Nati /@ﬁﬁﬁerwce

ULS. Department ofi the Interior

Yosemite National Park

i\/Y' *ef'| ‘(/..

St

Planning
QVeERIeEW anad
Jpeaite

Ao, 2001

EXCESESRAFEN BEES Y SO MU SRS ANVIFESR A @A



HIGHWAY ACROSS BOULDER DAM, COMNECTING NEVADA AND ARIZONA ll’n a Country Where
nature has been so
lavish . . . to set aside a

versunithenr

- natural state should be

. GOHSTOErEUIan]

7.l obligation.™

[kl

‘2
U

27l Frzielle Critirer), 153

“. .. The time has also come
to identify and preserve free-
11 OVIRYSTHEICHESIOIOUIRGIEaT;
rivers.. .=

EVICE WU EAN

ﬂ-"‘;ﬂll’lnl;m —
(

kW F0

o) RS ULREN n

Lyselog) Joriisar), 1235

EASESESREFEAN MG ES Y SO RURR S ARV BESR S NE A




Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 1968
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Merced Wild and Scenic River
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Merced Wild and Scenic River
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Purposes of the River Plan
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Interagency WSR Council Criteria

The value must be river
related or river dependent:

Located in the river or on its
immediate shorelands (within a
guarter-mile on either side of
the river) and

Contribute substantially to the
functioning of the river
ecosystem or

Owe its location or existence to the
presence of the river




Interagency WSR Council Criteria
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The value must be rare,
unique, or exemplary in
a regional or national
context:

A conspicuous example
from among a numbper
of similar values that
are themselves
UNCOMMOon Of
extraordinary.



Merced ORV Development to Date

Date

January 2010

February 2010

February 2010

February 2010

March 2010

April 2010
Fall 2010

Spring 2011

Participants

Merced River Plan steering team and USFS Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
expert

Yosemite natural and cultural resource experts (about 30)

Interagency Wild and Scenic Rivers Coordinating Council and two
Yosemite employees

Merced River Plan core team, environmental compliance contractors,
and user capacity experts (about 40 Yosemite employees and
colleagues)

Yosemite National Park natural and cultural resource experts (about
30, in subject area teams)

Yosemite Management Team review (about 10 persons)

Public, academic, and professional organization review, and local,
state, and federal agency review.

Condition Assessment and Workshops
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In 1987 the U.5. Congress designated the
Merced a Wild and Scenic River to preserve its
free-flowing condition and to protect and
enhance the unique values that made it worthy
of special protection under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act. Both the Merced River above,
through, and below Yozemite valley, and the
South Fork of the Merced abowve, through, and
below Wawona have this special status.

In accordance with the law, the National Park
Service (NPFS) is preparing the Merced Wild and Scenic River Comprehensive Management Flan
and Environmental Impact Statement (Merced River Plan/EIS) for the 81 miles of the river
within Yosemite Mational Park. When completed, the plan will guide future management of activities
in the river corridor, including site-specific actions needed to protect the river in Yosemite Valley, El
Fortal, and Wawona.

Yosemite National Park has put together a dynamic team of professionals to develop this plan. The
team brings an enthusiasm and commitment to developing a Merced River Flan that protects the
river's values for present and future generations. Assisting the team is a large group of subject
matter experts on the Yosemite Staff; park managers will be utilizing the skills of other experts as
well. All of us look forward to working with you in this exciting process.
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