
70
00

8
0
0
0

75
0
0

50
00

400
0

5500

7000

65
0
0

40
00

5
5
0
0

6000

5
5
0
0

5
0
0
0

65
0
0

4
5
0
0

5
5
0
0

7
0
0
0

6500

6
0
0
0 5
5
0
0

6
5
0
0

550
0

Vall
ey L

oop
 Tra

il

Valley
 Loop Trail

V
a
l
l
e
y
 

L
o
o
p
 
T
r
a
il

M
ir
r
o
r
 

La
ke
 L
o
o
p

John Muir 

Trail

F
o
u
r
 
M
il
e
 

Tr
a
il

Mist 

Trail

M
ir
r
o
r
 

La
ke
 L
o
o
p

L
o
w
e
r
 
Y
o
s
e
m
it
e
 

F
a
l
l
s
 
T
r
a
il

Va
lle

y Loop
 Trai

l

Valley Loop 
Tr
a
il

Valley Loop Trail

V

a
l
l
e
y
 
L
o
o
p
 
T
r
a
il

V
a
l
l
e
y
 
L

oo
p  

T

ra
il

U
p
p
e
r
 
Y
o

s
e
m
it
e 
Fa
ll
s T

r
a
il

Valle

y
 
L

oop Trail

Happy
Isles
Bridge

Clark's
Bridge

Tenaya
Bridge

Ahwahnee

Bridge

Sugar
Pine
Bridge

Stoneman

Bridge

Housekeeping
Camp

Footbridge

Superintendent’s
Footbridge

Sentinel

Bridge

Maintenance area  

Swinging Bridge

El Capitan

Bridge

Pohono

Bridge

Curry Village

The Ahwahnee
Yosemite Village

Yosemite Lodge

Housekeeping

Camp

Slaughterhouse

Meadow

Leidig

Meadow

Sentinel

Meadow

Ahwahnee

Meadow

Stoneman

Meadow

Cook's

Meadow

El Capitan

Meadow

Bridalveil

Fall

Devil's

Elbow

N
o
r
t
h
s
id
e
 
D
r
iv
e

To
 w
aw

on
a

Upper Pines

Campground

Glacier

Point

North & Lower

Pines Campground

Wahhoga

Cultural

Site

Camp 4

Backpackers Camp

Cathedral

Beach

Sentinel

Beach

Merced Wild and Scenic River Plan
Yosemite Valley Concepts

October 2011

Map Features
Bridges

Buildings

500 ft elevation contours

Rock Fall Hazard Boundary–

Meadows and Wetlands

100 year flood plain

trails

Existing Parking

Existing Camping

Proposed Camping

Existing Picnic Areas

Proposed Picnic Areas

Focused Meadow Restoration

Recreational River Access

Focused Restoration

Focused River Restoration effort

Maintenance ConceptMaintenance Concept– Please see 

detailed site concept drawing

Yosemite Village and Camp Six; 

Roundabout Intersection Option– 

Please see detailed site concept 

drawing

Yosemite Village and Camp Six; “T” 

Intersection Option– Please see  

detailed site concept drawing

b
b

c
c

A
b

Yosemite Lodge Concept

–Please see detailed 

site concept drawing

Restore and protect riverbank 

downstream of Pohono bridge 

to Big Oak Flat Road

• Redesign trail to the 

falls; restore and 

re-vegetate the 

network of social 

trails

Formalize parking/picnic 

area and use fencing and 

signage to aid visitor use 

and wayfinding

Extend camping 

opportunities to the 

former Yosemite 

Lodge Annex site, 

south of Northside 

Drive

• Repair river bank erosion

• Formalize picnic area and 

re-vegetate surrounding social 

trails.

Relocate stables and 

re-purpose area for camping

Remove Sugar Pine Bridge 

and Ahwahnee Bridge,

Expand Upper pines campground 

adding R.V. sites and walk-in 

campsites

Former upper and lower river campground

Create group camping, walk-in camping, day 

use or picnic area on higher ground; 

restore meadow and remaining floodplain 

ecosystem near river

Focused site Restoration Actions
The following actions would be appropriate:

• Re-vegetate sensitive degraded areas and social trails

• Provide sustainable river access for recreation purposes

• Define specific edges to and in informal parking areas

• Improve wayfinding methods and signs

Meadow Restoration Actions
Any combination of these actions would be used where appropriate to 

increase meadow connectivity and improve biological integrity.

• Remove old roadbeds, social trails and abandoned infrastructure to improve hydrology 

and re-vegetate with native material

• Fill in irrigation ditches and re-vegetate with native material

• Install boardwalks or delineate walkways to protect meadows

River Protection and 

Restoration Actions
• Establish a river protection zone along the banks of the Merced River

• Restore river channel from Clark's bridge to Sentinel bridge 

• Remove river rip rap where appropriate and incorporate woody material into riverbanks 

and channels

• Facilitate river restoration by redirecting some uses to more stable river access points 

Merced River Plan Goals

The overall goal of the Merced River Plan is to protect and enhance the values for which the 

river was designated wild and scenic, leaving the river unimpaired for future generations. 

• Ecological and Natural 

Resource Values
Promote the river's ability to shape the landscape, reducing 

impediments to free flow, improving geologic/hydrologic 

processes, restoring flood plains and meadows, and 

protecting water quality.

• Opportunities for Direct 

Connection to River Values
Support opportunities for people to experience and develop 

direct connections to the Merced and its unique values as a 

place of cultural association, education, recreation, 

reflection, and inspiration.

• Visitor-Use Management 

Program
Institute a visitor-use management program that balances the 

provision of high-quality, resource-related visitor use 

opportunities in the river corridor with the protection and 

enhancement of natural and cultural river values today and 

into the future.

• Land Uses and Associated 

Developments
Provide clear direction on land uses and associated 

developments in the river corridor, allowing for the 

infrastructure necessary to support the protection and 

enhancement of river values.

Land Use and Associated 

Re-development Actions
• Improve visitor experience through minimal improvements to existing facilities

• Minimize vehicular/pedestrian/bike circulation conflicts 

• Decrease traffic congestion

• Utilize only existing disturbed areas for improvements in developed areas and maintain 

existing vegetation

• Increase overall number of camping sites throughout Yosemite Valley

• Add or improve day use picnic areas and river access areas

• Remove Concession Headquarters/Garage Buildings and relocate these services out of the 

Valley. Use these areas to increase parking capacity.

• Widen existing pedestrian/bike paths to 12' and separate these two activities wherever 

possible

• Keep all design elements consistent with park design guidelines 

• Use area behind Yosemite Lodge for dedicated R.V. parking and remove from Camp 6 parking 

area to increase vehicle parking

• Provide permanent restroom facilities/visitor information at Camp 6 and Yosemite Lodge

A b c


