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DESCRIB€ THE PRES€NT AND OFIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

. McCauley Sara (cribwork interlor) - Forest3: (McCauley Raucb). Locaied in opeu
pastule, adjaceat to the o1d i'81 Portal Roadrr (trail), approx. 2* rniles S; of Fotesta.

Th1s structule is sl.nila! 1a deslgn to the Ueyer Bartr No. 2 because both have the
1og crlb core for hay storage, $ith surrou!.iling sta1ls. The HcCar ley BerD, lrhich
Eleasures roughly 40t x 80t, has a gable- roof and ls bullt iuto tbe hillside. The
crlb conslsts of peeled logs laid lq alteroatiag tlers aad fastened together !-lth
a V-Dotch joiat. The logs were Dot ctui.nked. the deeply overhangLag gable roof
l,B supported by peeled log.rafters, aad vhl1e orJ.ginally covered lrith sood shiugles,

- l.s Eor. covered lrith corluBated netal. lbe baro Ls sheathed s-Ith vertical board
eldlng. The barn setting retains its hiatoric cbaracte! - has beea used for grazing
froo 1897 to 1975.
. !{eyer Baru No. 1 (saltbox shaped) - Big }{eados: .

Thl.s ls a gable roofed ecructrrt", 
'-itt 

a leaD-to stred aditttbn, which glves the
bullding the forro of a saltbox. The oaiu portlou of the barn measules roughly
30r x 20r, lr'Ith the leao-to measuring 30t x 16r. The fraoe of the baru coosists

- of hand-belD tl.mbers arraaged iu five structulal bents, n'lth the horizoEtal beans
fasteaeal to the veltica1 colums by oeans of iroa straps, aad braced oa each si.de
wlth a diagonal tfmber. The fraoe is sheathed lJ-lth veltical boards, eacept for1 \rtElr a cr-agonal tl.&ber. Ihe lla

I ttre east facade, whele sheathltrg

U tv Peeled log rgflers.
is oisslng. The wood ehlagled roof Ls supporged

. lleyer 
. Ba!u-No..-2 (cribwork.iaterlor).r1 3l.g eadow:

I : ., ..j,,...J .,i,... .- .. -...

ThLs barn is.a large stlucture oeasuriag roughly 50r square, aud bas a steeply
pltched, overhaaging gable o!' hlp roof. The core of the structure coasiats of
a rectangula! Iog crib, approxinatel-y 25 feex ln helghr, which suppoiis- iire gitte
portl.oa of the roof. The crlb, rrhich tras evidently ueed for hay stotage, ls
coastructed with peeled logs laid oa alteraating tiers, aad joiued.wlth a saddle
notch Joitrt, lr'ith no chitrkiug betlree! the logs. A space of eeveral feet betreen
the logs.at oDe point was.provided for pitcblag the hay lato the sta11s. The
stalle were bu{lt oo 3 sides of the crlb, and the periaeter wall coaslsts of
haud-hewn studs and sills. The roof 1s earrled by peeled log rafters. The bara
1e gheathed n'ith vertlcal boards, auil the ollglnat vood'shiagle. roof has beeu

- covered wlth corrugated metal.
The tleye! Barns are located ia close proximity to one another (photo #4) near
the souEhlrestera boundary of Big Ueadow - a large opeo meadow eithia Yosenite
National Park that coEes approx. I square uile, (elevation 4500). The Meadov .is
currently ia lhe procese of uomination to the National Regieter es pe:rt of the
Foresta-Big Ueadow Archeological District. The ao.rtherrr edge of Big l{eadow ia the-' locatioa for the lalgest knowa prehiste3i c. Fierau habitation site, 4-l{R?-3. Xhe
site coverg several acres and contains rrore thau 400 bedrock roortar ceyes. Itg

. roidden uay be 6 ft. deep in places. Ihere are 19 other kaown sites wiihing the
1l neariow an<i alonq its other -i e i'ics .

-
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SPECIFIC DATES gUILDER/ABCH ITECT James Mc Cauley

STATEMENT OF S|GNTFICANCE .,. : .... : _--,
' Is-i:se' three'baros are the'1dst leoaLahB lalts i'r'toiedrte-t{hlch"ioss€3s
. archltectural slgnifj.caEce aatt lategrity. they also represeat- sboe lbc'b1 ;

Laterest ln acri@. through. associat{ oa. w:ith pioueeliug raa.ches oqce
located our,. ard lritbio.' the;6oii:udar{:es bt-iloeedlte Natlon'1 Pa!k.

The baros differ fron each other ia forn and design, bat all are largely
baaderafted. Ihey are represeatative of local veruacular buildlug tladieioos;
aotl are nearly onghanged froo their orlgiual appe:rraace. Botb the Mc Cauley

.. . bara ald the Meyer baro #2 are exanples of s! umrsual C'liforola type
koqn as the fi Morooa ?ole Bararr, rqore oftea fouad ia thl Geuessee Valley .nd
datiag fgglo.the 1850rs. . .. . ,r_-.:..r,..

.The llc Cauley bara was bullt arouacl 1883 by Irishnat Janes cCauley, pioaeer
Yos€ul'te traiLbuilder arxl {nnLeeper: he bul1t lhe Four }*ile trei]. to G]'acie!
PolEt lD 1871 and the Glacier Point lformtaiu Eouse lu 1878. Ee I'as runni.ng
the Uouoti{n Eouse lD 1883 whea he purchasect tbe laad for his raach, elevatioo
4000 ft., for r-lD.tea headquattels. Glacier ?oiot.ts 72J.4 fl'. eJ.evation asd
bear4z ston ruled.out al.!.-year resldeace. Iu 1885 Mc Cauley added 200 acres

. to hl.s orlgLDal raacb through tlro sepalate purchases-these 200 acres would
- eveatually becoue the folesta subdldlsloa: McCauley becaue a year rouad resldeat
of the ranch to 1897 llbea, sme rtpolitlcal maouveuft' (eic) forced hrrn f3s,q
bLe Glacier Poitt eoeerprise. McCauJ.ey theu vorhed the ranc,b rrith hls son,- supglying beef to v:lrgy lus1!es6es, untl,l hls deatb ia ao accideot oa the old' courterville Road 1o 1911. ro 1913 h:ie soo, Fred, eold the prevlously ueatloaed
200 acres to C.P. Snell'for $5500. Ia 1923 he solil the aanrarrr{ss of the rarch to' hle cou6lD' Eorace M eyer for $5000. lhe property has bees unoecupi,ed sioce 1955
aad tbe Nadoaal- Park Serv-ice acqulred_ lt i! 1974. "2

George Meyer, a Geroan bora eh:ip earpe!.ter, took over hl.s brother EEury's boaestead
Ia Big Headow la tbe.l870t9. the rnesdow lras coEslderablg .'n.11er' Eha! its preseat
slze before George cut tlees and iieared biush. lroa shltchy blographica1 nateriaL
tt carl be 6u!:nlsed that Meyer barc #2 wae buLlr 5 the late 1870rs and f1 ia the
eaily 1880rs. The lealls of the latter bara -;cre supposedly built flat oa the grouud
artd tbeu ralsed ln one pleee. Meyera tancb was a stage atop ou the O1d Coulterville
Road and he supplled grai4s aFd vegetables to Yos€mlle Va11ey buslnesses. In l90O h,narried f,l-l:d)eth McCauley, nieee of hls ,'neig!bor' Jases McCauley and as.previoullI1
noted, his aon Hor.:-F- 

"-cded 
the ccauley holdings to the f-l1y plopelty tn 1923.

George HeyeT dt€d Ln San Francisoo iE 1917 and .llas butled in that,ci&.
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Meyer, McCauley, and Folesta files: Yoseolte National ?ark Reseerch Llbrar5r.
Tbollander, Earl. Barns of californla, san Fraacisoo,' calif. Hlstorlcal soclety.
Shirley Salgeat, The McCauley Ranch, tjrped EaEuscrlpt, Sargeo,t Collectl-oD..
ficEenry, Donald E. "Forestars Yesterdaysr'r YoseElle Nature Notes v.34:3rpp.43-45.

@cnocnarHlcAlDAT1.^ /a,_ Jhsn
apnEAGE or iroMlirarEo pnop:nry N/a '<5i -' t/z/t;
U?M NTfERTlrCES

'430'(McCauleylLLdJ lr ls'alire rol la, rl z' {2'3'<l

' Eceb-bara-*e-de€+ecd*y-ehe-beunCal*ieea€-its{eJJ€-- - -

lre Meyer baras are defiued by the bormdaries of their !ra11s. l'he archeological
signifieance of therir eetting .precludes buffer zones ardund the .buildiag.. ,,1
lte l'tcauley bara includes a buffer of appr.oxirnotery 40r ou all s ides-. . Thetotal area, iucluditg the barn, sha11 not. exceed I act€r'
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4-URP.3 has been iupacted by pothunters,but the othet eites seem relatively
- - -'intact and the entire locale gr'orrides ao opportunity for professiooale to

8tudy a group's utilizgtion of,,a specific errvilonnent zone.
lte lleadow is presently used as pasture for-a nuober of horses aad urles.
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