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Site Map for Yosemite Purchase, ca. 1939; Design and Engineering Collection. Gateways to Yosemite 
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semite Park and Curry Company Collection.

Front Cover: Yosemite Newspaper Clippings Col-
lection, Scrapbook Four, page 80.

Previous pages: Museum cornerstone being laid 
at New Village dedication, November 16, 1924. 
Stephen Mather at right center. Negative RL-
13,611.

Back Cover: Two track toboggan with rope 
conveyor, Yosemite Valley, 1927. Winter Club 
Scrapbook, page 3.

The Yosemite National Park Archives is a 
repository operated by the U.S. National 
Park Service (NPS) that collects, preserves, 
and makes accessible the documentary 
history of Yosemite National Park. Few 
records were kept following the establish-
ment of Yosemite as a protected area in 
1864 and its eventual designation as a na-
tional park in 1890. It was not until the Na-
tional Park Service assumed administration 
of the park in 1916 that park records and as-
sociated manuscripts began to be formally 
acquired and managed as a collection. 

Beginning in 1920, Yosemite naturalist An-
sel Hall solicited loans and gifts of docu-
ments and artifacts for a park museum 
collection. In 1924, Yosemite completed 
construction of the first purpose-built mu-
seum in the NPS system. A research library 
was established for park staff and general 
public use. Early NPS employees collected 
and maintained manuscripts, photographs, 
and rare book donations as well as official 
government records. 

Early NPS acquisition policies consisted 
of collecting information to “tell the park 
story” to visitors. By the 1950s, the NPS was 
beginning to standardize its museum prac-
tices service-wide. Professionalism of the 
NPS Museum Program originated in the 
1970s and included new federal mandates 
to care for agency records. The Yosemite 
Valley Museum building attic was retro-
fitted as a park “Records Center,” and its 
management became a collateral duty of 
the park research librarian. 

Recognition of archival collections man-
agement as a distinct practice within the 
museum program came slowly. The identi-

fication of resources management records 
renewed appreciation for the on-site avail-
ability of archives to park staff. By 1989, the 
park appointed the park historian to care 
for the archives. It soon became obvious 
that the steady growth of the park archival 
collection would call for an enlarged space. 
In 1996, the park constructed a new cli-
mate-controlled storage space at the NPS 
Administrative Complex in El Portal, Cali-
fornia. The park hired the first professional 
archivist in 2005.

Today, the Yosemite Archives contains over 
three million items, including documents, 
photographs, motion picture film, maps, 
plans, and oral histories. Some of the more 
notable holdings include the business 
records of the Yosemite Park and Curry 
Company, which was the longest operating 
NPS concessionaire; the Joseph Dixon Col-
lection, created by an early naturalist who 
took thousands of photographs document-
ing natural history in Yosemite and other 
western parks; and the Yosemite Nature 
Notes Collection, a long-running publi-
cation. The Yosemite Archives provides 
critical information to public researchers 
and park employees for study, education, 
and the ongoing management of resources 
within one of the nation’s most iconic 
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Craig Bates Collection
1973 - 2005

Craig Bates joined the National Park Ser-
vice in 1973 when he became a technician 
for the Indian Cultural Program at Yosem-
ite. He returned as an Indian cultural spe-
cialist in 1976, and took the position of as-
sistant curator in 1980. Procuring, curating, 
and preserving artifacts and objects were 
his primary responsibility. 

Bates conducted research and wrote papers 
on such diverse topics as traditional dances 
and ceremonial regalia. His expertise, how-
ever, lay in Native American basketry and 
weaving. For the last two decades of his 
career at Yosemite, Bates served as curator 
of ethnography. His most notable publica-
tion was a collaboration with Martha Lee, 
who was his assistant at the time. The book, 
entitled Tradition and Innovation: A Basket 
History of the Indians of the Yosemite-Mono 
Lake Area, is considered a definitive work 
in the field. Bates’ papers are significant in 
that they reflect more recent scholarship 
on Native American history than do many 
other sources represented in the archives.

Twenty-four (24) cubic feet of records are 
organized into 8 series: Series I, General 
Research; Series II: Yosemite Collection; 
Series III: Correspondence; Series IV: Mi-
wok Files; Series V: Berlin Files; Series VI: 
Sources/Research; Series VII: Ethnographic 
Appraisals; Series VIII: NAGPRA Records. 

Laura White Brunner Papers
1916 - 1945

Known for climbing Half Dome in 1915 be-
fore the NPS began installing cables, Laura 
Brunner was both a laundress employed by 

the Curry Camping Company and an early 
mountain climber. Brunner was the author 
of several magazine articles on her early life 
in the park. One cubic foot of papers de-
picts her life at Yosemite from 1916 to 1917, 
and includes an unpublished manuscript. 

The United States Department of the
Interior Cavalry Collection
1891 - 1914

From the 1890s through about 1914, the US 
Cavalry was deployed to maintain order in 
Yosemite. Their mandate was to prevent 
trespass by shepherds, miners, and cattle-
men, to eliminate illegal hunting, and to 
suppress fires. Approximately 5 cubic feet 
of records include annual reports by park 
superintendents, correspondence, letter-
press copy books, ledger books, monthly 
reports, and patrol books. Duplicates of 
original records may be housed at the Na-
tional Archives. This collection documents 
both the routine protection and security ac-
tivities of the cavalry at Yosemite, as well as 
the cavalry’s views on how the park should 
be managed. Arranged into series by docu-
ment type.

Galen Clark Papers
1837 - 1910

Galen Clark was the owner of Clark's 
Station, which later became the Wawona 
Hotel. Clark first came to Yosemite Val-
ley in 1855 with a tourist party. He became 
the first guardian of Yosemite from 1866 
to 1880. These personal papers document 
all aspects of Clark’s life, including the 
management of Yosemite. The 0.3 cubic 
feet of correspondence was microfilmed in 
chronological order. Arranged by accession 
number.
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Fire Management Office Records
1930s - 1990s

Created by Yosemite staff responsible for 
fire activities in the park, these records 
document the planning for fire look-outs 
and staffing, and include fire management 
reports. Approximately 63 cubic feet of 
records include two ledgers of correspon-
dence, reports, and resources allocation 
records. Subjects: The history of fire re-
sources allocation. Arranged by subject and 
date.

Linda Greene’s Research Papers
ca. 1987

Linda Wedel Greene was a research histo-
rian and cultural resources specialist for the 
National Park Service. She wrote Yosem-
ite: the Park and its Resources (1987) while 
working for the NPS Branch of Cultural 
Resources, Denver Service Center. She 
also wrote similar historical resource stud-
ies for several other western National Park 

units. Approximately 6 cubic feet of papers 
consist of notes and manuscripts, as well 
as photocopies for a park history narrative. 
Subjects: Yosemite’s historic, cultural, and 
natural resources. Arranged by subject. 

Guardian of Yosemite Valley 
and Big Tree Grove Collection
1886 - 1906

The State of California administered the 
Yosemite Valley until 1906. These records 
were generated by various guardians of 
Yosemite Valley and are among the old-
est records in the archives. The collection 
of 1.5 cubic feet consists of 13 letterpress 
books. These original volumes of corre-
spondence have suffered some water dam-
age. Although they have been microfilmed, 
the quality of the microfilm is problematic. 
The letterpress records of correspondence 
document the early administration of the 
Yosemite Valley by the State of California 
including allocation of land for grazing, 

This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.

Troop K, 4th Cavalry, Camp Wood, Yosemite, 1896. Photographer Eugene Goodrich, last on right, 
second row. Negative RL-2749. 
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farming, mining, and other uses. Arranged 
by date in thirteen volumes.

Bill and Mary Hood Files
1950s - 1963

Bill and Mary Hood were amateur histori-
ans, active photographers, and producers 
of historic base maps for Yosemite. This 
collection includes many copy images taken 
from other California repositories, includ-
ing the Bancroft Library at the University 
of California at Berkeley and Stanford 
University. Since the park does not have the 
copyright to these images, it does not pro-
vide copies for publication, distribution, or 
exhibition of the reproduced images. 

Approximately 6 cubic feet of materials 
include 35 mm silver gelatin negatives, 3x5” 
prints, note cards, and indices in notebooks 
to photographic holdings in all major 
California collections relating to Yosemite. 
Subjects: Yosemite natural and cultural 
history, including place names, structures, 
transportation, logging, geology, and 
botany (predominantly Mariposa Grove). 
Arranged by document type.

N. King Huber Collection
1949 - 2006

N. King Huber was a geologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey who specialized in the 
geology of Yosemite and the Sierra Nevada. 
Huber was the author of The Geological 
Story of Yosemite National Park. His collec-
tion contains approximately 4.5 cubic feet 
of records. This includes oversized research 
material dealing especially with the ancient 
Tuolumne River and Yosemite Valley. This 
collection has two file groupings: the first 
is correspondence, the second is research, 
publications, and historical geology. In ad-
dition, it includes a nearly complete set of 
King’s publications, geologic maps, mono-
graphs, and his bibliographic card file. 

Some maps and monographs were King’s 
working copies and contain his notes. King 
worked with photocopies from the USGS 
and other libraries. His files contain copies 
of many Sierra-related articles and mono-
graphs with difficult-to-trace origins. King’s 
correspondence files include many of his 
review comments on impending publica-
tions, as well as debate of geological issues. 
Among the unpublished manuscripts in 
King’s papers is a book-length treatment by 
Scott Stine of the Walker Party’s crossing of 
the Sierra in 1833.

Lucy Telles, a Yosemite-Mono Lake Paiute and 
basketmaker. Photograph taken in Yosemite 
Valley, ca. 1950s.

James Mason Hutchings Papers
1860 - 1907

Guardian of Yosemite from 1880 to 1884, 
James Mason Hutchings was also the pub-
lisher of Hutchings California Magazine 
(1856 - 1861) and a publicist involved with 
early photographers. Hutchings was a val-
ley settler in the 1860s. He brought the first 
tourists to Yosemite in 1855 and later be-
came the state administrator or guardian of 
the valley. There is a microfilm copy of this 
collection. 

This collection consists of approximately 
1.5 cubic feet of correspondence, journals, 
manuscripts, notes, programs, scrapbooks, 
stereographs, and page proofs of wood-
block prints for illustrations in the Hutch-
ings California Magazine. Subjects: Early 
papers of the State of California’s manage-
ment of Yosemite, with emphasis on public 
relations and outreach to tourists. Arranged 
by accession number.

Frank Latta Papers
1922 - 1980

Frank Latta (1892 - 1978) was a historian, 
teacher, curator, author, and ethnographer 
who wrote extensively on the central and 
southern San Joaquin Valley and Sierra 
Nevada. This collection consists of his eth-
nographic records. The remainder of his 
personal papers were divided between pri-
vate collectors and the Huntington Library. 
A good friend of ethnographer and linguist 
John P. Harrington, Latta collected exten-
sive information on Fort Miller and the 
Native Americans of the central and south-
ern San Joaquin Valley. In particular, Latta 
interviewed many Native Americans about 
their languages, folklore, and cultures, par-
ticularly the Miwok and Yokuts peoples.
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Note: Information on archeological sites 
and ethnographic data may be restricted 
due to federal privacy and Native Ameri-
can Religious Freedom legislation. Ap-
proximately 22 cubic feet of records include 
book manuscripts, correspondence, ethno-
graphic dictionaries, genealogical notes, in-
terview notes, lists, maps, publications, and 
research materials such as language notes. 

Subjects: An ethnography of the southern 
Sierra Nevada and the southern San Joa-
quin Valley in California. The collection  
has extensive information on the historic 
landscape, built environment, language, 
customs, and activities of the Miwok and 
Yokuts peoples, as well as Fort Miller. Ar-
ranged into series by manuscript and re-
search subject. 

Francois Matthes Papers
1912 - 1948

Francois Matthes was a geographer for 
the United States Geological Survey who 
completed topographic work on Yosemite 
Valley around 1904. The rest of Matthes’ 
papers are at the USGS. Note: Photographs 
have been removed from this collection 
and are housed in the museum vault. 

Subjects: The topographic features of the 
Yosemite Valley and the work of the USGS 
around 1904. The photographs primarily 
document geographic features. Approxi-
mately one cubic foot of records include 
correspondence, maps, and photographs. 

Note: The original order was dismantled at 
some time in the past. The collection was 
then filed and cataloged by subject. The 
collection has since been put back in order 
by document type.
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The Merced Canyon Committee Papers
1980s

The Merced Canyon Committee was a vol-
unteer organization which fought the de-
velopment of a power dam on the Merced 
River in the 1970s and 1980s. The project 
included a dam, penstock, tunnel, and a 
power plant. Once the project was defeated 
through public outcry, and the Merced Riv-
er received Wild and Scenic River status, 
the committee disbanded. Approximately 
11 cubic feet of records include correspon-
dence, hearing minutes, maps, membership 
lists, newsletters, and 35 mm color slides. 
Subjects: The geography, geology, and his-
tory of the Merced River in Yosemite and 
the potential impact of a dam and power 
plant. Arranged by subject and issue. 

NPS Chief Ranger's Records
1974 - 1977

These copies of correspondence were 
maintained as a chronological file by the of-
fice of the NPS Yosemite Chief Ranger. The 
file contains approximately 7.5 cubic feet of 
correspondence, ephemera, and reports. 
Subjects: The management of Yosemite 
from 1974-1977. Arranged chronologically. 

NPS Yosemite Concessions 
Management Office Records
1980s - 2000

This collection was created by the staff of 
the NPS Yosemite Concessions Office to 
document their activities between the 1980s  
and 2000. Approximately 15 cubic feet of 
records include correspondence, evalua-
tions of facilities, investigations, ledgers, 
and price information. Subject: Conces-
sionaires who have operated at Yosemite 
and their facilities, products, and services. 
Arranged chronologically and roughly by 
document type.

NPS Division of Interpretation Records
1920s - 2002

Yosemite ranger-naturalists, such as Karl 
Russell, assembled these records. Russell 
was the author of A Hundred Years in Yo-
semite (1947), the first administrative history 
of Yosemite. Some of Russell’s personal pa-
pers as a naturalist are also included within 
this collection. Approximately 20 cubic feet 
of records include correspondence, manu-
scripts, and reports. Subjects: Activities of 
ranger naturalists at Yosemite, interpretive 
programming, the Yosemite Museum,  Vis-
itor's Center, and Wawona Pioneer Yosem-
ite History Center.  Arranged by file code.

NPS Yosemite Field School 
of Natural History Collection
1927 - 1980s

NPS Yosemite Field School of Natural His-
tory was started under the joint auspices of 
the National Park Service and the Califor-
nia Fish and Game Commission. It’s staff 
consisted of park naturalists, university 
professors, and scientists. Much of the staff 
came from the University of California at 
Berkeley. Each year, the Field School picked 
two plats of land in Yosemite and taught 
students to study and track natural pro-
cesses in these areas. In the Field School, 
students learned research processes for 
archeology, geology, botany, and zoology, 
and produced research reports. The field 
scrapbooks document the individuals in-
volved and the work they did, as well as 
their social activities. 

Approximately 5 cubic feet of bound vol-
umes and notebooks contain drawings, 
maps, photographs, and typed and hand-
written notes. Included are scrapbooks 
kept by Field School students of their trips, 
along with reports on their research. Ar-
ranged first by format into two series: 1) 
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Dr. Bryant with the Yosemite Field School of Natural History, July 7, 1931. Negative 5838.

Research Reports and 2) Scrapbooks, then 
arranged chronologically.

NPS Yosemite Forestry Office Records
1911 - 1991

This collection was created by the NPS 
Forestry Office staff at Yosemite. A signifi-
cant portion was created by Emil Ernst, 
a forester who was also involved in land 
exchanges. An amateur historian, Ernst 
studied grazing and wrote about the early 
guardians of the park. Ernst also wrote 
about meadow succession and prescribed 
burning long before such concepts were 
common. 

Approximately 38 cubic feet of records 
include annual reports, correspondence, 
maps, manuscripts, monthly reports, and 
plat records. Subjects: Yosemite forests 
and the effects of fire, insects, and human 
activities over time. Arranged into series 
by topic or function: 1) land activities, 2) 
needle miners, 3) blister rust, 4) private 

lands, 5) fire records, 6) logging, and 7) re-
vegetation. 

NPS Yosemite General 
Management Plan Collection
1960s - 1980

The Yosemite Master Plan Team created 
this collection under the guidance of Team 
Captain John Reynolds. It contains ap-
proximately 23 cubic feet of records, draft 
General Management Plans, published 
GMPs, and supporting reports and records. 
Subjects: General Management Plans and 
preparations. Arranged chronologically.

NPS Yosemite Management Assistant 
and Public Information Office Records
1971 - 1982

These records consist of the chronological 
files prepared for use by the Yosemite man-
agement assistant and Public Information 
Office between 1971-1982. It has approxi-
mately 3.5 cubic feet of records. Subject: 
The public relations and management of 
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Marketing ephemera 
from the Yosemite 

Park and Curry 
Company Collec-

tion, ca. 1930s. 

National Park Service  12This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.



13  Repository Guide

Yosemite. Arranged chronologically by date 
of creation.

NPS Yosemite Park 
Superintendent's Records
1954 -1983

Three superintendents created these ref-
erence files of originals and copies. They 
document the management of Yosemite by 
John Preston (1954-1965), Lesley Arnberger 
(1974-1978), and Bob Binnewies (1979-1983). 
Approximately 5 cubic feet of records in-
clude correspondence, reports, and other 
copy documentation. Subjects: The day-
to-day life of park superintendents and the 
activities, events, personnel, facilities, and 
operations of Yosemite. Arranged first into 
three series by superintendent, then ar-
ranged chronologically.

NPS Yosemite Protection Division Records
1930 - 1992

The Chief Ranger's Office created this col-
lection as a reference file to document the 

day-to-day activities of the rangers and 
the division. Approximately 11 cubic feet 
of records include correspondence, daily 
records of activities in the Yosemite Valley 
district (called the comic book), log books, 
and monthly visitor use reports from the 
1950s. Subjects: A variety of law enforce-
ment activities including animal removals, 
arrests, missing persons, ranger activities, 
rescues, traffic surveys, and visitor protec-
tion. Arranged roughly by file code, then 
chronologically.

NPS Yosemite Resource 
Management Records
1920 - 2002

This collection consists of original and 
duplicate correspondence and records as-
sembled to serve as a central reference file 
for Yosemite. During the 1960s, parts of this 
collection were sent to the Federal Records 
Center in San Bruno, California. The Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration 
in Washington, D.C. now holds the su-

Quinine fungus eradication, December 15, 1948. Historic Photography Collection. 
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perintendent’s correspondence, 1912-1963. 
Approximately 220 cubic feet of records 
include duplicate architectural drawings, 
correspondence, brochures, drawings, 
maps, master plans, and NPS published 
and unpublished reports. Approximately 60 
cubic feet of these records from the 1960s 
are stored in the Federal Records Center in 
San Bruno, California. Subjects: Activities, 
events, facilities, operations, and personnel 
of Yosemite National Park from the 1920s 
to the present. Arranged alpha-numerically, 
then chronologically.

NPS Yosemite Wilderness Historic 
Resources Survey Collection
1988 - 1995

The Wilderness Historic Resources Sur-
vey for the park led to the creation of 
documentation of historic resources in the 
park's wilderness. Approximately 6 cubic 
feet of materials include data sheets, maps, 
photographs, and drawings. Sample forms 
contain site description, location, related 
artifacts, area dimensions, references, and 
vegetation for blazes, buildings, structure, 
trails, and features. 

Subjects: Landscape features of the Yosem-
ite wilderness. Arranged into five series: 1) 
blazes, 2) buildings, 3) structures, 4) trails, 
and 5) features, in the order in which they 
were found. Note: This information is in 
the process of being entered into a geo-
graphic information system (GIS).

Joseph Paquette Papers
1975 - 1983

Joseph Paquette was an accountant with 
the Yosemite Park and Curry Company 
who wrote largely unpublished poetry on 
Yosemite. The collection was donated by 
Paquette’s family. Approximately 1.5 cubic 
feet of records consist of poetry, unpub-

lished book manuscripts, and a copy of his 
published book, The Poetry of Joseph R. Pa-
quette. Subjects: Poetic commentary on the 
beauty of Yosemite. Unarranged.

Harry Parker Papers
1930s - 1950s

Harry Parker was a Yosemite naturalist 
who was also involved with teaching at the 
Yosemite Field School of Natural History. 
There are approximately 2 cubic feet of 
records including mimeographed articles, 
notes, and manuscripts relating to his natu-
ralist activities. Subjects: The natural his-
tory of Yosemite. Arranged by subject. 

Pioneer Yosemite History Center Collection
1958 - 1964

This collection consists of files on the ve-
hicles and structures at the Pioneer Yosem-
ite History Center at Wawona. It is heavily 
used by researchers in the fields of restora-
tion, conservation, and historic structures. 
There are 1.75 cubic feet of photographs, 
notes, and sketches. Subjects: The build-
ings, structures, and vehicles at the Pioneer 
Yosemite History Center in the Wawona 
district of Yosemite. Arranged by structure 
or vehicle type.

Powerhouse Collection
1918 - 1980

The Yosemite Powerhouse was first opened 
for service in 1918 and was decommissioned 
in 1982. Between those times it served as 
the major source for power in Yosemite. 
Approximately 18 cubic feet of ledger sheets 
document power usage in the park. Sub-
jects: Power usage in Yosemite between 
1918 and 1980, as well as weather patterns 
during this period. Arrangement is roughly 
chronological.
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Research Library Oral History Collection
1948 - 1986

NPS staff conducted these interviews with 
park personnel, former Yosemite cavalry, 
sheepherders who herded in the park in the 
1870s, and other individuals who lived or 
worked in or near the park. Approximately 
200 original tapes (reel to reel), three of 
which have been transcribed. The 400 cas-
sette tapes consist of a usage copy and a 
master copy, and have now been digitized 
onto audible CD. 

Subjects: The activities, events, and daily 
life of cavalry employees, farmers, pioneers, 
sheepherders, and park personnel who 
worked in the Yosemite area. The inter-
views cover the period between the 1870s 
and 1986. Arranged in numerical order, 
largely chronological by taping sequence. 
Tapes are also indexed by interviewee. 

David Robertson Papers
1980 - 1990

David Robertson was a professor of Ameri-
can Studies at the University of California 
at Davis and author of several books on 
Yosemite. Approximately 4 cubic feet of 
records include correspondence, drafts 
of book manuscripts about Yosemite, and 
notes. Subject: A history of the artists who 
have lived or worked in Yosemite and their 
drawings, paintings, and sculpture. Manu-
scripts are arranged into series by date, 
then by subject.

Shirley Sargent Papers
1970 - 2004

Shirley Sargent was a long time resident, 
writer, and historian at Yosemite. She was 
the author of many books on Yosemite, 
including Yosemite and Its Innkeepers, a vol-
ume on concessionaires in the park. Note: 
A large portion of her research papers were 

lost in a forest fire in 1990. However, there 
are another 1 cubic foot of Sargent's papers 
at the University of the Pacific. Yosemite is 
home to approximately 3.25 cubic feet of 
book manuscripts and notes. Subjects: Yo-
semite structures, famous explorers, locals, 
and visitors. Arranged by subject. 

Allan Shields Papers
1950s - 1970s

Allan Shields was a philosophy professor, 
owner of the Jerseydale Press, and Yo-
semite seasonal naturalist. He created and 
donated these published and unpublished 
materials on Yosemite. The 0.75 cubic feet 
of records includes articles, bibliographies, 
copies of newspaper excerpts, drafts of 
correspondence and reports, as well as 
copyrighted unpublished materials. Ar-
rangement is largely by topic or publication 
title.

James Snyder Collection
1988 - 2004

James Snyder worked as a volunteer for 
ranger Clyde Quick and his wife Arthayda 
at the Yosemite Creek Campground, Har-
din Lake Campground, and White Wolf 
between 1958 and 1961. He began working 
for the Yosemite National Park Roads and 
Trails Offic in the summer of 1962, and be-
came a foreman in 1965. Snyder received a 
BA and MA from UC Davis, and returned 
to trail work in spring 1972. In 1988, the 
park received a grant from The Yosemite 
Fund to do a Wilderness Historic Resourc-
es Survey led by Snyder. Superintendent 
Jack Morehead saw the need for a park 
historian, and Snyder began working as the 
historian/archivist formally in 1989. 

The collection contains approximately 6 
cubic feet of materials. Snyder’s papers 
present a chronological file of correspon-

National Park Service  16This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.

dence, reports, and review comments 
between 1988 and his retirement in 2004. 
References to his publications on rockfall 
with the USGS appear in the files, along 
with reports on individual rockfall events 
and memoranda related to policy decisions 
concerning rockfall and rockfall safety. 

Tioga Mines Collection
1879 - 1910

These business and legal records relate 
to the claims for the Tioga Mines (gold 
and silver) and Tioga Road (Highway 120) 
– built in 1883. Approximately 3.25 cubic 
feet of records include the original char-
ter for the road, mine plats (hand drawn), 
legal documents, and notebooks that are 
transcriptions of letters. Subjects: The con-
dition and maintenance of the Tioga Road 
between 1883 and 1910, as well as some topi-
cal coverage of the gold and silver mines 
collectively called the Tioga Mines. Note: 
These records both relate to and precede 
Stephen Mather’s private purchase and 
care of the road. Arranged by document 
type.

Washburn Family Papers
1869 - 1932

The Washburn Family built and owned the 
Wawona Hotel and the Yosemite Stage and 
Turnpike Company. This collection con-
tains approximately 50 cubic feet of busi-
ness records, correspondence, ephemera, 
financial ledgers, purchase orders, notes on 
the Wawona school operations, and diary 
pages.

Subject: The business history of the Wa-
wona Hotel and the Yosemite Stage and 
Turnpike Company, as well as the historical 
furnishings of the hotel. The collection is 
particularly good at providing informa-
tion on the individuals who worked for 

the Washburn family in Yosemite includ-
ing cooks, stage hands, farm laborers, etc. 
There is also documentation on the opera-
tions of the Wawona school. Arranged by 
operation, then chronologically.

Yosemite Building Records
1930s - 1970s

This collection was formerly part of the 
Yosemite Maintenance Office Files. Build-
ing records indicate who built it, when, a 
floor plan, a photograph, maps, and the 
date it was destroyed. These records are an 
essential research tool for the history of ar-

Washburn and Bruce sold land within the Yo-
semite Grant to the Yosemite Stage and Turn-
pike Company, 1877, Washburn Family Papers. 
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Brochure mock-up, ca. 1960s, marketing ephemera, Yosemite Park and Curry Company Collection. 
Note: The Firefall was discontinued in 1968.

National Park Service  18This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.
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chitecture and landscapes in the park. The 
collection links to the current building files 
maintained at the NPS maintenance offices 
at Yosemite. 

Approximately 3 cubic feet of records in-
clude architectural drawings, architectural 
plans, maps, and photographs. Subjects: 
Buildings and structures that no longer 
exist, as well as some drawings and plans 
of existing architectural and engineering 
structures at Yosemite. Arranged roughly by 
park area, then building number.

Yosemite Centennial 
Coordinators Collection
1989 - 1991

This collection documents the 100th An-
niversary celebration of Yosemite National 
Park held in the park in 1990-1991. There 
are approximately 3.5 cubic feet of address 

books, bills, brochures, correspondence, 
ephemera, and reports. Subject: The Cen-
tennial Celebration held at Yosemite. Ar-
ranged by activity or name. 

Yosemite Institute Collection
1965 - 1985

Organized in 1972, the Yosemite Institute 
is a non-profit environmental education 
organization. This collection contains pa-
pers on the founding and organization of 
the Institute. The collection contains cor-
respondence with certain notable environ-
mentalists such as Wallace Stegner. There 
are approximately 9.5 cubic feet of records 
including correspondence and reports. 
Subject: Environmental education pro-
grams planned and conducted at Yosemite 
via the Yosemite Institute between 1972 and 
1985. Unarranged.

Yosemite Lumber Company Collection
1916 - 1932

In 1905, about 500 square miles of land 
were removed from Yosemite for purposes 
of sale to private companies involved in 
logging and mining. The Yosemite Lumber 
Company serviced the companies which 
operated in the rim area and had a steep in-
cline railroad which carried the logs down 
to El Portal. This collection was donated by 
author Hank Johnson. Subjects: Logging 
within the current boundaries of Yosem-
ite, including records on the railroad used 
by the lumber company. Approximately 
0.5 cubic feet of material include financial 
records, an ephemeral pamphlet, photo-
graphs, notes, and correspondence. Unar-
ranged.

Yosemite Natural History Museum 
Association Collection
1920s - 1970s

This is an incomplete record of the Associ-

Cover of Yosemite Nature Notes, October, 1946.
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ation’s activities at Yosemite, with emphasis 
on the 1970s. There are approximately 5.5 
cubic feet of records, including publica-
tions, business records, an organizational 
charter, correspondence and illustrations, 
and drafts of publications. Subject: Natural 
history activities and events held by the 
Yosemite Natural History Association be-
tween the 1920s and the 1970s. Arranged by 
publication.

Yosemite Nature Notes Collection
1922 - 1992

Yosemite Nature Notes was a publication of 
the Yosemite Natural History Association, 
which later became the Yosemite Associa-
tion. The collection is primarily composed 
of a large donation from this organization. 
The first issue was published July 10, 1922. 
The format, title, and frequency of the 
publication fluctuated over several decades. 
Some volumes were published under the 
shortened title of Yosemite, which began in 
the 1960s. Early issues were printed on 8.5 
by 11 inch pages attached at the top corner, 
but in 1925 they began to be formatted as 
small booklets bound with two staples at 
the spine. Box 7 contains mimeographic 
kits that were used to make early issues, 
along with the carbon and other copies of 
the issues produced with those kits. 

In addition to the Yosemite Nature Notes 
series, two types of ephemera were do-
nated. These were: 1) the Yosemite Natural 
History Association/Yosemite Association-
published ephemera that was not part of 
the Yosemite Nature Notes series, and; 2) 
ephemera from other sources with varying 
degrees of pertinence to the organization. 
The collection contains approximately 3 
cubic feet of materials. 

Yosemite Newspaper Clippings Collection
1922 - 1987

This collection of clippings notebooks was 
assembled from a variety of sources. The 
first album was assembled by a newsman 
in Merced. Other albums were created by 
park staff to document Yosemite activities, 
events, and personnel changes.

Approximately 36 cubic feet of albums 
contain brittle and acidic newspaper clip-
pings. Subjects: The history of Yosemite as 
reported by the media, including activities, 
famous visitors, personnel changes, and 
natural events. Arranged chronologically 
with the exception of the first album, which 
is arranged by subject.

Yosemite Park & Curry Company Collection
1889 - 2003

The Yosemite Park and Curry Company 
Collection contains the business records 
of one of the largest and longest operat-
ing concessionaires in the national park 
system.  The Yosemite Park and Curry 
Company (YP&CC) was organized in 1925 
when Yosemite's two largest concession-
aires merged: The Yosemite National Park 
Co. (previously the D.J. Desmond Co.) 
operated the Yosemite Lodge and other 
smaller enterprises at Yosemite, and the 
Curry Camping Co., which operated Camp 
Curry. Creation of the new company was 
the culmination of a decade-long effort by 
NPS Director Stephen Mather to consoli-
date services at Yosemite to better serve the 
visiting public and more efficiently develop 
visitor services in the park. 

YP&CC eventually acquired rights to the 
Wawona Hotel concession (1932) as well 
as the Degnan family’s valley concession 
(1974). YP&CC remained a Curry Family 
controlled corporation until the death of 
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Mary Curry Tresidder in 1970. After several 
ownership changes, MCA Inc. took control 
of YP&CC in 1973, operating the conces-
sion until the NPS awarded a new contract 
to Delaware North Company in 1993.  

During its sixty-eight years of operation, 
YP&CC interactions with the NPS set 
many precedents for concessionaire op-
erations in the national park system, and 
played an influential role in the develop-
ment of tourism in California. Among the 
company’s most significant activities was 
the development of a strong winter sports 
infrastructure and tradition at Yosemite, in-
cluding construction and operation of Bad-
ger Pass, California’s first downhill ski area; 
establishment of the Yosemite Winter Club; 
the construction of the Ahwahnee Hotel; 
and creation of the Bracebridge Dinner. 
Among other accomplishments, the com-
pany also expanded the High Sierra Camps 
and created the Yosemite Mountaineering 
School .

MCA donated the YP&CC archives to the 
National Park Service in 1990. The col-
lection includes company papers of the 
Desmond Co., Yosemite National Park Co., 
Kings River Camping Co., Curry Camp-
ing Co., and YP&CC, consisting of a large 
assemblage of documents, photographs, 
ephemera, architectural drawings, motion 
picture film, and audio cassettes. 

Approximately 397 cubic feet of records 
are arranged into eleven series by company 
and document type. Subjects: Operations, 
facilities, services, and promotion of the 
YP&CC (and preceding concessionaires) 
at Yosemite, including such activities as 
transportation of visitors; construction 
and maintenance of structures; personnel 
activities; staff at work (including such no-
table employees as Ansel Adams and Dana 

Morgenson); and special events. 

Yosemite Preschool Collection
1967 - 1988

This collection is the business, personnel, 
and planning records of the Yosemite Pre-
school, a local community nursery school 
in the Yosemite Valley. It contains approxi-
mately 2 cubic feet of business, correspon-
dence, financial, and personnel records. 
Subjects: The creation and operation of a 
preschool facility in Yosemite. Arranged by 
document type.

Yosemite Road Records
1935 - 1941

These records were created by the NPS to 
document the contracting, completion, and 
repair of Yosemite roads. Approximately 1.5 
cubic feet of records include completion 
reports and contracts. Subjects: The con-
tracting, creation, completion, and repair 
of Big Oak Flat, Tioga, and Wawona Roads. 
Arrangement is by road segment.

Yosemite Stable Horse Book Collection
1910 - 1933

Created by NPS Head Teamster and Animal 
Packer Foreman Joe Gabarino, these 41 
small account books include information 
on early human impact on the back country 
of Yosemite. The foreman was in charge 
of the government stables, responsible for 
supplying facilities and government work 
crews in the back country.

The collection also provides significant 
information on business and advertising 
history. Approximately 0.5 cubic feet of re-
cords include 41 small bound volumes such 
as monthly time books and truck books, all 
of which contain the same data. Subjects: 
Preparations for trips into the back country, 
as well as information on horse stable man-
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agement in the 1910-1933 era. Ethnographic 
data is inherent in the names of the pack-
ers, as well as information on the types of 
equipment, horses, supplies, and staff used. 
Forty-one books are arranged chronologi-
cally. 

Yosemite Symposium Collection
1898 - 1991

Donated by archeologist Scott Carpenter, 
these records served as business organiza-
tional records for a global issues sympo-
sium joining the 17th annual natural areas 
conference with the Yosemite Centen-
nial Celebration on October 13-20, 1990. 
Approximately 1.2 cubic feet of records 
includes brochures, correspondence, pro-
grams, and notes on the symposium. Ar-
ranged by subject.

Yosemite Valley Railroad Collection
1920s - 1940s

These papers and forms were discovered 
in the Yosemite Valley Railroad stations 
after the railroad disbanded in 1945. This 
collection also includes two other related 
accessions: 1) materials bought by the NPS 
on the 1945-1947 sale of the railroad, and; 2) 
a gift from Hank Johnson who wrote Rail-
roads of the Yosemite Valley and Short Line 
to Paradise. Note: The items listed under 
accession 1 relate to Bagby Station and they 
are linked to the Yosemite Valley Railroad 
and Yosemite Transportation System of the 
Curry Company. 

Approximately 3 cubic feet of records in-
clude clippings, forms, rates, schedules, 
time sheets and timetables, correspon-
dence, maps, motion picture film, and 
ephemera, such as negatives, photographs, 
and posters on the sale of the rolling stock. 
Note: This collection contains several pho-
tos attributed to Ansel Adams by his wife. 

Subjects: Business records relating to the 
operations of the railroad, including ac-
tivities such as laying and removing track. 
Arranged into three series by accession, 
otherwise unarranged.

Yosemite Women’s Group Collection
1955 - 1989

Records of the recreational, non-profit 
Yosemite women’s organization, which was 
disbanded in 1989, comprise this collection. 
Approximately 0.3 cubic feet of records 
include announcements, correspondence, 
financial records, foreign exchange infor-
mation, ledgers, and minutes. Subjects: Ac-
tivities and events, including celebrations, 
group readings, and seasonal activities held 
by the Yosemite Women’s group. Arranged 
roughly by document type.

Construction of the Big Oak Flat Road, June 9, 
1936. Negative RL-8702. Next pages: Passengers 
wait at the Yosemite Valley Railroad baggage 
platform in El Portal, CA, 1927. Negative RL-
4517.
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Guidelines for Handling Archival Materials

Rangers Billy Nelson and Jim Lloyd pose in front of the original NPS Headquarters in Yosemite. 
The building was used by the NPS from 1913 - 1924. Photograph from Shirley Sargent Collection.     
Next page: Photographer Eadweard Muybridge and party. Accession YOSE-6173

6. 

7. 

8. 

9.    

10.  

11.  

12. 

Please keep archival documents and photos in the order in which they were found, and 
return each item in the folder and/or box in which it was originally located. Use removal 
slips whenever removing documents from a folder and/or box.

No archival collection will be allowed to leave the archives unless proper loan arrange-
ments are made and conditions have been approved.

Use only pencils to take notes when handling archival materials. No ink pens are allowed.

Tracing documents is not permitted.

Photocopying is done by the researcher. Copies cost $0.25 each. 

All materials will be cleared from the research tables by 4:30 p.m. daily.

The park reserves the right to receive copies of completed research papers and publica-
tions derived from research at the park archives, as a condition for granting access to the 
collections.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4.    

5.  

Sign the Collections Access Log in the 
research room.

Only paper, pencils, and other equipment 
necessary for digitizing will be allowed in 
the research room. Leave all bags, folders, 
and containers in the Archives Annex or 
research room lockers.  

No smoking, food, or drink is allowed in
the research room.

Handle items with extreme care! Always
wash hands before handling objects. Use 
white cotton gloves provided by curatorial 
staff. Keep handling to a minimum. Do 
not remove staples, paperclips, etc. Please 
ask the archivist for help.

Requested material will be brought to the 
research area for use and returned to 
storage by archives staff.
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Please complete this form and return to: Archivist, Yosemite National Park, PO Box 700-W, 
El Portal, CA 95318. This information will ensure that the materials you request will be avail-
able upon your arrival and provide documentation of use of the collections.

Researcher:		  ___________________________________________________

Institutional Affiliation or Home Address:

		  Institution:	 ___________________________________________________

		  Street/Box No:	 ___________________________________________________

		  City/State/Zip:	 ___________________________________________________

		  Phone No.:	 ___________________________________________________

		  Email:		  ___________________________________________________

Purpose of Research:  For example: Publication, photography, personal interest, interpretive 
program, exhibit, preliminary to research.

Requested Materials:  Identify specific items, attach additional sheet if necessary.

Date of Proposed Visit:	 ___________________________________________________

Alternate Date:		  ___________________________________________________

By signing this form, the researcher acknowledges responsibility to observe and comply 
with all guidelines stipulated in the Archives Access Procedures and Guidelines for Han-
dling Archival Materials. Violation of the above may result in cancellation of privileges.

SIGNATURE AND DATE:  _________________________________________________

Yosemite National Park Archives 
Research Request Form 
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Yosemite National Park hereby grants _______________________________________________ 
a one-time, single edition use of _______________________________________________ from 
the Archives collection of Yosemite National Park. Yosemite National Park hereby grants 
the use of the following images subject to the terms and conditions below.

NPS Catalog Number, Object Name: _______________________________________________ 
The user hereby agrees to the following terms and conditions:

•	 Permission is for a one time, non-exclusive use of the high resolution images.
•	 Permission is for a single edition of the publication in which the images appear.
•	 The images must be identified as NPS images and must carry the NPS caption.
•	 Use the following credit format for each image as it appears in the publication.

   Courtesy of the Yosemite National Park Archives

•	 User agrees to obtain all intellectual property rights, including copyright from the rights 
holder.

•	 User agrees to prohibit third-party use.
•	 User agrees not to make changes to the images without written NPS authorization.
•	 User agrees to release and discharge the National Park Service from any and all claims 

and demands arising out of, or in connection with, the use of the images, including with-
out limitation any and all claims with regard to intellectual property rights, including 
copyright, privacy, publicity, libel, and related legal issues.

•	 User understands that the use of the images does not surrender the NPS’ right to use or 
grant others permission to use the images.

•	 User agrees to furnish Yosemite National Park with a copy of the publication.
•	 User agrees to prepay all fees.

Permission to Use Images:  
Slides, Photographs, and Film

For the National Park Service:

___________________________
Name of Responsible Official

___________________________
Signature		

Date:				  
Yosemite National Park		
P.O. Box 700-W		
El Portal, CA 95318

For the user:		

___________________________	
Name of Requesting Individual	

___________________________	
Signature			   	

Date: 					   
Address: 
Telephone: 		
Email: 		

This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.
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Yosemite National Park Archives 
Reproduction Fee Schedule

Yosemite National Park reserves the right to refuse reproduc-
tion of historic materials that could be damaged or compro-
mised through reproduction. 

Next page: Still frame 
of Vernal Fall from hand 
colored nitrate film,     
ca. 1920s, Historic Film 
Collection. 

Personal digital cam-
era use is allowed in 

lieu of scanning or         
photocopying. 

                              Digital Scanning	  negatives, transparencies, slides 
			              Services	  and prints up to 11" x 17"		   
					      standard format: 600 dpi TIFF file	    $15.00 / scan

					      oversized or fragile materials	    ask for quote
					     _____________________________________________

                                    Photocopying	  up to 50 pages	 		    $0.25 / page
					     _____________________________________________

                                Audio Cassettes	  60 - 90 minutes	 		     $10.00 / tape
					     _____________________________________________

                                    Digital Audio	  1 - 10 tracks			      $15.00 / disc
					     _____________________________________________

                        Motion Picture Film	  one continuous segment		     $50 / 5 min.

					      each additional clip 

					      (requires editing)			      $15.00 / clip
					     _____________________________________________

                                             Shipping 	  CD or DVD mailed within the U.S.	    $5.00 / order
			              	
					      pick up in person by appointment	    no charge

Payment must be received before materials are shipped, and 
should be made payable to the Yosemite Association. Please 
allow 2-3 weeks for delivery.

Yosemite Archives
PO Box 700-W

El Portal, CA 95318
209-379-1283

National Park Service  34This project made possible by a grant from the Yosemite Fund.


