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“In a country where 
nature has been so 
lavish . . . to set aside a 
few rivers in their 
natural state should be 
considered an 
obligation.” 

Sen. Frank Church, 1968

“. . . The time has also come 
to identify and preserve free-
flowing stretches of our great 
rivers . . .”

Lyndon Johnson, 1965



Wild and Scenic Rivers Act  1968
 Protects free-flowing 

condition

 Protects  water quality

 Protects and enhances 
the river’s 
Outstandingly 
Remarkable Values

 Ensures visitor access 
and enjoyment
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Merced Wild and Scenic River

 Congressionally 
designated in 1987

 Merced River from 
headwaters to El 
Portal

 South Fork Merced 
from Headwaters 
through Wawona

 Yosemite National 
Park:  81 miles
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Merced Wild and Scenic River
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Purposes of the River Plan
 Protect and enhance the

river’s Outstandingly 
Remarkable Values, water 
quality, and free-flowing 
condition

 Address:
---User Capacities
---Development of lands 
and facilities 
---Other management 
practices necessary to 
achieve the purposes of the 
Act
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 Outstandingly Remarkable 
Values (ORVs) are the 
qualities that make the 
river worthy of special 
protection

 Merced River:  24 ORVs 
scenic, recreational, 
geological, hydrological, 
biological, cultural

Outstandingly Remarkable Values
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Interagency WSR Council Criteria
The value must be river 
related or river dependent:

Located in the river or on its 
immediate shorelands (within a 
quarter-mile on either side of 
the river)  and

Contribute substantially to the 
functioning of the river 
ecosystem  or

Owe its location or existence to the 
presence of the river 
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Interagency WSR Council Criteria

The value must be rare, 
unique, or exemplary in 
a regional or national 
context:

A conspicuous example 
from among a number 
of similar values that 
are themselves 
uncommon or 
extraordinary. 



Merced ORV Development to Date
Date Participants

January 2010 Merced River Plan steering team and USFS Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
expert 

February 2010 Yosemite natural and cultural resource experts (about 30)

February 2010 Interagency Wild and Scenic Rivers Coordinating Council and two 
Yosemite employees

February  2010 Merced River Plan core team, environmental compliance contractors, 
and user capacity experts (about 40 Yosemite employees and 
colleagues)

March 2010 Yosemite National Park natural and cultural resource experts (about 
30, in subject area teams)

April 2010 Yosemite Management Team review (about 10 persons)

Fall 2010 Public, academic, and professional organization review, and local, 
state, and federal agency review. 

Spring 2011 Condition Assessment and Workshops





Overall Schedule

 Spring 2011 
Spring Workshops on Baseline Conditions and 
Management Concerns

 Summer 2011
Collaborative Development of Alternatives 
Concepts Workbook

 Fall 2011
Continued work with public on Alternatives 
Development

 Early 2012 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

 Summer/Fall 2012 
Public Comment and DEIS Workshops



Keep up to date!

MRP NPS website:

http://www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/mrp.htm
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