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SAFETY CONCERNS

WILDERNESS ISSUES



Safety Concerns

FALLS FROM THE CABLE ROUTE?

1969 -2005   6 FALLS,  0 FATALITIES

2006-2011   8 FALLS,  4 FATALITIES
WITH ONE NEAR MISS



NEAR MISS

NEAR MISS



WET 
ROCK

6
of the 8 accidents 
since 2006
happened while 
the rock was wet



STUDIES
2006                                         2008



ACCIDENTS 
JUNE 2009

June 13
June 6



The Safety Issue

Allow Unimpeded Travel
Maintain a free flow of movement up 
and down the cables.

Give hikers the ability to get off the cables
when they choose.



FROM 2008 STUDY:

On weekdays hikers were 
generally able to move up and 
down the cables with little or no 
queuing or gridlock.

WEEKDAY USE AVERAGED ~ 400 people per day



2010 Interim Permit Program

 300 Day Use Permits
 100 slots to Wilderness Permit Holders





2010 Permit Program- the view 
from the Half Dome Trail 

Permit Day



Non Permit
Day



2011 Interim Permit Program
Permits Required 7 Days a Week



Comment emails since March 1:
 “Our group has been hiking Half Dome for years 

never having a problem and now cannot get 
permits. This sucks, whoever did this sucks!”

 “I cannot begin to say what a giant screw up this 
plan is. Whoever is responsible should be fired 
immediately.”

 “Does something smell rotten in Yosemite to you? 
It does to me”.

 “It makes me ashamed to be an American”



Craigslist

Half Dome Permit - $100 (Santa Clara)

Date: 2011-03-10, 2:35PM PST

Reply to: sale-ru56v-2258415184@craigslist.org

May 27th (8 tickets)June 5 

(2 tickets)$100 each

mailto:sale-ru56v-2258415184@craigslist.org�


The Half Dome Trail Stewardship
Plan - Environmental Assessment



HALF DOME IS WILDERNESS



Half Dome 1915



Half Dome Plan 2-Year Timeline

 June 2010 – Public 
Scoping Period

 Sept. 2011 – Draft Plan 
released for Public 
Comment

 November 2011 –
Decision signed

Half  Dome Trail Stewardship Plan



Half  Dome Trail EA Project Team

Project Managers:
Mark Marschall: Mark_Marschall@nps.gov
Mark Fincher: Mark_Fincher@nps.gov

Visitor Use Scientists:
Bret Meldrum: Bret_Meldrum@nps.gov
Dave Pettebone: David_Pettebone@nps.gov

Public Outreach Manager:
Donna Sisson: Donna_Sisson@nps.gov

NEPA and NHPA Compliance Specialist:
Echo Davenport: Erin_Davenport@nps.gov

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior



Half  Dome Trail Stewardship Plan
E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A

Share your comments on-line:

Parkplanning.nps.gov

Stay informed, visit our website:

nps.gov/yose
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