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DESCRIB€THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Yosenlte Transpottatlon Conpany Offlce was constructed ln Yo8€mlte
Valley ln 1910 and moved to Wavona 1n 1960. orlglnally housed 1n the
bu{l-di-ng nere a varlety of tranaportatlon and comtunlcation faeLLltles.
It ls a 115 story frame structute 23r x 21r. The bulldltg conaiatB of an
unpeel-ed log frame, vertlcal poets' and horizontal beaos ' !t1th 1nf111
panels of natural cedar bark and thln, unpeeled logs arranged ln decorative
patterns (predornlnantly herringbone) ' It has a steeply pitched overhanglng
roof of ood shingles, supported on 1og rafters' roh1ch meaaures over
half of the. helght of .the bui1dln8,. A ktng Post truss of peeled logs is
used both functlonally and decoratively in the front gablet vhlch overhangs
four feet.

The casenent wlndolrs have dlarnoud-pane sash which are placed horl-zontally
in the frames.

The bullding receives adequate preae"vation naintenance thLough its
inclueion in the Ploneer Yoeenlte l{istory Center. An hlatoric etructure
preservatlon guide should be co,roplered for thls bullding.

The lustifLcatLon for noving the buildlng ls ln patagraph tlto of the
signtflcance statement. The roof structure was renoved to faciLltate
passege through the.l{ang4a tunnel. It was replaced at Lhe nelt slte
and the butldlng was treated with wogd pre€ervatlve. An lnterLot flre

. prevention sprinkler gysten rsas Lnstalled at thls t1me.
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The Yosenite Traospdrtatibn Conpahy offLie ;(!lells Fareo Oifitd) 18 of local
slgnlfJ-cance ln the flelde of architecture and ttansportatlon. These aig-
nlficances are based on the deaign of the structure and on lts use fot many
years as a traoaportatlon facillty for visltors to Yoaemite Va11ey.

The building is an excepLional and rare e:<anple of the Rustic Style of
architecture as it ftst developed ln the Yosenlte region. Characterlstl.c
of the styld wae the use of cedar bark strips applled in deeoratl.ve patterns,
as exterior sheathlng natef,ial on wood frame buildings. Structures whlch
are slillar ln design lncl-ude the Yosemite Va11ey Rallroad Station at
El- Pof,tal- (destroyed by fire, 1949) and four buildings extant in Yosemlte
Valley: the Cuxry Cabln, Tresldder Cabln, orlginal Camp Curry Registration
Offlce, and',the Pohoao Studlo (a11 noolnated to the NationaL Register),
TheBe rustlc structures represent an effoit to deslgn facllitles whlch woul"d
not be lntrusLve or loconpatfble' wlth 'the 'nafural e;rvlronrrent.

The transportatlon slgniflcance of the structure resul-ts from ita function
as a horae and motor stage terrtrinal. The buildlng rra6 erected at the Ol-d
village slte, near. the Sentlnel- l{otel, 1n 1910 wlth funds and desi-gn
provided by the Yosenlte ValLey Rallroad Cbrnpany. The railroad trad
recently cornpl-eted a line to El" Portal on the western boundary of YosemLte
National Park. Ilorse and later "auto-etageo" connected the E1 Portal depot
rrith Yosenlte Valley. DurLng the stagecoach years the bulldlng also served
as a telegraph and express office and lt vas then that the name "Wel]"s Targo"
becane associated rdith Lt.

After the all-year highrday r0a6 r?opened fa L927 the popularity of the Yosemlte
Va1ley rallroad began to dininish in favor of private vehiclee and conmercial
buses. The Yosemite TransportatLon Compaay shifted Lts transactLone to therrftont deskrr at lodglngs throughout the park. In the late 1930s the vacant
Y.T,C. buildtng rrras cooverted to an employee residence.

In 1959 the rrl.lells I'argo Offlcerrwas slated f,or deoolltl-on as part of the
Natlonsl Psrk Setvlcers r\ilisslon 66'r program that digaantled the naJorlty of
buildlngs ln the Old ViLl"ege and reetored the neadoo to 1ts natural stste.
Recognition of the buildingrs unique deslgn and Local history led to the
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allocatlon of funds for removal rather than desEructlon. The bullding $ae
acquired from Yosemite Park and Curry Company and moved to the Pioneer
Yos€mlte Hlstory Center 1n l^lawona. There the builddng vas iegtored to a

clrca t-912 ap?eafance and opened for lnterpretlve use.

Becauae the building vaa moved from its historic l-ocatl.on ln 1959, the
sole signlflcan! value requirlng management Protectlon 1s the physical
lntegrLty of the present structure.



lluay on BIBLI ocRApHI cAt REFERENcE s

Buil-ding File: Wel1s Fatgo offlce, PYgC, Yosendte Reseatch Library
Interpretive Prospectus lPioneer YosenLte lll"story Center, Doug Hubbard, 1959.
Johnson, Hank. rrRail-roads of the Yosemite Valley," Yosernlte, Flylng Spur ?rese.

@cnocnarHlcAl DATA &,,,u el,a^- 0,'z-
AcREAGE of NoMrilATEo pRopERTy l€Els-ls€!i-+€.
U1M AEFERENCES

J t s-456 11r
14,1[5 ,7tf6r;-2t el , I
NO

11,11
ZON E

l,l

The boundariee are deflned
,t'

by the r{'alls of the bull-dtng.

STATE COUNTY

STAIE CODE

Denver Service Center/Natlonal Park Service 8/76 (rev. U176,)

655 Pirrfer, ,P.o. Box 25287 ' (303) 234-4509/Hart ,o" :5545/w11son
eiiY on TowN sratE

TTFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HtS\gRtc pRESERVATTON OFFTCER

YES+_ No_

@ronru PREPARED BY
IAME/TIILE teslie Statr Hart/llistorlafl

In comolisnce with Executive Order 1 1593. I her€bv
Histofic.Pres€rvation Otlicer h8s bsen
evaruale rls srgn|lrcance. Ine svaruateo
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATUR

this p.operty to th€ National Register, ce.tiqing
ro present the nominatioq to the Stat€ Review Boatd and to

-Stat€



ri

):,4

ti
! rt

t-

ytirlt

Yosemite

dlted and pub|shed by the Geologica Survey

.ISCS and LrSC&GS

rroh.e,'at onotoE,rp,., b, pho ne'aFm.t,,c m.thodr
,er.phs taken 1955. Adv.n.e neld che.k 1956

fortctron 1927 Norlh Ameri.ai dalum
I Atid lhqd on CnLll.rnr. cosdlr.t€ sys{cm :!ne 3
Un,{ersl Transre/rc Mer..lo' g"d l,.ks,

I hnes 
'.d.aie apprciLn,.le rocil'ons

,nrnveyea,nr 2S-R 22t 1 J 5 -R ?l €., ar'd
lS-P 21 E,r -iS-R 20E an.l l 5:j R 224
r,rt 

',r 2S k 2:J E. | 4rl-R !l E,and
' :' -q ?2 a , aa.j-t 4 5. R ?O t , 1Je!zr,e .r

Yosenite National Park,Wawona, PYHC
vru: t rt / ffit+ltts7lifr,

CONTOUR JIERVAL 80 FEEI
NATIONA! G€ODEIIC VERTICAL D TUT OF T9?9

rBr: MAp LoM.Lr€5 wllrr r!r'L,NAL flAp ACTUFAty SIANoAROS

foR t^rE ay u s GEoLocrcAt suRvFY liEl\l€R coLoRAoo 80225 oR REsToN.vtRGf

^.o ofF oasf.R f,$Jn roPtcc^nHn. [.pq lND svr,lgors rs avlrLAdLE 0N eEQUFsl

TransDortation Co, 0ffice



*

\{" y



o
o)

td

k
t.J
t4
rd

{J

E(/J
'oE
d=
2..<t1
YP
=r,qa)
=3fr
>i;\,
F{J.
F^
au:
!o
F r-tr.a, (s
tf,
=:i
Y tt,

od
>ti

is
ca
6{)!r, l'l

z
o
F
O
lrx
F.
z
rd
FT

.f,|

F{

t!
.Ft

rs
F
s
o

b|'Jr l'-.o. \\
*o
F

C)
u

'J
q)
(n

J4
tr

;4tu
O-t
(/)c
C 'F{$+Jo(0Q ? r--

v)
lCUJ(J>
F<
;I ura-z

FI(J
2
ktg
rdt*t{
&
oF
rFr-lt{

][

zi
F

F

z
o
F.

Fl

!il

g

F
3
ul
cn
e?J
(J
2
Lu

rn
Ll,
E
z
|.rJ

J
J

uiL
F

.Ft

a)

{J

F
v)

T.1

x
zg

(a
FI(J

dO r-l=
= tuaI uX:, r< l:l

= &t*i 9r:U h?:; Ed
42 5Fi{ xE
16 ilt
3! HFF -tV

:? .lq;5 <oE Ze
* 7 O9.iIr4' F9:
i3 zt;
3E




