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Summary 
(From MPD)  The Tuolumne Meadows High Sierra Camp contains tent cabins, a dining and cooking facility, and a 
number of small service buildings. Nearby are a store, post office, gas station, stable, public campground, and ranger 
station. The camp, on the Dana Fork of the Tuolumne River, was established in the summer of 1916 and has been in 
continuous operation since 1925.  It is the largest of the High Sierra camps, offering hiking, climbing, and fishing in 
addition to numerous one-day hiking trips. The camp is significant in recreation as one of the original seven high country 
camps used to entice visitors out of Yosemite Valley and into the high country in order to relieve congestion and proved a 
compatible environment in which to instruct the public on wilderness conservation. 
 
(From Previous Nomination) Tuolumne Meadows High Sierra Camp, at an elevation of 8,600 feet, is 7.6 miles from Glen 
Aulin, 7.2 miles from Vogelsang via the Rafferty Creek Trail, 12.3 miles from Vogelsang via the Ireland Creek Trail, and 
at the end of an access road (the old Tioga Road) 1.5 miles west of its junction with the Tioga Road.  A store, post office, 
gas station, stables, public campground, and ranger station are nearby.  The camp contains sixty-six tents and a dining and 
cooking facility, and accommodates 264 people. 
 
General Description 
The trail between Glen Aulin and Tuolumne Meadows climbs abruptly across the Tuolumne River from White Cascade 
and continues up a riprapped section past Tuolumne Falls.  The riprap is a sort of pavement formed by fitting flat rocks and 
cobblestones together to prevent erosion from washouts.  The trail crosses the river on a footbridge and a quarter mile later 
again climbs up via a riprapped section to a rocky area, from which one can see to the south, across the river, the “Little 
Devil’s Postpile”--the only lava formation in the park. For the next six miles the trail follows the meandering Tuolumne 
through lodgepole pine groves and finally across the grassy, flower-studded Tuolumne Meadows.  From Vogelsang camp, 
the trail to Tuolumne leads via Rafferty Creek. 
 
The Tuolumne Meadows camp on the Dana Fork of the Tuolumne River was established in the summer of 1916.  The 
camp was abandoned during World War I. It reopened in 1923 under management of the Yosemite National Park 
Company.  At that time the hikers’ camp consisted of dormitories and a dining room.  The men’s dorm was a one-story 
portable section frame building with canvas walls and roof.  A similar structure existed for women hikers.  The dining 
room structure, built in 1923, also used as a kitchen, comprised a one-story portable section frame building with canvas 
walls and roof.  Lodging and meals could be secured for $0.75 each.  The nearby Tuolumne Meadows Lodge was made up 
of the earlier camp buildings.  It consisted of fifty canvas cabins, a frame lodge with canvas walls built by the Desmond 
Company in 1916, frame and canvas bathhouses, and an icehouse and barn, also built in 1916.  The camp became a unit of 
the Yosemite Park and Curry Company after 1925 and has been in continuous operation since. It is the largest of the High 
Sierra camps and became extremely popular because of its proximity to roads.  
 



NPS Form 10-900-a                                                                OMB No. 
1024-0018 
(8-86) 
 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
          Tuolumne Meadows High Sierra Camp 

Historic District 
                                                    name of property 
                                                   Tuolumne, California________ 
                                                    county and State 
                                                    Historic resources of Yosemite 

National Park, California    _ 
                                                                                              name of multiple property listing 
Section  __7__                                                                                                                                                 Page  _2__     
 
 
In 1936 the Tuolumne Meadows camp consisted of tent platforms and log frames for two lodge buildings housing a 
kitchen, dining room, and office, and fifty-one platforms for guest tents, two women’s dormitories, two men’s dormitories, 
two bathhouses and toilets, and one store.  All structures had canvas coverings.  In 1940 the lodge had a dining room, 
kitchen, warehouse, thirty-eight tent platforms, one dormitory, two men’s dormitories, and two bathhouses. All were 
canvas except the kitchen and warehouse--frame structures built in 1938.  Hiking, climbing, riding, lake and stream 
fishing, botanizing, and geologizing are all forms of recreation enjoyed by visitors to this camp. The surrounding scenery is 
superb.  Numerous one-day trips may be taken from here, including Tioga Pass, the Tioga Mine, Lembert Dome, Fairview 
Dome, Gaylor Lakes, Mounts Dana and Conness, and the Cathedral Group. 
 
The contributing properties at Tuolumne Meadows High Sierra Camp consist of twenty canvas and frame seasonal 
buildings and seven permanent buildings: 
 

Seasonal Canvas and Frame Buildings 
--Twenty tents, typically twelve feet by fourteen feet in size, are used for guest and employee housing and 
linen storage.  All have concrete slab floors. 
 
Permanent Buildings 

 --The kitchen/dining hall is a wood frame building with a canvas roof and concrete flooring.  The building is in 
 generally good condition. 

--The three comfort stations are wood-framed, with board siding.  The roofs are log frames covered with sugar pine 
shake shingles, and the floors are concrete.  They are in good condition overall. 
--The bath house is a wood frame building with galvanized metal walls and roof.  It has concrete flooring, and is in 
generally good condition. 
--Two storage sheds are wood framed, with horizontal wood board siding, galvanized metal roofs, and concrete 
flooring.  The buildings are in generally good condition. 
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Summary 
Property Type: Resources Associated with Tourism, Recreation and the Preservation Ethic in Yosemite (1864-1973) 
 Subtype: Camping, Hiking 
Period of Significance: 1916, 1923-1938 
 
The Tuolumne Meadows High Sierra Camp is considered significant in recreation and education as one of seven high 
country camps whose origin dates back to the earliest days of the National Park Service.  Director Stephen Mather believed 
that this type of public service in the Yosemite high country helped fulfill the Park Service’s interpretive responsibility to 
educate visitors in the conservation role of the agency.  The Yosemite camp system initially began in 1916 as an effort to 
attract people into the park’s high country. Its purpose as time went on became closely tied to management problems:  to 
relieve congestion in the valley by enabling outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy the Yosemite wilderness with relative ease and in 
some degree of comfort and to provide a compatible environment in which, through interpretive means, visitors could be 
instructed in the tenets of conservation and the objectives of the National Park Service in that area.  Through the use of 
organized parties guided by a Yosemite naturalist, the Park Service established a unique pattern of interpretive service in 
the high country of one of the most populous national parks, which helped acquaint the American public with the 
conservation objectives of the agency in all natural areas of the system. 
 
Historic Resources 
An important and historically significant portion of the Yosemite National Park lies above the elevations normally 
approached by the casual tourist and sight-seer.  The High Sierra Camps allow for exploration and enjoyment of this 
remote and seasonally accessed part of the park.  A series of camps established for the enjoyment of the more 
adventuresome of visitors, the High Sierra Camps offer support and shelter on several of the trails that carry hikers, riders 
and backpackers through this rugged and challenging wilderness. 
 
In 1916 the fledgling National Park Service asked its Yosemite concessionaire—the Desmond Park Service Company—to 
build mountain chalets at Tenaya Lake, Tuolumne Meadows, and Merced Lake.  The Desmond Company owned the 
Sentinel and Glacier Point hotels and the Big Trees and Yosemite lodges in and around Yosemite Valley.  Construction 
took place during that summer. Each camp contained a frame combination lounge, dining room, and kitchen building 
roofed with canvas. Guest tents provided sleeping accommodations, and the camp staff consisted of a manager, a cook, and 
a fisherman.  The cost for dinner, bead, and breakfast the next day was minimal.  The Desmond Company went bankrupt 
in 1917, and as a result, the camps closed the following year.  After reorganizing in 1920, the Desmond Company became 
the Yosemite National Park Company. 
 
In 1920, the Park Service requested that the High Sierra camps be reopened. Superintendent Washington B. Lewis 
advocated their reestablishment to fill a need he saw for simple, inexpensive accommodations for the park visitor that could 
be provided at minimum expense to the operator.  As a result, the camps at Tenaya Lake and Tuolumne Meadows were 
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reopened as “Hikers’ Camps.”  The first organized party to use them left Yosemite Valley on July 20, 1923, guided by a 
Park Service naturalist.  Other nature-guided parties went out over the next two months and met with considerable success. 
 As a result, Superintendent Lewis requested that the Yosemite National Park Company expand the system to include sites 
not accessible by roads.  He sent Yosemite Park Naturalist Carl P. Russell on a pack trip into the Sierra to choose sites for 
five additional camps. The resulting list of camp and trail locations, viewsheds, and recreational opportunities, gives the 
High Sierra Camp system and the Loop Trail connecting them their unique qualities and significance. 
 
The trail-side campsites that seemed best suited to the High Sierra system were at Little Yosemite Valley, Merced Lake, 
Boothe Lake, the Lyell Fork of the Tuolumne River, Tuolumne Meadows, Glen Aulin, and Tenaya Lake.  Russell selected 
these locations because of the beauty of their surroundings, their distance from other promising campsites, and the 
availability of water.   In 1924, five of those sites were planned as “Hikers’-Camps,” built and operated by the Yosemite 
National Park Company.  The Lyell Fork and Glen Aulin camps intended for installation were omitted from that year’s 
program of expansion because of the uncertain travel conditions caused by a drought year.  It was planned that all of the 
camps would consist of a mess and cook tent and dormitory tents for men and women. Attendants and cooks would staff 
each camp, with equipment and supplies brought in by mules. 
 
During a part of the winter of 1923-24, Naturalist Russell was in San Francisco on Yosemite Museum business.  At the 
suggestion of Yosemite National Park Company officials, he took the opportunity to cultivate the acquaintance of some of 
the newspaper editors in San Francisco with the intent of releasing to them photographs, maps, and notes on the proposed 
Hikers’ Camps.  Writers for the Call, Daily News, Examiner, Herald, and the Chronicle seized upon the opportunity to 
use the material.  The Herald for February 13, 1924, first publicized the camps, and other articles followed in quick 
succession.  By February 17, the San Francisco office of the Yosemite National Park Company reported that it was 
somewhat overwhelmed with inquiries engendered by the publicity.  The most timely announcement was made in the 
Chronicle of May 4, when its Sunday Rotogravure Section featured a full page of photographs of the camp sites. A 1924 
article on the High Sierra camps by NPS Chief Naturalist Ansel F. Hall provided a description of the High Sierra Loop and 
the comfortable beds and wholesome meals, provided at a mere 75-cents each, that awaited backcountry travelers at day’s 
end.   
 
Meanwhile, the park prepared maps and colored posters announcing the expanded camp system and readied sets of the old-
fashioned, hand-tinted lanternslides of “standard” size featuring the camps and the trails between camps.  The Yosemite 
National Park Company met the expense involved in making those visual devices.  During the travel season of 1924, the 
Hikers’ Camps received a good deal of emphasis in evening talks, in a special printed bulletin, and on the pages of the 
mimeographed “Yosemite Nature Notes.”  On June 24, the first backcountry nature guide party, a group of ten, set out 
from Camp Curry for the Hikers’ Camps.  Thereafter, at two-week intervals, the six-day trips were offered through out the 
summer and continued during the next six years.  Backcountry excursions were operated annually during the 8- to 10-week 
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season during the summer when the snow pack had retreated sufficiently for the parties to access the trails.  By the early 
1960’s, the popularity of these guided treks had risen to the point that horse-mounted trips left the stables in the Yosemite 
valley weekly and traversed the trails from camp to camp in a clockwise direction and hiking parties generally started at 
the Tuolumne Meadows area and traveled in a counterclockwise direction.  Demand for the lodging at the camps has 
remained high and currently the available beds are reserved literally months in advance, although because of cancellations, 
some permits are available on a day-to-day as available basis. 
 
The sheer size and demand for access to this remote area of the park has required significant planning and coordination 
among the Park concessionaires, the Park Service and the campers and hikers.  The following descriptions of the campsites 
and their physical relationships demonstrate the logistical dexterity that must be maintained in order for the park to 
accommodate the tourists, maintain the integrity of the wilderness area through and in which these trails and camps exist 
and protect the wildlife and scenic beauty indigenous to this region as well as protect the travelers from significant 
exposure to the dramatic elements that can change abruptly and without warning. 
 
What follows is from the original hikers’ camps descriptions: 
 
“To give some idea of the portion of Yosemite National Park that is opened up by the seven new camps, let us make a 
brief tour of inspection.  After a leisurely half-day climb from Yosemite up the scenic Vernal and Nevada Falls Trail 
one finds one’s self on the level forested floor of Little Yosemite Valley.  Here, near the site of the ancient Indian 
village of Kah-win-na-bah, stands the first of the hikers’ camps.  The position is particularly well chosen.  The canyon 
itself is remarkably scenic but almost unknown, because the main trails climb around its precipitous sides.  We have 
thus a major canyon within seven miles of Yosemite that offers the unique attraction of being as wild as was the larger 
valley half a century ago.  The new Little Yosemite Camp is a convenient stopping-place if one wishes to break the trail 
trips to Clouds Rest, Half Dome, Merced Lake, or Glacier Point.  Besides, it is a good base camp from which to 
explore the little-known Starr King Plateau and Helen Lake region.  Three hikers’ camps lie within one day’s walking 
distance.  Tenaya Lake Camp may be reached by climbing to Clouds Rest, thence following the Forsyth Pass Trail to 
Tenaya, a total distance of about nine miles. The beautiful alpine Sunrise Trail leads northward past Cathedral Peak 
to Tuolumne Meadows Camp; a full day should be spent on this exceptionally scenic trail.  To the eastward the main 
trail veers to the north of Little Yosemite and climbs gradually in about nine miles to Merced Lake. 
 
“Those who have climbed to Vogelsang Pass or have followed the Babcock and Emeric Lake Trail to Tuolumne Pass 
will remember the splendid park of Jeffrey pines that stands where the trail leaves the main Merced Canyon and 
branches up the McClure Fork.  Here, a mile above Merced Lake stands Merced Lake Camp.  The region is one of 
great beauty.  The glaciated canyon cuts eastward deep into the heart of the mountains.  Through it runs the singing 
Merced, now plunging over cascades, now flowing deep, now swift, and now loitering for a time in placid Washburn 
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Lake.  Not only here, but also in the McClure Fork, Babcock Lake, Bernice Lake, Emeric Lake, and other waters the 
trout abound.  Merced Camp is a good base from which to ascend Florence Mountain or Mount Clark and its lofty  
neighbors.  Within a long day’s walk are Yosemite Valley and the hikers’ camps at Lake Tenaya (via Clouds Rest), at 
Tuolumne Meadows (via Tuolumne Pass or Vogelsang Pass), and in Lyell Canyon (via Vogelsang Pass or Tuolumne 
Pass).  A short day westward is the Little Yosemite Camp. A seven-mile climb on the scenic Babcock and Emeric Lake 
Trail, or on the even more spectacular Vogelsang Pass Trail, would take us to Boothe Lake Camp. 
 
“Boothe Lake Camp is situated on a cove of a beautiful little heather-bordered alpine lake at the headwaters of 
Emeric Creek.  Not only is it a well-located stopping-place on the trails between Merced Lake, Tuolumne Meadows, 
and Lyell Canyon, but it also makes accessible a great upland terrain hitherto reached only with great difficulty.  Not 
far distant are Unicorn, Echo, and the other summits of the Cathedral group; in another direction are Vogelsang Peak 
and its unnamed neighbors; Fletcher Lake and Evelyn Lake are easily reached, and it is but a short walk to Ireland 
Lake, which exploring fishermen tell us contains some of the finest trout in the Sierra.  From Boothe Lake Camp the 
Tuolumne Meadows Camp is about four hours’ walk northward via the Rafferty Creek Trail.  Eastward, the Mount 
Lyell Camp is four hours distant.  To the southward Merced Lake Camp may be reached in three hours via the 
Babcock and Emeric Lake Trail, or in five hours via the Vogelsang Pass Trail. 
 
“At the head of the Lyell Canyon, where hundreds of Sierra Club members have bivouacked before ascending Mount 
Lyell, now stands Mount Lyell Camp.  There has long been a demand for an easily accessible camp located thus in the 
heart of Yosemite’s highest Sierra within striking distance of Mount Lyell, Mount McClure, Parker Peak, Mammoth 
Peak, Kuna Crest, and other less-known but equally difficult summits.  But the camp is not only for the ambitious 
mountain-climber.  One may spend a leisurely day on the trail that will take him to Donohue Pass, where he can peer 
over the divide toward the spectacular peaks of the Mount Ritter Group, or he may be well repaid for his entire trip by 
merely loitering through the flower-dotted meadows that carpet this great glacial trough as far as the Tuolumne 
Meadows.  Within three hours walk are the Tuolumne Meadows Hikers’ Camp and the previously mentioned camp 
near Tuolumne Pass.   
 
“Of all the spots in the High Sierra, John Muir’s favorite was the Tuolumne Meadows.  So many are the attractive 
excursions that may be taken afoot from the camp near the junction of the Lyell Fork and Dana Fork that hikers will be 
tempted to prolong their stay here from days to weeks.  Among the shorter walks are those to Lambert Dome, Dog 
Lake, Fairview Dome, Evelyn Lake, and Gaylor Lakes; a little longer are the trips to Young Lake, McCabe Lakes, 
Tioga Pass, Tioga Lake, Ellery Lake, Saddlebag Lake, and Old Tioga Mine; and then there are the ascents of Mount 
Dana, Mount Conness, Ragged Peak, the rugged summits of the Cathedral Group, and dozens of other unnamed 
vantage-points.  Trails radiate in every direction.  A few miles westward are the famous Waterwheel Falls, with Glen 
Aulin Camp conveniently located for hikers.  A little to the south of west the Tioga Road leads to Tenaya Lake Camp, 
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some eight miles distant.  Southwest, a full day’s walk by the Sunrise Trail lies Little Yosemite Camp.  Southward one 
may climb in four or five hours up the Rafferty Creek Trail to Boothe Lake Camp.  The Mount Lyell Camp is but two  
hours’ walk southeastward up the canyon. 
 
“From the highland plateau of Tuolumne Meadows one descends abruptly into the Grand Canyon of the Tuolumne, 
passing California Falls, Le Conte Falls, and many other spectacular but unnamed cascades.  Suddenly one comes 
upon Glen Aulin, a tranquil little valley shut off from all the world by great sheer granite walls.  Here, where the river 
pauses for a moment before resuming its tumultuous rush into its mile-deep canyon, is Glen Aulin Camp.  Waterwheel 
Falls, the Tuolumne’s unique expression of leaping power and spotless beauty, may be reached by a newly constructed 
trail that further descends the canyon.  Within one day to the north of Glen Aulin are Cold Canyon, Alkali Canyon, 
Virginia Canyon, and Matterhorn Canyon.  Four hours to the southward Tenaya Lake may be reached via the McGee 
Lake Trail; half a day eastward up the Canyon lies Tuolumne Meadows Camp.   
 
“On the shore of Lake Tenaya near the mouth of Murphy Creek stands the seventh of Yosemite’s high mountain 
camps.  The fine swimming and boating, the fishing, and the superb scenic surroundings make this a camp where one 
may stay with enjoyment until the roving spirit bids him go in search of “the other side of the mountain.”  A number of 
near-by peaks offer splendid views, and hidden in glacial cirques on their flanks are actually some of the mythical 
fishing lakes of the old-timers’ stories.  Trails lead in many directions from Tenaya; Yosemite is five hours away by the 
Mirror Lake Trail or a full day’s walk via the Tioga Road and the Yosemite Falls Trail; Little Yosemite Camp can be 
reached in a leisurely day by climbing first to Clouds Rest via the Forsyth Pass Trail; Tuolumne Meadows Camp is 
about eight miles distant by the Tioga Road; and to the north, via the McGee Lake Trail, lies Glen Aulin Camp.* 
 
“The establishment of hikers’ camps in the High Sierra is not a money-making venture.  The splendid co-operation 
shown by the Yosemite National Park Company in running them at cost calls for the appreciation not only of the Park 
Service, but of all whose ideal is to explore, enjoy, and render accessible the mountain regions of the Pacific Coast. 
 
*The Yosemite Nature Guide Service will schedule regular trips over the trails outlined above.  Hikers may learn to 
read the trail-side in this High Country Wonderland from a competent scientist.  This service is provided without cost 
by the Government. 1

 
” 

Almost immediately it became apparent that horseback riders as well as hikers favored the camps, which soon became 
known simply as “High Sierra Camps.”  The proposed Glen Aulin Camp began operating in 1927, but later moved slightly 
east of its original location because of a mosquito problem.  A few years later the Boothe Lake Camp was abandoned in 
                     
1 Ansel F. Hall, “High Sierra Camps,” Sierra Club Bulletin 12, no. 1 (1924): 39-42. 
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favor of a new camp, Vogelsang, first located near the junction of the Rafferty Creek and Lyell Fork trails and, in 1940, on 
the banks of Fletcher Creek.  In 1938 the Tenaya Lake Camp was closed, and in its place another was established amidst 
the mountain hemlocks at May Lake under the ramparts of Mount Hoffmann.  This left the Tuolumne Meadows Camp the 
only one on a road.  White Wolf did not become a part of the High Sierra Camp System until 1951, while Sunrise High 
Sierra Camp was not established until 1961.   
 
Since 1925, the High Sierra Camps, a unique public service offered Yosemite National Park visitors, have been owned and 
operated by the Yosemite Park and Curry Company.  The camps are not primarily money-making ventures, with services 
provided generally at less than cost.  Russell, later Chief Naturalist of the Park Service, stated once that the High Sierra 
Camps comprised one of the most important assets of the park.  He believed that the resumption of interpretive work in the 
camps and on the trails between camps in 1923 was a sagacious move on the part of the government, because the 
backcountry was considered the best field in which to spread the word regarding National Park Service objectives in 
preservation and conservation of natural resources.  It was recognized early that the comparatively small numbers of 
visitors that initially took advantage of this service in the backcountry could not be the criterion for judging the 
effectiveness of the project.  The great advantages of placing a competent naturalist--provided free of charge by the 
Yosemite Nature Guide Service--with the same individuals day after day amidst the superlative high country surroundings 
outweighed most of the arguments of would-be efficiency experts in the government bureaucracy.  The greatest asset of 
these ranger-guided trips was that ranger-naturalists would be on hand at moments of greatest visitor receptiveness--while 
they were viewing magnificent natural wonders--to help them understand and more fully appreciate the innumerable 
treasures of the Yosemite high country and, on a broader scale, those of all natural areas within the National Park System. 
 
During the 1930s the High Sierra Camps underwent some renovation and stone cookhouse/ dining structures replaced the 
old frame and canvas ones.  By 1938 five High Sierra camps existed: two original ones at Merced Lake and Tuolumne 
Meadows, which had ice houses, and new ones at May Lake (replacing the Tenaya Lake camp), Glen Aulin, and 
Vogelsang (replacing the Boothe Lake camp).  The company had discontinued the Tenaya Lake and Little Yosemite 
Valley camps. About 1935 a small stone lodge was constructed at Glen Aulin.  The Curry Company erected a stone dining 
room and kitchen at May Lake in 1938.  Mary Curry Tresidder, president of the Curry Company, established the Sunrise 
High Sierra camp in 1961 and also equipped it with a canvas dining tent and stone kitchen structure.  It overlooks Long 
Meadow on the John Muir Trail a few miles from Cathedral Pass. 
 
There exist today seven High Sierra camp locations.  Two of them are accessible by auto--White Wolf, on the old Tioga 
Road, and Tuolumne Meadows, along an access route off the new Tioga Road.  The other five comprise the High Sierra 
Loop, a seven-day backcountry experience along well-marked, safe trails that is unique within the National Park System 
and that attracts hikers and other outdoor enthusiasts year after year.  The camps are open from six to eight weeks a year, 
from mid-June or early July to Labor Day, weather permitting. 
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The High Sierra camps have been significant as an innovative interpretive concept luring more people into the Yosemite 
backcountry and representing a successful joint effort by the National Park Service and the Yosemite concessionaire to 
encourage travel beyond the roads and thus enhance visitor appreciation of wilderness areas as part of our national parks.  
Their establishment also marked an early implementation of the Interior Department’s policy of making remote areas of 
parks more accessible to the visiting public. Another aspect of the 1923 reopening of the camps involved Park Service 
Director Stephen Mather’s strong desire to carry out what he believed were the agency’s interpretive responsibilities in the 
high country.  The park established a new pattern of interpretive service there, comprising backcountry Nature Guide trips 
to the camps, which was unique within the National Park System and set precedents for similar programs in other units.  
None, however, developed along exactly the same lines as this one.  Despite the initially small number of visitors exposed 
to this service, Mather and park officials strongly believed that a naturalist talking to the same people day after day, amidst 
the magnificent peaks and meadows of the backcountry, could probably exert a stronger and longer-lasting influence on the 
formation of positive visitor attitudes toward national parks and conservation in general than could result from guided 
short walks on the valley floor, daily lectures at the museum, or single-day hikes to the valley rim. The High Sierra Loop is 
considered the highlight of the park’s interpretive services to this day. 
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