“ry
stem". It grows about 2 feet tall, with most of the long, straw=

berry-like, compound leaves at the base., It will be found bloom~
ing in July in the cooler parts of the plateaus, as at Potato Hol~
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Wildflowers of Zion-Bryce Canyon and Cedar Breaks (1958)

59. PURPLETORCH CACTUS
Echinocereus engelmannii

Cactus Family

Found mostly on the rocky slopes in the Lower
Sonoran Zone, this cactus is fairly common and dis-
tinguished chiefly by its waxy and brilliantly colored
purple flowers. The stems of this species are similar to Rl
those of the Cucumber Cactus except for being gener-
ally taller. The fruits are also similar, but the flowers L
differ as they are much larger and bright purple instead
of red in color. They bloom generally during the month
of May.

60. A PRICKLY PEAR CACTUS
Opuntia rhodantha

Cactus Family

The most common cactus in Zion is this species of - a
the Prickly Pear. It is found in a great variety of habi-
tats, even at the higher elevations. The flowers, large
and spectacular in various shades of red, salmon or
yellow, bloom late in May to July. Because of its long
blooming season, this species is more often found in
flower than any other cactus in the park. Its pear-
shaped fruit, red to purple in color, is eaten by many
animals as well as by the native peoples.

61. BEAVERTAIL CACTUS
Opuntia basilaris

Cactus Family

One species of cactus that at first sight does not
seem to be a cactus is the Beavertail, for it is lacking
the long spines characteristic of most cacti. Upon close
examination, however, you will find that it is protected
by numerous, fine spines. The name of this species is
derived from its flat stems shaped somewhat like a
small beaver’s tail. The conspicuous magenta flowers
mark this species as one of the most beautiful in the
park. The fruit of this species is important as animal
food, especially for chipmunks and ground squirrels. T
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Zion Park Wildflowers App (2018)
In addition to publishing an updated Wildflowers of Zion

book in 2018, the vegetation program also produced a
smartphone app, Zion Park Wildflowers, to help visitors
identify flowers in the field. It includes multiple photos of
over 250 species and allows users to browse all the flowers
in the park, or filter by criteria such as color and shape, in

order to identify a specific species.

Though the plants in Zion have existed here for millennia,
park staff are still identifying and researching new species,
and continue to find innovative ways to educate visitors

and facilitate a deeper understanding and appreciation for

Zion’s natural resources.

Wildflowers of Zion-Bryce Canyon and
Cedar Breaks, published in 1958, took

advantage of more affordable modern

Purple Torch Cactus

woisaied  printing techniques and included

beautiful full-color photographs of
each species described. The book
included 106 species of varied and
colorful plants, covering a wide range of

ecosystems and elevations, from 3,600’
in Zion to 11,300’ at Cedar Breaks.
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Shape

Common name: Angel's trumpet
Latin name: Datura wrightii

Family name: Solanaceae (potato)

Number of Petals: 5
Size: 12-40 inches (30-100 cm) tall

Daisy-like Radial symmetry Irregular

Leaf Arrangement
Leaf Arrangement: Alternate

\A

'f o~ Blooming Months: Apr-Oct
Y [V
Y A Physical Description: Annual or perennial. Leaves and
Opposite Whorled Alternate stems with short hairs and foul odor. Giant, sweet smelling
trumpet shaped flowers typically white and shriveling to
Blue — Dink Vellow pu.rple, though of?en with tints of violet/pink/purple. Fruit is
Pr— spiked, green at first then brownish and dry when mature.
Seeds large and dark colored.
Red Purple White All
G G & == General Info: Datura is as poisonous as it is pretty. It was
used in ceremonial activities by the Native Americans due
Number of Petals All

to narcotic properties in all parts of the plant. It has been
known to cause permanent brain damage and death even
in small quantities. The flowers are the largest of any native
plant in Utah and attract many pollinators, making this an
important plant for a healthy ecosystem.
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Screen captures of the free smartphone app Zion Park
Wildflowers. NPS Photo



