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The Soda SprJ.ngs Cabln was built around 1889 by John Lembert, directly over a smaLl
bubbLlng sprfng. The cabin was not J-ikely used for regular habLtation because of its
small size, nine feet by eleven feet, the fact that it had no windows, and the spring
bubbling over the dirt fLoor, which would have made f-iving conditions diffl-cult. It
was probably a sprlng house, buiLt to prevent the grazlng stock from foul-ing the
sprlngs.

In lts present condltlon, the four walLs are no more than eight J-ogs hlgh--about seven
feet--and the roof ls non-existant. The logs are peeled and weathered, and interloeked
seeurely at uhe corners w{th a rrV'r-notched jolnt. The chinking no longer exists. The
door frame ls ln the middle of the north slde of the bullding.
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The Soda Springs cabin is aLl that remains of the pioneer ho'mestead of John Baptiste
Lembert, the first white man to sett,le in the Tuolumne Meadows region of Yosemlte.
As such, it possesses an assocl-ative local hlstorical significanee in the category of
exploration and settLement, and Local signifieance in the category of science through
Lembertrs contributions to the fteld of entomology made while he Lived in the meadows.

Lembert had lived ln Tuolunrre Meadows for about three stlrners before filing cl-aisr
to 160 acres on August 15, 1885. During that time he lived a rather solitary existence
in this remote atea, vlsited occasionally by sheepherders or a wandering prospector.
His first efforts towards taking I-egal possession were directed toward fencl.ng the
land and buildtng a small log cabin. Ilere he llved, tending a small- flock of goats,
from spring thaw until the first autunn storms, when he moved to hls wlnter quarters
near Cascade Creek ln Yosemite Va1ley. He built the enclosure over the largest of
the soda springs on the property about 1889. In 1890, Lembert served as a guide to
Dr. Ilarrison Dyar, lepldopterist of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Bureau of
Entomology and Plant Quarantine. After this visit, Lembert began collecting and sendLng
speeimens, nrany of historic vaLue, to both the Bureau and the Smlthsonian Instltutlon.
He also began coLl-ecting for the University of Cal-ifornia., Dyar reported thar Lerrbert
had obviously received an excellent education ln Latin and the classlcs during hls
youth in New York, and Lenbert rrknew what he was lookLng for.tt Dyar later named a
specl-es of moth ltepialis lernbertl in honor of his guide. In 1890, Yosemite National-
Park was estabLished, encompasslng Lembertts homestead; but on June 23, 1895, he
nevertheless obtained tltle by U.S. Patent to the quarter seetion of Land. More and
more People were traversing the meadow, the Great Sierra Wagon Road passing directLy
in front of his property, yet Lembert remained the only ttpermanenttt sunmer resident of
the area. By the time of his death he had gained fame as a guide to the Tuolumne
reglon and as an all-round naturalist. He was murdered in his cabin at Cascade Creek
during the qTlnter of 1896-L897 apparently fot a sma11 surn of money. Signlficantly his
obltuary appeared in the Entomologlcal- News.

The Soda Springs cabin renains today as the last structure associated with one of
Yosemitets noted ploneers, flrst settler of TuoLwrne Meadows, and an amateur naturalist
who left his mark on the fteld of entomology.

Resource nanagement
The signiflcant vaLues requlring preservation here include the cabin and any potential-
the site of vanished structures nearby may have to provide data through historLcal
archeoLogy.
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