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2012 Yosemite Forum

Sponsored by Resources Management and Science, Yosemite National Park

An interactive lecture series designed to bring evolving knowledge of the Sierra Nevada to the public
and the park.

Traversing Cultural Terrains:
Life and History of the Miwok
People of the Sierra Nevada

SONNY HENDRICKS, TRIBAL ELDER OF THE TUOLUMNE BAND
OF ME-WUK INDIANS

Sonny Hendricks, a Tribal Elder of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians, will discuss the rich and
varied culture of the Miwok people of the Sierra Nevada region. Throughout his life, Sonny has
traversed multiple cultural terrains, including working with and for his tribal community for nearly 50
years and collaborating with state and federal agencies across a variety of projects. He has held key
positions on many tribal government committees and boards, including the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribal
Council, Tuolumne Me-Wuk Indian Health Board and the Tuolumne Economic Development Authority.
Sonny is also the creator of the Tribe’s Language Preservation Program, which recognizes and nurtures
the vital link between language and culture. Sonny’s interagency experience has included work with the
U.S. Forest Service, the National Park Service, the California Office of Planning and Research, the
State Repatriation Oversight Commission, and the State Department of Juvenile Justice.

Tuesday, November 13, 2012

Auditorium, Yosemite Valley
Noon to 1 p.m.
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