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DESCRlBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWNI PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In TuoLr.unne Meadowg south of the naln hfghway are a nunber of s'tructures of rustic
archltectural- styles of which five are of lnterest here. These lnclude an ol-d ranger
station/entrarlce station (buildlng 3000) and a newer ranger station or visitor contact
Btation (bull-dlng 3005) as well as three publlc rest rooms or comfort statione of
l-dentical deslgn (buildings 3021 , 3022 and 3023).

Building 3000 was the origlnal entrance statLon/ranger station on the Tioga Pass road.
Lt was erected lrt L924 at a cost of $tr500. It ls a sLngle storey structure enclosing
525 square feet. The building is ttl," shaped, al-though the foot of the t'L" extends only
three feet at the back. Not countlng that extension, which encloses a shower and part
of -a back potch,'thet bull-dlng Ia Llfu by.39 feet in sLze, includ{ng aR open porch 5 feet
deep. InsLde there are baslcaLly three rooms, ln sequence front to rear an offlce, a
bedroom, and the kitchen, ln addltlon to whlch there are the aforementi.oned. shorser and
back porcli. ttre buiLding is baslcal-ly a peeled log fraure wlth vertical pl"ank infillfng,
and a number of double wl-dth horizontal 6-1ite wlndows. It has a gable roof wlth long
ridgepole and rafters, and angular log porch roof braces rather than vertf.cal posts. Ttre
building stands on the north edge of the old road through Tuolumre Meadows several hundred
yards east of the creekn but this road is now a dead end entrance to the rnaintenance
area and lodge, having been bypassed by the newer Tloga Pass road a short distance up the
hillside to the north. The building is stained dark brown and blends wel-l wtth the grove
of conifers in which lt stands

Building 3005, which ln part replaced the functl.on of bulJ-dtng 3000, stands near the
entrance to'the Tuolusne Meadows Campgrowrd on the south slde of the highway through
Tuolumre Meadoqrs a ehort dlstance west of the stream. It ls pre{ourf,natel-y.of rather
l-arge stone constructlon, with wood frame infll-l and front and rear and a gently pitched
gable roof ,wlth wgod"shingle,flnlsh. It is roughJ-y 18 by 31 feet, including..the open
iorch'thri'fu1l wtdtrr of tf,e irodi which is.aboui 6''feet aeep. ltre porch rooi is sup-
ported on a pgl5 of stone piers at the outside.corners, with q palr of vertical square
milled posts spaced evenly in the Lntervening distance between the piers. In Ehe
interior, there is a lobby with a fine stone firepJ-ace at the west end whose stpne
chirnney extends ciutside above the end of the gable roof. Left of the entrance door,
there is a counter which separates the lobby fro'm an office space. Originallyr 8n
offlce and toLlet were partitloned into separate rooms at the east end of the bullding,
but thls now is open except for the counter.

BuildLngs 3O2L, 3O22 and" 3O23 are publlc rest rooms all of the same design. They are
roughly 16 by 28 feet ln Lntertor dimensions. In the center is a sma1l storage room,
entered from one side. One end has a menfs room, entered frour the end, and the other has
a womenfs rest room. The only difference between the ends ls the substitution of a
urlnal for some of the toiLets ln the menrs room, whil-e the womente room has a row of
flve tollet stalLs. The bufl-dtng conslsts of a mixture of stone and wood frame construc-
tlon. Large stone comprises masslve cornet piers as weLl as foundatlons and walls to a
height of a coupLe of feet betneen the piers; the remalnder of the space between piers
is ftll-ed wlth wood frame casement windows (9 lttes each) or wood panels on the slde, as
wel-l as end doors and one slde door. The roof ls a clipped gable or ttJerklnhead" with a
patterned shlngJ-e flnish. These and buildtng 3005 are tn a conlfer forest of predom-

lnately smaLl trees on very rocky soil, the scene dominated by granlte peaks on the
hori-zon.
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The Tuol,rnne Mebdows Ratrger Stations and iustic Comfbit staitLns arg of local architrLctural
signiflcance due to thelr rustic design, of 1ocal historlcal significance in *re t'social/
humanitarian[ category through the associatlon of all but one wlth CCC labor in their
constructtbn-;..and of local historical slgtrl"ficance ln conseniatibn representing'a micro-
cosm of the National- Park Servicers efforts to provide in as environmentally harmonious
a form as possible such development as loas necessary in this natlonal park area.

Building 3000 was built Ln 1924 to serve as a ranger station, visitor contact station and

entrance station for the eastern entrance to Yosemite National Park over Tloga Pass. A

wood frame bullding ln a settlng of conifer forest at the edge of Tuolunnre Meadors, its
peeled Lo9 frame and rafters and dark brown color served to blend with lts environment.
When its entrance station functlon rras removed by construction ln 1931 of a new stone
entrance stati.on at the sumflt of Tioga Pass some miles to the east, and its visitor
contact statlon function was removed by constructlon of bullding 3005 pn the other. slde
of the srream in 1935, the old building continued to serve as a range! reejidence bnd
office, which use.it stilL serves today.

Building 3005 whs Erectb'd'fn 1936 west of the strean and at the entranbe' of the Tuol-urwre

Meadows Canpground. It replaced a part of the original functLon of buildlng 3000. Ar-
chitecturally it was qtr'itb dlfferent. The nerv ranger statlon was predomihatdty of
battered stone walLs, wlth some wood frame inftll in front and rear. The ranger statlon
at Tioga Pass .built .in 1931 had set a precedent for the use of stone in al-l of the sub-
s.gu"ni rustlc buiLdings which would be constructed ln Tuoluurne Meadorss Canpgroundr with
the exception of one restroom, and the stone was most appropriate Ln a setting of small-
eonifers growing in rocky, boul-der-streron grotmd, domlnated by granlte peaks on the
horlzon.

Buildings 302I, 3022 artll 3023, built in 1934, at the same time as bullding 3203 on Tioga
Pass, were comforf statlons or rest roons at three locatlons in the Tuolunne Meadows

Campground; they refleCt a fairly hlghly styliied ijtrdsE of "'rustlc'i'db'sidn. Rustic
architecture was intended to give the lmpresslon of construction involvJ-ng pioneer
methods and tooLs, using native materials and natural exterior colors to blend and

harrronize with the surrounding envtronment. Nothing couLd be more natural than the
color and texture of natlve stone used in these buildings, and the wooden members, stal'ned
for the most part a dark brown, blende<l equally well with the bark of some of the conifers.
It should be noted that btillding 3203 at Tioga Pass is a tlny, mlnlature verslon of the
three comfort statlons at Tuol-r.rnne Meadows (and subJect to seParate nomlnation).
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