Mt. Whitney Case Study

Garry Oye, District Ranger
Brian Spitek, Wilderness Ranger
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Mt. Whitney.

+ Historical Perspective
¢ Lessons Learned
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Historical Perspective

¢ 1873 First Ascent

» 1904 Trail Completed

¢» 1950s Whitney: Portall Development
» 1964 Wilderness Act

¢ 1970s Backpacking Beoem



Limited Entry Quotas

» 1974 75 people per day.

» 2001 Whitney: Trail
(100 day: and 60 everighit)
Nerth Eerk Lone Pine
(A5 evernight)
Trail Crest Exit
(251 per day)



| essons Learned

¢ Beware ofi Unintended Conseguences
¢ Visitors want toe do the Right Thing

» Good Fences doen‘t always make
goed neighboers

» N stich thing as a free: lunch
» Simple Is better
¢ The time 1S Rever rAghit e cliange



Unintended Consequences

¢ North Fork Lone Pine
¢ Tollets
¢ Trailhead Development
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Tollets
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Visitors want to do the right thing.

In 2007, visitors




Good Neighbors

¢ Seguola & Kings Canyon Natienal
Parks

¢ Yosemite National Park

y IRLErA0ENCY/
Coordination/Ceoperation




Trail Crest Exits 2007:
Average Visitors per Day

O From YOSE
M From SEKI
O From Inyo




No Free Lunch

¢ Reservations
¢ Permits




Simple Is Better

¢ Reservations
¢ lechnoelogy
¢ Quota Schemes




Time Is Never Right

¢ Need for Change
» Courage and LLeadership
¢ Public Notice & Public Invelvement




Future Direction

& Create a New Whitney Experience

¢ Personal cholce and responsibility,
— Safety and Resource Protection

¢ [ransit
— PoertallfRParking Lot ter Pertal Village
— Bears in Wilderness,, not Cars
— Cars i Valley, net at: destination

¢ Pulses of Use






| Practices that keep it WILD
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" know the rsk... Mt. Whitney
this place is wild. * B
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