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The Merced crove Ranget Station, Bulldlng 62001 ls a 1og cabin, roughly 24 by 28 feet,
lrhich stands adJacent to an old dirt road through the Merced Grove of Gtant Sequoia
redwood trees (Sequotadendron Glganteum). To the north' east and west, the land
slopes upward into the Slerta Nevada Mountalns; to the south is the road, The buildi.ng
has stone foundations and a stone porch at lts southEest corner., on the left side of
the front, The porch has no ralling. The ff,ont door entets a lLvLng roon whlch
fi1ls the southeast corner of the bul.ldLng, and is roughly 12 by 17 feet in dlmensions.
Inrqediatel-y behind the porch is a kttchenn 10k by 13% feet, entered by a door on the
west side of the 1lving roorn and a door frorr a smal1 back porch on the northeast
corner of the bu11ding. A single bedroortr roughly L2 by 14, fll-ls the northeast
corner behi.nd the living ioom, and the building has a bath, sho$et, dnd closet
adJacent to the bedroon.

The exterlor wa11s conslst of peeled logs notched and overlapping at the six cotnerg
(two of r,'rhich are created by the porch indentations). The ends of the logs are sawr t
and are progressively battered or tapered in!0ard to$E"ils lhe roof as they rise.
Ridgepole and rafters are peeled logs uLth sarizo ends. A stone chlnney rLseg near
the center of the shfngled, gable roof, Rustlc fLower boxes adorn the r"ralls beneath
front and slde nlndows. Wlndows Ln the structure are casenent ' 5 Lites each. The
bulldlng was origlnalJ.y stained, but viltually no trace of any Protective flni.sh
remains on the ]-ogs.

A no6t unusual" feature of the building is the uEnner ln which the logs are seated'
Each 1og had been adzed on the botton to forln a cutved trough, which fits snugly
into the curved upper surface of the 1og beneath lt. Thus no chinking is needeC
and the wal"ls are partlcuiarly tlght for a l"og structure.

The botton of the back door is badly danaged on the outside, appearing to have been
paf,tllj cheqed through by a perslstent anltlal-.
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The Mercdd ' Cro've 'Ranger Stitlon Ls of loca1 slgnlfieance in the category of archltecture
due to lts "ruetic" deslgn, which is an unusual variation of the style not reflected ln
other bulld1nge of rustic archLtectural slgnlflcance ln the Yoserntte 1oca1lty. It is
a stylized verslon of the 1og cabl-os buLlt ln these foothills by early pioneers 'deslgned by an archltect to blend harmoniously wlth the natural scene.

The flrst ranger statlon 1n Merced Grove nas d 1915 checklng atatlon on the 01d
Coultervtlle Road, now long gone. By the early 1930s' that road wae no longer ln
use as a park entrance. In 1933, the Natlonal Park Servlce commenced eonstructlon of
a rustic cabln ln Merced Grove arrid the GJ"ant Sequoia Redwoods. The bulldlng was 95
per cent completed by october, 1934' and wae flnlshed in Jul-y' 1935. Basieally a
tf,adLtlonal 1og cabln, the structufe had two unusual features: first, the 1og ends
where they overlapped at the corners were not salJ:l Bquarer but oD a.slight incline, so
that the ends of the tiered logs wete lncllned loward or battered toward the roofl
second, tbq bottqm-.oq each 1og was adze{. or -rorltgd to fofin.a cu{vqd trough.vhlch flt
flush on the eurveci upper surfaee of the peeled log beneath it, each 1og ln the wa1le
thus seatLng tlghtly agalnst those above and below it, no chlnklng of gaps thus being
required.

For nany years, the Merced Grove Cabin served as a surmer retreat for iosemite Park
Superintendents, aeeking to escape the endless lnterruptlons characteri€tic of Pafk
headquartels and flnd a spot rthere they could catch up on Presslng papetwork.
Superintendent Carl Russell ls believed to have done sone'!,tork on a revised edition
of hls elasstc hLstory of Yosemite National Park ln this bullding.
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