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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN REGION
450 GOLDEN GATE A\|ENUE, BOX 36063

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102

ury ltt a9r,

t{r. Ilank Johnston
c/o Xoseutte ilatlondl park, CaltfonaLa

Dear lb. rlohnstgn:

1I9 gr" eat'uerr11l*i-T rl"p:"e a norr.nati.on to {ztre Natronal Beglsrerof, flist*:ic ptases for loienrit. v"ff"er-Rcfi*ry c"loo"elo;-15, norr atEI Portal . ' "" -/'t

Unfortunate]Vr e questLon has arlgo regarding lts ordglns rtr1.ch, I cgnnotat preseat angrer.

Ttre caboose bas been dascrrbed qIo,T 
-book-and 

eLsentrere a8 or:rdna::ya colorado l{Jdranl ca!ryse; rrnfor+irnetelyr-tfaoeg not natch any of thecharasteristies of a col.orido [idland 
".[6*t-", +tr d ,,htab uera eidEdoT-9a'bgosefr were 3lr | 2 n lqng, end'bed disotnctire *ila*r-anrargesugsand dtstjtetive cupolas.

Ngwr wr-p. lo} of-vor Rai-Lroa€ oJ the roseents l"u.r ia a pbotographof^ an older No. 15 cabo6G'ffid' a;slf#ffi" characteristrcs Ef aColorado E!.rland caboose. -:
It looks to me llke there rere ttro different cabmses numbered lF on tlhe
I9:-*rilr vat-lry, and ttrat tlre oLder "" ,#-r"i"ed have been a coloradol[idrand caboose- But tbat ear.Ller No. 

-15 l"r 
"rtn"r r"pracec-r*ith a nererNo. 15, or Lt, nas so thororg!\y rebutlt ttr"t rt ig slx i.eet, ehorter, hasno side doors, has a different, cupola, ana rras E different rinor aganganeotnow.

can yT shed aqr-+4t on tbls lrlrlzLe? ard lJ the present sabooee ig nota compJ.ete rebu5ld of !h9 ortginaL {o.__li Uy tU" fole6te yaffe;rp where did,the roserd-te vatr ey get lt anl when? uas ri u,rilt new for th"", boughtsecond haad firqa another railroad (ana rr Jo *rat "il";;a);; rrba,t?rf r:" have an;r "ll }I rosters, _c€rr€spondence flles, or other data, rerou-ld appreciate it tf you worid lootr iato ttris q,restion for us, or, l.fyou caa nrggest anyoDe else re 'qould contact for -data, 
tru ro,ttA-appiectatenanes and addresses' rf necessaqr, wd can proceed lrli,h a Nationaiin"gdi"rform rdthqut this data, but o" wo:oia certaiiiy prefer to larow hon old thlscaboose is aad nbo built lt.

IN N,IPLY NE?!R TO:

Slncere\r,



IOHNSTON Post Office Box 7'r .yosemite,Catitorniagl3ilg

4 Jrme 192?

Gordon Cbappcl3.
Natlonel parf S'crvfac
4J0 0oldcn Gstc lvcnuc
San Franctsco, Cellfornlt 9,+LO2

Dcar Oordonl

I slsb I bad sqG eccuratc dete to scnd yor rcgardtng
tbc o1d IV cabooeoc; No. g. Unf,ortrrretilyr l-donrt-
llgr anytblng norc then tihat ls ln q1 book- iUout ttrc
TV.

I got thc lnfornatlon about thc caboosc bclrrg e forncr
Colorado Mldlrrrd ceboosc ilm tlrc nan nlro UouEUt tnc
caboosc tlon ttrc IY rbcn lt foldcd ln I9l+5. itrts nanlatcr sold thc caboosc to Dorg llubbard and ttrc psrt<
Scrvlcc for dtspley at H[ portal. Dotrg Elght know
norc about lt. firc last I hcard hc wee nrnnfng tJrc
Nlnltz lustum tn Tcxas -- surely ttrc park Scrvlcc offlcculLl bavc hls crrncnt addrcss.

thc forocr gaboosc onnerf s nanc lras Leon Br,rtho1oncw,last addrcss bclng 22LJ aarrton way, senta Barbara. Thls
addrcss Ls nov 14 yeers old; rsuspcct that Lcon utgbt
rcLL bc daad; bc ras not a youlg nan then, by any rcanso
lor nlght chcek e Santa Berbere tclcphonc Uooi< toi. allstlng.

Frarikly, I dldnr! p,rt ln n.ch tlnc rcscarclrlng the TV
cars nhen r rns dglng thc w books nany ycsrs ago. r rns
nuch norc lntcrcstcd rn the ovcralL prltirrc or lhc rittroaa,
ang ln^ t*rc_ pcreong laroLvcd. rrve nlvcr bccn ttret uuch ofa rralrfantr ttrat r fcrt cmpcrr.cd to rrur dom cverxr detall.
r havc onc ot*rcr-lgggcstr@ for yotr. A young nan naned
{:.! ntreess, 15129 Sandrluood Street, Nlwer[, CallfornLa
94269, pLronc ?9?-95j?, ls a rceL,IV buff. Uc'fs an c:cccllent
nodeiler and has constructcd soee flnc w car nodlls. Hc rnay
knor norc about IV caboose 15i itts worth asklng hln, ln
any oesc. Somy I canf t be of norc deflnltc a1cl.

Slnccrely,

+J*I.-V{""*+T ^'



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN REGION
450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE,BOX 36063

SAN FRANCISCO. CATIFORNIA 94102

E3O(l'R)nC du$e ?r trf?

!F. rlaa& Burgesa
36L29 Sanddrood sbr€rt
N*arh1 Caltfsrdr th560

Drar 18. eugpcfl

The aoloaed corrcepmdsncr ultb IiaF Johneton, rtro ref,sred nt to ycrr ls
adlt-exlilcrEtortrr, ard I, $q|rld UJrs to poae to you the gueotlona I aslsd
Jobnaton tlr qf Ury tf lettcrr of, rlrleb I c!!y Js cnslogod.

Any help Jreu caa gtve Us fn nurnine don tbe orfdn Of ths oabooae nw a0
Et Poiltal rrILL oe greaflif apprecJ.ated.

United States Departmenr of the Interior

Slncegoly,

""fuu#i't/'(rteglona3, Sistortan

cscld.

IN REPLY REFSR TO:



YOSEMITE VATLEY
RAITROAD COMPANY

June t2, t977Mr. Gorden Chappell
Regional Historian
United States Departnent of fnterior
National Park Service
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36063
San Francisco, CA 94t02
Dear Mr. Chappell,

r have been actively trying to discover the origin of
Yosemite Valley Railroad caboose #1J for several years.
f am relatively positive that the caboose is not an ex-Colorad.o
Midland, having gone through the same exercise you dia.
Robert r,unoe, (an ex-wRR brakeman and photo contributor to
Johnston's book) feels he knows the source of the ex-CM
story. He too thought he had discovered. an ex-cM caboose
when he found the distinct 'cM" initials on the trucks,
journals. However, in all like1yhood., #t5 aaopted these
trueks from another source. '

fhere is another possibllity. A knowledgeable cM fan has
suggested that #15 came from the colorado springs & cripple
creek District Ry. This was a cM subsidiary which may have
used clll trueks. Moder Railroader magazine published a pran
of a cs&ccDRy caboose in 19?2, A copy of this plan i.s enclosed..
A quick check will show that alr of the major d.imensions are
d.ifferent as well as wind.ow spaeing, cupula d.etails, etc.
However, the cs&ccDRy may have had other classes of cabooses.

The wRR had a total of seven cabooses during its lifetime.

3€1129 SANIf,AL\ /OOO STFEET. NEWAF|K CALTFC'FINIA e4EtBo - 41S_ 2e?- eaAz



Mr. Gorden Chappe1l
June 12, t977
Page 2

fhe original- #15 ana 16 were PfobabLy rebuilt from boxcars

and were as far as f can Learn' used only during the 'teens
and then scrapped. The railroad subsequently purchased'

No.s t5, t6, L?r 18, and 19. No. 18 was most likely an

ex-SPRR caboose and is not nentioned in Johnston'sbook'
It was scrapped in about 1938. fnterestingly, No. t6r IIow

the property of the Stockton, llermS-nal and Eastern RR. ' was

almost identical. to lhe #L5, except it was 4' shorter over
the couplers and had nrinor differences.

My own research indicates that the railroad. purchased No, L5

in 1g22. My opinion is that al]. cabooses were purchased

second.-hand and that none were rebuilt by the W--cabooses
were just not worth rebuil-d,ing' being non-revenue and never
used. overnight. I wouId estimate that it was buiLt in the
t89O's, Unfortunatel-y, no other infolruation is know about
the car; it is easier to prove what it j-s not than what it is.

Possibly you can now help ne out. fhe December L97I+ issue
of National Parks & Conservation Magazine published. an
article on reviving the Yosemite Valley RR as a mass-transit
facility to serve the Park. Published with this artible was

a photograph of locomotive #2a ana combination car #tO5
in the eanyon approaching El Portal. This photo is apparentJ-y
in the Park collection and is the only known photo of #tO5
whi-ch clearly shows the car number.

I have been trying to obtain a 5x7 print of this photograph
from the Park Ser:vice since July 197 5. f have written two



Mr. Gorden Chappell
June t2, 1,977
Page 3

l-etters to the Yosemite.National Park, 5-nc1ud5-ng one to
Mr. Jack Gyer and made a personal phone call to the archives
staff, all without success. Is it possible that you could
obtain a copy of this photograph for ure?

If f can be of any further help in your project, pl_ease

let me know. I can usually be reached at work, if desired,
at the City of Newark, Engineering Division, (4t5) ?93-t4OO,
Ext. 2114.

enc I
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WESTERN REGION
450 GOLDEN GATE AVENUE, BOX 36063

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94102

s3o(l'n)Rc ,lune llr, 1977

l,fr. ilack Burgess
3&29 Sanda"lrooa $breet
l{einark, CaliJornLa 9l$&

Dear !Ir. hrgess;

Thanks for yor prcrpt response to qf inquity. I rrltl proceed on the basLs
tha! the present caboose, occept perhaps fon ttre tnrcks, ie NqI a Colorado
!{ldtand caboose. I should notel holever, ttrat ttre one photo I have semtn Jolrnstonrs book of the ORIGINIL Caboosl No. 15 suggesls tbat it nry indeed
have been a former Colorado l8dland caboose, as Lt had tbe side door;nd
other ctraracteristics of l.tidLend cabooses.

Incidenrtallyr the CS&CCD ras not a subsldiar5r of the CM--in fact, it was a
qost bitter corrpetitor of tbe Mldrand for most of lts hts:corg'. Ttre Hidrand
TentinaL liailway, on the other hand, raa a C?l subsidi,ary rfrtth absotted
part of the CM when most of it was ab6?oned.

I rrilt contact Sterre Medley, who is librarian at losen-tte National Parke
to see j^f he can turn up that photo; howwer, I was recentl5r in Yoseuriti
and ocarui.:red their photo files, and they rea$r have very 1ittle in the way
of historic railroad photos. wij-l see what r can do neyerthaless.

Again, thank you for your assistance,

IN I,EPLY REFER TO:
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DESCRIBE THE PIIESENT AI..ID ONIGINAL (IF KNOWTI} PHYSTCAI- APPEARA[.ICE

Yosemi.te Valley Railroad Caboose I'lo, 15.is an exccllent example of a woodenr. short-1ine
rail-road frei.ght caboose. It is 28 feet and two inches Long, not counti.ng coupling gear,
nine feet and three inches. vride in body, and stands 15 feet, four inches tall to the top
of its eupola roof, or 11 feet and four inches tall to the top of its main roof. Tlie
caboose has two r,;indor'rs in each side of ''the body, each comprisi.ng a silrgle pane of g1-ass
or lite. the cupola ha.s tr,ro sl-iding r,sindows on each of its four sides, each winc',o:.'
containing four: panes or Lites. Both the mai-n roof and the crrpol.a roof are gently
rounded like passenger car roofs, rather than angular as is rnore comnon in caboose
roofs and typlc.rl of nearl.y a1-1 freight car roofs. Each end of the caboose has a
centered door opening onto end platforms; each docr has a two-lite window ne.ar i.ts t:ap.
The end platfcr::ns have railinpls of me.taL bars, typi.cal of caboose construction, ai:d
rnet,al. l"adders leading Eo the roof. There are metal bar gr:ab--irons on tlre roof of tYre
cupol-a. There is a manual brake wheel- mounted on each of the twb end platforms. The
caboose has narker J-ight brackets on all four cc'rners of the body beloi.' the roc-rf.

The interjor of the cabocse is furnished with two long benches usable also as bunls,
one along eaclt sidc waLJ-. There is also a desk, and a stove, r+hose netal- stoveirj;ic:
pierces the roof srhead of the cupola (the caboose usually be:in;; run witir the eupol.a-"end

f\o thc rear). llh'e crrpola lias four double seatsr.two on each side, one'on each sidc
'':aclecl forwar<l ;.r.lrd one to the rear. Beneath ttrern. on either si-de of tir: center

--.:isJ.e, are Storj;.16,',e cabinets.

The caboose is basically a r.rooden e-ar, with wooden floor ancl roof and vertical r.rooCcn
planl', siding" l'lindol; ftarlcs and doors are of wood. The truckS on which the catrocse
sits arc steeJ- arch-bar trrrcl:-s contai.ning woodcn bolste::s. The trucl-,s h;erc app;rrc:rll','
built for the Col.orado }lidlancl Railway in 1901 or'earlier. (It was not ur)usual f c,'::

second hirnd col"ri,onerlts of olre. raihoad to turn rrp later on another, espccialJ.y wircn
the former rras scral)ped at il coinpa::at:'-vely early clate as was the CoJ-orado i'lidland.)
The trucks havr: ai:parentl.y hacl some pirrts replaccd, such as rvheel"s narlled ttAP,A 19:;[i
Gri.ffin Los Angcles", arrd other qonpoirents marked "AliA 122 Patrd Oct. 27, 1896." Tir€'
Eruclis al.so carry tire init:ials ttCMtt which suggcst Co.Lo::ado l'ljdi.and or:igin. The r.rc,o.-ren
bolstcrs in tlre tt:ucks a::c: characterj.s;tj-c of trticl:s; manufacttrred during the late 19th
Century. The caboose has l<nuckle collplt?rs.

Conparcd vrj-Lh a largc rruiiJrer of sj-rnilar cabooses, t-lre Yosc:rijf:e Val-ley Caboose l'lo. li
was ac::s ulietical1y especial 1y r.re11-prolor:ti.oncd ancl verl' l:cJ,1 built. It r.:as soi:rci.,'].^r, l;

sirnilar but nol j-clcntical tcr Yose:initi: \'a11c.v Catroosc l{o. 1fi, no;.r oru'ned by the SLocliton,
lernjnal & Dai;1:crn ll,lilrolrd, Yoscrli.tc Va1.ley lLajl.ro,.rd Cabciose )lo. 15 :is basica.l .t .,'

unaL Lelcd f rou i ts o::igi-nrr)- itppcarailr-r(: ilfld f r:c'in i.ts later usio olr the. Yosenrite Vai.l cl'
Itailroad, e-xctrllt J:or thc r-cpl-acclitent of r'rhecls aird possi.trly othcr trucl.: conponcnts
a1.rca.di' nrenL j circcl 

:

llisL<-rr:ica11y tirj.s; cal-.,oostr \,';.ls r)perat-t:d on t.hc::ail-r'orLd'tretrrecrr Il1 I'ortaJ and l'{lrc,.rri.
1{c pr'1,'sp11l 'l r,,', i iiirr i:'; t'itiri'r tl'c :.,ilr. i,{' tlri' lris:to;:ic \'<::'rri.r-1.. r,tl.;l.lc'r' l:.-,J1ro:iil "'::,'.1 "

i i, I i: L i r,:'r-;,1 i.i't,i:i lrii:ri iro,;r,'v.'1 , iir; :ln c,1r'i ,-.c. 1 rlr,.: sr r',nj-1..i ('.;rrr\-c of I i,() crrlrocrl;i: :

..o I r.lri',er s; il'r' rclal t cl , a1. 11r,rugir l!.1 l'or.'l-a1 is 1rrol,;rbly tlrc rrci;t. t:uJrlopr.':i.':t.c si.L.r r'r:1'

I tri c.:lri.lri.t..

_DEIgR IO'tATED

_RUINS

-i,rruexrosro

clrEcK c)t{E

xuruatre Rto

-ALTERED

CHECK Ot'JE

XORlGlN,rrL SITE

xnaovto oare-L946-
Returned 1961
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SPECIFIC DATES c. 1922 - 1945 BUILDER/ARctllT Ecr (Buil-der t s plate i.s r,rissing,)
STATE tul ENT OF St Gi,t I f:tCrif,tCI

Yoseroite Va1ley Railroad Caboose No. t5 is an object of loca1 historical significarlce in
the categor:y of transportati-on as one cf the last two surviving cabooses of the historic
Yosemitc Valley Railroad, incorporated in 1902, conslructed in 1905, 1906 anrl 1907, encl
abandoncd and scrapped in 1945 and 1946. As a type specimen, this caboose is further
signifJcant as a particul-ar1y fi-ne example of a short-line rail,roaC caboose.

The origin and liist-ory of tiris cai:oose i.s obscurej the presence of the letters rrcl.l', cestj-n metal coni>onent-s of its tt'ucks led its Sr-rnta llarbara ow1er, end later the author of
the tvro p::incipal publicat.iorls on ihe history of tire rai.lroaci, to stat.e that it rvas br-riii.-for the Col-orado t'Iictl:rnd Railr.ray, r','hich rarr" fro:x,Colorado.Sp::ings, Colorado, throughFreadvj.lle ancl G-l.ern,roocl Springs to Granrl Junction. I{or.7ever, d*lspite Colorado },ti4l.a'd,itials crii t:r:ucl: conl'1orlr)r1 ts, Yosemj-te Va11cy Rail::oad Caboosr.: No. 15 is sj.x feot-uhort.er than any of t.hc: tir::ee ser j es of Cr.rl olaCo lij..il arir.l c.lbooses, cloes not lave t6e.
sLiding side doo::s ehar:ac:te.ristj.c of Colo::aclo Micllancl cabooses, and jn gene::al. appeareirci::
loe.ation of r,rj.ndo'":s, sirape of cupo1a, etc., does not natch the Coloraclo l.Iid1ancl caboose:r.
Tl'rere \^rils an eal.J.ier Yoser:ite Val1ey Railroacl caboose rruubered 15, hor.rerrer, r.:hicir riicl
Itave some or Ti,c cilii'acieristj-cs of a CioloraCo liicll.e,nd caboose, but its history ancl
disJrositlon are unkr:o,;,'n,

Thus Yosenite Valley Iiailrcac1 Caboose l1o. 15 is tlre sccorrcl c.aboose to bear that nrri:Jrcr- oi:this railload. The trerst:rr:ailiib.l.e evideirc.e inclicatcs that it rras adclecl to the yoscrite.
Valley equi-pneirt. rostci abcrttt- !92-2-, althorrgh the cal-roose its;el-f na.y be nruch ol.cie-r.
Ft:om r','hoi[ t['re rai]road purchasecl it, and vrirether ner,r or se,cond-trand, j-s unknoum, bur i'.tis prcsuiiLc:ri to ltave becn obtaineci seconcj-hand by the yosenite Valley Railroad. Ifre"';carcli sltott.lr-l eventu:ll,ly uncrovcr its origin, it nay possess a quality of addiLiorraihisLorj'cell s;i-gnif j.cau<:rt cieriving froin earlio. 

"r"o.,j-at:i.on r,;iLh soire other rail.r:oac.

Tlre c':rboose Llius derivcs irssociative Jr.lstoric;rl s j gnj,f i cance in thc hi.sto::y of tr:arrs-portatiott 1loni its scrr,'icc on frcight t::ajrrs ou tiie Yosenij tc Va.11ey R;:j-l.r6a<1 bc{:r,.,r:crilit''rccd an'J Ill Portal. fr.orr 1.922 trrrtil tlre err,:l of o1;craLioi-r j.u 19.,+5. Its funct1on rrisi-o c:ar:ry Iitc l raiii cr(:rt of f reigl,t. tr.-ir j lrri. cons j :;t j.rrg of a condrrcLot: en.J f rr:i1;hg br.al:r.i:.::(or ltr;rl"ct:lelr) r atici t-r' s{irVc af; iln of f i cc c:rr j-n r.:lr j ch tiie f :-tri 1,iit. colcluclclr ...,g11 ,,.,clri.:
r',,:r ltr'-s t''a}1, j 11s; , si,'it:clt 1j sLs, inrrJ otlrcr s,.rch ra j-.l r:oecl pa'e:r-:.'ork. It r.ras gcneraJ. I-1,couPJcd to t.ltL Lc':.ir c,f fr(:jclrt trrr:i rrs. 'I'hc: cupolr lrrovi.cic,<i ;r t'-l.oollotrt,, frcl, r..,lri.ctr tlr.:
c.ollcl tlc'ror cr brll:('::llil cc,rrl d s; iioL ti'or.rbl.e. suclr ir{; 11 clclail ccj ca:: a}r.ri:ci in tlc ti:iLi.,, nIr!'riL, li/1,:: r t' iitrt. ,-r:^:it. -j .,'.lt-ir.rl irt.L,tl .i )rr:: (,iiirrl;, (.rt- Oi:.1){.,]. tl.O:.rl;.'l.,:r.

, l9/,ti tlro c.rlli.;o::ir) \,.rs r;o lrl to L,;o.,r lirr-tlrrr-t r,:r:1r,., irrrcl ltcvcr.l t
-cir:t'c'L :i n !i:',i'rt:l l!lu-i-,;r ri, calif c,r:riiJ, r.,'lrr'f-o l:or sorilc yernrs; it.

c' ?-16 Ilcst Cliic,rr I'r:rilirl o
a C: CO;rrr':r(,\(l !J l:r.: <i nitrC t-, i-itt, i; (J i t i: :
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Channel RaiLroad C1.ub, until cl-ub menrbershl-p dropped off . In 1961 it was pr:rchase<lby the National Park Servic'e, and moved'to El Portal for inclusion in a yosemite
National Park transportat-ion history exhibit. Its present location is belierred to bewithin the bounda::ies of the site of the Yosemite Valley Railroad's track yard atE1 Portal u'ltere hj.storj.cally it was usecl . As air historlc object, horvever, itssignificance is not dependent- upon its -location, although El portal is a very appropriatelocati-on for its exhibit.

Resourcs:_ nanagggnt

The significanc-e of the caboose appl-ies to its exterior, its inte::ior, al1 f6rnisbings.too1s, artifacts, and parts, and requires a historically accurerte col,or and letterirr5;
sche;;ie.
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