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MERCED RIVER PLAN...ProvioinG Access AND PROTECTING RESOURCES

RiVER VALUES

Exceptional water quality exists throughout the river corridor

Bridges, riprap, levees and impoundments affect free-
flowing conditions in some segments of the river

High visitor use has caused fragmentation and trampling
in El Cap, Leidig, Sentinel, and other meadows

Traditional cultural practices by Indian people protected through
the American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978
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PuBLic Access AND User CApPACITY

Yosemite Valley Peak Daily Visitation: ~20,500 people

o

» Day-use Peak Visitation: ~14,600 people
% Overnight Peak Visitation: ~5,900 people

Management tools
% Traffic management
% Directed parking in Camp 6 day-use parking lot

% Redirecting traffic at El Cap crossover

Commercial and privately owned boats allowed between

Stoneman Bridge and Sentinal Beach Picnic Area
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Visitor density relates to recreation and scenic outstandingly remarkable values. The alternatives will generally affect the visitor
density at attraction sites, such as Lower Yosemite Fall and Merced River beaches.

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior

LAND USE

\ Parking capacities include day and overnight visitors,
residents, and administrative personnel
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% Yosemite Valley Parking: ~5,400 spaces
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% Wawona Parking: ~710 spaces

% El Portal Parking: ~1,372 spaces

- Proximity of some campsites to the river causes trampling and
~ riverbank erosion that inhibits riparian vegetation growth
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% Yosemite Valley Camping: ~470 sites
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s Wawona Camping: ~100 sites

The National Park Service conducts visitor-use research to study perceived crowding levels.

Day-use parking area at Camp 6




