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The Hodgdoo llonestead cabln was built ln Aspeo Va11ey in 1879 and wae moved
to Warrona ln 1960. It is a tno-Btory 1og etructule neaeurlng 22' x 3Ot,
n-1th a rear shed addltlon whlch glves the bullding the appearance of a
ealtbox. The nain portion of the cabln is bul1t of peeled logs lald ln
alternatlng tlers and lnterlocked at the cornera wl-th a saddle notch Jolnt.
The horlzontal spaces bet$een the logs are chinked o'Ith 8P11t l-og wedges.
the cabln features a large porch on the front and exterior staLrs to the
second floot on the south stde. There are tvo lrlnalons ' double hung 5/6,
on the front facade, fJ.aoking a board and batten door. The shed addltlon is
of frame constructlon and is sheathed with ltood shlngles. The shingles on

'the 
wal1e and roof are lapped wlth a 24" exPosure. The exterior has been

irestored and furnlshed to its l-880rs appearance as a piooeet homesteed. The
homestead lnclucles a prlvy behlnd the house.

The JustLf,lcatlon for the Eove Le trofold I the llaLn r€aeon was the Preaer-
vatlon of the only two-story ploneer log cabin ln the Yoaemite reglon; a
secondary concern rtas the need for an authentlc buLl-dlng to interPret
the early eettlersi llfe a part of the PloDeer Yoaenlte llLstory Center.
Aa the descendants of Jerenlah Hodgdon has planned to tear the cabin down 'the National Park Service dee$ed lt approprlate to allocate funds for lts
purchase. and rernova.L. fron pE-iyate..land. in. Asped Valley (an inhoLding on
the lrestern boundary of the park).

The buildlng was partially dlsnantled for the tnove, and the botton logs
were replaced when 1t was reaseembled on.Ehe new Wawona locatlon. .A.rlew
outside stalr replaced an identlcal, earlier vergion 1o 1975.

The buLldlng 1s on a regular ualRcenance schedule for the NatJ.onal Park
Service. Any preaervatlon/stablllzatlon ltork should have prLor approval
of the regLonal Historlc Archltect Lo lieu of a ll18to!1c Structures
Preeervatlon Gulde.
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In May J-865 Jerrniah l{odgdon, native of Vernont ' homesteaded an atea
origlnally knoon as Bronsons - located Just a fe$ uiles inslde today's
Big Oak Fl,at eutrance to Yosenlte National Park. He built two cabln6
for hls fanlly 1n the meadow that etlll bears hle name. Sevetal yeats
later he Located yet another honestead in previouely unoccupied Aspen
Valley rr. . . he built, Ln t79, a tno-stotied J-og cabin. . { the onl-y
oD.e of that description 1n or near YoseEl.te Netiooal Park."r The Eodgdon
Meadow cablns were rernoved years ago when the propetty rtas acqulted by the
Natlonel Park Servlce; however, the Aspen Valley bulJ-dlng survlved and
poosesseE lS-Sal arS!l!g-S!ur4! signlfieance as the flnest exanple of a
pioneet homestead Ln Yo6eDite National Pa1:,...

Lt i6 approprlate that Hodgdon 'hortestead eabln be-used to dePict the
envlronment of earl-y park settlers. The dtsputes lhat occurred when
Yosemite Natlonal Park lras establlshed, eneoapaesing the land of pioneering
fanlll-es, provlde an lmportant element ln underetandlng the vatious
adpects df the rrCondetvation ba.t.tLe.r'

During lts extended lifetfure the cabln served as a terporary home fot
laborers on the Great Slerra Wagon Road (l-883); shelter for Aroy troopa
patrolJ.lng the new National Patk (1890is); and as a local curloslty for
guests at the Aspen VaLLey resolt durlng the 1920re and '30rs before lhe
o1d Tioga Road was reallgned.

1. schl"ichtmann, Margaret and Irene ?aden, The Blg Oak Flat Road to
Yosemlfe, Yosehite Natula1 History Assoclatlon, 1959.
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